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On July 1st, 1918, there van a derailment of a tree? train 
oa the Atchison, Top«k& a Santa 7« Railway, at Baxstoxr , California. 
Owing to the Blow aoveaant of the train at the tlae of the aooldent, 
there were no personal injuries, the only damage Ming to *<Biipwent« 
After investigation, tne Quiet of the Bureau of Safety reports as 
followst 

The third Dlstrl<* of tha Ariaona Division of this road 
extend* from Bakersfield,, Calif., to Baratow, Oalif,, a distance of 
140.? allee. Train wotoaenta with 1ft Baxetow Taxd are ooattolled by 
aotonatlo blook signal e trader direction of ft switch tender. 

Approaohlng the aowne of derailment from the eaat end of 
Bridge A-749, located at the we at end of Barutou Yard, there Is a 
10° curve to the right 1?8 feet long, then 131 feet of tangent traek, 
then two ourrea of 33* to the left 1S5 feet long, with |tt short 
$lece of tangent 18 feet long between the ourveai tten there ia an­
other piece of tangent 130 feet In length, followed by a 10* ourvo 
94feet long, on anion the derailment ooourred. The grade at the 
point of derailment was pr actleally level. 

The train involved was troop train Extra 1365/and ooneleted 
of looosotive 138$, 2 box oars, 1 Pullraaa ©ax, 1 tourlat ear, 1 
Pttllasn oar, 3 tourist oara, 3 baggage oare, 3 Pullaan cara, 2 touris 
care, 1 Pullman ear and a oabooaa, in tha order named, and waa in 
oharge of Oea&uetor Fowler and Engineman Poulaon. 



Tills train left Bakerafield, Calif,, about 4*50 A , 3f.# 

July 1st, arriving at Ifojavo at fttOO A. M., where th* train was 
Inspected, and left there at 9il0 A . M . it about UilS A . H ., it 
was derailed at the west entrance to Bar stow yard, wit lie oooupylag 
the aaat bound aaia paseeaga? traok and after having passed ovox 
two slip ewltohae and one aingle switch. 

fare© o&ra of the train were derailed; th© re&r end of 
tourist aleepin^ ear 141©, the 12th oar in tha train, and tha 
frost »nd of tourist sleeper 4303, tha 14th oar to tha train, ware 
thrown to the right of tha traek a distance of 33 feat, 3 inches, 
their eppoaite ends regaining oa the roadbed, the coupler between 
thorn being broken and they omae to rest a dlat&noe of 19 feet, 3 
inohea aypart, the position of the ease la relation to tha traok 
forming a triangle. The front trtaoka of Pullman Vinoenaes, th© 15th 
oar is the trala, wax* derailed aad its vestibule damaged. The 
«*ath«* at the ti«e naa clear. 

tha first Indioatios of derailment waa 7S feet, 3 inohea 
wast of tha west middle point of th© middle split ©witoh, Indicating 
that soma part of the equipment, evidently & htat&a haam, had been 
dragging-, and where tha mark a indicated that the rail waa orossed 
by a wheel- The derailed oars moved a di stance of 345 feet after 
tha dereilifieot before coding to a stop. After picking up tha wrsoit, 
a brake hanger oaeting was found loo a© on the middle wheel of the 
rear truofe of the 13th oar, permitting the brake hanger to ooae 



Bakexafield at 4?50 A. H. and thsy loft at 4jS5 A. M. Bia train 
stoppad at MoJava about 10 oinutea, where tha train wae inspected 
by oar inspectors ami tha air wae tasted. The engineman etated 
that he &ade but two applications of the air after leaving HoJate, 
He mad no trouble in handling the train until deaaen&ing the grade 
eaat of *T1» Gray Station, 35.3 alios west of Buret OK, at which point 
he aada aa application of the brakes and the brakes went into emex-
gaaoy, on account of a triple valve failing to operate properly, but 
he was able to release them proieptly. So stated he did no t atop for 
am inspection of the train after tho brake* went into emergency, aa 
he had no trouble in releasing the®. Ha did not use the a i r again 
until he mm an application to alaoken the speed approaohiag tha 
we at end of Bar stow yard, and aa la the previous instance, the 
triple valve failed to operate properly; when near the block signal 
at tho vest end of ths yard, ho applied the a i r and when a t t h e waat 
wye switch, the brakee went into emergency; he released the brakes 
and the apeod wae x»duoed to approximately & mile* per hour. The 
a wit ©he e wore lined up for the eaat taain track of the passenger yard 
and tho filials were clear coming in, and after he received a proceed 
signal from tha awltoa tender, he proceeded at a apeed of from 3 to 
3 miles per hour, to the entrance to the passenger atatloa y a r d 

when\he felt a alight jerk at the head end o f the train and the 
alack ran out, and upon looking back, he aaw the oar a leaving the 
traek. 

Conductor IWlex stated that hi a train loft Bakerafleld 

at 4: SO A. M., oa tine; am arrival of the train at Ho Java, the air 



was inepeoted and tested sad he considered the train la perfect 
condition, although so reports war* made to him. Tha train left 
Mojave at 9tl0 A, H, Between Itojave aad Bar stow, they took aiding 
for train Bo. 9, and had no trouble in making the «top. Up to the 
time of the derailment, he stated that he had noticed there were two 
energency applications of the airj the firot trouble they experienced 
waa while deeoonding the grade between Jin <3*ey Station end Hawee, 
the first emergency application, which waa not sever©, occurring 
wfcen thay wera oa the bridge about one quarter of a mile away, ooz­
ing around th© curve east of Jim Qrey Station, at whioh time he 
looked to eee If he oould aaoortain anything wrong, but oould find 
nothing. The eeoond ftnergeaoy application waa the one approaching 
Sfcaxatow yard. At the of the aooident, he estimated thai* spaed 
at not ttoro than 5 nilea per hourj he was in the caboose «hen he 
folt the and want to the aide door and looked ot& end aaw the 
s u a off the traokj ho west back to apply the air, but found no 
pleasure, 0a oould aot ate ahead on account of being on a reverse 
curve. The aooident o m i f i d at 11; 13, they having piada the run 
fron Kojave in about two hours. Aa soon &a they stopped, he 
went back to asoartain what had osttaed tha derailaent, but the only 
thing he oould aee waa where the wheel had ozoased the guard rail 
©ppoelte tho frog in th* alip switch. 

fi*Otsa» Olda stated that their train waa inapeoted by the 
oar inspectors at lejare, ovt nothing m a said about bad oraer br&fcee. 
Ho had noticed two email Ussohaa or jars of the train west of Jim 
Qrey Station and another on the bridge, and hie attention waa fir at 
attracted by the air ©oing on in emergency, fie waa atttlng on tha 



seatbox, being oa taa inside of the curve. After about 10 or 15 
oars had passed tho point of derailment, he felt a jolt or jar just 
before tha derailment actually ooourred and looked back from ale aide 
of the locoaotlTe, but could not see anything wrong, then oroeaed over 
to the engineman's aide and saw the ears off the traok. He aaw nothing 
which indicated that a brake boas had been dragging end did not know 
what caused the derailment. 

itead Bx&k&mi Priest stated that he aaw the brakes inspect­
ed and tasted at fib Java. An air whistle hose had boon broken and 
bad not boon coupled aad had boon allowed to drag, resulting in tbo 
breakage of the ooQk, and he advised the inspectors of this fact. 
Ha stated that there had been two emergency applications of the 
brakes before the aeeident, and they were not working veryXwell. Be 
estimated thai* speed at tho time of the derailment at about 6 or 

6 Biles per hour. 3a was on the third oar froa the loooaotlve aad 
was looking bask: at the tiise the care left the traok, bnt aaw nothing 
wrong with tho eguipaent. 

Roar Brakenan Forgerson stated that they left Bakerafield 
at 4j 00, the tim they were called. He said that as they wore ap­
proaching Hawea Station, tho eagineaart made a light application of 
the air, bnt it was not an emergency application. Just after they 
left Jia Orey station, the air set pretty heavily, at which tiae the 

caboose indicator snowed 90 pounds pressure, and ho got down em tbo 
aide door of the caboose and looked over, but nothing appeared to be 
wrong, and the awing brakezaan left the cab sad went over the train to 

see if anything was wrong, but there were no brakes atieking, and he 
did not cose baok, eo be concluded that everything m e clear. Ap-



preaching , . *o 9 . * %m ai. b « * * b A * , , I as .id . * 
say it aaa an emergency application! he waa Just getting on top of 
tha caboose w&ea ho noticed tha care leaving tho track; ho estimated 
tnoir opeed at froa 8 to 8 titles p«r hour and did not think the brakes 
ware aot at tho tine of tha derailment* in M a opinion, tfco e»oreea-
oy application mm caused lay tho train parting. 

Swing Brakeaan cmriatonaen atatad that except when the 
brake first wont into emergency after leaving Jia Grey Station, they 
had no trouble with the train and tho engineiaan wac able to reloaae 
without shook. He was riding m tha etepa of the 14th oar in the 
train and had no warning of the ijapendiag derailment until tho rear 
truoka of tha 13th oar left the track and the train broke to the 
acuta, m& ha jua^od off on the north side. He la positive the 
brakes wore not set when the accident ooourieed aad said the t*ein 
waa drifting at a apeed of not orer Q adlaa per hour. After the 
accident, ha looked the train over and the only unuaual thing he 
found about tha oar® was a worn tread of a laft wheel of the rear 
truoka of the 13«a oar, ana he did not think that oould have caused 
tho oaxa to go off* 

Switohteadar Kellly stated that on the approach of train 
136S ha lined up tha awitohea and algnal led then to proooed into the 
yard. Be waa standing at his Shanty, on the north aide of the track, 
about lg o* IS foot away from tho switch, aad est tasted the speed 
of the train at not nor® than or 10 oil©© an hour. So had no in* 
tioatlon of anything wrong until the oars started to derail j he said 
13 cars had passed over aafely and thought tho 14th oar was the fUat 
derailed, The owitefctonder thought tho derallnent waa oauaed by a 



twit* dally. 
Roadaaster OauXdin atatad that ha reached the scene of 

thej derailment at 13s 30 and looked over the equipment to ascartaia 
tha oause of the derailment, but found no defecta; after g&uginft *he 
track in the Tic laity of tha derailment, he said there was nothing 
wrong with it or with the switch points. About 76 or 100 feet weet 
of the clip switch, ho not load that something had been dragging and 
he found mark a along on the ties amd guard rail at the alip switch 
weet of the one where the derailment occurred} there were alao soarke 
en the alaiap shoe a, evidently made by southing dragging. He stated 
that the switches are inspected by Inspectors every day, and he in­
spects thera on an average of once a week. 

Tills accident waa caused by the brake hanger bracket on 
tho rear truck of the 13th oar in the train becoming disconnected 
fros the truck frame on the right hand aide of the train and strik­
ing the awltch pointj thia oauaed the rear wheel of the truck to 
ollab the switch point, which in turn forced the middle wheel of 
tho oix-wheel truck to aount the rail about § feet, 3 inches frosa 
tho point. 

The train craw involved in thle accident waa oompoaed of 
experienced men with good reoords. Engineman Paulson had been em­
ployed on thia dlatriot for B O re than six year a* At the tiiae of tho 
aooident, the crew had been on duty a little isore than aeven houre, 
with periods off duty ranging individually fxow seventeen to forty 
aoura. 

SSL, 


