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IV BX: INVESTICATION OF A QOLLISION WRICH

OCOURRED AT THE INTERCECTION OF THR

TRACKS OF THE ATORIDCN, TOPEXKA &
ANEA FE RAILWAY AND THE PACIFIC
ELBEOTEIC RAILWAY AT LOB AMOELIE,
CALIF., MAY 7, 1918.

On Hay 7, 19135, a freight train on the Atebison,
Topeka and Banta Fe Rollway ¢ollided with a trolley oax on
the Faclils Eleoitirio Hallway as the intersection of the
railways at Aliso 8treet, Los Angeles, Calif,, whick re-
galted 1n the death of five passengers and Injury to forsy
possongers and one employee, After lnvestigstion of this
sopident the Ohiof oFf dhe Divizion of Safety subzits she
following reporsd:

In the vicinity of the acecident, the Atobison,
Topoka amd Sanba Po Rallvwey Company bave o single tragk
freight line extendiug north and zoubh on the wost bank
of the Loa Angelas Riwver. Loooied 210 feet west and
parallel with sbile freight traok, iz the main llne of thad
roads Both of thespe tracks interséet Alimo Styest at
right anglow.

The Paolific Electrie Ralliway Ce. operates a 4double
track Srolley line which enders Aliso Street about 800 feet
vagt of the east dank of the Los Angeles River., From the
point of entrance this line oxtends westward $hyough the

genter of Allac Stroeet, interseobling at grade the traoks of
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the San Pedre, Los Angeles and 8alt Lake Rallroad on the
east bank of the river. It then grosses the river on an
open bridge 300 fent in length. AL the wosb end of the
Bridze It inbergeets st grade fhe freight bransh and fardher
wast the nmain line of $he Atohison, Topeka & Sants Fo RAall-
way. It waz at the intersestics of the freight branek that
thls agelident cosurred.

The view of westbound electrie says and norbh-
bound stear traing iz cpobstrioted and esab ltas a view of
the oSher abeult 450 fees before the arosaing is reached.
Agproscbing the poind of the sooident from the emat, on the
Electrie Railwuy, the tpsecks srs leveli apryoachling from
ths norsh on the Janta Fe tTachk, the track ourvées slightly
%o tha east, follewing the gourse of the viver, and has a
desoending grede of LBE.

Westhouad {reight Exbre gsommisted of sngine 480
baoking up, 8 smply oars and n onhoose, and was in charge
of Gondugtor ¥eflellnn and Eoginozen Wellse It loft Paas
dons, Cslif., 9% miles easnt of Low Angelas, at 12140 Dl
At the Jupetion of the froight end passenger tracks, south
of the poinb of ths aceident, it was Jiveried from the main
line to the Lrolzht brsnel in oddar $o clear an saathound
prasengar trein and was orooeeding along this branch when 1%
eolllded with westbhound sleotric onr Ho. 482, as it was
oroseing She freizbt branah at Allszo Street at 1103 peine
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Wentbound eloctrio ear No. 422, in churgs of
Condushor Qurzler and Motormen Baker en youte from Soush
Pasadena, Calif's ¢ Los Apgeles, Calif,, left Echandla
Junebion, the laot statlon ab whioh ftims 1s slown, ut one
o%olock peme, on tloe, and hed sressed the Los Angeles River
bridage snd wan pazsing over the freight Yraneh track of the
Santa Po Railway when It waop struck by Bxtva 480.

The rear of the tender of Englne 480 efiruek the
¢lestrdla onr nesr the aeenber, jushing 1t foyward adbout 28
Poot and erushing 18, at she same time Dreaking off an
alogtrio light polae located near the srossisg. The rear
tendar truoics of engline 480 wersn derasiled. The weabther ab
She tinme of the socident was alear,

The *ules goveprniag the uze of 4his grossing give
tha Santa Fe Sraing preferenes and the esrs of the Zloatrie
Company are governed Yy hand signels given with & Tlag by
a6 flagman, euployed by She Fleotrio Company, stationed at
the arossing., In the ahwenes of such signale the eledtrio
oars are reguired to come to 2 stop hefoye reaohing the crosaw
Ing and the evnduoter musd rroesed ahead of the car with
the flag hefore alleowing 1t Lo orost. The apeed of tralns
6n Bhe Zsnta Fe truck i repbricted By Bulletin 4o 8 miles
par hour while the surs of ine Megtrie Company are reguired
%o aprrosch grade arossings ¢ 4 apged that will enable
them to astop wishin Lslf the 4istramee the 1ok 1& seen to
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Enginavan ¥elle of Zxtra 480 stated that spprosohe
ing Alfso Stroot aroseing him trein was muening st a spesd
of about 10 miles per hour and when 1% wae about 200 feed
perth of the orossing he saw an sastboupd eleolrie expreas
ear approsahlng,. Feuring that %hie onr would not olaar the
crossing ahead of his trein, bBe pade a servioe application
of tho brakes, Wt relessed then ag goen »o the cer oleared,
About the time bhe sew the emztbound express ear, he notlced
8 westhound car Just antering the bridge at the weet end,
Mt he 414 not pay parbionlar attentlion do it as hip ats
tantion wags oonnentmitied on the eaatbound ear jusd alisgd of
hiw, and he 4ld not ezpeset that the westbound csr would muke
any atdempt $0 erose ahead of his train. He agaln zaw the
westbound ear when 1t bad about raashed the middile of the
bridge and agelin when 48 was about 8D fest from the grosie
ing. AL that tius he expected the ecar wes golug to run up
to the oroeoing 48 eloge aa it oould, and stop, as had been
done freguently on pravicus ocessions, When the asy got
quite eloso to the srowsing 1ts spesd seoned $o laoroasc.

He then feulized that 1t was not golng Yo stop and he made
an emergeopey eppiloation of the aly broabes, A% thot time

the engine and gar wers practically together. He estinates
the apeed of iz train to bhave bsen abous 8 milesz per hour,
and that or %he trollay ear cbout 20 miles per nour at the

$ime of the seoident. Ne stated thad appromobing the point
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of ageident he waw locking for a finguen at the ercsasisg,
but did not sce any. The bell on his sngine is opernted
autonatioally and was ringing st the $ime ay the socidend,
sud had been ringing continucusly singe the txnin left Pazaw
dons.,

Firounas Lefover of Ixtra 480 stat%ed thald approsche
ing Allpe Sbrect he Bad & glear view of the atrect fTer 250
ar 300 fooh and 414 not see any Tlegean at the erussling; howe
evar, “ne nay have been bidoen from view By a telegraph pole.
He did not gee bthe our ap Toacbing frum the sazst until Just
as the agoldond happened,

Gonduetor MeClellan aof Extrs 460 steted that
approsehing Allso Strest he waz viding in $he oupola of bis
cabooas and bls engine wae about 2 gar lengths porth of the
erosuing when he firast ssw the troliey enr appreaching. The
oar was Shen about the cenbter of tho bridge end was running
all a gpged of zbouf 11 or 20 milen per heuy, while his Hrain
wap runuing & or 8 wiles per hour,. He gstnted that he aid
net goe any flaguan szt the erossing,

Hoborman alkeyr of trolloy cay 432 stabed thad
gnboring the east end of Gthe Loz Angeles River bridge hia
ear wag running at a spesd of sbous § miles per hour. As
he entered vha bridee he lookel zoress the river to the
nordh and saw an engine +Lieh he thought was standing shill
on the Beuts ¥e trmck, sbout 200 feet narth of the ororsling.

He Shen looked for %he flagmen st the freight dranch orossing,
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at the wagh end of the bridge, ond gave one olang of kls
gong, the 4al) Tor algnals, The flagmen waz pidting at

kila shanby, loscted wast of the freight bravoh on the

nortk pide of the $rolley trnok, and gave him an “all righd®
algnal with a green flag, Thia slgnal he answered with

v slenge of %he gongs UBe sbtnted that he 434 not again
notioe the engine until his onr hed almosy roashed the arose
ing. He thn saw that a2 gollipion waz likely to cadur ang
threw hiz poder ints full spoed. AL Shat time the opgine
wes about 10 fret away from him. Be gtated shat Rl our
wan on time at the time of Lhe agoldent.

Orogolng Flagmen Qebyrow stated that he hed been
eznlaoved s flagren ot the oroerelng whers the aecoldent o=
auzred about four years. Just pricr to the seocldent, be wes
sitting o8 bis ghelter where he hed an uncbatruocted viow of
both tracke. Ee hnd baen ddiag So Flagmen House, of the
wain line erossing, when ke nodtlesd an apwosching essthound
erress ony eonlng asruse She Sanbe Pe raln line trank., He
gave 1% 2 prooeed signal with a green fleg, About 13 or
2 minutes laoter he saw engine 480, end n few momoents lader
any 423 approsching, At that time the gngine was abous 80
ﬁggat north of the grosping and the dyolley oar wes on the
went end of the bridge abttud 20 Teet sast of the erusaing.
Re stat~d that st the tice of the meocident ¥rgine 480 was
mioning 28 s apesd of about 13 miles per hour, and the
alagtrio ear was runaing 12 or 14 miles per nours He did

a0t beay the engine bell or the gong of the weathound Srolley -
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gar, He further sBated shat 1% 18 eustomary So give signala
S0 sars while sltting {2 fronbt of Liz ghelder, .

i%ﬂmmm&n Faltere ¢f the easbbound exyress ouy
stuted bhat approsehiag Allee Stirest orosoing ke sounded the
esll for sigpals with 3is gong. The flogean who wae sittiing
in tront of nis shelber, looked in sesh 4irection apd then
gars bir a nrooced slgnal with & grown iias. ¥hen e oar
waa about 60 foot wost of the frelght branok brack, he szaw
an engine adout & Ylosk porth of the orossling, btut could aot
tell vhether 1% we:s glandlaz #till o moving slowlye He
atated Chat 4hse westbound gor pasned Rim adout $he mldile
of the bridge spd L& wos mapning ot o apeed of § orF 6 mllea
per hour. He war Just wringing tls car %6 a stop ab the
ragt end of the Brldge when Siao meoldent to the wasthound
car comurred.

¥r. ¥, He Aloe, an oxperlaensed relliroad van who
happensd 3o be in Ihe viciniby &b .tod Bhat at the dime of
tha meoldent he was st ilox on Bie frelight braseh &raok
dned mersh of Aliso 3tracy, He hesard the gong ¢n the gar
soundsd onegs, roliswss by wywo gounda, He saw the flagaan

gitting in front of his sheltar and saw hism give n eignal wi%h

a green Tlag hub was wnsble Yo tell whethe? 1% was for dhe
east Bound or westbound onr. He atated that $the essthound
car passed over the grosring about one=half minde helfore
the wesBbound ¢ar. B¢ eaiiintes the gpeed of the sbean

train and the Hrallsy gar 4o asve heen 8 op 10 piles por DHouls

Thia asefdent wuo causnd by a procesd sigpoal being

given to an emathound ¢rolley oar im such & mappar that it
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wa mielunbarprebod and aoted upon by a ser moving iz the
epponlte 4ireoction. For this Flagnap Oatrow g responsille.
Plagman Cstrow was placed st thle erasaing by the
Pogifia Eleotris Bailway fer the express purpose of protecs
tlug the erozsing, as fir as $rolley cars and asfear fralus
viere aonoceraed, sad to aveld haviog o atop engh gay and
bave a munber of lts grew flag 20v0s8. Flagron Ostrow had
wo other gubles Yo perforts, El:x vislon was unobuizugted and
yabt he did not see the sbesn tiein or the elesobric cur until
they were praoticaliy on the eroazing. Thers is 5o exouse
for sueh derszligtlon of duby, 248 was exhibited in thic inte

atanoe,

& conbrivuting osuse $9 this acoldent was the failure

of Hstorman Baiker properly to g¢ontyoe) the speed of his car
apuraaching %he Creight vranch arosaing.

hule Fo. 183, of Rules and Regulationa of the Paaifio

Zieetrie Reilwey Compeny, im as followe:

"Pralus soed aprecack all tralling and fasling
polnt svitehes, epd of dounde tuma:, junebions,
rallroad orcselngs at arads, dr&wﬁw&ﬁg&a, meoting
poinds and pegsing roints, obooure LHIGLHWAY GTCIR-
ings, and sharc or ohseure ourves, under eonirol,
prepared o atupr az delined in Enia Oen ™

Tule &4 resds:
*UFDER SONTRCL

84, Tou Bo able G0 atey wibh 4 opdinary
a-plieatlon of braiss altbin bhel? She ddstance
tieack Le fseon Lo Je oluay, and in o cays oxe
poeding & apesd of fifteen miles par hounr."

Had Motermen Baker gontrolled the speed of hiz ear in agoord-
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ance *idt thila yule, the aceldent probably would heve been
prevented.

The means employad ¥o provent cellisions betwesn
trnine at this orossing are inadequate and 4o not provide
nropar protestion, Treaffic over thils orossing i oxoeptionsl-
1y heavy; on the Srolley line there avs over 1,000 eare dally,
and an the freigzht dranch there &re numerons frofight and sWibohe
ing anvenents,. A propoy rogard for the safety of the publio
would szem o rasuire that whers traffis of suoh densidy
exists bhe ayosaing should Ye protonted eldher by s separation
of grades, an iaterloeoling plant, dersilds oy orcasing gates,
whieh would furnish protection agalinut u misnderstanding of sige
nsls ag iz sprerend in thia gaze,

Flagnan Oatyow entarsd R4 zoyvise 4 she Facliris
Rleotric Rallway as conductor iz Felrusyy, 1910. Ia Ootober
of the smme yeoar he met »ith zan saoldowdh remulting in the loge
of bobh logs. Ho was apsigned sz flagman a8 Allso 3trzet orvoss-
ing ¥ay 17, 1911, and has Yboen suployed sontimioualy in that
oep8aity up to the tiuo of the secident. The 1083 of both leas
would necessayily result in Flagnan Ostrow experlencing more oX
leps 3If10ulty 1n wallkiog about, and the wolusas of $iarfflo at
this orossing would appear to demand $hat g flogman aharged with
suel heavy responsibilities should be agile, active and free from
difrionlsiey that would %end to lessen hiam efflolency.

All of the suployess invelved 1a thias egeldent were
experionced men. A% the LHine of the asgeident Flagman Ostrow had
heen on duty 7 hours and 18 minutes) Motorman Saker, 8 hours;
and ¥Fnginemen Wells, 6 houra,
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