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ITTTRSTATE COITIIRCE CCIITIS310ON

REPCIT OF THT ™IRECTOR C™ UL JURLAJ OF SAFETY IIT ]T
INVESTIGATICE OF AN ACCIDITT JHICH CCCURRID W
THE LIIE CF I3 ATLCN, GRALITE & ST. LOUIS TRAC-
TICT COIMPANY AT IAMEOXI, ILL., CI' I'CVIIIBER 2, 1925,

Junuary 22, 1S26.

To the Cormiissioen:

Cn Novecmber 2, 1925, there was a nead-end col-
lisicn between tve passenger vrains on the line of the
Alcon, Granite & St. Louis Traction Company at Nameolrn, I11.,
which resulted in the death of 3 employces, and the 1njary
of 28 passengers and 1 employec. This accidsnt was 1n-
vestlgated 1n conjuaction with o represcntative of tne Illinols
Commcree Cormlssion,

Location and riethod of opcration

The Alton, Granitc & 3SL. Louis Tracticn Conpany 1s
an clectric railway cexbtending vetween St. Louwis, Mo., and
Alton, I1l., a distancc of 26.15 miles; in the vicinity of
tne point of "accident 1t 15 a single-tracx line over which
trains are opcrzted by dime-table and train orders, nmo block-
signal systocn being in use. Tone accident occurred at 2 point
abcut 1,300 feet norih of the sztation al Wamcoki, approaching
this point fron the aorth lhe track is tan;ent Cor more taan
1 mile, approach.ng fTron t.ic gsoutn tacre 1s a eurve of 400 7
wniehr 18 150 fuet r1a lengih, wnerce tae track pasges arouwd a
stroet cormer, followed by tinzent tracl Lo Tac point of acci-
dent, abtout 1,138 feat cistent., The grade 1o Drectbically level
from vhe curve oo Tag poiut of accident and for a coasiderable
distance beyond.

There was o densc fog at tie time of the accident,
vinien occurrcd between $.30 and 9,40 . 11,
Description ’

Southbournd second-class passcnger train 'o. & com-

Ltated of rwwtor 35, of wooder conotraetion, and was 1in charge

01 Conductbor Scaf“ctt and Iovorman Roeder. Tt depzarted fron
Alton, I11., at B.58 a. ., 98 ninutes late, and upen arriving
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at Hart{ford, 7.8 nilcs ncrth of Nameoki, at ctout 9.17 a.m.,
the erew 1n charsc 1ccelved a copy of train ovrder No. 51, Form
19, recaing ac folilows,

"Moo O ntr ob et o B ntr 89 at
I"ttenell insteadl of Grenisce.”

IMtehell 18 5,77 11'leg soulh of Hartford and 2.08
m1les north of fancoki. Tra:u "o. & c¢nterced tnae siding to
necet train Mo. £2, recccived copie. of ~re Traln order referrcd
to, and departed, probably 1v 2doab 2.20 a. n., 58 ninutes
late, It passed ITiteca~ll wicheoat stopping Lo peet train Wo. 8
and finelly colladed wailh That vrein xerr Harcoki,

Horthbound scewnd-class pesgenger Srawn "o. 8 consisted
of motor 39, of woodcn corsiruction, i1n charge cf Conducter
Purcell 2ad lctorman Gr.ifin. Upon arraiving at Gremite, the
regular receing poiat with train No. 5, £2.81 niles soath of
Namneoky, the crew 1n charge rcecived 3 copy of train ordcr MNo.
51, Fornm 19, which 1ncorrectly rzacd az follovs:

M. 8 mtr 3% moet No o ntr 35 at
Mitenell instcad of Coensl.m

Train Ilo. 8 departed fron Grarivce at 9,2t a. Ii.,
2% minutes late, left Mapcciry at atout 2.5 <. n,, and had
procecded aorihward about 1,300 fect when 1t collided with
brain No, D.

Tae front cnds of ooth cars wsere crushed and badly
denaged, but otne cars remaived uprighlt wita only “he lecad truck
of car 3b derailed. The crployecs killca were tne two notornen,
ana taz coeaductor of trein Seo. 5

surmary of cvidence

Dispe teher Corey sara e gave traln order No. 91

To Operater Ferenan at Hartlord and te Cperator Bower at
Granite. Operator Bower, however, urdeocstood that vhe meceting
point warc being carnged Lron Canal to Mitcehell instead of fron
Gramit. to !Mitencll, and .lithough the crder woe ropcated the

v LAS 1~ To oerror was uov drscovered. Operatbor
Bover sald the erew of uvr.ia o, 8, rowsover, nolcd the error
in the order, but as Graaite vag their SHine-table nceting
proant with teaun Mo, £ they madersunod that Lhey were bo rcet
tiat frain 26 Mitehell :nrcterd of 56 Ororite. Dispatcner Corey
sa1d Cperator Ferenar reocricd tue arrivel of ftrain Ho. b at
Hartford, toat he instrocten the oncrator teo ¢lear the train
witn tne erdor, ovd that 211 he nad to guacw thet tne cperator
dclivered tuc ordzry weg Snc operibor's vord to tnat effect.

Cperator Forerman, oun Cubty at Hartford, stad nc re-
ccived train order Ne, 51 snortly befcre triin I'o. O arrived.
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When tha’ train reached Hortford he reported 1t to the dis-
patcher cnd was told to clear 1% with troin order No. 51, 2%
S.17 2. n., 1n thce mentine the tr-in nnd entercd the siding

to neet trmin MNo. 52 ond the opcrator whiked over to tae train
and cdelivecrcd -~ copy of the order tvo the cornductor "nd clso

to tne movornin. Cperitor Forcnan s.1d tne Sthree of then stood
there talking, that the conductor nd nebornan opeved thoir
crders and aponrencly rerd then, wmd ~ficr o few words rclative
to wne weatner ne revurncd bto nts oSficn.  Tne record lso
indieated thot Cpor . lcr Toremn delever.a © clecr-nce card with
the orders,

A Train-ortcr clip 15 provided uvn all notor cars and
hangs on the window pogt to tne left of the moforrman, and there
18 4 tine-table rule which retwires that a moborman shall fasten
1 this ¢lip all orders arfectir s tae novement of his train.

Tnz clip and atiacnced orders foi train IMNo. 8 were Iound in ine
wreckage inned.ately after the accident. The elip that belonged
to %ne noteornan of train No. 5 was not found until sone days
aftcrwards, being discoversd 1n sonc rutbish when the car was
being cleaned al tae shops; tne clip wag badly twisted and bens,
and no. ordcrs were found attached to 1t.

The only surviving nenter of the crews involved was
Conductor Purccll, oI train lo., 8, ai tae timc of thnis investi-
gation he was 1n a hospital and on account of nis mental con-
di%tion he was unable to make any statcmeat relative Lo the
occurrcnce of tne aceirdent.

The statencente of two notornen who passed the point
of accident shortly befere 1ts oceurrence vierc to the effect
that the fog in trac vicinrty war very dense, tacir range of
vision being restricted to a distance of about 150 feet.

Conclugions

-Tnis acerdent probzhlv =5 ecange’ by fazilure to
obey 2 rcel ord:r.

Undcr tune rmles ol tate conpeny, trains in cither
direcction nave ne sup2rior ritat cover traine of The sone class
1.0 wae oyposite Jaireetion beyond tac s.ne-btable necting point,
and will nezed ftrains as providec by the time-table unless other-
wigse ordered. Triins ITos. 5 aad 8 mere schieduled to neet at
Graailve 2mG under tac above-meat.oned »»dc frain No. 8, althouzh
superior by directio.., could nmot :rocced berond CGrenite without
authority, cuch cuthnority was cont.iaed 1n Lrain order lo. 01
thien previced for a neet with Srain No, D ot Mitchell.

Undcr tuc rale juac referred to, train MNo. 5 would
nave nac a rignt Lo proceed to Giznite wnless otherwise ordered.
Train order No. 51 took away 153 righi to proceed to 1ts tine-
table neeting point and revuired it to stop at Milchell for train
No. 8. Cperator Foreu2n, on dubv at Hartford, where™ghe order
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wvag put out to the crew of train No. 5, said he gave & copy of

the order %o tne conductor ~nd also te the motormon, but ~ppar-
cntly he d.d notl he~r then read 1t. Aftcrwards the copics of this
ocrdcr which tne oper:tor snid nc i1ssucd to the ercw of train No.

5 could not be loeated. Tnere was no way of confirming the state-
ment of Cperator Foreman that he dcelivercd the order in question,
and, 1 delivered, 1t 18 not xnomwhetner the erew understood

1t correctly, althoush the copy of tac order reitcined by the
cperater indiented taat the order was writhbern in o legible manner.,

Therc 18 a furtacr provision 1n the rules that all
regular trains lose tnelr btine-table rigshts aTfter ther howve be-
coric one nour late. Troain No. 5 under 1ts tine-toble schelule
vias due Wt Lamcokl 1t 8.89 2. n., and it 18 possible that 1t was
one hour lnte when the accident oceurred, but definifc inform-

ation on tnis point was not obtained.

Had on adeguate block-signnl syston been in usc, tnis
ceeldent probably would ned have oceurred; on adeguatc automatic
train stop or traiin coentrol device would hinve prevented it.

The cmployccos 1nvolved were cexXpericncceéd men; ot tae
tire of the acecirdent they had becen on duty between 4 ~né 5 hours,
after 15 hours or norc off duty.

Respectfully subnitted,

V. P. BCRLAND
Directcor.



