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On March 29, 1916, there waa a derailment of a freight 
train on tha Ahnitpee A Western Hallway near PereetvUle, Wis., 
which resulted in tha asath of tha engineman and tha injury of 
tha fireman and a trespasser* After investigation of thia 
eeeldsnt, the Chief of th® division of Safety reports as 
fOlloWSt 

Wis train involved 1ft this accident MB westbound seeond class train Ho* 16, eons isting of a oars end a eaboose, heuiad by leco&otive So* 3d, and was In charge of Engines&an 3uttrick and Conductor lUehard** It left napleweed* Wis., at 11.20 a* *u, on tiae* with She ioosemtlvs being operated backing up, and at about 11,30 was derailed at a point about 3 sdlee beyond Kaplewood, while running at JR speed be» lleved to have been about 26 ialles per hour. 
The locomotive antl first four oars were derailed, the locomotive being; derailed to the right end turned around in the direction opposite froa that in whioh it *?aa headed at the time of tho aeeidtnt, ooslng to rest nearly £50 feet beyond the initial point of deraliaont« 
This pprt of tho Ahn̂ pee & Western Hallway 1« a single 

traok line* So block al^nsl ayetejn it in use, %r&tm being operated by trnin order© m$ ti&e-o&rd rights. The accident occurred on straight traok, at the foot of * descending ̂ r&de 
of l cent, ?aore than half a alia la length. The track Is Isid with to-pound rails, feet In length, single spiked 
to ie or 13 untreated ties under eaeh rail* ballasted with about 1 foot of grsvel* Ho tie plates ore used. Tho spesd 
of loooaotlvo *hen hs eking up is limited to 1U miles per hour. 

fccaalnatien af the tr^ok showed that the first inSi-estion af the derssilsont was a flange seork asde by tha tender 
nfosela on the right rail, tfee flange mrk being slightly over IS smt in length fro® its eastern end to the point 
*?h#re the viieel dropped off on to tho ties* The darallifî nt of the tendtr ma followed b? the derailment of the locoisotive, "ulan ran elooi* on th© ties for a distance of about 23? feet and came to rest on its side at the bottom of tne fill, turned end. for end* Careful exoain&tlon of the wheels of the derailed tendtr fotind thea to be in good condition and no defeat in tha tender m$ discovered that oould hove contri
bute! to tne accident* An ê aaination of the track for a distance of about three-fourths of a alls approaching tha &olnt of dernlloient found the gauge to be good, but the surface *?&s found to be irregular in spota due to the froat 
cowinn °ut af the ground. 
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Gondueter Menard* gtatad that stt#\to*to'l«ft tfepls** wood praetieally <** M»» 'at 11*80 a,rm»r«-toomgm *igmt fcmww 
a minute or two before or after tbat time, end while J&e did mot leek at his watch at the time the aecldant oeeurrsd, he wee tare that it vaa about 11*00 «* m* • Bis first Intimation f> ef the .accident was wM*t he f*lt the alt* brake* filled im 

v- emergency; the epeed at the time ma* abet** $t miles per hour* Be had never seen any bulletin or role limiting; the speed of trains while backing op over this part of th* road# but under* etood from what enginamem had said th&f there wt* a bulletin limiting the speed under eueh conditions to 16 milee per hour* He stated, however* that during the flvm years few had had this particular run he hsd had many different sagineaen and that the praatloe nod been to run about 3ft miles per memr, thia speed sometimes being exceeded* So stated further that on the day before the accident the general manager of the railway had been talking with him and had told him th&t the speed limits mast be observed* 
Firemen Ferris stated thst about two years previously he had lean In the roundhouse a bulletin providing that the speed of locomotives whan backing up should be restricted to 15 miles per hour* ffc said that the practice when backing up was to run et the rate of IB miles per hour and sometimes 20 miles per hour* 
Ikrakeman belter w&a riding in the caboose at the time of the accident and estimated the speed at th&t time to Juve been from go to £0 adles per hour* 
$fo copy could be found of the bulletin which had been issued restricting th& »pe<sd of trmlns when backing up to 15 miles per hour* from tho etat^^nts of the employees, however, it clearly e#pe&re& that such a bulletin had been iestasd that employees fully understood that when trains were being operated with the locomotive booking, up* the spied was not to exceed IS miles per hour* 
This investljjfstlsa developed that this particular train had been operated from Kaplewood to Aigjeas* a distance of 11*a miles, with the engine backing up, for the past 0 years, indicating thdt movementa of this aharaoter were eustcia&ry, and in view of this fact the statement ef the oenduetor thftt the practice when backing up was to ran at a speed of £G miles per hour would make it appear that the speed restriction had not been properly observed aor enforced* 
This accident was caused by the derailment ef the tender of the locomotive which »as hauling train $e* 16, while booking up, uneven «.nd irregular track conditions and ape#d>incenaiat*at *ith safety being she <Ur«?ct cause ef the derailment* 



Gn account of tho frost aeming out of the ground the tr&ek was more or lee* uneven and heaved under the weight of passing trains* this condition* together with the fast that tne engine was hacking op st * speed of £6 mile a per hour, gauged the tender to rook and sway violently and resulted In one of the wheels metwiUAg the m l * 
As ifoftliwrnan tattrio* was killed in the aooidont, there 

m& m my of knowing def Initely whether or not he knew of the bulletin whioh had been posted in the roundhouse & years previously, limiting the speed IS miles pir hour when backing up, yet from the statement of the conductor it appears that other snginamea know? of such a speed restriction, end from the statement of the fireman it appeared that notice of amen a speed restriction had been placed In all roundhouses whtre mil eiigiaas*ej) could see it* 
The failure properly to observe speed restrictions has 

been the subject of comment in several previa® reports and until mi eh restrictions as ere provided to Incur® safety when trains «r« backing up, or where irregular and uneven track conditions a&l@t* are observed, such aeoidenta m this mey 
&® expected to occur* 

All of the employees involved In this accident vera experienced men with clear records and at the time of the &oeid£nt had been on duty 6 hours and 30 minutes* 


