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SUMMARY ‘I'
; Inv-2232
Railroad: Yazoo & Miasissippl Valley
Date: December 6, 1937
Location: Lake Cormorant, Milsse
Kind of accident: Hesd~end colllgion
Trains 1hvolved: Freight ! freight
Train numbers: Extra 665 North 3§ Extra 2007 South
Engine numberas: 6656 $ 2007
Congigt: 26 cars, cabooge ¢ 738 cars, caboosge
Speed: Becking up at
6 mep.hts $ 10 MePeha
Track: Tangent; slightly descending grade
for gouth~bound trselns
Weather: Clear
Tlme: 7:35 p.e.
Casualtlea: 1 killed and 1 injured
Causge: Failure of Extra 2007 to be cperated
under proper control within yard .

1imits,.
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Janu~ry 11, 1934.

To the Commissiont

On Decenmber 8, 1937, there was a head-cnd coll.iglon beltween
two frelght tralnsg on the Yazoo & Mlssisaipni Veliey Railroad,
Illinois Centrsel System, at Lzke Cormorant, Misse, viich resalted
in the deatii of one employee ard the injury ol ono cnployec.

Locatlon and methcd of operztion

Thip accident occurred on trnot pavryv of the Cl-rksdale Dis-
trict of the Mempnig Divigion .hich extends vetiuzen West Junction,
Tenne, and Lake Cormorant Jct., lisge, a distsnce of 139 miless
in the vicinity of the point of accident thiec 1g »~ sgingle-track
line over which trains are opcrated by timetarle, trala order
and an automotic block-slgnal systema A siding, 5,922 feet in
length, parsellels the wmaln track on the vest, the nortn sviteh
being 5,511 rfeet north of the ct-tion at Lake Cormorant. Tne
accident occurred within yard 1limits on the mcin tirack at a
“point 2,206 feet south of the north s~itch of the sidings. Aporoache—
ing thi g rolnt from tns north there ig a 1° curve o the left
1,414 feet in length, followed by tengent track cxtending 4,119
feet to the polnt of acecident, and 4,661 fezt bheyond, to Lake
Cormorant Junction, located 336 feet south of thco stzavlon at Lake
Cormorant, where the Tallsghatchie Dictrict converses ulth the
Clarksdale Digtrictes The grode for south-bound tr:ins 1s ssgcend-
ing from C.105 to 0.265 percent for e dilestance of 1,500 feet,
followed by descending grade ranging from 0.01 to C.85 percent
which extenda 2,100 feet to the point of gecldent. From Lake
Cormorant Junction the grade for north-bound train- 1s C.0568
percent ascending to the point of asccldent.

The autometic block signgls involved are siwnels L-175 and
I~183, located 2.03 miles and 2,217 feet, regpcctively, north of
the poilnt of accldent. These simnols sre of the S~poaition,
upper~quadrant, scmaphore tvpe, night indications Leing green,
yellow and red, for 1proceed" "orocesd at medium ;need prepared
to gtop at the next sirnglV, 'nd "etop: then procnpd", respoct-
1vely. Speclsl instructions rontained in the ciueionle provide
thet on single track bctween Weat Junction end Lale Cormorant
Junction treins may pass "stop and proceed" signcle without stop-
plng, proceeding at restricted speed, not excecding 15 miles per
hours, The maximum authorized spged for freight tralns of thne
cheracter of Extras 665 and 2007 1s 35 mlles per hours
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Rule 93 of the Transportation Rules provides in part that
within yard limits the main track may be used, clearing the tlme
of first class traing: second and thlird class and extrs trains
must nove within yard limits prepsred to stop unless the main
track 1s seen or known to be clears. In case of accident the
regponslibility rests wlth the approaching train. Under timo-
table rules, northward trains are superior by directione

The yard-limlt board 1s located 405 feet north of the north
silding cwltch.

The weather was clear at the time of the accldent, which
occurred about 7:35 pem.

Degcription

Horth~bound freight train Extra 885 consisted of 26 carg and
a caboocge, haguled by I. C. engine 6&5, and was 1n charge of
Conductor Bostwright and Englnenan Roach. This train arrived at
Lake Cormorzsnt from the Tallahatchie District at 8:35 pemay
according to ths trsein sheet, and when 1t was ready to depart
from thet olace the crew recelved a copy of traln order 94, Form
19, readlng as followsa:

Eng 2007 run extra West Jet to Gwin
vig Tutwiler and has right over Ex
665 north Hulet to Lake Cormorant but
wait at Walls until 620 p.m. for Ex
665 north.

Between 7:10 and 7:17 p.me this train started to move northward
on the maln track and was proceeding at a apeed estlmated to have
been between 3 and 10 miles per hour when south-bound Extra 2007
wes seen passlng the north siding gwitchs - Engine 6385 was rew
versed and the train was moving backward at a speed estlmaied to
nave been about 6 miles per hour when it was struck by Extra 2007.

South-bound freilght traln Extra 2007 conglsted of 78 cars
and a caboose, hauled by I.C. engine 2007, and wan in charge of
Conductor Millsap and Engineman Lyrnche The crew of thlg ftrain
had in 1ts possession train order S4, Form 19, reading as follows:

Engine 2007 run extra West Ject to Gwin via
Tutwiler and has right over Extra €65 north Hulet
to Lake Cormorant but walt at Walle until 820 pm
for Extra 665 north. Extra 665 north gets this
order st Larke Cormorant. At 420 p.m. 81l over due
trains except No. 72 have arrived and departed at
Weat Jete Hulet Lake Cormorante Nog 33 and 312
have no slgnals through.
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appreciabiy at the time of the collision. However, 1t vos
apparent that an effort had been made to stop as he hesrd a 7ern-
1ng sounded by the whigtle of engine 2007, and the brakes on

. Extra 2007 vere applled when that trailn stopped.

Head Brakeman Faust, of Extra 685, ststed that he saw traln
order 94 gnd understood that Extra 2007 was to enter the sldinge
When the block-signal indication changed to red, the engineman
closed the throttle and allcwed the engine to drift. In » few
minutes the flreman czlled a warnlng to get off, that the extra
had pagsged the switch. Extra 2007 was not traveling at a hilgh
rate of speed; 1t stopped within two car lengths after siriking
hils train. The headlight on engine €65 was burning brightly
leaving the station and sgleo at the time of the accident, but he
wasg unable t0 gay whether 3t had been dimmed in the interaim; the
headlight on engine 2007 was burning brightly. He had been
operating on this loczl for two or three months and on previlous
occaslonsg had recelved traln orders similar to the one recccived
on the day of the =sccident.

Conductor Boatwright, Middle Brakeman King end Flagman Brysnt
gtated that they were not aware of the occurrence of the accldent
until after thelr trailn stopped; the back-up movement was Lade in
the ususl manner and they did not Teel any lmpact. Trein ordzr
94 wzs not unusual, snd similar orders wherein they had the right
to proceecd northward on the maln track to the north siding switch
had been recelved on previous occaslons. Brgkeman King lfuvrther
stated thet an air-brake btest was made before leaving Lambolt,
their inaitigl terminsl, and thst the brake plpe of their trzin
wag intact after the gccldent. He thought that under Rule €5
Extra 2007 had authority to use the msin track south of the northe
slding-switch at Lgke Cormorant.

Engineman Lynch, of Extra 2007, gtated that the sgir brszkes
were teated before lesving thelr inltial terminal and the beskes
functioned satisgfactorily when -he made the-brake application on
approaching Lake Cormorant. He understood traln order 94 clearly,
end gsid that under its provisglons he should have entered the
north siding switea. He was operatlng hia train at a speced of
gbout 30 mlleg per hour approaching Lske Cormorant and rounding
the curve north thereof, spproxlmately 50 or 65 car lengchs north
of the switch, he made a 1Z-pound brake-pipe reduction but re-
leased the brakes when he did not sze a traln ncar the switcha

. He gaw the red indication of the block signal, but inasmuch as
he dld not see the extra traln he figured that it was down at the
station, and passad the north giding swlitch at a soveced of sbout
15 miles per hour. He did not see the opposing traln until the
headlight of that train wss turned on, at which time 1t was avout
150 feet distant. He immediately applied the alr brakes 1in
emergency and opencd the ganders. He egstimated the gpeed of hisg
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train to have been about 10 miles per hour at the time of the
colllsion, and thought that 1t stopped within 60 or &5 feet after
gtriking the other traln. The headlight on his engine was burn-
ing brightly and there was nothing to obstruct his view., He

stated that he did not remember of having previously received an .
order giving him right to Leke Cormorant:; usually right vas con-
ferred to Lake Cormorant Junctilon. He stated that he had sounded
the meeting point whistle signal on approaching Lake Cormorant.

The classlfication lamps on Extra 665 were not burning % the time
of the collision,

Fireman Kinney, of Extra 2007, stated that he rcad the train
orders and understood that thelr train should take ths siding at
Lake Cormorant for Extrs G665. Although tne order wag dlscussed
nothing was said about entering the sidlnz, but on previous
occaslong with eimilar orders they had haaded in at that polnt.
Approaching Lake Cormorant Wis treih wes traveling at & spzed of
23 or 25 miles per hour, end as they entered the tangent track
and the red indication of the block-glgnal ceme into view the
engineman made g gervice application of the alr brekege Fireman
Kinney then started to work on the filre and when he thought they
were cloge to the switch he looked out aheced; several geconds
elapsed before he was sble to agcertain hie location and he then
renllzed that they had passed the switch. The next instant he
gaw o headlight ahead and after he hsd called a warning, he
atepped down to the deck and jumped off, Ag he d1d so he heard
the air brakes belng applied in emergency. At that time he
thought the opposgsing train was about 10 or 12 car lengths distant
and his own train was 30 or 35 car lengths south of the switchs
Extra 665 was not displaylng classification lightse

Hegd Brakeman Keller, of Extra 2007, gtated that he read the
train orders and underatood that hls train was required to cnter
the giding at Lake Cormorant for Extrag 665. He obsgerved the
vyellow indication of the signel north of Lake Cormorant. Hlg
traln was tresveling at a speed of 25 or 30 miles per uscur when he
gaw the red indlcation of the block signal gt the north slding- -
gwltch about 40 car lengths distant, and after 1ts indicestion had
been called by the firsman and himself, the erglneman mede a
gervice application of the alr brskese He then got doun from the
brakeman's seat gnd went to the deck preparstory to getting off
to open the switch. The spesd was belng reduced and he thought
1t waz about 15 miles per hour when the fireman celled a wvearning.
He looked ahead from the gangway, and seeing the headlipght of a
train about 10 car lengths distant, he Jjumped off. A%t that time .
the speed was between 10 and 15 mlles per hour.

Conductor Millsap, of Extra 2007, stated that he heerd
Engineman Lynch read train order 94 before leaving their 1lnatlal
terminal, and the englneman then remarked that they hac right
over Extra 665 to Lake Cormorant. Approaching Cormorant he felt
an application of the alr brakes, and after the trein hed traveled
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ahout 15 or 20 car lengths and the speed had been reduced to
about 15 miles per hour, they were released. This operation

of the train brakes indicated to him that the engineman was going
to hesd in on the giding. He knew that they were close to the
swyltch, but from his locatlon in the cakoose he was unable to
tell whether the engineman was headlng in or not. He then felt
an emergency epplicetion of the alr brakes and the train stopped
wlthin a distance of four or flve car lengths.

Train Dispatcher Page, who issued train order 94 to Zxtras
8685 and 2007, stated that under this order Extra 2007 ghouild have
entered the north end of the siding at Lak=s Cormorent, inasmuch
28 there was a traln on the main track at that point, bnut Rule

935 gave Extra 2007 aluthority to use the main track at that place
orovided the main track was clear.

Digecussion

The evidence 1ls to the effect thot the englneman of Extra
2007 obgerved the red 1indicatlon of the block signal loceted near
the north siding-switch and redoced the speed of his train to
about 15 miles per hour, but continved on the main track south
of the switch when he dld not sze any obstruection. He did not
dce the opposing traln until the headlight of that train was turned
on only a short distance ahesd of him. He then applied the air
brakegs in emergency and opened the sanders, and had reduced the
speed of hila train to about 10 miles per hour at the timc of the

accldentes

Under trein order 24, Extra 2007 had right over Extra ©85
to the north siding-switch at Lake Cormorant; the terms of this
order were clearly understood by the crews of both trainse In
view of the fact thet Extra 665 was cccupyling the wmain track south
of the north giding-~switch, northbound tralng being guperior by
direction, Extra 2007 ghould have entered the siding at bthe-norsh
switch., However, as the engilneman of Extra 2007 did not see the
opposing traln he proceeded on the maln track uvnder authority of
rule 93 and when he saw the opposing train e wes unacle to stop
in time to prevent the accident.

Rule 17 provideg that by night the headlight +i11l be dis-
Played to the front of every train ccoupying the msln trzcky never—
thelegs the englneman of Extre $A5 elther turned off or dimmed
hls headlight after Extra 2007 was seen epproaching, and the only
cxplanatlion advanced of thls action was that 1t was 1ntended to
afford the englneman of the south-bound traln s better range of
vision in approaching the swiltch; ag the engineman of Extrs €65
wasg Xilled 1in the accldent his reason for dimming the headlight
could not be definltely determlned. After Extra 2007 had passed
the north gwitch, the headiight was again turned on, the engine
reversed and the train had gtarted a back-up movement when 1t was
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struck by Extra 2007. There 1s but 1ittle doubt that observance
of Rule 17 would have enabled the engineman of Extra 2007 to see .
Extra 665 in time to prevent the accident. The englnerah and
fireman of Extra 2007 stated that the clagsiflcatlon lsmps on
engine 886 were also unlighted. Had the olassification lanps

been lighted, the engineman of the opposing train mi.ht have seen
them 1n time to avoid the accident.

Conclusion
This accldent was cauged by the fallure of Extra 2007 %o
be operated under proper sontrol wiihim-¥ard limitss
Regpectfully submitted,
W. J+ PATTERSCN,

Directors



