INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2665
THE - WVHEELING AND LAKE ERIE RAILWAY COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR NEW CUMRBERLAND, OHIO, ON

JANUARY 1, 1943
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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:

Train numbers:
Enplne numbers:
Consist:
Estimated speed:
Operstion:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cguse:

Recommendation:

- 2 - Inv-2665

SUMMARY

Wneeling and Lake Erie
January 1, 1943

New Cumberland, Onio
Head-end collision

Pennsylvania freight: Pennsylvaniz

freignt
Extra 7088 Weest : Extra 9448 East
7088 ¢ 9448-90211
41 cars, caboose : 52 cars, caboose
12-38 m. p. n. : 16-35 m. p. h.

Timetable and train orders

Single: 2°15' curve; 0.15 percent
ascending grade westward

Cloudy
4:35 a., m.
3 killed; 12 injured

Accldent caused by fallure
to obey a meet order

That the Wneeling and Lake Erie
Railway Company establisn an
adequate block-signal system on
tae line involved in this accident



INTERSTATE CCOMMERCE CCMMISSICN

NVESTIGATION NO. 2665

Il THE MATTER OF MAKTNG ACCIDEZNT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UriDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910/

THE WHEELING AND LAKE ERIE RATLWAY COMPAN

February 15, 1943.

Accldent near llew Cumberland, Orio, on Janusry 1, 1943,
ceused by failure to obey a meet order.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATYTREON, Commicesioner:

Cn January 1, 1242, taere wrs a nead-end collislon be-
tween two Penneylvenia Rallroad frelgnt trains on tne line
of tne Wnesling ané Lake Frie Rallwsy Company near New
Cumberland, Chio, which resalted in the deats of 2 Pennsyl-
vanig Railroad employees ahd 1 Wneeling and Lake Erie Rallway
enployee, and tne injury of 2 Pennsgylvania Rallroad employees
and S Wneeling and Lake Erie Rallway employees. Tnis accident
was investigated in conjunction with a reprecsentative of tne
Pu»lic Utilities Cormission of Onio.

Lunder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the ghove-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commissior to Commissioner Pattcrson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operatlion

Tnle accident occurred on that part of the Toledo Division
extending between Pittsburgn Junction and Harmon, Onio, a dis-
tance of 45.6 miles. Retween Lonas, 1.1 miles east of Harmon,
and Pittsburgh Junction this is a single-track line over wnich
treins are operated by timetable and train orders, Tnere isg
no block system in use. Trains of tne Pittsburgn & Wegt
Virginia Railway are regularly operated over tnis portion of
tue raillroad and, because of flood conditions on a line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, the Pennsylvania Railroed trains involved
were belng omeratcd over tnis . line. At New Cumberland a siding
0,504 fcet in length parallcls tne main track on tne north.

Tne west switcn of this siding 1s 1.13 miles west of the sta-
tion. Tne accident occurred at a point 2.08 miles west of tne
wegstl siding-switcn. Approacning from the east there are, in
succession, a tangent 1,097,2 feet in length, a 3° curve to

"tne rigat 2,512.8 reet, a tangent 1,740.2 feet and a 2015

curve to the left 770.1 feet to the point of accident. Approach-
Ing from tne west Thnere is a tangent 1.1 miles 1n lengtn, which
is followed by = 2°18' curve to tac rignt 821.4 feet to the
point of accident. At tne point of accident the grade 1s 0.15
percent ascendaing westward.

Opcrating rules read in part as follows:

95 * o® %

Extr- trains must not be run witnout an
order from tne Superintendent.

FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS

Form A. Fixing Meeting Points for
Opposing Trains

% % %
Examples.
(1) % 4 9

Extra 99 Vorth will mect Extra
100 Soutn at Milan.

L

Treins recciving theses orders will
run with respect to cacn other to the
designated points and there meet in thne
manner provided by the Rulecg.

Tne maximum autnorized speed for thne trains involved is
o0 miles per nour.
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Deccription of Accident

Extra 7088 Weet, a west-bound Pennsylvania Rallroad freight
train, consisted at the time of the accident of eniine 7088, Il
loaded and 10 empty csrs and a caboose. At Pittsburgn Junction,
26.5 miles east of New Cumbsrland, tne crew rcceived a elearance
card and cooles of seven train ordere, of whnicn one was traln
order No. 4, Form 19, reagding in part as follows: .

P Co Eng 7088 will run extra
Pgn Jot to-Lonas ¥ % *

Tnis train deperted from Pittsburga Junction at 1:50 a. m.,
according to the disgpatecuer's record of mevement of trains. At
_Snerrodsville, 8.1 milcs east of Wovr Cumberland and the last
open coffice, tne crew reoceived a clearance card and copliesc of
train ovder No. 18, Fora 19, reading in pert as follows!

—r

C

Fng PWV 1001 and P Co Eng ©440
vill run Zxa Lonas <o rra Job

will meet ¥ % % P (o I 7088
Vazey ¥ % % 5t Vew Cunberland

¥ ¥ % P (o Exa 7083 egt % 3
teke gidinp ¥ %

Snon afuer tiais order was completed, a message wos 1ssued that
enpgiree 9148 would be gubgtituted for engine 2440 on order No.
16. Exura 7038 departed Tfrom Sherrodsville at 3:13 a. m., and
stopped 1n tne giding ot liew Cumberland about 4 a. m., where

it woas required to vaolt until Extra 1001 East and Extra 2448
FEast nod Leen nmet. About £0 minutes leter, after Extra 1001
East nad peseged tne west sidinc-switer, Extra 7068 Wost de-
parted and wnlle moving at a speed variously estimated as 12

to 38 miles per nour 1t collided witn Extra 9443 East ot a point
$.08 miles west of Ulie weost siding-switch at New Cumberland.

Extra €443 East, on esst-bound Pennsylvania Railrcad
freigrt trein, consisted at the time of tne accildent of engines
€443 and 9211, 52 lo-ded cars and a ceboose. At Harmon, 19.1
miles west of New Cumberlond, the crew received o cl:arance
cerd and coples of five trein orders, of wnlcn one was train
order No. 16, Form 19, previously quoted. Tnis trasin departed
from Hermon ot $:145 n. m., eccording %to the dispatchner's record
of movement of trsins, departed from Vallcy Junction, 5 miles
veet of New Cumberland r~nd the leoet open office, at 4:34 a. m.,
end wnile moving a2t a epz2ed varioucly estimated as 16 to 35
miles per nour it collid=d wita Fxtra 7083 West.

From en englre moving in eiJker directiion, in tne vicinity
of tane roint of eccident, the view of a traln approacning from
the opposite direction is restricted to a dicstance of about 400
feet, becauce of embankments adjacent to tne track and track
curThLure.
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Tne front end of thne engine of Extra 7088 “est was crushed
inward snd tne cab was demolisned. Tne cistern was torn from
tne freme of tne tender. Tne first car was demolisned. Tne
second car was derailled, and stopped upright and parallel to
tne track. Tne front end of tne first engine of Exira 9448
Fast was crusned inweard and tne cab was demollisned. Tne tender
of the first engine was demglisncd 'end wedged under tne driving
wineels of the second enzine:! The tehder of the second engine
was badly damaged. Thne Ilrst to ceventn cars, inglusive, wercs
derailed and stopped in varlous sitidne Qf tneqe cars, onc
was demolisaed and tne remeinder Vnre bedlv damaged.. The front
truck of the elgnta car was derailled.

1T was cloudy at the time of tne accident, wnicn occurred
8t 4:35 a. m.

H

Thie employees killed wpre the engineer of Extra 7088 "est
and tne engineer-vilot and tn nplneer of tne firet engine of
Extra 9448 Eact. Tne employees injured were tne eng1neer—01lot,
tne fireman, tne front brakeman, the conductor-pilot and the
flegman of Extra ¥0SE Vest, snd the flremen of tne first eagilne,
tne encinecr and tne fireman orf the second engine, the front
brakeman, tuhe conductor-pilot, ine conductor and tne flagman
of Extra 9448 East.

Data

During tne 30-day period preceding tae day of the acclaent,
tne average dally movement in the vicinity of tne point of
accldent was 25.88 trains.

Discussion

Tne rules governing overation on tne line invelvoed vprovide
tnat extra trains, witn rospect to obposing cxtra trains, will
Ve zovernced by traln orders.

Tne inveetigaetion diecloced tnat tne crews of bothn treins
involved neld copies of trails: order No. 16, which established
New Cumberland as tnc meeting volnt netween Extra 7028 West and
Extras 1001 and 944% Taect. HAxtra 7038 Weet and Extra 9448 East
vere treing cf tne Pennsylvenia Reilroad and the crews were not
familiﬁr vitn tne territory involved. Eacn of trnese Traines was
in tne caarge of & conductor-pllot and an enginzer-nilod, wno
were experiencel employees ol tae "meeling and Lake Erie Railway
Extra 7038 met Extra 1001 at New Cumoerland, then it proceeded
and collided witn Extra 9448 at a point absut 3 miles vest of
tne west siding-switch. Thne view ned by the menmbers of the
crews on tne enzines of botn treine of tne moint vrere the accl-
dent occurred was restricted to a distence of about 400 feet.
Action to stop their respective trains wae taken by the englinser
prilots, but the distance was not sufficlent to stop snort of

tne point of collisiorn.

(J
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. Trein order No. 16 wae received by the crew of Extra 7085
West at Snerrodsville, 5.4 miles east of New Cumberland. Ac-
cording to thne statements of the engineer-pilot -and tne
conductor-pilot of Extrs 7088, tney read and understood tne
order. The engineer-pilot said thnat wnen Extra 1007 vas ‘
epproacning New Cumberland, nis train had been in tne siding
about 20 minutes and during that period he was engeged in
assisting tne fireman in moving coal to tne front end of tne
fender. Wnen the rear of Extrs 1001 cleared the west siding-
switcn, Extra 7088 departed and tne engineer-pilot said ne was
not aware trnat ne nad overlooked Extra 9448 until tne accident
occurred. Tae conductor-pilot gaid tnat nic copy of order To.
16 nad ceen misplaced ofter ne read it at Snerrodsville and ne
was attempting to find 1t wnen tne accident occurred. Because
they were nct femilier with the territory involved, the other
surviving members of the crew of Extra 7088 g»id they were de-
pending upon tne conductor-pilot ond the engineer-pilot to
comply with the rules.

Cr. Tne linre involved in tnie accident, traine are opereted
by timetavle &nd troin orderg only. If an adequate block gyetenm
nad been in use on this line, tnis accident would not nave
occurred.

Cavse

It is Tfound tn-t this accident wrg caused by frilure to
obey a meet order.

Recommendeaetion

It ig recommended thet thne Wneeling and Lake Erie Rallway
Company esbtrblisn en ~dequate Dlock-signal system on trne line

involved 1In this accident.

Dated at Wragnington, D. C., tnls tnirteentn

doy of Februory, 1943.

’

£y tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary. .



