INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIZATION NO. 2529

THE VESTERN PACIFIC RAILRCAD CO¥PANY

REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT

KEAR 3UnOL, CALIF., ON
SEPTEMEER 22, 1941




Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:

Estimated speed:

Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Recommendetion:

-2 - Inv=2529

SUMMARY

Western Pacific
September 22, 1941
Sunol, Calif.

Head-end collision

Passenger : Light engine
40 ¢ Extra 83 West
17¢ T 63

10 cars :

8 m. p. h. : 30 m. p. h,

Sinrle; 2° curve; 0.56 percent
ascending grade eastward
Clear

10:23 p. m.

3 killed; 33 injured

Accident caused by an inferior train
occupyling the main trsck on the
time of en oppcsing superior train

That the Western Pacific Railroad
Company establish en adequate
block-signsel system on the line
involved in this accident.
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIZATION NO. 2529
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Il TEE YATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UIDER THE ACCIDENT REPCORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROCAD COMPAINY

November 17, 1941

Accident near Sunol, Calif., on September 22, 1241, caused Dby
an inferior train occupying the main track on the time
of an orposing superior train,

1
REPCRT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSOKN, Commissioner:

On Scptember 22, 1941, there was a head-end collision
between a vassenger train and a light engine on the Western
Pacific Railroad near Sunol, Calif., which resulted in the
cdeatr of 3 train-service employees, and the injury of 23 pas-
sengsers, 1 nesws-cervice employee, 1 Pullman employee, 4 dining-
car ewnrloyees, 2 traln porters and 2 train-service employees.
Tnls accident was investigeted in conjunction vith the Railroad
Commission of California,

Under authority of secction 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce
Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred bty the Commission
to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and disposition.
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Sunol, Calif.,
September 22, 1941.
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The tender cistern becam= detacred and stopred to the right of
the treck, at an angle of about 45 degrees to the engine. The
first car stooped upright snd at almost right angles to the
track. The front truck of the second car was derailed., Both
cars were badly damaged

The wegther was clear at the tire of the accldent, which
occurred at 10:22 p. m,

The employees killed were the engineer, the fireman and the

baggayse of No. 40. The emnloyees injured vere the engineer and
the fireman of Extra 83.

Data

During the 3l-day period preceding the day of the accident,
the average daily movement over the territory involved was 20.7
trains.

According to the timetanle, YNo. 40 was c¢ue to leave Sunol
at 10:08 v. m., Pleasanton, 5.5 miles ceca2st of Sunol, at 10:15
p. m., and Livermore, 11.6 miles esst of Sunol, at 10:25 p. m,
There 1s a sidiag at =ach of tnece stations,

Piscussion

The rules r-overning opercstion on tre line involved provide
that an inferior traln must keen out of tne way of an opposing
superlor traln, =snd an extra train must clecar the time of an
opposing regular train not less then 5 minutes. All the
employees involved understood tiiesce requirements.

No. 40, which wns an esst-bournd first-class train, was due
to leave Sunol, 1.5 miles west of the point of accident, at
10:08 p. m. This train passed Sunol 5%t 10:20 p. m., 12 minutes

late, and co0llided wish Extra 83 Weest svout 10:23 p. m. No train
2

order restricting the movement of No. 40 had teen 1ssued, IExtra
£ did not reach Livermore, 11.8 miles east of Sunol, until
p. m., and lo. 40 waq ate %o lesave Plerganton, 5.5 miles

f Suaol and the fir sidiny west of Livermore, at 10:15
P. m.; therefore, Extra 8? had no authority to proceed beyond
Livermore for No., 40. Extra &2 not only proceeded beyond Live
more but also passed Pleasanton and collided with lNo. 40 at a
point 4 miles west of Pleassanton, 20 minutes after the time 1t
was 'edulrei to be into clear &t Suncl, if it proceeded to that
station for No. 40.

The surviving meubers of the crew of No. 40 seid that the
first they Znew of anthLng veins wrong was when the brokes were
apvlied in emergency; then the 1mpabt occurred almost lumedlate-
1ly.



The crew of Extra 82 consisted of the engineer and the fire-
man. According to the statement of the engineer, he and the
reman compared time with the standsrd clock at Stocxton Yard..
8 waich was 15 seconds slow and the fireman's watch was 5

scconds fast. Train orders had been iscsued specifying that

Extra 53 would walt at Altamont, 35.5 miles west of Stockton Yarg,
untll 9:45 ». m. This train departed from Stockton Yard about

o0 p. m. The engineer did not again check his time until his
rain passed Altamont about ©:45 p. m. At Livermore, 8.9 miles
west of Altamont, his watch indicated the time as ©:50 p. m. and
he estimated there was sufficient time to proceed to Sunol, a dis-
tance of 11.6 miles, ana to clear for No. 40 not later than 10:03
p. m. He Gid not observe that, according to his check of the
Time, his train had traveled a distance cof 8.2 miles in 5 minutes.
The fireman said he did not check the time at any point en route;
however, after his train passed Livermore ne checked the time No,
40 was due to leave Pleasanton and Sunol but did rot consult with
tne engineer as he dzpended upon him to couply with the rules.

ct 0

As Extra 63 approsch:sd the point vhere the =ceident occurred,

the speed was acout 4C miles per hour. About 2,000 feet east of
he point of accident, the cnginecr observed the reflection of a
headlight on the rails snd *thousht 1t was a trsin aporosching on
the line of the Southern Pacific Company. Socn afterward the
engineer reslized tnat No. 4C wos avprosching. Ee immedistely
applied the brakes in emersency and the speed was reduced %o
aovout 30 miles per hoar at the time of the enllision. A few min-
utes alter ithe accluent occurred the enpineer checked his weatch,
which was running at that time, and it indiceted 1C O'clock. It
was his opinion that his watclh had become delective during the
Utrip and had lost 20 minutes en route. The watch was ¢ stancard
railroac watch and for several morths wrior to the dey of tne
acclident 1t hed operated satisfactorily. I7 was lest inspected
12 days before the accident and was found to be 3 seconds slow.
The enginecr szi1d it hed not been allowed to run ¢do-n since the
lect incpection. After the accident, thke watch wes under obser-
vatlon for a period of 4 days and curing that 7eriod it keot
accurate time.

Trains on the line involved are opereted in the vicinity of
the volnt of accident by timetable and train orders only. If an
adequate block system had been in use on thils linec, this acci-—.
dent would not have occurred.

Cause
It is found that this =2ccident was csused by an inferior

train occupyring she main track on the time of en opposing super-
ior tesin,
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Recommendation

That the Western Pacific Railroad Company establish an ade-
quate block-signal system on the line involved in this accldent.
An order to show cause wny i1t should not do so will be served on
sald carrier,

Dated at Washington, D. C., thils seventeenth
day of November, 1841,

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. RARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.



