INTERSTATE COMMERCE COUMISSION

WASHINGTICN

INVESTIGATION NC. 2772
THE WESTZRN PACIFIC RATILROAD COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR PULGA, CALIF., ON
FESRUARY 10, 1944
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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Equipment involved:

Train number:
Engine number:

Consist:

Estimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Ceuse:

-2 - Inv-2772

SUMMARY

Western Pacific
February 10, 1944
Pulga, Calif.
Head-end collision

Freignt train : Track motor-car
and trailer

Extra 22 East H

22

3 cars, caboose ! lotor-car 818,
trailer 1556

15 m. p. n. ! 10 m. p. h.

Timetable and train orders

Single; 5°03' curve; 0.92 percent
ascending grade eastward

Clear

11:50 a. m.

3 killed; & injured

Failure to provide protection

for movement of track motor-car
and trailer



THTERSTATE COMUERCE CCYMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2772

IN THE MATTER OF IIAKING ACCIDENT I!VESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF iIAY 8, 1810.

THE WESTEZRN PACIFIC RAILROAD COIPANY

March 6, 1944.

Accident near Pulga, Calif., on February 10, 1944, caused
by fallure to provide protection for tae movement of
a track motor-car and trailer.

1
RTIPO=T OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Cnairman:

On February 10, 1944, there was a nead-end collision
between a freignt train and a track motor-car on tne "estern
Pacific Railroad near Pulgs, Calif., wnich resulted in tne
deatn of tnree employees, and thne injury of three employees.
Tnis gecident was investigated in conjunction witn a repre-
sentative of the Railroad Commission of California.

lynder autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by thne
Commission to Chairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position. '
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tris accident occurred on tnat part of tne Western Division
designeted as thne Thlrd Subdivision and extending between
Oroville and Portola, Calif.; 116.3 miles. In tne vicinity of
tne point of accident this wss a single-track line over wnich
trains were operated by timetavle and train orders. Tnere was
ne block system in use. Tne accident occurred 1.26 miles east
of Pulga. From the west there-were, in succession, a tangent
821 feet in lengtn, a 4°24' curve to the left 495 feet, a tan-
cent 121 feet, a 6808' curve to tne rignt 728 feet, 2 tangent
232 feet, a 4010' curve to the left 670 feet, a tanzent 737
feet and a 5°03' curve to tne left 250 feet to the point of
accident and 737 feet beyond. From the east there were, in
succession, a tangent 1,363 feet, a 3° ‘curve to tne left 493
feet, a tangent 54% feet an® tne curve on wnica tne accldent
occurred. Tne grade for east-bound trains was 0.92 nercent
ascending.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

EXTRA GANG, STCTION, ERIDGE
\WD TUNWEL rORTIEN

1114. Oneration of nand and motor cers on curves
must be protected provnerly by flag, excent wnen
view conditions are sufficlently favorable tnat
car can be stopned and taken off on aovnroacn of
train cr otner nand or motor car.

Safety rules governing operation of track motor-cars read
in part as follows:

4. W §ow

Gang cars with trailers, maximun speed...
1t MFH on straignt track, 10 !'P3 on curves;

L

10. Employees operating cars on main tracks snall,
waen practicable, obtaln information regarding
trains but sucn information will not relieve
fnem from tane responsivility for protecting
their cars as required by trhe Book of Rules.
Tney will see that thelr cars are clear of tne
main track for all trains.

12. The men on the car must keep a snharn lookout
at 2ll times for apvnroaching trains, % % *
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17. Motor cars must not be run witnout taking
along sufficient men to nandle tne car
properly on and off the track and foremen
snould see tnat the gang is instructed and
trained-in regard to proper procedure in
case of emergency,. first to avoid injury
to employees, and second, to motor cars. .

Tne maximum authorized speed for tne train involved was
20 miles per nour.

Descrivption of Accident

Extra 22 East, an east-bound freignt train, consisting of
engine 22, neaded westward, three cars and a caboose, in the
order named, devarted from Pulga, tne last open office, at
11:45 a. m., and wnile moving at an estimated speed of 15 miles
per nour it collided with track motor-car 818 at a point 1.26
miles east of Pulga.

Track motor-car 818 and trailer 1556, coupled, in the
order named, departed west-bound from a point about 3 miles
east of Fulga about 11:45 a. m., and wnile moving at an esti-
mated speed of 10 miles per nour it collided with Extra 22 East.

llotor-car 818 was demolished. Trailer 1556 and the front

end of engine 22 were slightly dameged.
&

From a west-bound motor-car moving in tne vicinity of the
point of accident, tne view of an east-bound engine was re-
stricted to a distance of about 200 feet, because of embankments
adjacent to tne track and track curvature.

It was clear at tne time of tne accident, wnicnh occurred
about 11:50 a. m.

Tne emoloyees killed and injured were members of a bridge
force.

Discussion

Tne rules governing oneration of track motor-cars on this
line provide tnat flag protection must be vprovided in territory
wrnere tne view is obstructed. Operators of motor-cars were
autrorized to obtair. information regarding tne movement of
trains, but they were instructed that sucn information did not
pernit tne operation of motor-cars witnout prover flag protec-
tion. The purpose of issuing sucn information was to prevent
trains being stopoed by a flagman of a motor-car.

A bricge force was engaged tenporarily in repair work at
a point about 3 miles east of Pulga, and nade frequent trips
by motor-car between tnat point and Pulga. A portable telephone
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wac provided for communication on thne train dispatcher's cir-
cuit. About 11:35 a. m. tne foreman of thne bridge force com-
municated with thne train dismatcner to obtain information
regarding train movements between Pulga and the point of work.
Tne foreman understood tne dispatcner to say that no train
would denart eastward from Pulga prior to 1:30 p. m. Tne train
dispatcher said he tnought that the section foreman at Bloomer,
21.6 miles west of Pulga, nad asked for information regarding
train movements between Pulga and Bloomer. Extra 22 East had
passed Bloomer. Tnis train was en route to Camp Rodgers, 16.1
miles east of Pulga, and tnen it would return to Oroville, 34.1
miles west of Pulga. The dispatciner expected tnis train to
depart from Pulga on its west-bound trip about 1:30 p. m., and
ne issued the information with reference to the west-bound trip.
Tnere was considerable line interference on the telepnone cir-
cuit and he thougnt tnis condition caused him to misunderstand
tne location of tne person calling for information. On previous
trios the foreman nad redquired & flagman to precede nhis motor-

car to provide protection at polnts where the view was obstructed.

He understood that, according to tne rules, flag protection was
required in this instance but he tnougnt ne would arrive at
Pulga prior to 1:30 p. m., and ne permitted the motor-car and
trailer to be operated without protection. He relied consider-
ably vopon tne fact tnat recently practically all train movements
nad been discontinued, bscause of fire in a tunnel about 18
miles east of Pulga. He was on the front end of tne motor-car
and first observed tne apnroaching train when it was about 200
feet distant. He immediately called a warning to tne men on

tne motor-car and the trailer, then jumped Just before thne
collision occurred. Tne engineer of Extra 22 East saw the
motor—-car winen it was about 200 feet distant, and ne immediately
moved thne brake valve to emergency position. The speed of

Extra 22 was about 15 miles per nour wnen tne collision occurred.

If the movement of the motor-car and trailer nad been made
under flag protection in accordance witn the rules, tnis acci-
dent would not nave occurred.

Cause

It is found that this accident was caused by failure to
provide protection for tne movement of a track motor-car and
trailer.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this sixtn
day of Marcn, 1944.

By the Commission, Chairman Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.
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