INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO, 3628
WESTERN MARYLAND RAILWAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR PINESBURG, MD., ON
APRIL 25, 1955




Dats:

Rallroad:
Locatlon:

Kind of acoldent:
Tralne involved:

Train numbers:

Engine numbers:

Consaists:

Speeda:
Operation:

Tracks:

¥eather:
T me:
Casualties:

Cause:

Recommendatlon:

Report No. 3628

April 25, 1955

Western Maryland

Pinesburg, Md.-

Rear-end ocollision

Frelght : Frelght

Extra 239 Esst B.% 0. Extra
948 East

Diensl=-slactric : Diesel-elsotrio

unites 2304 and units 948 and

394 182X

54 oars, cabooss : 76 oarse, caboose

Standing : 20 m, p. h.

Traln movenents wlth current of traffio
by elgnal indicatlona; movements
agalnet current of traffic by train

orders

Double; 3° ourve; 0.588 percent
deecending grade sastward

Ralning
1:02 a. m,

3 injured

Fallure to provide adequate protection
fer preceding train

That the Western Maryland Rallway Company

inetell an adequate dlock system for

movemants a
in the territory in which this accldent

goourred.

nst the current of traffic
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO, 3625

IN THZ MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDERT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

WESTERN MARYLAND RAILWAY COMPANY

May 27, 1956 / ;}

Accldent near Plnesburg, Md., on April 25, 1955, ecsuaed
by faliure to provide a&equate protection for ths
preceding traln,

et P ety

1
REPQRT OF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commiggiongr:

On April 25, 1855, there was a rear-end collislon
between twe freight traine on the Western Maryland Rallway
near Finesburg, Md., which resulted in the injury of three
smployees,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Con-
mercs Act the above-entitled procesding was referred by the
Commisslon to Commiassionsr Clarke for consideration and
dlaposition,
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Hagmratown, Md,

mtu- Euv. '
Willlemspert

2,0 mi,
Point of accident

0.4 mi.
Pinesburg

9.7 mi,
Big Poel Jct,
60,8 mi.
Cumberland, id,

Md,

#— To Cumberland, Md,

Report Ne, 3625
April 25, 1955

Western Marylapd Railway
Near Pinasburg,
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Locaticn _of Accident urd Methed nf Sosrstion

This accTaent scourrcd on that pact of tihe FagersTosn
Mvislon exterding between furberiand und Hagerstown, Md.,
73,0 mllert. Ir the vieinity ¢t the peolat > accldent Shia
ts & double=trezs uine, cver whish tralias maving with the
cirrent of traffis are cperated by eigmal indlcaltions.
Traing movln, sgainat Lhe current of traffic ars operated
bv traln oriers. A% 3Big Pool Jat,, 50,k alles easl =7
Crnbsrland, thls line ferus a Justion with a single-trach
iine whiech extendn wagtward £,1 milea tc a coenasetinn with
R lline of tue Sritimcre and Ohle Reliceald at Miiler, W, Va.
Tralns of %ne Baiilmore and Ohlio Felilroad regularly are
“nerated over that wortion of (e Westrrn Heryland Rellwiv
griending betwesn Mliler ame Hagerstown, vie Blp Poaol Juou.
it Pinesburg, 70,5 miles esst o»f Cumberiaad, a feelng=psant
Gragsovar connaels the twy mein tracie, he accident ossurred
nn the westwyard neln track et o goint 7.9 plles ean? ol
Cumberiand and 1,834 fret east of the we!s orotsover-swl*ub
£ Plneshurg. Traa the wert on s weghbeord track Shere ars,
in gnoceselon, & Sampend 1,507 feed In lenpgih, 8 3° curwva 1o
g left 412 vFoet, o tangent 381 fsat, a wuounl ourvae o
tha left, having o wexlmum curvatire of A414%, Q71 reai, &
tangent 377 [feat and a 3% curve t> the plegnt & fest t3 tha
Loint of acoldent ~nf 408 feat esatwerd. Turovghoub a
Jtetance of more uhipn L mils dmraligtal~ vest ¢ the nolnt
58 woolident %iie grade Tor exst-truord tralns varles bet.seen
1,188 pereent cnd U,783 peraent Jaceendirg and averagz. O, 47
rereent dessandling. AL the moln® of anclaent the frale ig
0,086 percent devernding easiward.

Batween pednts somvorimatelr 1,250 fest and 70C oot
wany of the mywganver nt Fliecbuse th2 waln trsans srs 3aid
‘n A out the walisc of which ries *u 4 helznt of nboub LT et
ahove the lavel 40 ths *fraagn, Jn the curvs easl ¢f Dipgmingeg
te tracks are latld 14 o todl. cab the vect ond ol which In
a-proximeteily 500 feeu cos8s ¢f the ¢ongerovar., The nporth wall
~l thig ocut riegsg to 2 belght of Arproxliaantely A0 feat above
toe trecka, hetwoen tidg aut and the rolind of aecldsri tie
trooks are tadd Yo A side~hill sut, nid embeninents and
gberoppings of ~ock ricsely paraifel the weatwatrd brock on
the north,
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Thle carvier'a operating rulas :1ead 1n part aa follows:

Sb.  The foliowing sipnels will bLe uded by flaguern:

g L

S B

Night signajie--A red 1lghs,
Tarpeadocs and
L ET.

7l. Unlesa ecao form of bleck zyetem 1 uscd,
trodne in the seas direnilon must heep not leag
then five riovves spert, except in ~loasirg np at
gfatlong, ® ¥ &

UP. When & traun s%opa unler ofpcwasiencne Lo
wilok 41 may be asertelten by onother train, She
flugman rust o ek lanedlatoly with Fiagannl
algnale a4 gulfinlent dirgtance to Lawurc~ FulY rro-
tuct’cn“ plising %o tsrpedned, And 10N e el erlty,
tu sddltion, digolaytar llghied fusess, ® # #

® e

The maximus attn“r’t“ﬁ apesd et f et teowinas ta 4D
£1les per nour, “ut 1% fa vantricted to 2) mdlsa per hwrr

on the cUrvs tasﬁ ¢f Pﬁnwsbwrg.
Lezaripi b ot Arctlent

Zvira 258 Irut, W een -ttt W, 4 frolght treln, ocoa-
stated of Dleea: plactrds w68 LU ard J9A, souled in
Mad Biple«unit oontrol, £4 :nrs, anc 1 csbonce, At Blig Pool
Tot,, 10,1 miilcen west "of tae pcﬁnu ¢ ancident a.4 tha 1agy
en office, asnuere of the orew rece’ved, agoay oclnere,
wiles of tralr oi1der Mo, 408 recdlng An parl a4 follnwa:

SUTRA MR8 BABRT ANp Bl.% Q, TE™A 948 EAT
HAVE RIMT OVER OFPOSING TRAYNS O ¥WTITWARD
TRAGK 826G PuCL JU®, To WILLIAMSSDRT ZAST IND.

L R ]
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arG 2 medsare contrlu’us the loformsatisn tosi Sitre 80 Pash
oL Blg ooy Jet. s 147 p, me Whiliswcers fs 12,7
miley emst of By Tum' Jot, This toaln gun A1 7e:ted Lo Sho
wae berd track ruf Goprrted Ceas Big Yool Sob, my 140 LE

e B It atoposa beland Bxtrs of £aas% abpat 12 € &, .,
Hth the very ex 2% ¢ palal oa e walm e fro~k 1 504
rret sngt of the wose wradnever=eviish wl Flredwovg,  About
A0 mlnutes later thy tecr o we 2i-uwd w B% €, Titre

S48 Taub »

Jo B O Exts @M Wmav, an eagt=Ywound (2 oht sonla,
condtsbed of Dloesel~ocentovs uille 248 g9 16834, ¢34 1¢d In
Erltipnt e-anl v terten., V8 ners, wrd A ralevcs, Thile fpaty
won Joutedl lo fne Weeowrg Muryirnd Llne o PiUYer at ‘%%
2, %, A% BRlg Poul Jel, onpded of tradr asier Dol 400 ware
delliverel o ngvpery of the ores and ~he wreln tae S ex.ed
to the waalwara track., IV fegruted fronm wFle priad ot L0041
sad white zovind al & speed of 20 miles por hgur Y

FIR
u?ru@i tiit rear end of Exliz 258 Fae”,

The cabnoae #nd Live reer four rarg of Bt 292 Fast
vere fermailed arce ¢hopped In vaslond rog iads an op Reng
the treci. The cehouse anc tno res> Uwy afrg were bedly
doanagud, The fhizd grd fowrtn wear cede wers scemevhst deragad.
The Zocomaiive ard She Phlort Tty cacr of Fo§ Q Felre 948 Japt
wgsrk nepriled. Coporstinng oorvrerst Dafwrel (Fe Dissel-r]eo-
tric vhite and RE Ac~h 838 o7 whe JUret mer, The first Dlegel-
elesirle unlt atopne? wisth the Trsas end 7% Io¢t 22.% 37 the
peias of acltislon, ¢n tne norih aide of ithe vectwnrd tveck
804 rarslilel v 1%, Thia vrdt wes svesturned o the Jelt
geat st the amberimont aerth of toe tvask, The 2surnd Measl-
agaa%ria WPl gtepnsd om 138 svrhe a'de at A0 rasle of arout
4% deprans to vhe fWwoge with The {rent end sievated on Sie
gapsnknest sboud 30 feeld rordn o $re trock and s pear enld
aovetg thie Palits 67 the ecetmed Sveek., 109 dern 7Taf cors
gtopred ir varto.s posiilons ou of nesy the Tiesak,  The Dlescl-
elontpis undfe we~e bhally Cuaany A, The Llvat rap wee somswhat
Camaged mnd fhe eraond ank ust pl.oRhtly desars®, Jrflamrpadbls
masarial ip The srnckags beass o Lesited end She rabgos) mg
ZeTe D40 Dary g e ® ¢ reprmi-elsctrig unlt Af 5,4 0,
%%%%g 935 %3@“ i%:ﬁgkgarirgﬁﬁmyiﬁ éy@%ﬁg Eazlﬁziﬁaqiawa fur ther

davared BY file,
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epng 2nd the Pront bpralksann of

Ty cngleder, ke fip
2o injvied,

B2 O, Exira 948 Baut we

It wee ralpluZ ot She time ef the aqaldene, wuch
aelerel aloal 1iN2 e, 2

e Dlesai~clnztrla wdts of tne loecrolti—e 28 k& O,
Frima 949 Fae’ rera routpnad wlth B4-RL boeks coulv er i,
L gaf&t;vwnmtml Pantur: retuated WY ¢ £ pruirl ws prys
%1ded8,

AT kR

Ped O, Fairs 130 Eea®, an wisi-lound fratght world a0k

elsiing of B Sl Medal-elesiriy losamsien, 13% nsea,
end p osorore, Cesaried fLom Blg Foael Jabt, o w6 saciweind
teagk 2% W23 p. A , Apmi) &4, 13BC. geagud ¢ of The noml ey
of ~ars in thy, tmalu ¢ ecnd mot eledr the aratward Lomolr
2t Wulliawepors, [0 gresrdarae otk lnvoruet.eng previously
fggnued t9 the erew L¥ wnd stoeenrd un thy cesalbeund tweel vant
¢f the nlghway crossl ey % Flurebues shwnl 138 p, po, with
the fiony oMl nI the Ionmetler gpproxlumntely (& Pert weet
el the eenseover, Yollowirg =uef-n0md Speiet - teades wdon
$t wug Intende” voula pasa 16 weye gperaleu Aurinel tee current
of tpeflig oa e woatwscd teack hrtvesn PLlg Yool Jel, and ’
Wiliemgrortd au® Jdeperted froa Lie Beol dok, wg Toilowg
B.e @, Exvre 2ol Dowt at M4l p. owm,, ZZtra S0 Faat 8t 2Ra4?

o B, Birre 208 Baet A0 138 p, a., nd F.& L, @rira 248

8% At iP:41 r. W, Fe & C, Dxira 248 Dagt paosed M1lieme -
posct st 1107 p, . Exors %0 feas atopre® wilbla yerd 1imlte
at thet peint wnd the Jellowing tralr gorped beibind i,

When Fxrre 2487 Fias glonned bebliad Frira FO Jmet at
Witliaga.ort about 020 &, 7., w flurss wes ‘o ide cabnose
s the vther rerhury A the rtew wers oL tie lowiotive, Te -
Front eud o7 %he Tpeis wrs wathd masd Viptie acl ibe ~gar agd
wod 8% & potat 2,30 Toel wawt of The emst pd-itmit algn,
™e marker lampe a” th: seqp f b osvwoss ora Yighood and
dimpiayed yuloe 0 the ress o e el4¢ nevl W the suatmod ‘
teack and rad to e Faor n the yrasglus stor,  Jrmedictely
2iter che terlp srornel “he Tleowmon vrgersdog weriisel wlith
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flagmen's sl g, in additien to his white light, snd
stopped in the vielnity of the eact srosgover-ewitch at
Pinesburg, 1,843 feet west of the point at whieh the
caboose stopped, He sald that he plazed one torpedo on

the rail at thie polrt but later removed 1% and procesdsed
between the tracke to the vicinlty of ths west orossoverw
aiiteh% 1,804 feet weet of the rear end of his train, He
thought this was suffleoient dAistance to provide pretection
for hie tralnm but A1d not pince torpsdces, When he observed
the reflection of the headlight of aa spprosshing train he
1ighted e red fusee and gave atop signala a¢ the headlight
oame ihto view on the westwerd track spprozimetely 800 feet
vest sf the oroedcver, After hiws sl 8 were acknowledged
by the engineer ne extinguished the fusss and proceeded to
the north slde of the weetward track. He pald he gbeerved
that tho brakee on the cara of this train were not heavily
appilsd ae they pasged the point where he wog standing apd
he did not think that an smergengy application wae made
before the colllalen ocourrsd,

As B.% 0, Extra 548 Fast was appresching the point where
the accident socurred the englnemen and the %font brakeman
woere maintaining a lookout shead from the corirol ocompartment
gt the frent of the locomptlve, The conductor and the flag-~
man wers in the caboose. The headlight wag lighted brightiy.
The brakes of this train had been tested and had fynctiohed
properly when used en route., Tha dynamic brake was applled,
The anginesr eounded the against-current-cf-~traffio and the
de-crossing whietle signale a8 the treln was approachlng
inesburg and was sompleting the final blaat of the latter
signal when he observed atop siznale being given with a lighted
red fus2e 1n the vieinity of the oicsscver, The other members
of the orsw on the locomotive slmultanscusly called a warning.
The engineer eald that le imxedlately acknnwiedged the signale
and the flagman extinguished the fusee, Ho sald that he
previously had asde a brake-pips reducticn of & to 8 pounds
in first-gervice position to redugce epeed In compllance with
the rest:&gtlun on the ocurve esat of Plneaburg and that he
made an ttional & %o 8 pound breke-pipe reduction in
service position in the vioinity of the wegt oroesover-swltch.
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When the speed was not materiall
Y reduced bafare the 1 =
;iv:ogggsgg the flagman he became concerned. He sald %ﬁ::ﬂ
tirdd R ¢ breke valve to emargency poesition at a poiat
g feet sast of the oroseover and then opened the
;ant:r valves, relesced the pedel of the ssfety-control
eature and applied the independent brake, Hs thought the
sanders previously had beogme abstruoted becouss thay had
not funotlioned whan the lodomotive slippe? en routs. KHe
gold thet the apeed of the train wes refuced to about 25
niles g;r hour before he left the centrel cospartment. The
front bratezan sald that the brekes were applisd in emergen-
oy when the locomotive entered the cut eppreximately 500
feet easgt of the srossover, The flrerman and the front breke~
ean 1oft the control compartiment and entered the engine

compartment before the aoccident occurred. The engineer jumpsd

eff the locomctive approximately 200 feet west of the point
of collielon, The conductor and the flagman sald that they
vere preparing tc detach the egboose from the frein at the
tize the brakes became applied in emsrgenoy. The conducter
gaid that the emergency application was made about 18 te

20 seconds before the ccllision oceurrsd,

Masbers of the orew on the logomotive of B.& 0. Extra
930 East,vhish wae stopped on the eastwerd track weat of
the highway ocroasing at Pinesburg, sald that they obaserved
the flagman of Extra B39 Eset remaln 1n the vicinlty of the
orossever for a pariod of approximstely 30 minutes, Iamedl-
ately after the acoident oocurred the englnesr and the front
brakeman of this train proceseded to the north slde of the
westward track and found the unburned portlon of a fusee at
a point & or 6 feet weat of the reeume~spesd elgn, whiah 1s
looated ), 713 foot weat of the point of agelident, They eall
they wers certaln thls was the fudee used by the flagman
becauee it bore no indications of long exposirs %o’ the reln
which had been falling interm!tteantly for sevaeral hours and

ne other fusees had been thrown off from passing trains during

the peried thelr train had been standlng in thie vieclnity.

After the accident ocourred, the brakes cf the rear "4

oke of B.& 0. Extra 948 East wers tested.
g;gsbggg’:h:rogsg egrs wore found te be inoperative besauee

£ broken pipes. Brake-oylinder plston travel in excess of
3 inches ugspfound on 18 other cars,

. \
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. Eraminstion of the tage of the gpeed-recording Jevige
of the locomotive of B.& O, Bxtra 048 Faat lrdinstss that
this traln wvas soving at & apeed of 35 mlles per hour when
the breks application became effsctive and that fhe apged
voa reducsd to about 20 ailse per hour at the poeint of
colllelon, In tests made under conditions of wigiblilty
slmilar to those whioh preveiled at the time of {h: ascident,
1t wae digelosed thet becaute of track ocurvaturz anl the
valle of & out the vlew of a flegran's night slgnals from
the engineer®s poslition 4in the control comparstmsnt of an
eae t-pound locoRmotive approaching the croesover at Plaoesburg
on the weetward track is restiricted to a distanse of about
800 feet, Under these cipcussgiances 1¢ appesrs that ths
dlslance from which flegging signals were gilven in the
instant case wag not sauffintent to provide full protection,
&8 required by the rules,

The lovestigation dlecloged that durlng the J0-day
period preceding the day of the accldent 17 traine ware
operated agalnat the current of traffic in this terrltery.
The book of operating rules ¢f this ocarrier contalns manuale
biosk rules and these rules sre in effect in adjacen? single-
temnk Serritors. With opsn train order offlces lecated at
eonvenient points and persomnel alpeady famliliar with operation
und@ these rules, the appliecstion of manual-tlock rules to
govsT movementd egalnst the current of treffis in thia terrl-
tory would provide immedinte, sdditional protection. If an
aaguate blook system had been in use for euch movexents the
following train would bave recelved deftnite informxtion that
the bloak In which 1% wap moving was oocuplsd by a preceding

teelin,
5 gﬂﬁgﬁ

This accident wes caueed by fallure to provide adsquate
protestion for the precedlng frein,
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Resomzendation
It is recoomended that the Western Maryland Rallwey
Company install an adeguate block system for movements
egainat the ourrent of traffic in the terrlitory in whish
this aocolident ogcurrad,

Deted at Washington, D. 0., this twenty-seventh
day of May, 1980,

By the Commission, Commlgsioner Clarke.

( SEAL) RAROLD D. Me0O0Y,
Becretary.



