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INTERSTATY COMMERCE COMMISSIOW

WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3453
WESTZAN MARYLAND RAILWAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT MOWTROSE, W. VA., ON
FEBRUARY 26, 1952
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Dates
Raillroad:
Location:

Kinéd of aczident:

Equipment 1nvolved:

Traln number:
Engine number:
Coni'lste
Spreedr«:
Opriratlion:

Track:

Wea ther:
Time:
Cagualties:

Ceusge:

SUMMARY

February 28, 1952
Western Maryland

Montrose, W, Va,

Report lo. 3453

Rear-end c¢nllision

Track motor-car No,

7

Extra MC 7 East

Standing

: Erytra 817 Eost

817

i 9 cars, caboose

25 m, D,

Timetable and t:raln orvders

S8ingle; tancent; 0,36 percent
ascending crade eastward

Clear

7:56 a, m,

1 killed; 1 injured

Fallure to provlde rear-end prouccction

for movement of

track motor-cal

Frelrh¢ train

he
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO., 2458

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF [MAY 6, 1910,

WESTERN MARYLAND RAILWAY COMPANY

April 7, 1952

Accldent at Montrose, W. Va., on Februvary 28, 19852, causcd
by fallure to provide rear-end protection for the »
novement of a track motor-car,

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

_Ca Pebruary 28, 1952, there was 2 rear-2nd colliclon
betweer a track motor—car and a freicht train on the Yestern
Maryland Rallway at Montrose, W, Va., which resuvlted in the
death of one maintenance-of-way cmployee, and the injury of
one mointenance-of-way employec,

1

Under authnrity of section 17 (2) of thc Intersteie Comm
merce Act the abvove~entitled proceedias was referrcd by the
Commisclon to Commissioner Pattilson Tor consideration and
dl sposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

' This sccident occurred on that part of the Elkins
Divislon externdi.g tetween Elkins and Xnobmount, W, Va.,
108,8 .iiles, In the vicinlty of the point of accident this
ig a single-track line, over wnich tralns are operatea by
timetable and tirain orders. There is no block systen in
use, The accident occurred on the main track at a point 11.7
milecs east of Elkins and 249 fect cast of the station «
lontroce. From the woest there are, in succession, a tongent
1,128 feet in length, a 2°30' curve to the risht 800 feet,
and a tanvent 14 feet to the point of accldent and 919 feel
castward. The grade 1s 0,36 percent asceading ecstword at
the voint of accident,

This carrier's operating rules read in part a4 follows:

S
idagnen:

o

35, The following signale will be used by f

Day sisnals--A reda flag,
Torpedoes and
Fusces.

Lo U

91. Unless some form of block system is used,
trains in the sane direction must xeep not less than
5 minutes epart, except in closing up at stations, * % ¥

99. When o traln stops undor circumstances ln which
1t may be overtaken by enother traian, the flagman aust

co back immedlately with {lagnan's signals a suflficilent
dlstance to insure full protection * # #

L S L

Wnen a train is moving undéer circumstances in which
1t may be overtakon by ancther train, the flagman nmugt
talze such action as may be necessary to insure full
protection. By night, or by dey when the viev lis
obscured, lighted “usees must be thrown off at proper

' intervals.

L
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705. Train djgpatchers must not issue traln orders
for the movement of & moter car unless the motor car .
operator, or an employe aeting as pilot, has passed
required examination on Book of Rules and Special
Instructions,

706. When motor cars are making movements authorized
by Trailn Orders, rules of the Book of Rules and Spccial
Instructlons of Divislon Time Tables govern,

719, Motor car opcrators must be qualified to comply
with the rules governlng the movement of motor cers and
must also know the physical choracteristics of that
portion of the railroad over which the motor car is to
be opcrated, otherwise an =mployc whe 1s qunalificd must
act as pilot.

The maximum authorized speed for freipht trains was 30
miles per hour,

Description of Accident

At Elkins a bridge and building supervisor, who was
acting as pilot of track motor-csr No, 7, and a track motor—
car operator recelved, among others, coples of train orcer
No., 203 reading as follows:

Motor Car 7 run extra Elkxins to Xnobmount

Track motor-car No, 7, occupled by a division engineer,

a track supervisor, the bridge and building supervisor,

and the track motor-car operator, departed east-bound

from Elkins about 7:28 a, m. About 7:56 a¢ m. the track
motor—car was stopped on the main track at a2 point 249 fee¥
east of the station at Montrese., About 30 seconds later i%
wvas struck by Extra 817 East,

Extra 817 East, an east~beund frelght tralp, consisted
of englne 817, nine cars and a caboose, This train departel
from Elkins about 7333 as m. &and while moving at a speed of
ebout 25 miles per hour 1t struck track mo terecar No, 7 .

The track metor=—car wos not derailed, but was moved
eastward a dlstance of 357 feet, to the point where the englne
of Extra 817 East storned, It wgs badly domaged, %YThe front
end of the engine of Extra 817 East was slizghtly damaged,
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The bridge and tullding supervisor was killed, and tic
traci . urervisor was injured,

The weather vas clear at the time of the accident, wirlck
occurrcd about 7;06 a., m.

Track motor—-car No,., 7 was a 1937 model seven-pasasonaer
four-doos Lincoln scdan equipped with 3Z%-inch flan~ed ctoel
wheele for operatlon on standard gage traciz, It was eculpned
with clectric marker and classlficatlon lights, It weilcled
approximately 5,700 pounds.

During the 30-day period rireceding the day of the

“acclident the average daily movement in the vicinity of

the point of accident was 10 trains.

Digenussion

- n the line of thils carrvier rovements of autonobile-=tyre
traclz motor-cars, which cannot re ramoved Tron the Urachk
readily, are authcerined b trein orders. "hen a movementg
1s so outhorized, the rules and special instructions rertaln-
Ing to the movement of trains alseo apply to the movement of
the track motor—car. If the movement of a track motor-car
is-avtlorized by train order and the rotor-car operator liag
not passed an examination on the operating rules, an emplclres
who 18 ¢qualified mirst accorpany the car ~nd act as nllct,
With the exception of the track rotor-car operator, each of
the cccupants of track motor—car No. 7 was quaiified on the
operating rules. At the tirme of the accident the bridze and
building suvervisor was asslzned to act rs pillot.

Track motor-car No. 7 was being used in inspection vori,
It wos intended that the track motor-car wo:ld follow lin, 1C,
an east-bound passenger train, from Flkinsg to Cumberland, lid,,
3.5 miles cast of Knobmount, The bridre and bullding
supcr'visor obtained train orders authorizing fthne movement from
Elkins to Knobmount. Before No. 10 departed Trom Elkins, the
track supervisor ascertained from tiie conductor of Extra
817 East that that train would be resdy to follow No, 10,
He arraared with the conductor to permit the track motor-car
to precede Extvra 317 East from Elkins, and after he boarced
the track motor—car he informed the other occupants of this
arrangcnent. The conductor sald thec track supervisor told
him that the track motor—car would mnike no stops on 1rauve,
and sald he zave this information to the other menbors of
his crew, MNo. 10 departed from Elkins at 7:2% a., m., on tlne,
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The track motor-car followed Mo, 10 from the passenqger g£ictlon,
and o minutes later Zxtra €17 Lagt centered the maln track a
short distunce cast of the passenger station and followed

the frack motor-car frox that point, The frack motcr—car .
maintalncd a speed of about 25 miles per hour betwsen Elxlns

and Honiroze., Therec was no train-order ofr'ice between those
stations., It was stonmed at a point 243 feet east of the
station at Montrose to permit the occunants to inspect a

draln which was belins instelled near the track., About 3C
scconds later, and as the car wns about %o proceed, 1t wus
struck by Extra 817 East. The surviving occupants sald that
there had been no conversction regaidinz the rfollowing truln
af-er they left Elzing, and that nc protection against followlng
trains wes provided eitiier kefore or after the car stonped.

As Extra 817 East was epproachling tke point where the
accldent occurred the greed was about 22 miler per hour. Th
englnemen were maintaining a looliout aneed from thelr positions
on the engine, and the members of tie train crew were in the
caboose, Eecause of curvature of the track ond 2 retaining
woll and a statlon builéins located soutr of the track, the
point at which the track motor-car stopped is not visivle from
an engine approachin:g from the west at distrnces greater thaa
600 tcet., When the enginecer nbserved the trock motor—car oliead
he immedlotely mede an emergcncy application of the braxes,
closrd the throttle, and ovn-ncd th- wsander valve. He tlought
the sovced wae ahout 25 rilles per nour when the collislon
occurrced, According to tur tane of the snesd recording device,
the meximum sveed atitnined by Extra 817 East betwecen Elikins
and Montrose wag 20 niles per our.,

When a trailn is movine under circumstanced in which 1t
may e overtaken by ancther train, the rul-s roquire that the
fla-man toke such scotion as may be necessary to insure full
pro“ection, Yhen a train stops under circumstances in vhich
it 1oy be overtaken by ancther train, the flasman must go Lack
Immediately with flagman's signels e sufficlent dlstance to
insure [ull protection. If the moverent of a track motur=car
is autherized by traim order, the rules reculre that the
same prot-ction be provided for the trazck motor-car as
would be provided for a train., In the instant case no -
protection against “ollowins trains was provided by the
occupants of track mntor-car No. 7, B .
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It 1+ found that this aceident wis cavsed by fallure
te wovide re r-end uwrotaction for tle meovermeant of a
y be e nap
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Daned at Woghington, D, C., this seventh
R
A7

Ula
dav of April, O,
Sy o Eve Comdienion, C

n, Comrisgloner Fatterson.,
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