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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:
Trein number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Speed:

Cperation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Inv-2611

Wabaseh

August 4, 1942

Truesdale, Mo.

Train struck track laborers
Passenger

Firgt 2

691

& carsg

€7 m. p. n.

Timetable, train orders and
automatic block-signal system

single; 1° left curve; 1.24
percent descending grade eastward

Cloudy

1:17 p. m.

10 killed

Accident caused by fallure to

provide proper protection for
track laborers
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2611

IN THE MATTER CF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REFORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 110,

THE WABASH RATLROAD COMPANY

September 18, 1942,

Accident near Truesdale, Mo., on August 4, 1942, caused by
failure tc provide proper protection for track
laborers.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On August 4, 1942, a passenger train on the Wabash
Railroad struck men working on the track near Truesdale,
Mo. This accident resulted in the deatn of 10 men.

lUnder autnority of egection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the sbove-entitled proceeding was referrsd by the

Commisgion to Commisgioner Patterson for consideration and
dlsposition. :
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occcurred on that part of tne Moberly Divisicn
designated as thne 1l4th District and extending between Moberly
and Ferguson, Mo., a distance of 135 miles. In the vicinity of
tne point of accident this is a single-track line over wnich
trains are operated by timetable, traln orders and an automatic
block-signal system. Tne accident occurred at a point 2.6
miles west of the station at Truesdale. as tne polnt of aceci-
dent is approacned from tre west thnere is a tangent 2 miles in
lengtn, wnicn is followed by a 1° curve to the left extending
1,295 feet to the point of accident and 349 feei beyond. At
the polnt of accident the grade for east-bound trains is 1.24
percent descending.

In trne vicinity of the point of accidcnt the track is laid
in a cut, tne embankments of wnich are 1,250 [eet in length and
rise to a maximum nzight of 25 feet. The accident occurred at
a point about 975 feet cast of the weost end of this cut.

At tnc time of tinc accident 10 members of an cxtra gang of
16 men were operating pneumatic tools in tamping ballast on tnc
curve involved. A gasoline-cnpine-driven air-compressor, winicn
furnisned power for thc tarping tools, was located on thc nortn
side of the track at a point 22% fcet west of tne point of
accident.

In the vicirnity of the point of accident the maximum autaor-
ized speed for pacscnger trauing is 75 miles per hour.

Description of Accldent

First 2, an cast-bound first-clasg passenger train, con-
sisted of enginc 691, one baggage car, onec beggage-mall car,
two coaches, one dining car, onc Pullman slceping car, one
tourist car end ore Pullman sgleeping car, in tas order named.
All cars were of stecl consiruction. Tanis traila pesged Joncs-
purg, 10.2 miles west of Trucsdale and tne last owvcn office, at
1:11 p. m., 39 minutcs late, and vnile moving ~t a soced of 67
miles per nour, as indicatcd by the tape of thne speed-recorder
vith wnicn the cngine was equipped, it struck 10 members of ths
treck crew. Tne brakes of First 2 functioncd properly en route.
Tnere wes no condition of the engine that obscured tne vision
or distracted tno attention of tne cnginemen.

From an cast-bound engine, thc vicw of tne point wnerc the
accldent occurred is restricted to a distencc of about 250 fect,
beceause of track curvature and tnc cut.

The weatner wes cloudy at thc timec of the accident, which
occurrcd about 1:17 p. m.

The employecce killed worc the foreman and nine laborecrc of
the extra gang involved.
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Digcuscion

First 2 was moving in 2 cut on a l-degree curve %o the left
»t a spced of €7 milcs ner nour in territory wnere the maximum
ovinorized gpecd was 75 miles per nour wnen 1t struck and fatally
injured 10 menbers of an extra gang of 16 men wno were working
on tne track. No. 2 was due to lcave Pendleton, 3.1 milec west
f tne point where the accident occurred, at 12:33 p. m., and
ruccdale, 2.6 miles east of the point of accidernt, at 12:45
. n. No train ordcr rcstricting the movement of First 2 on the
curve involved nad been issued. No warning signal restricting
tne specd of First 2 wes placed in the vicinity of the point of
accident and no fleg protection was providced by tne track le-
borcrs. The engincmen were maintaining a lookout shead. The
fireman first saw tne men and cclled a warning to the engincer,
put the accldent occurred before action could be taxen to stop
Tne train. The view nad by tne cngineer of the point where tue
cccident occurred was restrictzd to a distonce of about 280 fcet,
tecause of track curveture and the cut.
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According to the st-vermentc of the 6 surviving members of
tne extra gang, the 10 employiss wao were killed were tamping
bellast with pneumrtic ter . ag tnols and were working in tnc
center of the utrack at a point 234 fcet cast of the location of
tne alr-compreescr. The r.rnaust of the alr-compressor cngine
end tne nolee mode by the tamping toole prevented the men from
ncering tne epproaching train. It had been the practice to
asslgn one member of the crew to ret as o lookout to werr tne
mcn of avproacning trains. Just prior to the time tne accidcat
occurred tne foreman nad assigned other duties to the member of
tne crew wnho hed been cn lockout duty and did not assign any
oftner employee to this duty. The track supcrvisor saild tnat the
Icreman of tne crew nnd Deen ingtructed to provice proper pro-
tection for nis men wnile they wers operabting ftamping tools.

Wny ne falled to provide protection cculd nct we determined, as
ne was killed in the acecident. If prctection ni~d been provided
for tne crew involved, this accldent could have been averted.
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It is found that this accident wes corused by failure to
provide propcr protection fer ftrack leborers.

Dated at Wasningtcn, D. C., tnis ciznteenth
dey of Scptember, 1942.

By the Commission, Commissioner Fettorson. ‘.’
W, P. BARTEL,

(SEAL)
Sccretary.
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