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Rallroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Equipment involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Estimated speed:

Operation:
Track:
Street:
Yeatner:
Time:

Casualtles:

Cause:

- 2 - Inv-2787

SUMMARY

YTabash
January 23, 1944

St. Louls, Mo.

Collision

Passenger train : Bus

208 :

661 :

5 cars . !

0 m. p. n. : 2 m. p. n.

Timetable, train orders and
avtomatic block-signal system

Double; tangent; 0.65 percent
descending grade soutaward

Tengent: crosses track at angle
of 74°40': practically level at
crossing

Clear

6:306 p. m.

11 killed; 7 injured

Eus being driven unon street

grade crossing immediately in
front of apvroacning train



INTERSTATE CO'GIERCE COIMMISSION .

INVESTIGATION NO. 2767

IN THE MATTER OF I[AKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REZPOFPTS ACT OF IIAY 6, 1810.

THT '"ABASH RATLROAD COIPANY

February 24, 1944.

Accident near £t. Louis, lo., on January 23, 1944, caused
Dy a bus being driver unon o street grade crossing
inmediately in front of an avwnroacuing train.

1
RZPORT OF THE COQUIIISSICH

PATTERSON, Chairman:

On January 23, 1944, tnere was a collislon between a
passenger train of the Wabasn Raillroad and a bus at a
street grade crossing near S5t. Lovis, lo., wnlca resulted
in the deatn of 10 bus passengers and the bus driver, and

tne injury of 7 Lus passengers. )

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the sbove-entitled proceeding was referred Dy tne
Commission to Chairman Patterson for concideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Oderation

This accident occurred on tnat part of the lloberly Divi-
sion extending between Page Ave. Jct. and Grand Ave., S5%t. Louis,
Mo., 5.1 miles. Tnis was a double-track line over wnicn trains
moving witn the current of traffic were overatced by timetable,
train orders end an automatic vlock-signel system. Tne accident
occurred on the eastward main track at a point about 6.4 miles
nortn of tne station at St. Louis, wnere thne roilroad was
crossed at grade by Etzel Avenue. The tTracks at this voint
extended nortn and soutn, but 2 train moving southward was
east-bound according to time-table directions, From tne nortn
on the reilroad the track was tangent 2,882 feet to the cross-
ing and 1,974 feet beyond. At tnis point tne grade was 0.65
percent descending soutnward.

Etzel Avenue extended east and west and crossed the tracks
at an angle of 74940'. The street was tangent taroughout a
distance of about 1,000 feet east of the crossing #nd a con-
siderable distance westward. Tne grade for west-tound veuicles
was, successively, 0.65 vercent ascending 300 feet, 2.75 percent
ascending 100 feet to tne crossing, wnere it was practically
level, tnen £.5 percent ascending 250 feet beyond. There were
four auxiliary tracks at tne crossing, end on each side the
street was surfaced witz concrete to & widtn of 20 feet. The
crossing was 45.75 feet wide, and was surfaced with aspnalt.
Planks were provided on btotn sides of eacn rail.

A standard cross-buck-railroad-crossing sign was mounted
on a mast 10 feet in heignt located to the left of tne direc-
tion of west-bound traffic, 34.8 feet east of the center-line
of the eastward main track and 19.5 feet soutn of tne street.
This sign bore tne words "RAILROAD CROSIING" in black letters.
A crossing-wnistle sign for east-bound treins was located 629.5
feet nortn of the crossing.

Operating rules read in part as follows:
14. Engine “nistle Signals.

Note.--The signals prescribed are illus-

trated by "o" for short sounds; " " for longer
sounds. ¥ ¥

Scund. Indication.

(1) 0 Aonroaching public crossings
at grade. To be nrolonged
or reveated until crossing

is occupied by engine or car.
LK)




% * %

General Order 'o. 33-B of the State of Missouri Public
Servioevcommission read in part as follows: '

Rule No. 53. Driving Rules and Regulations.-

% 4k 3%

(c) . Every motor venicle transportating paseengers,
* % % shall, upon approaching any rallroad grade
crossinb, be brought to a full stop within 50 feet,
but not léss tnen 10 feet, from tne nearest rail

; of such rallroad grede crossing, and snall not pro-
ceed until due caution nas been taken to ascertain
tnat the course is clear; provided, that such full
stop snaell not be required * % % at a raillroed .
grede crossing protected by a watchman or traffic
officer on duty or by a trafflc-control "stop and
¢«o" signal (not rallroad flashing signal) giving
positive indicetion to approacaing venicles to
proceed. ¥ % %

L

Tne maximum autnorized sveed for passenger trains was 75
riles per nour.

Descrintion of Accident

No. 206, an east-bound first-class nassenger train, con-
sisted of engine 861, one passenger-~vaggage car, toree coacnes
and one cafe-varlor cer, in the order named. Thne cers were of
steel construction. Tnis train nasse& Page Ave. Jct. at 6:34
0. m., 4 ninutcs late, and wnile moving on the eastward main
track at an cstimated swecd of 30 miles per nour it struck a
bus et a street grede crossing about 0.5 nile squtn of thne
tover at Page Ave. Jct. ‘

Tne bus inveolvaed was owned by the 8t. Louls Public Service
Company of St. Louis, lo. It bore hﬁssouri license l'o. 4288,
City of St. Louls.licenses 0. 10565 and No, 180. Tne driver
neld issourl cnauffer's license No. 2309, issucd January 18,
1943. Tne bus was a 1932, 4-whecl, sin01L motor, Gennmral otors
model 739, equinpcd witn duel tires on the rear wneels, alr-
brakes on all wneels, and e nand-operated brake on tno drive
snaft, and weignced 11,000 pounds. The bus body was 23 feet 10
incncs long, 7 fcet 8 inchcs wide, and 7 feet 3 inchnes nign,
and nad seating capacity for 25 passengers. The windsnicld and
tne side windows wcere so arranged tnat tane driver prad unre-
stricted view ancad and to cecn side. Tals vchicle moved west-
ward on tne streect at an cstimated swced of 10 miles per nour,
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stopped a few feet east of the crossing and, after 'o. 203, a
west-bound passenger train consisting of an engine and 11 cars
and moving on the westward main track, nad passed over the
crossing, 1t proceeded upon tne crossing at an estimated speed
of 2 miles per nour and was struck by lc. 206.

The pbus was denolished, and tne wreckage stopped on the
vest slde of tne track 672 feet soutn of tne crossing. Uo.
206 was not derailed, and it stopped clear of the croesing with
tne front end of the engine 725 feet soutn of it. The front
end of tne engine was sligntly damaged.

It was clear and dusk ot tne time of the accident, wnich
occurred about £:36 p. m.

During tne &2-day period preceding thne day of the ‘accident,
the average daily movement of trains and switcn engines over
the crossing was 32. During tne 24-hour period beginning at
7 a. nm., Febrvary 1, 236 busses, 1,158 automobiles, 206 trucks,
286 trains, 16 switcning movements and 8 resilroad motor-cars
pessed over the crossing.

Digcussion

No. 208 was apnroescrning the crossing at a speed of about
30 miles per nhour. Thne neadlignt was lighted brightly and botn
enginemen were maintaining a loolout anead. The wnistle signal
for tne crossing wes sounded in compliance witn the rules. Tne
enfine of Mo. 208 =nasged the rear car of Yo. 203 about 80 feet
nortn of the crossing, Tae fireman of No. 206 lookel nortinward
for signals from tne rear of No. 203, then ne looked scutaward.
He saw tne bus enter unon tne crossing waen nis engine was about
50 feet north of it, and ne called a warning to thne engineer,
wino lunediately moved the brake valve To emergency vosition, but
tne collision occurred vefore the trakes became effective.

The crossing was mnrotected b, a cross-buck sign, and a
watenman wes on duty between 6:30 a. m. and 5:30 p. m., but at
the time of tne accident no watcamen was assigned to duty. The
bus stonped a few feet east of tne westward main track, and,
immediately after the resr car of No. 203 passed, the bus moved
unon the crossing and was struck. The fuel tank of tne bus was
ruptured and gasoline became ignited. Some of tne casualties
were tne resvlt of burns. The driver of tiae bus nad consider-
able experience, and nrior to tne accident ne nad made frequent
trips over tne crossing. He nad taken charge of the bus avbout
6:30 p. m. The bus was found to be in gecod mecananical conditicn
vnen it was inspected at the bus parage Jenuary 22. "nile No.
203 was moving over the crossing, tne driver could not see Yo.
206 aporoaching. The regulations of tie llissouri Public Service
Commission require motor venicles carrying passengers to stop
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withnin 50 feet but not 1le8s tharn 10 feect from tne nearest rail-
road track and not to proceed until nproper vnrecaution nas been
taken to ascertain trat tne way is clear. It could not be
determined way tne bus entered uvon the crossing immedlately
in front of the avproacaing train, as tng driver was fatelly
injured in tne accident.

@

( The investigation disclosed that on December 18, 1920, the
cerricr issued e bulletin restricting tne snced of all trains
over Etzel Avenve crossing to 10 miles per nour, and tnat a few
days later the liissouri Public Sarvice Commission issued an
ordelr requiring tne carrier to limit the speed of its troalns
wnile passing over this crossing to a maxirum of 10 mlles ner
nour. Altnougn neither the bulletin ner the order nad been
rescinded, tne current timetable did not carry suvcn restriction,
and No. 206 was moving at an estimated speed of 30 miles per
nour wnen tne collision occurrcd. “hnetner the accident would
nave been averted if tne speed of tne train had not been in
excess of 10 miles per nour was not detsrmined.

Cause
It is found that this accident was coused by a bus being
driven upon a street gracde crossing immedistely in front of an
approacning train. .

Dated at “Masnington, D. C., tnis twenty-fourtn
day of February, 1944.

Zy the Comnission, Cnairman Patterson.
Y. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL)
Secretary.



