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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:
Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

-2 Inv-2883

SUIMMARY 1..

Wabash

April 8, 1945
Clarksdale, Il1l.
Derailment

Passenger

>

70

(0]

6 cars
68 m. p. n.

Timetable, train orders and
automatic block-signel system

Double; tangent; level
Clear -
11:15 a. m.

2 kXilled; 235 injured

Train entering open switcn at
nign rate of speed
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2883

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

WABASH RATLROAD COMPANY

May 12, 1945.

Accident at Clarksdale, I1l., on April 8, 194&, caused
by a train entering an open switch at a high rate
of speed.

1l
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On April 8, 1945, there was a derallment of a passenger
train on tne Wabasn Railroad at Clarxsdale, Ill., wnicn re-
sulted in tne death of 2 train-service employees, and tne
Injury of 20 vassengers and 3 dining-car employees. This
accident was investigated in conjunction witn a representa-
tive of tne Illinois Commerce Commission.

lunder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Commlssion to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and

disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Cnmeration

Tnis accident occurred con that part of the Dscatur Divi-
sion designated as tne 13tn District and extending nortnward
from Granite City to Decatur, I11l., 104.9 miles, a double-
track line over wnich trains moving with tzne current of traffic
are operated by timetable, train orders and an autonatlc
block-sipgnal system. At the time of the accident tas nortgward
main track between Morriscenville and Taylorville, rcspectively,
64.5 and 76.5 miles north of Graenite City, was out of service,
and trains noving in either direction between these stations
were being operated on the scutnward main track. Movements
agalinst the current of traffic are made only in casec of emer-
gency and are operabt=d by timetable, train orders end a
manual-block system. At Clerksdale, 6.8 miles nortn of
Ulorrisonville, a trailling-point crossover 202 feet long con-
nects tae nortnward znd the soutnward main tracks. The soutn
switcn of tals crossover was 2,406 fest souta of tne station.
Tne accident occurred on this crossover at a point 83 feet
nortn of tne soutn switeh. <The main tracks are tangent
tnrougnout a distance ¢f 16.51 miles soutn of tnis point and
1.04 miles nortaoward. TZhe grade 1g level.

ITne switcn stand for the scuth switcn of the crossover

is between the moain tracks. IT is of tne nand-tnrow low-stand
tyn2 and 1¢ precvided with an oil lamp. Tne centers of tne
lenses are 22 incnes above the tops of the tics, Wnen the
suiten 1e 1lined normally a green lignt is displayed. Wnen tne
switcn is lined for movement from tne southward main track
througn tne crossover to the northward main track a red lignt
is displayed. '

Operating rules read in pert as follows:

icC. Jolor Signals,
Color. ) Indication.
(a) ‘Hed. Stop.
% % %
(c) Green, Proceed, and for other

uses prescribed by
the Rules.

FOR!E OF
TRATN ORDEERS.
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D-5.

Tne Tse Of a Section OFf Double

Providirg Por
Tracik As Single Track.

track will be used as single .
track oetween ¥ and G.
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A1l treins must use tne track specified be-
tween tne ststions named and will be governed
oy rvles for single track.
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The maximum authorized speed for pessenger trains is 80
miles per nocur.

Desgcrivtion of Accident

first-class passenger train, con-
-€-2 type, two haggage cars, three
"ge car, in the order neamed. All
tion. At Litcenfield, 27.1 niles
ew received covies of train order

T
coacnes an (
cers were of st
soutn of s
Yo. 49 rers

‘_‘J(_)

A£11 trains vse soutnward track as single
tracx between soutia crossover Taylorville
and crossover Morrisonville.

No. 4 departed from Litcifield at 10:42 a. m., 2 minutes late,
deperted from Morrisonville, the last open office, on tne
soutnward main track, at 11:0% a. a., 4 minutes late, and wnile
meving at a speed of €48 miles per nour it entered tne crossover
at Clarksdale at the soutzn switcn and was derailed.

The engine svonped on 1ts left side between tne main tracks
and practically parallel to them, witn tre front end 231 feet
nortnn of the voint of derailment. Tne tender was torn loose
from tne engine and s opped on 1ts rignt side about 1C feet
east of the nortihward main track and 500 feet norta of the .
voint of derailment. The first car stopped on its rignt side
cast of the tender. Thp second to tne fifth cars, inclusive,
stonped practically uprignt and in varlous 0081tions east of
the nortavard main track. The fiftn car stooped vprignt and
in line with the cro:csover. Tae engline and the first & cars
were badly damaged, and the rear 3 cars were sligntly damaged.
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During the 30-day vcriod prior to tnis 2ccident no mova-
ment ageinst tne current of traffic was made in tnis territory.

Tne weatner was cle=r at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 11:15 a. m.

Tae engineer and the fireman were killed.
Discussion

No. 4, a nortn-bound first-class passenger train, was
moving on tie soutnward nmain tr=scz at a spced of 66 miles per
: c iing to tne tppﬂ o tns speed recorder, in territory
s ma ;

cred tne crossover ~t Clarksdalc et the south switch and
wes derailed. As tine trsin vas asproacining Clarksd le Tnie con-
ductor was in the rear cer end the flagman was in tae taird
car. Tae first tihese amploysess knew of anything—belni wWrong
weg wnen tne vrakes became epplied in emergency Jjust before
D
is

in
ximum avtnorized speed was 80 miles ocr novr, wnen
Fal

.
u

tre de“all occurred. Exsmninotion immediately efter the

ed that tne sou*th switecn ol the crossover wos

te the crossover. It could not 2e determined

wasn tne enginemen first bocemne awarc trnet tnc switcen was im-

properly liined, as tnery wers killed in thne acci er*

[an

Tne investigation diq loced thar tae northwerd mein track
was out of service botween Morrisonville end m”V10”V i1le or
account ol thne derailment of a car of Extrs 25038 Nortn, n»
nortn-bound freignt train, in thas vicinity of Pelmer, 3 niles
soutn of Clarksdalec. Tne frent vortion of Extra 2an was moved
cn toe nortaward mein traclk to Taylorville, tren tne engine
returned to Pelmer on the soutnward mealn track. While t-ris

nelne was en route scutaward to Palmer it stonped in tne vi-
c¢h1‘7 of the crossover at Clarksdale about 10 2. m., ard tne
front bLrekeman weg left ot this point. He wos instructed by

tne cornductor to nold all scuth-vbound treins nortn of thne

crossover until encine 25C3 returrned to Clerrzedsale fron Pelmer

on tre soutawerd main track with tne resr vortion of tneir

treln. EHowever, wnen e:glne 2505 srrived at Palmer, 1t wes

Tound tnat it would necessary to repeir a darieged switcn

on Tne aortnward main tr ¢k sefore tnie intended movementv of

tne rear portion of Extira 2503 could be made. The trein dis-

patcher issued train order o. 49, whicn establisned the south-

ward main treck as single track, and No. 4 received tnis order
n ol

1e re~r porti:

oF Extre 2503, tne engine, tne
nductor and tae T
o i

ogman were at Palmer, end
11ty of tne crossover at
about 11:12 a. m.

a
at Litchafield. T
enginsmen, the co
tne front bra&ew
Clarksdale wnen

"

a8 in tne vice
. 4 pagsed Palme

o] ,«
B

o

Tne front brax 2 sald ne did not copersts either switch
of tns crosscver, a a a0 other person wes cobserved in the vi-
cinity prior to the accicdent. EHowever, a section forenmen end

A
-
2l



-5 - 2883

two leborers, wno were or a motor-cnr wnicn was operated on

the scuthwerd mein trsck immadiestely behind engire 2503 wnen

tnie engine moved soutnward from Taylorville to Pelmer, said

tney sew tne front brekomen line the south crossover switch

for entry to tne crossover irr"mdi,tely after their notor-car ‘
prssed the swlitch. The nortn crossover-switcn was cdamaged as

a raesult of thne accident to suchn zn extent that its pesition

at the time of the accident could not be determined.

In this territory movements against th. current of traffic
re permitted to be made at meximum authorized speed. The
utomatic block-signal system ir use does not provide protec-
ion for suchn movements and the mcens provided to eutnorize and
govern such rovements do not 27Zord equivalent protection. If
tne psas senger train involved in this acclident nred been eq ire
to approacn facing-point switcnes unaur control when operating
against the current of traffic tais accident micat nave been
prevented.

e A

.

-~

ct

Oruce
It ie Zound thnet tnis sccident wes caused 0y a train
entering an open svitcn ot s nigh rate of speed.

$]

Deted ot Washingten, D. C., this twelfth
day of May

(1,

By the Commission, Commissicner Pattersor.
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