
BUREAU OF SAFETY 

REPORT NO. 1970 

Railroad- Virginian 

Dote; February 25, 1935. 

Location; TiTriaton, W. Va. 

Kind of accident; Head-end collision 

Trains involved; T to freights 

Casualties; Nine injured 

Cause; Operator failed to deliver meet order. 
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I N T E R S T A T E C0HHERC2 C O H J C S I O H 

R S P C R T O F T H E D I R E C T O R OF T H E B U R E A U C F S A F E T Y C O J C E R H P K AN 
A C C I D E N T O N T H E V I R G I N I A N R A I L W A Y N E A R W R I S T O N H. V A . , 

ON F E B R U A R Y 2 5 , 1 0 3 5 . 

April 1, 1 9 3 5 . 

To tne Cor mi Gion 

Cri Focrunry 25, 193P, there var a no ad-end colLinion 
"between two freight trains n i tne Virginian Railway near Wnston, 
W. Va. , '/ hich rosuLted I ~, tie miuiv of nine employees. 

Location m d netnod of o iniction 

This Occident occurred on the Fourtn Sub-division the 
New R w r ± Division, wn-> on extrnds bet u m DR Tower and Eltaore, 
W. V - . , ^ di°t'mce of 60.3 miles, in tne vicinity of the point 
of accident this is ? stngle-trae l-c line ov°r w m c h trains are 
ooeraLed by tiup t-•el" aid tr^i n orders, no block-signal ay stem 
beinj in use. Tluo accident occurred about 1,397 foet west of 
jynoton station; au, ro icaing this J J U I N T from the east, the track 
is ton ent foi =< distanc- of 941.2 feet, followed by a 1 ° curve 
to tne It ft 090.8 teet in Length and then a 4 ° curve to the left 
6 8 5 feet in lenatn, the ^ccident occurring on tne 4 ° portion of 
tne curve at a point 7 8 feet iron its eastern rnd. Aporoacning 
from the west, tangent track eatendG a distance of 2 , 1 0 1 . 7 fe^t 
to th^ rurve on waich the accident occurred. The grade is 
general^ descending for west-hound, trains, being L . 8 4 3 percent 
at tne joint of ^ccioent, 

Be^iimii 1 6 1 feet v„ent of the station, there i^ a tunnel 
whicn extends .lestvard a distance of 7 1 ^ . 8 feet, oi to within 
5 3 0 lest of the point of accident. On account of thic tunnel, 
and ilso on account of a, roci^ cut on th^ inside of the curve, 
tne pox it of accident car no* be seen until it ir, only ^20 feet 
distant. 

The weather clear at the time of tne accident, which 
occurred <bout 8-05 r.K. 
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Point of 
accident 

CT1.H 

n U 

O CU -P m • 

T Elffliore 

2 5 , 9 m i . 

^ Harper 

8 .5 m l . 

12.D mi. 

2-3 mi . 
4 Hamil ton 

3 .U mi. 
^ Page 

S.2 mi . 

n.B. Tower 
(¥,Poe|ifljBter) 
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Description 

Extr r 710, a vest-bouna ireignt tram, consisted, of 16 
cars ana a caboose, hauled by engine 710, of the mallet type, 
and. was in cnarge of Conductor Senders and Engine nan Lambert. 
At Harper, ff, Va, , 20.5 miles east of Wriston, the crew of 
tnis t r a n received copies of train order 7, form 19, reading 
as follows; 

"Ho, 66, Eng. 465 meet Extra 710 west at 
Hamilton m d Extra 719 west ot Lively. 
j\To. 66 tr/ie sidm- at Hamilton and Lively." 

Hamilton is 3.5 miles 'est of "'Jnston. According to tne 
t r a m sheet, Extra 710 left Harper at 7 a.m. and at Pax, 12 miles 
east of wriston, a second copy of t r a m order 7 received. 
Extra 710 left Fax at 7;17 a.m., passed Oak Hill Junction, 3.4 
miles erst of Wriston, at 7; 59 a.m., according to la a m sheet, 
and l tiediately after passing Wriston it collided with T r a m Ho. 
66 while running at a, speed variously estimated at from 15 to 
20 miles per hour. 

T r a m F 0. 66, an east-bound third-cln< s local fieight 
tram, consisted oi 4 cars and a caboose, hauled by enune 465, 
and was m change of Conductor Simmons and Engmeman Escue. 
Before leaving Page, its initial station, 5.7 miles west of 
Wriston, tne crew of tins tram received t r a m order 9, wnicn 
was a run-late order on a fol 1 owing pa-senger tram, and t r i m 
order 10, which afforded protection for ti.e rear of T r a m No. 
66 until 9; 30 a.m; a clearance c rd also was issued mdicatm,, 
th „t ore ers 9 and 10 were all the orders th it were to be delivered 
to the orev,, althoagn t r a m order 7, previously Quoted, had been 
addressed to the crew of Train Ho. 6b at that point on form 19, 
T r a m jo. 66 left Page at 7; 50 a.m, according to tna t r a m sneet, 
pas red Hamilton and ^riston, m d collided witn Extra 710 m i l e 
running at a speed variously estiaated at from ]8 to 30 miles 
per hour. 

Enune 710 stopped m an uprignt position about 160 feet 
west of the point of accident, with all drivers of the low pressure 
engine and tne two front drivers oi tne high pressure engine 
derailed; the low pressure cylinders were broken loose and the 
engine frame broken m several places. The second car m the 
t r a m telescoped the first car and demolished it, botn cars 
being derailed but remaining upright on tne road bed. Engine 
465 stopped at a point 85 feet west of engine 710, or 245 feet 
west of the point of accident, with the engine track and front 
extension of the frame destroyed and the fire box buckled; the 
caboose was mocked off centej . The employees injured were tne 
engineman, fireman, conductor m d three crakemen of T r a m No. 66, 
and a car inspector n d m g m the caboose of this train, and the 
engmeman and fireman of Extra 710. 
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Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

E n g i n e m a n L a m b e r t , o f E x t r a 710 , s t a t e d t h a t h e r e c e i v e d jflfr 
o r d e r 7 , d i r e c t i n g h im t o meet T r a i n N o . 66 a t H a m i l t o n and 
a l s o r e c e i v e d t h e m i d d l e o r d e r a t P a x . He h a d a p p l i e d t h e 
b r a k e s a t t h e w e s t e r n e n t r a n c e o f t h e t u n n e l at W r i s t o n and 
h a d r e d u c e d t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n t o b e t w e e n 15 and SO m i l e s 
p e r h o u r when t h e f i r e m a n and brakeman s h o u t e d a w a r n i n g o f 
d a n g e r ; he made an e m e r g e n c y a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e b r a k e s b u t t h e 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e he saw th& apprxjaeJkl&g t r a i n * F i r e m a n 
Bur f o r d , ®f E x t r a 7 1 0 , s a i d he h a d p u t o n t h e r f j e c ' t c r i n t h e 
t u n n e l and th-en was l o o k i n g at t h e w a t e r g l a s s ; when he l o o k e d 
o u t h e saw T r a m - N o . 66 i Mediately a h e a d and c a l l e d t o t h e 
e n g i n e m a n . H e a d Brakeman G o o d e , who a l s o was on t h e l e f t s i d e 
o f t h e e n g i n e , e s t i m a t e d t h a t T r a m N o . 66 was a b o u t 150 f e e t 
d l s t a s t when he saw it_. C o n d u c t o r S a n d e r s , who was i n t h e 
c a b o o s e , f i x e d t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t a t 8 :05 a . m . 

E n g i n e m a n E g c u e , o f T r a m N o . 66, s t a t e d t h a t h e r e c e i v e d 
t r a i n o r d e r s 9 and 10 and c h e c k e d them w i t h t h e c l e a r a n c e c a r d 
p r i o r t o d e p a r t u r e f r o m p a g e ; t h e c l e a r a n c e c a r d r e f e r r e d t o 
no o t h e r o r d e r s . H i ? t r a m was m o v i n g about 20 m i l e s p e r h o u r 
when he saw E x t r a 710 a p p r o a c h i n g , f r o m 12 t o 15 c a r l e n g t h s 
d i s t a n t , and he a t o n c e s n u t o f f s t e a m , a p p l i e d t h e b r a k e s m 
e m e r g e n c y , w a r n e d t h e f i r e m a n t o j u m p , and t h e n g o t o f f j u s t 
"before t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

C o n d u c t o r S immons , o f T r a i n N o . 66, c o r r o b o r a t e d t h e 
s t a t e m e n t o f E n g i n e m a n E s c u e c o n c e r n i n g t h e c l e a r a n c e c a r d and 
o r d e r s r e c e i v e d . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t h e was p u t t i n g h i s b i l l s 
m o r d e r a t t h e a g e n t'8 d e s k a t p a g e when t h e o p e r a t o r p u t t h e 
o r d e r s on t h e t a b l e a n d s a i d " t n e r e a r e y o u r o r d e r s " . C o n d u c t o r 
Simmons, f i n i s h e d t h e h i l l s , and t h e n r e a d t h e o r d e r s and l e f t 
t h e o f f i c e , d i s c u s s i n g t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e o r d e r s w i t h E n g i n e m a n 
E s c u e b e f o r e d e p a r t i n g f r o m P a g e . 

S e c t i o n Foreman H a r a b l m , l o c a t e d at P a g e , s t a t e d t h a t he 
Was g o i n g t o work a t H a m i l t o n a n d w a n t e d t o g e t o u t a h e a d o f 
t h e l o c a l . The o p e r a t o r a t P a g e c a l l e d t h e d i s p a t c h e r f o r a 
l i n e - u p , a f t e r w h i c h t h e o p e r a t o r r e a d and d e l i v e r e d t o F o r e m a n 
H a m h l i n a c o p y o f t r a i n o r d e r 7 , p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e meet b e t w e e n 
T r a m N o . 66 a n d E x t r a 710 a t H a m i l t o n , a n d t h e n t o l d t h e 
d i s p a t c h e r he h a d g i v e n t h e f o r e m a n a c o p y o f t h e o r d e r ; Forem 
H a r a b l m r e c e i v e d t h i s o r d e r a b o u t 7:^6 a . m . and t h e n p r o c e e d e d 
t o H a m i l t o n a h e a d o f T r a i n N o . 66. F o r e m a n H a m b l m f u r t h e r 
s t a t e d t h a t C o n d u c t o r Simmons was w o r k i n g on h i s b i l l s when t h e 
o p e r a t o r r e a d t h e o r d e r , and t h e f o r e m a n t h e n t u r n e d t o t h e 
C o n d u c t o r and s a i d he w a n t e d t o g o a h e a d o f T r a i n N o . 68; h e 
d i d n o t know w h e t h e r t h e c o n d u c t o r h a d h e a r d t h e o p e r a t o r r e a d 
t h e o r d e r . The s e c t i o n f o r e m a n a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e o p e r a t o r 



at that time was very busy and had a crew to call for 8:30 a.m. 

Operator tiThite, on duty ct Page, stated that in addition 
to nis duties as operator, he is required to call crews, handle 
and deliver U.S. mail to the post office, and to peiform certain 
clerical duties. He handled the nail for Tram No. 3, and after 
reporting to the dispatcher the departure of the tiam, whieh 
was at 7 ;03 a.m., he obtained line-up for section Foreman 
Hamblm and read and delivered to the section foreman a copy 
of tram ord^r 7. Operator White then went out and separated 
the mail, some of which w,i^ to ;o to che post office wnile the 
rest wee to be placed on anotner tram, and tnen cane back: into 
the office and arranged *;itn the dispatcner to clear " r a m No. 
86 on tram orders 9 and 10; this w-is about 7.15 a.m., and as 
the dispatcher die not call his attention t v j t r a m order 7, he 
overlooked that order and f, lied to delivei it to Tram No- 66. 
The oruer nung, on a hook above end at tne bacK of the operator's 
table, and Operator ^ihito tnougnt that it I'lignt hj.ve been 
obscured by the telepnone when he p\ shed it b e C K after talking 
with the uispitcner m d (,ivinf5 i copy of the order to the 
section foreman. He felt he could hive corrected m s error 
if the dirj atcher nad cnecked more cmefully ,vith him before 
authoii7,inr tne issuance oi tne clearance card. Operator 'Vhite 
had been cplovea 17 years oy tnis railway, 11 or 12 years of 
which n?-o teen tpent it Pare, but no did not recall having read 
any bulletin requinno operators to enter order numbers upon 
clearance c crds f S tn« orders T, ( re copied, he did not follow 
that practice himself, nor did he knorr Ci rucn a requirement 
ever haviap been enforced ne wa0, last examined on the rules 
m 1930 or 1321. 

Dispatcher Richardson, on duty at the time of the accident, 
stated tnat he lpqu^d t r a m ordeis 7, 9, and 10 for T r a m No. 66 
at Pi-e ana th-vfc he cleared the t r a m on orders 9, 10 and 7, 
instead of naving tne numbtrs run in ttieir proper order, thic 
b e m ^ done < bout 7*. 25 a.m., but his book contained no recoid 
of tne time this clearance 7v it authorised. In describing the 
conversation with Operator ffhite, Dispatcner Richardson sand 
Operator White callea for a clearance for T r a m No. ^6 and he 
was quite sure the operator celled 9 ruin 10 first; he put down 
these two numbers and then started checking the tram-order 
book and turned back to t r a m order 7, but ^hile he was reading 
it to himself, Operator Wnite called the number of that order 
and the dispatcher tnen recorded "7" after ordexc 9 and 10 and 
told the operator to clear T r a m No. b6 on aiders 7, 9 and 10, 
also saying that T r a m No. 66 met one t r a m at Hamilton and another 
at Lively, and wan to take sidint , Dispatcher Richardson said 
Operator White then m the same conversation asked permission 
for the novpirent tin section foreman wanted to make ahead of 
T r a m No. G6, and after this had been arranged the operator said 



he would give the section foreman a copy of t r a m order 7 so that 
he would be sure to understand the situation. The dispatcher 
could not account for tne opeiator's failure to deliver the order-
to the crew of Train No- 66 and afterwards delivering a copy of 
it to the section foreman. Dispatcher Richardson was employed 
by this railway as a telegrapher and extra dispatcher m 1933; 
he haa heard of a bulletin requiring that order numbers be 
placed on clearance carets when tne orders are copied but did 
not remember having read it; it was his Idea, however, that 
operators followed this practice, and as a matter oi safety 
he thought it should be done. 

Chief Dispatcher Redneau stated that there was no rule 
m the book of operating rules pertaining to the time when the 
order numbers should be placed on the clearance cards, although 
at some time between 1918 and 1921 bulletin instructions were 
issued requiring operators to place order numbers on the 
clearance card immediately after an order was copied. 

Discussion 

The evidence shows tnat t r a m orders 7, 9 and 10 had been 
issued for T r a m Ho. 66 at Page, but that when clearing this 
t r a m the operator overlooked t r a m order 7, whicn provided for 
a meet with Extra 710 at f/riston; consequently T r a m No. 66 
passed Wriston without stop m g and then collided with the 
opposing extra. Operator tfhite was unable to explain his error 
unless it resulted from pusnm, hack tne telephone m such a 
way as to obscure the order, which was hanging on a hook ahove 
and at the back of his table. 

There is conflicting evidence as to just what was said 
between the operator and tne dispatcher at the time the clearance 
card was issued. The operator stated that he cleared T r a m No« 
66 on orders 9 and 10 and that the dispatcher authorised him to 
do so without calling his attention to the omission of order 7. 
The dispatcher stated that the operator called orders 9 and 10, 
and then order 7, and that this was the reason his record of 
the clearance showed the numbers m that particular order. 
The operator said he cleapred the t r a m after giving a copy of 
the order to the section foreman whereas the dispatcher said i 
the t r a m was cleared first but that the entire transaction 
was covered m one conversation. There was no positive 
evidence to support the statements of either the operator or 
the dispatcher. 

Prior to the accident here under investigation six other 
head-end collisions on this division of the Virginian Railway 



_ 7 -

have oeen investigated by this Bureau since October 8, 1925, 
The present accident adds another to the list, and, like most 
of the others, is of a kind which a block-signal system is 
intended to prevent. In connection with previous reports 
attention was called to the need on tnis line for rome form 
of signal protection with a view to putting a stop to these 
occurrences; nothing has been done, nowever, and the result 
has been th-'t a seventh head-end collision has occurred. The 
country tre/versed by the New River Division is mountainous, 
with steep grades, many curves and rock cuts which very 
natenally interfere with the view of engine crews; the traffic 
is of considerable proportions, having averaged 15 trains 
daily during the 50 days prior to the date of this accident, 

Tne investigation indicated that about 15 years ago, 
bulletin instructions had been issued requiring operators to 
place order numbers on the clearance card immediately after an 
order was copied, Tne operator involved m this accident said 
ne had been at pare 11 or 13 years but did not recall having 
read such instructions; the dispatcher had heard of them but 
he also did not recall having read them, and while he thought 
operators as a matter of practice followed that procedure, 
Operator White did not do so and Gdid he never had known of 
such a requirement being enforced. 

Conclusions 

This accident was caused primarily by the failure of 
Operator white, on duty at Page, to deliver a copy of a meet 
order. 

Recommendations 

The following recommendation is made; 

That a block-signal system be placed m service on 
this line. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. J. PATTERSON, 

Director. 
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