INTERSTATE COMMZICE COMIMISSICN

RIPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THZ BURZAU OF SAFITY CONCERNING
Al ACCIDENT O THE VIRGIITIAN RAILWAY NEAR DOTEHAN,
W. Vid., ON AUGUST 12, 1234.

October 26, 1934,

To tae Commission:

On August 13, 1234, tnhere was a head-end collision betvceen
a passenger train and a freight train on the Virginian Railway
near Dothan, W. Va,, which resulted in the death of 1 passenger,
and the injury of 7 passengers, 1 mail clerk, 2 employees on

~

duty, 3 employees off duty, and 2 trecpassers.
Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Fourth Sub-Division of the
New River Divicion, waich extends between D.B. Tower and Zlnore,
W. V2., a distance of 50.3 miles; in the vicinity of the voint
of accident this 1s a single-track line over which trains are
operated by time table and train orderc, no blochk-signal system
being in use., Trains of the New York Central Railroad are oper-
ated over this sub-division of the Virginian Railway. The acci-
dent occurred at a point about 1.1 milec east of Dothan, rerfer-
Ting to tine-table directions; approaching this point from the
west, the track is tangent for a distance of 1,814.2 feet, fol-
lowed by a 1© curve to the left 1,335 feet in length, the acci-
dent occurring on this curve at a poiat 11 feet from it¢ eastern
end. Approaching from the east there is a 6°30' curve to the
left 1,267.5 feet 1n length and then tangent track for & dis-
tance of 849 feet, followed by the curve on which the sccideat
occurred, The grade is generally descending for eastbound
trains, being 1.06 percent at the point of accident. Owing to
the curvature of the track and embenknents along the right of
way the view of the point of accident from tlhie west is restrict-
ed to 1,087 feet and from the east to 760 fect.

The weather was foggy and it was dark at the time of thae
accident, which occurred about 8:30 p.m.
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Description

jesat-tound passenger Train No. & consisted of 1 combination
mail cad baggage car and I coaches, all of stsel construcsion,
hauled oy engine 210, and was 1in charge of Conductor Kidd and
inolnenan Earls. ”%1Q train departed froa Harper, 14.3 miles
east of Dothan, at 7:28 p.m., on time, and was approaching
Dothan when 1% colli@ed with Zxura 7LO while traveling ac a
cpead variously estizated to nave been between 12 and 20 niles
per hour,

ast-bound New York Central freight train Extra 710 con-
sisted of 33 cars and & ccboose, hailed by engzine 710, aad was
in charge of Conductor Jan ebol% and Engineman “lizlone. This
train departed Iroa D,B. Tower at 7 vem., left Page, 12 miles
from Dotvhan, at 7:355 p.a., witaout any orders COP"D”ﬂln? Train
No. &, ~nd wno*tlv arter passing Cothan 1%t collided with Train
No. 3 while traveline -t & speed variocusly estimated at from 10
to 20 niles per hour,

The front end ol engine 710 ovirrode engine 310, and the
seventh and eizhth cars in the freight trein were dbrallﬂd and
overturned. Both engines vere considerably damacged, the passen-
ger cars were slighlly domaged, and the overtu“ned cars, two
other cars and the caboose of tlhe Treight train were more or
less damaged. The envloyees on duty injured were the engineman
and fireman of the passener train and the employees off duty

"

injured were riding on the passenger itrain.

Suilwry of evidence ,
Ingineman Zarls, of Train No., 3, stated that the bralkes
vere testea before dehartiﬂé from Roenoke, the iritial terminal,
and funcuiored satisfactorily at all points during the trip.
Thz train encountered invermittent banks of fog after passing
Loag Branch, 4.9 miles east of DLothan, aau it was guite dense
in the 1mediate vicinity of the pornt of accident. While-the
train was rounding vle sharp curve eaot of the p01ﬁ‘ of accideat
the fireman called %o hia that o train was approaching and ae
imaediately closed the throttle, on;Lui he brakes 1in emergency,
and vhen sounded the whistle, the stréan running & distance of ap-
pro-ixz~tely one and one-v1i tiames ite own 1eng+h vefore tne col-
lision occurrzd. He est.nated the speed of his train at 25 miles
per hour when he apniied tne brakes, and thought it had bcen re-
duced to 1z or 1f ailes ner hour at the time of the accident.,
He remained on the engine but aid not see the headlight oi the
opoosiag train at ~ny tiwe, which ae attributed to his position
on tne outside ¢f tie carve and the fect that he was busy in
trying to ctop after beiny warrned of danger by the fireman.

ot {0
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Fireman Keffer, of Train No. &, stated that he was riding
is seatbox and as soon ag the train rsached the tangent
z after passing around the curve to the left he saw a light '
d which at first appeared through ihe fog to be a lantern
about 12 or 15 car leﬂéLha aistant, b1+ by tle time his train had
moved two car lengths he recognized 1t as a headlight and iumed-
iately shouted a varning to the engineman, vho applied the brakes
in enevgency. Tae fireman said 1t was 1mpossible to have seen

the headlioht of the oppes.ing train any sooner than he did on
2ccount of curvavure of the track and the heavy rog.

Concductor Kidd, of Train No. 3, stated that the train was
traveling at a speed or acout 25 miles per hour when he heard
one lounr blast of the whistle and felt an emergeincy application
of thc brakes, He did nct lock at his vatch at the time, odul
the watch of an engine.zan who vas Ceadneading on the tvaln was
broken and stopped at &:33, indicating that uhe accident oc-
curred about that time.

Engineman Malone, of 3Ixtra 710, stated that he is employed
by the lew York Central Railrcad, was qualified to run on the
Virginian Reilway between D.B. Toer and Zinore in June, 1331,
ana aad operated trains quite regiiarlv over this territory
since that time. The brakesc were tested before leeving Dickin-
son and 211 were Tound to be overctive, and he experiznced no
difficulty in handling tre train er oo +u. His engine was drift-
ing on the aescending ¢rade approachiag the point of accident
anc a¢ had been controlliag the speed by manipulating the feed
velve, and he said he vag engaévd in watching the air gouge and
manipulating the rfeed valve, after the engine had left a tunnel
1,483 feet froam tvhe voint oi ecciaent, vhen the fireman shouted
a varning ol an approaching headlight; the enginenan raised up
in the window, saw the headlight, and imnediately applied the
brakes in emergency. The brakes avneared to function eflficiently
and recuced the speed from probkably 30 or 25 milss per hour %o
not aore than 10 or 123 a1les per our at the time of the ccci-
dent. He said thot although 1% waes dark the westher was clear
and there wag notuing Lo 1nteriere wita the glow of the approach-
ing heaalight, bat he did not see it until after the fireman
shovted the »araing. Enzinerman iMalone, vho had been running reg-
ularly in thic territory, sa:d he had n copy of the current vVir-
ginian time table but hed notv checked 1t and entirely overlooked
Train To. 3; he was unable to sccount {or his oversight. "

Fireman G. C. EHaraorn, of Zxtra 710, stated that practically
all of Lis experience hos been on vhe Jew York Cesntral Railroad
excent possibly an aggregate service of about 1 year working
JointWy on the New Yorh Central and the Virginian, having run an
engine occasionally on tie latter line. He had a time table with
Hlﬂ but did not look at 1t at any time vrior to the accident,
alvhoush while at Page ne nad discussed their running otder. with



the :9nzineman, passenger trains not being mentioned, and ne said
that he entlrely overlooxed Train No. 3. When his train reached
a point avout 235 car lﬁrgtis east of the tunnel Le saw the rays
of a bright light around the curve east of that point and he
kept UauOhiDg this reflection until the 1izht actually came into
view; he then realized that 1t was the headlight of an approach-
ing vrain and notified the engineman and after the enginenan
looked ahead the latter applled the brakes in emergency. He €s-
timatec that his train was thepn traveling possibly 18 or 20
miles per hour when e got off, avout 20 feet rrom the apnroach-
ing train.
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Concuctor Casebolwv, of ZIxtra 710, stated that at Page he
received a copy ot an ord to run extra to CGulf Junction and
meet west-bound extra 728 at Page, and remarked to the flagman
that 1f the freight train did not arrive in good timz their own
vrain probadly would not get teyond Ham11to“, 8.8 miles west of
Dothan, for Train Fo. o. Alter the exira train arrived at Pege
his own train departed and he rode in the cupola of the caboose
with the head brakeman and I¢aaman, bu’ nothing was said con-
cerning Train No. & and e did not toinz of that train again.
His first warning of anything unusuval was when the brales were
applied in emergency aad when the train cane to an aovrupt stop
he thought 1t had teen derailed; ne estimated the speed atv the
time of the accident 2t not over 20 miles per hour. Conductor
Casenolt had kee.n cgocrating iralas over the Virginian Railway
only since July 2, 1934, and fai1d he wac not entirely familiar
with tne schedule of Train Ifo. 3 at all points, but at no tinme
did e refer to his tiae tible to check the schedule of that
train, which was the only scheduled traia to be met,

h

Rear Brakeman Slack, ol Extra 71D, stated that after leav-
ing Poge he rode in the cuoola of the ctboose and discusced with
the conductor and Head Brolreman J. S. Haruon the work to be per-
formed at Long Brarch, inc next station where the work vas to oe
done, 4.2 miles east of Dothan. done of these enployeess had
looked at his time table and each of them said he had forgotten
apout Train lo. 3.

conclusions

This accident was crused by the crew ol Ixtra 710 overlook-
ing the schedule of an opposing superior train.

A1l of the members of the crew of Zxtra 710 stated that
they hed time tables in thelr poscession but f-iled to look at
them at any time prior to the accident, although the conductor
thouzhs of Train HNo. 3 vhile his own train was at Page and men-—
tioned a posrible meeting noint with that train to the rear
brokeman, but after departing from Page they both forgot about
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the cuperior train, while the balance of the crew did not have '
it in mind at any time. The members of the crew of Extra 710

were experienced men and qualifiec to operate trains on the Vir-
ginian Railway, but they could not explain why they failed to
ascertain definitely the time of scheduled trains in that ter-
ritory.

Less than three months prior to this accident there was
another head-end collision on this line near Cirtsville, a
station 8.7 miles from Dothan. That accident resultec in the
death of 2 employees and the injury of 1 eamployee, and in the
report covering the i1nvestigation of that accident mention was
made of several previous head-end collisions and attention was
called to the fact that this railroad operates unusually heeavy
tonnage trains, with grades requiring helper service, and passes
through o section of the country where there are many curves 2nd
cuts which materially ressrict the view, and it was stated lhat
the carrier should give consideration to the question of provid-
ing the greater safety which would be afforded by some form of
block-signal system. The accident here under investigetion
serves to call attention agein to this cuestion and to emphasigze
the need for the Virginian Railway to teke stens toward install-
ing additional protection for the purpese of guarding ag2ainst
the occurrence of future accidents of this character,

Reespectfully submivted,
W. J. PATTERSON,

Director.
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