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INTERGSY ATE COMUERCE COMI{ISSION

REPORT Cr TEL DIRECTOR OF TdHA BUREAU OF SuaFETY CCUCLIRJING AN
ACCIDENT OW THE UNIOW PACIZFIC RATILROAD AT WALISUTTER,
WYOo., OW mQVJIL“R 26, 10564,

January 16, 1030,
To the Commission:

Cn November 306, 1934, tarcre w.y » rear-end collision
between to frei-ut trains oa tue Tmion Prcific Ruilroad at
Jaasutter, Wyo., the wreckere of waica strucxk anotner freignt
train moving 1n the cppovite direction on on ¢ )oceut track;
the acc cident resulted 1a the vecrth of 1 euployee and the injury

of 1 euployee,
Location and netlod ¢f oc.evation

This accident occured on the Seventa Subdivisicn of fiae
Wyoming Division, walch extends between Rawlins =ad Creen River,
Wyo., a distance of 134.3 miles; in the vicinity of the pc nt of
accident this 18 a double-trock line over whlch trains are
operated by tiwe tuble, triin oruers, aad un avtomatic block--
signal sy stem, The @cpldent occured ot a pocint 302 feet eas
of the st yard-li.1t Torrd voich 18 soonroxinately one amile
east of the station &t Toosuftver; ap.roscaing this point from
the ecst, there 1s o 1°06! curve to the left 994 feet 1in length,
from waich point tae treck 1s tengent for » distance cf 7,131
feet, the accident oc.urring on this tongent at e point 3,585
feect from 1ts eastern eund. The .rade is descendin, for wegst-
bounc trains for o consider ble distince e¢nd 1e 0.2123 percent ot
the point c¢f nceident.

The sign.ls 1avolved ave signals 7531 -ad 7<31, locnted
5,963 feet and 534 feet, fe”DOOthPly e st f the point of
aPCJdent Tiese silgn. 15 are of fne 8-or T4, 2-position, howe--and
distant, lower—guadront Sype, ~nc are aplro ch-ligated, Night
indice tlons are two green 11 :nts 1ncicatbli, ”pzcoeed , A green
over a vellow lizht 1adicrtine "aphrcoca next sign-.l prepared
to stop!, and a red over a yel:ow light 1naicatian "stop'.

Ticre was a Legvy Snow storm anc a hilyn wind wasS olewlaz
at the time of the accident, which cccurrec about 3:556 a.m.
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Description

xbri, 8045, a west-bornd rreiat troan, consisted of 118
cers ond . caboose, hzuled by engsiae 9045, and w.s in charge
of gornducter Roy and Enzinewman Yrite. Thie troin departed frou
Rawlins, «1.4 miles east coi TJauasutter, at 1:40 w.m., ond was
stopoed at Wa. °utter at 5:45 a.11. witl, 1te rear end : short
distance wegt ci sisnel 731, The engine was then cut off
and co.l wes being token wren the rerr end of the train w s
struck by T"xtr: 9014,

j &3]

pxtra 9014, & west-oound Ireiglut train, consisted of 115
cars wnd a c2bouse, I~uled by engine 8014, end wnas 1n cnarge of
Conductor Skilling ~ud Zaginem.n Jacobson. Taisg train left
Rewlins at 2 a.m., pasced signal 7231 displaying a caution
indication, passed signal 7331 aisplayiaz o stop indic-tion,
and collided with Extrse 9045 wnile troveling at an estiumated
cspeed of 20 miles per hou.r.

xtra 9040, and east-bound freisut trein, consisted of 73
cars and a cabovse, nheuled by enegine 9040, Qnd w..8 in charyge
of Concuctor fontgomery wund Easinem~n Slack. This trein departed
from Teasutter at 3:54 a. 1., anu was passing Txireas 9045 oand
£0l14 vhen souae cers uecr the rear were der.ilea as o result
cf being struck by wreck..-e.

Twenty—-eiont c.re .o the Shree trains i1nvelved wese
derai1led nd pbuncaed in v-..icds positvions along tae right of
woy wWitnin a space of cbout =00 feet, 35 of the cors being
destroyed «nd the others .1ore or less da.taged. The caboose of
Extrn 904b also was destroved and e. ;ine 9014 wes cousiderably
aoma;;ed. The eaployee ki1lled wrs tae brakeman and the eaoloyee
injured was the fireman of Extra 9014,

Sunnory of evidence

md 1ueman JWeite, of Bxtra 9045, stated thnt on asccocunt of
the heevy snow and wind betwecn Rawling and Jauasutter aignaol
indicetions could not e scen for more then 30 or 40 car lengbhs
et some points nnd not over 8 or 10 cor lengtis at other points,
althougn waen approncuin ;] Taasutter thue siew was fairly good.

He applied the braxes i1n the vicinity of signal 7831 and then
reclesscd them and allcwed the train to dr1+t to a stop. Wot
beings cert.in whether tae rear end wae witnin sard liwlts he
whietled for flay protection, and aZtver he applied the brakes

cn the train tae engine was ncouplea and naoved ahead vteyond tae
station for coal «nd weter. Wiaile this work was being perforacd
Le asked the engineman of east-bound Extra 9040 to call 1n the
flagmun of Extra 9045 when engine 9040 had reached o point east



of the station, thin:iing the fl-zmsn would not hear his own
whigtle. Engineman Walte also recal'ed the flagman when his
engine returned and was coupled to the trrin; he disccvered that
the nir pressure was gone but did aot know at that time that a
colliaion had occurred. Ffireanan Tast and Fead Brakemuan Louver
corrcrorated in substance the stotements of Engineman Walte,

Conductor Ray, of =Zxtrs 9045, ctated that at one point
wnile en route from Rewling ne had observeu the headlight of a
fellowing train sbout 3 miles tc the rear. His own train was
traveling at a speed ¢ between 30 and 35 miles per hour when
apprcacining Wausutter and stopped wirth the caboose about three
of four car lengtns ~utzide of yard liuwits. The flagman started
back .nd in the meon.iwuwe Conductor Rey told nis thet the {follow-—
1ng traia was right on their »iock nand would arrive before long.
Conductor Ray then sicrted forword inspecting the treorin and was
about 55 car lengths frow the coboose wnen the wlack bunched
and lie neard tune crasn of the collision. Ee said that although
the weatier conditions vere such tht 1t restricted the view he
did nct think the following trein had been close ennupgh at any
time to warrant throwing off yellow fusses. Conductor Ray also
sal1d that ne did not hear his flagnan Trecalled by tihie engineman
of the east-bound trnin dbut did hear his ovn enrinemsn recall
the flagaan, 5 cr 6 minutes brliore the accident occurred.

Flagman Ramsey, cf 7xtre 9045, stated that he first observed
the reflection of tne he .«wli-ht of o followins train when his
train wes ascending the _rode ot Creston, a station 12.2 miles
east of Wamsutter. Vhen nis train stepped at Jomsutter ne saw
that the rear end was not witain yare liaits ond went back to
flag «nd h.d gone brck a distance or between 35 and 40 car
lengtas when recalled. Flrgmon Ramsey tnen left s burning
yellow fusee,but did not put down torpedoes, and upon reachiny
a pownt about 10 car lengths frcuw the caboose he looked back and
saw the headlight of the ~pproocching train about 15 car lengtns
distant; he i1mmediately started toward 1t, giving stop signals
with a red lantern but did not hear these signals acknowledged.
He cstimated the speed of that traia at 20 miles per hour as the
head end p..esed him and did not thin% this speed was reduced
very wuch prior to the accident. Xlagman Ramsev also saild he
did not hear but one whistle signal calling niwm 1n tc his train,
and when on nis wvay 1in ae could see the rear of his train not
over 15 or 0 cor lengtas.

Enpineman Jocohscn, of Extra 9014, stated thnt the regular
alr-breke test was ualde wt Rawlins; he received a signal to
opply tne brukes ana wmade a 20-pound reduction, and then he later
received 4 si1zanl to release the brucges, whica apparently were
11 working order as he received no report to the contrary from
the cur 1nspechor. a4t tiues his trarn attained a speed between
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40 and 45 wmiles per hour. The first gignal that was aisplaying
a cautinn indication was about 17 miles from Vomsutter, the

next two signals were i1n clear position, and the following
s1gnal was in caution position; he reduced speed for the caution
signals by easing o.f on the throttle. The speed of his train
was between 30 and 35 miles per aour when he obferved signal
7221 cdisplaying « caution indication, whlch wis not visible for
aore than 15 car lengths on uc.ount of tae storm; he at once
made o 10-pound brake-pipe reduction anu lesned out of the
window 111 order to see the next signs1l. He saw the reflection
of a yellow fusee ana wien signzl 7231 caae 1nto view, displaying
a stop indication, ne applied the brekes in eamergency; at this
tiame the brake valve exaaust was still blowing from the first
reduction but «fter going to eaergency he cbtained only a very
snort vlow. The brakes did not seew to respond properly, although
the speed had been reduced to about 80 miles per hour wnen the
collision occurred. Engineman Jacobsen further stated that he
had not applied the brzkes after leaving Rawlins until he made
the 10-pound reduction ap_ roaching signal 7231, and he then
moved the brake-valve intc lap position where 1t remained until
he applied the brakes 1n emergency; he was positive that he did
not wmove the brake valve to full-release position after the
initial reduction wos made and could not sccount for the failure
of the brakes to hold, as he did not think that the weather wns
cold en.ugh to heve any effect on them. Zngineman Jacobson felt
sure ne knew alg location and also thet he observed all signals
approccaing tae point of accident.

Fireman Coolican, of Extrs 9014, stated that no application
of the brekes wrs rnade siter le.vinz Rawlins until the train wos
approgcalng Wamsutter; at that time he w-.s working on some
clinkers and did not see the indicaticn of signal 7331 nor the
reflection of A fusee and his first intimation of anything wrong
was winen the engineman told him to zet off. He estimated the
speed at the time the brakes were applied at 40 miles per hour
and at 30 miles per hour at the time of tne «ccident, and while
he had not been paying close attention to what was taking place
yet 1t nud not cccurred to nim thet Engineman Jacobson could
not stop whenever he wunted to do so. fireman Coolican also said
tnat the cir was blowing as a result of the first reduction
before the enzine rounded the curve .pprouching the point of
< cclident.

Conductor Skilling, of ZTxtra 9014, stoted that before leaving
Rawlins he compared tiu.e with Enginenan Jacomson and he appeared
to be 1n normal condition. The first brake ap_.lication was
made when the caboose reached ¢ point about 14 or 12 miles
from Wamsutter, moving at 30 or 35 miles per hour, at which time
the caboose gauge registered & reduction of 6 or 7 pounds from
a pressure of about &4 pounds. The train was reducing speed and



he later lcoked at the gauge and 1t showed tn.t 1n the meantime
there hnd been & further reduction cof about &5 pounds and then

1t gradually vent down until 1t reacned zero. The train came to
a quick but not & rcocugh stcp cnd he taoucght at the time that

1t had broken in two. While hie could not see any land marks

he judged that the train treveled a distonce of about 35 or 40
car lengths between the tiue the briokes vere opplied and the time
the treain stopped.

Flagman Snodgrass, of Ixtrs 9014, stated that he noticed
the caboose gauge reglistered wore thun 60 pounds pressure winen
the train lert Rawlins nd about tne sasne prescure at Creston,
The tr-in was ap,roachine Waasutter ot a sp ed not exceeding 30
miles per hour when he felt the speed being reduced and when he
finally loovked at the gauge 1t showed a pressure of only 30
pounds. The train stcpped with a slight lurch and he 1umaediately
went back to flag, not lesrning until later that an accident had
occurred., Flagman Snodgrass Tixed the location of the train at
the time 1t began to reduce speed by saying that he was looking
out of the window and saw that they were passing a dyke which
158 located about 640 feet eszsst of signal 7321.

Engineman Slack, of enst-bound Extr-~ 9040, stated thot he
stopped to take w.ber ana coal at Wemsutter and while doing so
the engineman of Extra 9045 asked him to call i1n the flagman
while e was .aoving eastward. Upon reacuing a point about 500
or o00 feet ecst of the station Ensineman Slack whistled for the
flagman of Extra 9045 to return to his train and shortly after
passing the rear end of that trein the brakes on his own train
were applied 1n emergency, the speed having been reduced pre—
viously on account ol the yellow fusee burning a short distance
anead; ne tanught he stopped 12 or 1b car lengths veyond the
fusee, Engineman Slack had seen Extra 9014 aprroaching on the
west—pbound track and he seid 1t seemed to be under control,

Fireman Lewis, of Ixtra 9040, saw the flagman of Extra 2045
o1 his woy 1in, thne flagman then being 10 c¢r 15 car lengths from
the caboose. He did nnt see ZIxtra 9014 until his engine had
almost reached the fusee on the west-bounc track. He did not
pay particular attention to tie speed of that train as it was
passing his engine but felt no anxiety about that train not
being stopped before 1t reacned Extra 904b and thought 1t was
goint to pick up the flagman. Brakeman Griffin, in the cab of
engine 9040, sz1d that after passing Extra 9045 he saw the flag-—
man of that train, and as the engine pasced he gave the flagman
a signal indicating that he had been called in; at about the
same time he observed the hendligat of an approaching train and
thougnt the speed of thnat truin was being reduced when it pacssed
him. Conductor ifontgomery, of Extra 9040, said that as soon as



his train stoppec he got off the caboose and heard escoping
steau1, which was his Tirst knorledge thet an accident hac
occurred., He ectiraated thet the wreckags struck his train ebout

10 car lenutns _head of the c-bocse.
(&)

Car Inspeclor Couminge went oa duty at Rawlins at 11 p.m.
and iumsedictely 1nspected cae side of Extre 9014, working irTou
heaa end vo tae resr end, «nd found all the orakes applied; taois
was & Clasg "C'" 1nspection, walca does not i1nclude jouruel box
or roof ingpection. At the sace tiue Car Inspector Eergzlund
was exoal.alng the onposite side, working from tne rear end to
the he.d enwd. waen the frein was resay tc deprrt the brokes
were acplied, bt wailcn time the cnboose gruge registered a
pressure of 50 cr DL pounds, und <iter inspecting five or six
cars from tae rear end Ingpector Cuaalnge gove & signal tc
release the brakes, then returned to tae rear snd geve o signerl
to proceed. He sn1d taie wns tine regulaer procedure in inspect-—
ing and testing the brakes cn tarovpn trains, that is, traiis on
wnicn no cyrs have beea switcued. Cor Inspector Berglund stnted
that ne inspected 211 oF the cer- of Ixtre 0014 when 1t arrived
2t Rawlins =and aclped test the brokes before the troin departed.
After tne brakes were applied for tue outbounc test he went vack
about &5 cr 30 cor lenzths frem tae head end, from which point
he received and rcelayed o siznel to the engineman tc release the
brakes; returninzy to the he d end he received a nroceed signal
from the rear of the traoin and after he removed thae blue flag
the train departed., He thnou,nht the outbouond test vags m.de
between 1:40 and 1:45 a.m., and ~lthough 1t wes snowing; and the
wind was blowing he had no difficulty 11 observing siznals the
entire length of the train.

HMaster llechanic Jorden stoted that on Jovember 27 o tralke
test wes made witn 101 cars which had been in Extre 8014 at the
time o7 the n~ccident, together with 15 adcitional cnrs, hauled by
engine of the saue type as enrine 0014. Tae train started from
Creston and after attaining a speed of ~pproximately 35 cr 40
miles per nour e 1l0—pounda rcduction wos maue and the train stopped
within a disvance of about 75 car lengths. The train then pro-
ceeded and was apprecaching Womsutter at a speed of about 40 or
45 miles per nour, where the grade wos 0.83 percent descending,
when another brake-pipe reduction of 30 pcunds was made, bringing
the trnin to a stop 1n o distence of 88 car lengtas. At the time
of thesc tests the weather wos cold -nd the wind was blowing
considarable gsncw tarou.h tac o1,

Couglusions
Thie oaccluent wes couvsed by tne faillure cf Eugineaon Jacckson
or Extra 90l4, properly to contrel the speed cf nis trein after
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recelving a caubtion signal indication.

Under the zules, enminemen finding a sigaal at coution must
1mmedistely reduce speed and be prepared to stop before rencning
the next signal; 1n veggy or stormy veatner, engineuen must
approach 51l signals vvith great cere, prepared tc respect the
indications given., &ugine.aen Jacooscn knew Extra 9045 was eahead
cf n1m; he haed encountered czution signal indicntions at two
pointc en route, and had recucea speed at those points by e=ns51.1g
off o. the throltle. inen 15 ¢ 1 lengths Ircm signail 7331 ne
sav that 1t 2180 wos ot cautioa and he so1d he made o 10--pound
brake—pipe reduction wvhich, nowever, did not sceld to hold properly.
He lecned out of the window, srw o vellow fusee, and wiaen e
8% s1zan.l 7231 1t wie 11 stop pesitica. The brake-vglve exaoust
was st1ll blowinzy frcm the nrevious reduction snd une at once
moved the braxce valve to emereacy pcsitilon, receiving A VCTy
snort plow, He s~1d the brakes sti1ll did not respora properly
and the speed, which nad been between Z0 and 3L miles per hour,
was recuced only to 30 ai1les per hovr tefore tie accident occured.
Enginegan Jacoraoa w..s poglitive tant ne a1cc not aoved the brake
valve to fuli release 1ustend cf to euwmersgency, thaat he was not
lost and nad act failed to see any of the sigurl indications.

0f tlie surxviving uweabers of tae crew of Extre 9014, the
firewen was busy with clinkers wnd did not know tnere whg aayting
wrowny until tae engireman teld him to get off. The conductor,
howev .r, s.1d the trsin rmoved only 35 or 40 car lengths after the
brakes rere first applied, =t wnich time the cuboose was 1% or
12 miles from Jausutter; this weuld indicote that the cakocse
was sounewlhiere west of s-gnal 7221 and the engine closely approach-—
ing g1:1al 7331, The flagman s-14 the caboose was passing a dyvke
640 feet ecst of signal 7221 when ane noticed the speed was beilng
reduced ana stnrted covn .roxn the cupola sc as to be ready to
protect nis troin; rith allowonce for the time 1t would taoke Jor
the broke application to be noticed 1n tne caboose, the flegmen's
stateument woula locate the engine 1n the neighbornood of 30 car
lenziks from signal 73831, or approximately 45 cer lengths frow
the point of occident, wien tac enginemaa started to apply the
braikes, The brokes of Extra 9014 hac teen examipred when the train
arrived A% Rawlins ~n¢ agaln waen 1t departed froa thet point,
and the 7eeather was ncet cold cncvgh to atlect their operwtion
1zterially waile suoreguent test wade »1%L tae 101 undamaged
cars and 15 aduitional cars, auking up a train of practically
the samne consist as at the tia. ¢ the accident, saowed thaat a
gervice gpplication could sto, tae train from ~ speed oi 40 wiles
per hour witain e distince of 8€ car lenygths. 1t also appeared
that tue cakoose gauge 1uaicated a constant pressure frow the
t1ae of lerving savlins until X inewan Jucoonson begen using toe
brakec couing 1rto Jjoausutber, ot waich tiwe tie pressure started
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down slowly and then dropped suddenly. 1In vieuv of this evidence,
it 1s believed that Lngineman Joccehscen did not begin braking
until he saw the yellow Tusee a short distrnce east of signal
7231 whicl was displaying & step i1adication. According to his
own stueéseument the storm restricted hig range ol vision at times
to a distance of 15 carlengihs or less and he knew that his train
was closcly following the precceding train. Uander these circum-—
stanceg ne should at cnce have materially reduced the speed of
his train from o0 or £5 miles per hour, at wilch rate he szi1d 1t
wes runaing waen he passed the caution signal; the roct that he
overran tue stop sipmnal & dist.nce of 534 teet and wes running
at an ccstimatea rate of 20 wiles per hour ot tne time of
col'icion 1s conclurive that ac did not arve nis train under
rroper control., Enn_neaan Jacobsen was 43 years of age; he h.d
been 1n the service of this compeny for a pericd of 32 yenrs,

and for tue greater part of tne past 17 vecrs he nad been
empleyed ao englneman. His record wvas good.,

Respectfully submitted,
V. J. PATTERSON

H

Director.



