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PPailroad: Union Pacific
Date: Decemver 16, 1943

TR

Location: ilver Creek, Llebr.

Finda of accideat: Coliision with motor-truck

Louipment involved: Txnress train @ Motor-truck

Train number: ontre 2620 Vieat:

Pagine number: 2330 :

Congist: 9 cars

Hotinabed speed: 65-70 . . he ¢ 4 m. 2. h.

Operabion: Timctatlic, train orders aad
. auteomavic hlock-gi-nal ayste

Track: Nouvle; tanrent; level

tiighiay: Tanzent; crosses traclh at

ansle of 89°527; level

Weather: Cloudy

Tirc: About 6:26 a. 1.

Casualties: 1 killed; 5 injured

Cause: Motor-trusk hein, driven unhon

hichwoy grede croosing imme-
diately in front of anircacnin
train



INYLBTICEATION NO, 2782

IN THE MATTER O MARTIG ACCIDLLY INVLOTICATION £.205T0
UNEQL Tl ACCTDHIT T PORTS aCT CL' kY 6, 1910.

Tiil URION PACIIIC RATLROAL CUONPAN.T

ganuaysy 28, 1944.

~

Accident al Hilver Creel:, Nebr., on Decerher 16, 1047,
caused by a moltor-cruck bhelng wriven upon blilzihroy
race crossing iwmsciltely in front of an aporoach-
I-J.er braln o

I,Jofh

RLPORT Ov Tiie COMMISHI

PATTLREGON, Chaiiman:

On Decerber 19, 1940, thers was 9 collisicon beoveecn
an exorese train on thae Unuon Pacilic Dallrood an. a robor-
treck ay a DJQiV? crade creossing ot Silver Lree's, Nebo,
This accident rosuitern v the deash of ouc traoin-servics
crnloyec, and the injury ol 016 €A0TESS I3S8CNSeT «ic bio
hrain-service em)loreﬂ‘

A . ] ;
Under autrorlcy o’ szetion 17 (2) of tre Interstots Com-

rerce Lot thoe above-entiivl or >3 1as e referred

Comrizeion. to Chalrren Patvercon for considoretion and 7is-

JoLition,
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Locatlon ol fooli coy anc letiod of O eration

Thig aceident ocour-oa oo that Hoit of thne Nebrusha
Divisinn u?ﬂigna+éd Js Bl Fioest robdavision ann ovi uh..g
Letweer Couwueil Dlulee, 1o, and Grena Islan”, '3hr.,
176,99 riler, Thic wag o doulle-track 1.w2 Qvels ©ici
traing vovine withh tine cuvirent of traflic vere oociatiuw
by timetuble, btrain ordcrs ant sn avboratice Tlcel-g. nal
syatem. At Cilver Creck a siding €,100 Test dn 1 abth vas
locabed beuicen thc nain trac’ic. A Lovse Lrlcell oarcllel o
thne main tracks and 1ag S4.7 fect sousl of btne east ard
moin track. The west siding-swiszeh ras 1,605 127 cohoor
the station., The cellision cccurrcd on the oot ard rnoin
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ja s}

rock vhere the roilrood T a av “raic s v
Strect at a noint 100 Tect werst the utatﬂoq, and Lkﬂ
train vos dersilzsa ot bthe viest s%uiﬁ@-p“'tou, o ol e
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L
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Vine Street crossed tie tracks at en awvlc ol G9Yo ',
T'ror the souti: the street was tangent and procticoily l-ovel
to tue crossing and a conciicrable Jdicbail s beyond. S22 Lhe
T was 1 fout viae cna ey survaced tsitn
o ]

crossin
gravel,

A stancard cross-vuck railp nu—urossfn~ ci n mas
located to the risht of teoc divection o7 norbh-houvmd
trarfic, 17.9 l'ect soutih of the nolco EPlcE, 93 oot
soutlz of the center-linc of the restward roln ticch and
9 Teet ecet of the strest.  Tuls Sl 1 17af wounted ouw 4
most and hore tae tomds "RAILRC.AL CRCLBIHG! iu black
lett‘vq on a white bhacliground, ona wclow it Lhicere vias a

rectangular sign viica bove tho woros "4 TRACS." A
Wltwug crossing-sicral waos Tocoted to Loe »2i_ht ol Lo
direstict ol novca-bnurd truiylic, in Sre sovtnewstb engle
0L the crossing, wl.6 et south of fhe conter-lince of
the wectwar’ maln tracs and © feeo eart oo the strect.

The wigvas sign.l was susocnded fror the top of an
ocbagonal=-naanrs frowe, whion su) ot at ite o3 Lt o
sticla Tcociriar the vorts "LOQL-LI-TlR." WMo il c oo o7 g
about 9@ feoov above thas crovnd Lovel, osore the vorso MoTCD, T
and disnlayoed o »ed 1izht, ohe 1cns of hilelr vus 6=-%/5

-2 1(_ :>
standard cross-buck sisn, hice LUoTo the o s Tlall 0D
CrROSSING, " onr below it thove vas o Porizortal o3 0 whien
bore the wordr "I TRAC S." A1l -ords ¢l uhe sl ns on tiois
gisncl werce in bluck lcttoers on e voctrzrouand of slurinum.

Ltuc top ol the rails.
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tiack civeult
Teet rast ol tore i
r vest-tound trains vog locatbtcd &,706 feet

~alR girmal ond bhe Tell wvero con
b

seratins rules venc in veort as folicirs:

Note.~--The signzls

tratod by "o" Tor shn

longer sounds. ¢
300D, T.DICATIOW.
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(1) — 0! Anorpociins nuhlic crosgins <
ot giode, *OF X

o o Noebraske Motor Vendclce Lovrg, 1079
rcad in nactk o8 1

o A Viencever any person drivingg o
Al

RN - . -~ - . B4 N -~ ] [ A= e
vehicle coorozeres a hichwa and inboerurian
- FERIPN o P - ] ~ oy -~ A l S B
or stotrt riiljey JracC crosgil.,. and o el.oooly
- - K s - - - o o~ V. P I - -
and visiblo and Ho=ltbtive soional fives werning

I

d
o' the Nmredlate upnroach of o o [
or car, it shall e unluudul der troe dojver
ol the vehicle to 721l to brise tn venricloe
t

to a complite ctoo berore troverniar such

ETu0e CrosSsiild.

o
©
4 )1
k3
ct
I
ct
v
>
=]
[
-
‘rl
i
[®)
—
<
O

Thae maxvinur auvthorized s
vags 70 milceos el honr. ,

Degeriotion off Acgcigent

Sxtra 2880 Viest, o vrest-vound crorcess tiain, consisten
of cnrin. 2880, one box cc.r, one ol ress-rolrisovator oo,
box car, threc exHreat-vefricercior cars, one threo
coasu-rall ecars, in the ovrder nored. Tho cocond, fousha, .
1ifth and 31xb% cors were of gtecl-underfrory congoowetion,
t o

3 ] arl
e the remainder vrers of all-=teel constructioa. mabor 2
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Onmcha, Mfebhr., 929.2 mileg cust o. Silwver
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H
Qo Me, dedarted from Columbre, 17.7 miics cost of Zilvo~
Creck anc the lazt opcn ofrice, ot 8:0L G. e, cne Whil.
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woving ot oan envinetod swecl of 05 to YU ralog o onour ab
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T WwoTor-trdc 1avolved
ncton, Tnc., Lalropont, nnow
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M0 1. Ce OO0 liconsce 295-4" :

anc LS couinoed with dunl v ols, D=
drculic br.okKes and an- ouclogc WoS houlisal

@ sceial-treiler, vhich Lao ou ) noeols it wrs
providcd with a vocuun brale T Sh o L iler
when orsty wasg 0,850 Hownios, - of the weeidond
it vas locded with £2,2 5 nounds ot e It oo debaka
license Y10, o ovoy-211 Llen th the troctor ond

tho sonpli-broilor v ol foew, 'Wils vohaolo mev.oa novth-
var¢ on Tiac Scorcct T %he crecasing, then
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There ves 1o wusval condition »oo
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a4 nortion of the llob, @oouit 4 oot 7 o dlnchog lout, cowlt
in vne heel of to- sritceh ana doroi)od the engine ond Soven
crre,  Thoe engine avn ite tendor, roradius: couv .0, sto_ >od
on tredr 1ol sicdog anovt 300 foob west oF tne miten,
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about 280 feet weat ol the owvisch, par.
O ¢uLel OTac™, anTozg vobfh roin tracks -G ot rich
to tnem. The fourth, 17ifth, sizth anl soevonth oor

ing ip iinc, stoo.oo 2w 2n an:l

with the front cal of th. Tourth coy «usHonoed o
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crioince. Trese c¢org looned torara tre nortih., The front
e £ T T : R 5 N~ - A Ve e
truck of thw oi_nth cor vos derodloa.  The sceouc, fourin
e R R - - - = ~F N [ PR 1 2 o A e
aunc fifth care oo festreved.  Too Ciyst cnd third sats
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T ore o= r S ~ o
were baaly daricoc

It wos cloudr and doxli <t th. bino of th, ceclioong,
whicn ceceurrcd oboubt 3:205 . I1.


http://tr.il

H
C
{
)
~2
(@]
jake)

Tha cn;inc;r was killcd, and ihe fireman oad the
1\) 3.\:2} 4&&01’{{1}1 WG ll.l ,‘u e 1

buring tlhic 30-day neriod nroceding the aa v ol thc
accidont, the cverago quly moverent or trains over Lo
crossing was 61.7. During toc 24-hour period beginning
at 1 5. m., December L7, 1%40, 445 autorobilas dnd 79
trucks passcd over the crossing.

Discusgion

2
Na

Extrz 2880 Vest was "'onanﬂ’ the crossing at a
specd ol 65 to V0 milcs r hour in tcrritoiy where tne
maximum authorized spood was 70 rmiloe per hour. Thoe hoead-

P
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T

light was licbted brizntly, th: boll vis ringing, an. both

cizinemen werc meintaining a loolwvut ahoad. Thc ongine
whistlc was sounded Tov 1oatrolt crosaing cboot O00 Tolt
enst of ti.e station. Tuo lost “lost ”ﬁu OTOl0mngLL OVEl
this crossing una vas stil- belsn . soundco ot tho tine of
the collision. Vion the on ¢ vme o osnort distance cost
of the station tic f;I’F"Q ohsorve” o rotor-tivuck ston
clear of the weotward main trocdd, thon, vhon oie cngine
wos aboul 150 fo-t cost of the ClOSSWug, the motos -truck
procscded nertawsra ove:r the cvossing. Ho irmedliat 1y
varned the oncinecr. DBetsn cngincernen juroed to tine doeck
et the rca? of the hoiler-hoad, and the en_iue coilided
witlh tue Ttrazler. AL that lnabnnt the brokes becanc ane-

plied in ,m<f~~uny, but the Tiroran wes not ecstoin vhoether

tne onginecer rorce the brakoe valve bo wmergoaty sosition

povever, after thoe aceidoent tne brake valwve wvug in Srergency

C“‘tion and thz throttlc was eloscd. Thoe pilot of the
ilg nG vas demolishied, and a poition vrg cought at tho
hoel- rﬂogl o' the mortn swiicn-noint of a tratline-nolnt
swivel: 1,708 fcot beyond, then the delilinment occurred.
g not knovm whether thoe cigincer sow the rotor-tiuel, as
o wns killed in the cceddent. Tono breolos of this troin
haa heen cested ond had fanctionca propcerly en routc.

s

l_l.

The driver of tho mnotor-iuck w-g an oxp.ricnced driver.

b hy

At the tiue of the accident, nc Lind been ou duby -boubt 2
hours 30 wminutes, after Laving been off dubys 139 hours.

Y

as 1ot famil'sr *ibn thce cvrossing. He stojped the 1000v—-

truck in cormliance oth the veraing sicoa
sicnal locatced about 40 Toct scuth of the westiurd 1 ain
track. He ohserved bhe Londli, b ol o eat~hound [eaghl
train, which wag standing on the si t
of VJHO Strecet. o thougrt this ©

wigirag sicnal and, since trhe train

)

L I
- - B 4 - -
n ves acvaatia, bt
O

Ls ol the 'rigreg

DU
~oult H00 folt (ast

wes ot L.ovin_, 2 drove



the trucl woon the erossin. ol o sHeed of
Wor hour.  Vhen b bec ebor wes oril of
mcin wrrelr the dvivoer savy thao aooyre ezt
could not haul the csoeri-t-ciler off
Lo avert the acceicent. e <14 notb
Doiln: sounaod; howovoewo, the windovs
troctor wore closaod aunde thio troctor
weise, us it vig bodns, oocvabod in

¢
1
ol the cab or the
1.
¥

e driver corlicd with the law Dy
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7iven by e omdlowo o sianal, buo he
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arnco
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o cbout 670 faoct, beecouss of wne ztotion
e 5 - - S s r-, s e PRSP B
ol oon Tne siling. oo vvigmial sicnl D
~d 2 ~ 41 S s ey - [ I SE - [ |~
0TAng o proscerces of Tnveo birwcks. 17
- o ' i) B - . \ T e e ~ - I'e el
Loac cortaln before he Gvove uncrn 090 Lro
- [N T N B T PR, Ky
voas approsching on any troow, bans nezido
nrovented.
Couec
Tt 13 fouud thot €019 ceciicnt wng
SRR - 1 - I's T A T vy oo
trucii bein_ driven unon & Licinrar oradc o
a 5. o2 - P \ T Y am A i
in front o an ancrcoacrting train.
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