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Pailroad: 

Date: 

Location: 

Kind of accident: 

Equipment involved: 

Train number: 

Engine number: 

Consist: 

Estimated speed: 

Ope nation: 

Track: 

Highway: 

Weather: 

Ti: -a: 

Casualties: 

Cause: 

Union Pacific 

December 16, 1943 

Silver Creek, Hebr. 

Collision with motor-truck 

Express train 

Extra 2G80 West 

2330 

9 cars 

65-70 m. o. h. 

Motor-truck 

4 m o o. n. 

Timetable, train orders and 
automatic block-signal system 

Double; tangent; level 

Tangent; crosses track at 
angle of 89°30'; level 

Cloudy 

About 6:26 a. m. 

1 killed; 5 injured 

Motor-truck being driven upon 
highway grade crossing imme­
diately in front oi approa enin 
train 
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INTERSTATE 00n.::RCi OffJj i s a i o i . 

IlN/LSTIC-hTIOi; NO . 2752 

IN Ti-iE MATTER 01 MAN IMG ACCIDENT INVLGTlGnTION K'.,N0hT3 
UN DLL TNI, A C C J M T NUN 0 U T S ACT CI' k^Y. 6, 1910. 

TNE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COInPAh; 

January 28, 194-: 

Accident at .Silver Oree];, Nohr., on December 16, 1045, 
caused by a motor--crude being' uri /on upon highboy 
grade crossing ii.Jteoi; tcly in froir!" of an approach­
ing train. 

1 
RLeORT Of' TIL'. COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, Chairman: 

On December 15, 19^, , theie rrcs o collisio'] between 
an ex,)rcs? train on tin; Union Pacific Railroad an;, a rotor 
truch at a higbr'ag grade crossing at Silver Oreo1-, Mobr. 
This accident result en in the death of OLIO train-service 
c-nnloyee, an/1 the injury of one express r.ossonger and t'ro 
traj n-sorvxee emilovues. 

"Under authority oJ section 17 (2) of tne Interest:, t ~ Ocm-
neroc Act the above-entitled proceed l .r ^as referred by tire 
Corjiiissio'. to Cha.rrr.an PattcrDOJi for oonslrleration and '^is~ 
)O0i fcion. 

http://Cha.rrr.an
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Location og Acc'i.i^t_ajcg^ J jgt^ 
Tills accident occurred OJI that peit of tne hiobrnska 

Division designated os th? ir'wrt ;• rbd_i v;I £ i on and ortatiaj.-g; 
brtwecr. Council Bluf*. s, i c * a n d Grand Islarr", .'obr., 
HGoO miles. This wac a. double-track line o w >"hich 
trains roving; with tne cuirent of traffic were ojomt;,^ 
by timetable, train orders and an automatic bicck-s _r.uj 
system. At Cilver Creel: a siding 6,100 feet in Inigth v*as 
located tcu'/cen the na.ln track 0. A l.orse tr:. ch oa: .. Hole d 
the main tracks and mas fuet soutn of tne east' ard 
main track. The west siding-svi tch was 1,8Ob feet net of 
the station. The collision occurred on the ••'est 'arc1 main 
track where the railroad vae) crossed at grade by Vine 
Street at a point 130 foot vest of the citation, and the 
train was derailed at the vest siuiiig-switch. '1:or l\ e 
east on the railroad the track was tangent 14.9 mil or; to 
the point of collision and a considerable distance Depend. 
The grade for most-bound, trains was level ^,o00 feet to the 
point of collision, then 0.1133 percent ascending to the 
point of derailment and about 1,100 ftwt beyond. 

Vine Street crossed the tracks at an aur 1c oi G9 05~'. 
from the south the street was tangent and oractic.illy l'-vel 
to the crossing and a, considerable distance beyond. On the 
crossing the street was 11 feat vo&e end way surfaced with 
gravel, whicn. was practically level ',rith the top of the rails. 

A standard cross-buck railroaci-orossin^ sign Twvs 
located to the right of tie dire ctioa of north-bound 
traffic, 17.5 fe^t south oi the house track, 98 foot 
south of the center-l.ino of the "cstwara main bitch and 
9 feet east of the street. This sJ,>_a was mounted on a 
mast ar.d bore tne "roras "?JU.LK0-LL C?CSSI_JO" in block 
letters on a white background, and below it there vas a. 
rectangular sign whicn bore the woias "4 TThaOhG." A 
Ta;_wug crossing-signal was located to Ice ri_ht of t'>o 
directlct of norm-bound traffic, in tb<_ southeast angle 
oi the crossing, 39.6 Te r ,t south of the cantor-lino of 
the westward, main track and ? fceo east oi the street. 
The wigwag sigr_.il 'was suspended from the top of an 
octagonal-rsna^e fit.re, ehien sin iO.tm at its ri ht 
shibla bearing the ^or >s "LOOh-tlr T Ik." The, \ii_rc - s 
about 9 fcjt above the ground Ir/ol, ooxe the wore "STOP," 
and displayed a rod light, che Ions of ' t j cr was 0-3/3 
inches in diameter, the r V k t end of its swing tno 
wigwag "was hidden by the skiele,, tuifL this result .P. In a 
flashing-li^ ht effect. A ball wt ,o mounted on the fr-wie 
above the wigwag signal. Bclcv the \ igwag theeo '"as a 
standard cross-buck sign, whicn boro the wo'Is "h-O.Li.OAi) 
CROSSIiIG, " and below It there was ... horizontal s u m ^diien 
bore the ^ordr "3 TP.AGS." All -"ores cf l/n si.ris on tnis 
signal were in black letters on e background of aluminum. 

http://sigr_.il
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The wigvag signal end bh^ loll verc controlled by ti ick 
circuits. T m track circuit ir tac vnstmrl rain track 
extended 1,550 feet rant of tho crossing. A cross:ng-
whistle sign i'or vest-hound trains 'res located 3,706 foot 
oast ol tho crossing. 

Operating rules ree.c. In part as Toller's: 

14. 1 n g i n c ' • Th I s 11 o S1 gn a 1 s. 
Note.--Tho signals proscribed arc illus­

trated by n o " lor snoit sounas; " " Tor 
longer sounds. * * * 

SOUND. IhDICiiTIOiI. 
* * * 
(l) o Amroochin," public crossiivo 

hi groco, * 
* * * 
Sec. 39-1136 oi the jMobrasko Koto^ Tohiclc LC-'S, 1009, 

react in paot as folio1 rp: 

* * * vgioncver any person driving o 
vehicle approaches a jkLghv/oy and irlorurban 
or stoe.n rail*/ay grade crossin^ and a cl.srly 
a n d vIs i b1o ond p o o11 i v c s i gn a1 give s va rnIn g 
of the immediate approach of a. raj.lv ay train 
or car, it shall he unlauful lor tro driver 
of the vehicle to fail to bring tho voniclo 
to a complete ctoo before traversing such 
grade crossing. * :'' * 

The maximum authorized speed for the train involved 
vus 7 0 miles pei hou.r. 

llescirijpî  
Extra 2800 V'cst, a *rcst-bound express train, consisted 

of engim 2880, one box cr.r, one enpress-rofrig'U'ator c.r, 
ono box car, thrc-u e^rjrcs'f-^cfrigurctor cars, an_' throe 
baagago-mail cars, in the order ncred. The cc-coii'', fourth, 
fifth and 3i:cth cars wtrc of etool-undorf rorn cone t suet: on, 
and toe remainder "crc of all- r ,tocl construction. Ait. r a 
torriiial alr-brako tc mc vas made thas or,.,In oe.jortod "f'rom 
Omaha, iTcbr., 99.5 miles cost of Silver Crclg'at 4:13 
a. m. , departed from Columbus, 17. r milos cast ol hilv, " 
Crook ana the last open office, at 0:01 a. rn. , cso vhil., 

http://raj.lv


irovinm AT an er,tinetod speed of G5 to 70 ni .~h e; j r nour It 
STRUCK a motor-truck TRIE wos eeiv.ileo. 

Th> mot or-truck involved w:a a' tractor ano a semi­
trailer cwiud oy 1 r. hh harj,jngton, Inc. , inlmont, uo 
The clj-ltei In,Id ih^brasko operator's 1 icon3,- l:o. rb-5C'h.;-. a. 
"tt. tr' ohox 1 an a 1938 Chevrolet, ooum;pch nihi a 19n . 
6-cylinacr motoi , am. here Nebraska license hi — 1"5;, 
nr. I. 0. 0. license 2'd5-9"6. It w-,ighcd 3,-'CO gown .he, 
and was equipped with dual tlr.s on tho ^war wh- els, hy­
draulic br.la.s and an- endosod stool cab. It w,,.s haul: rig 
U semi-trailer, which had dual oiros on its W o o l s , it was 

1 th - tr ilor 
^ O J? th<- ucoidmt 
It ho s- • nob : 'ska 

"provided with A vacuum br<i]n . Tno • rr_- i nht 0 
when empty was 3,850 jcuncs, and ot OJ • J tin 
it was loaded with 2 2 , 9 h3 no one. a of l, 1, license 5-hYlO. The ovwr-eiJ length of "t _ L W 
t h o S oi; ii - t R i 1 c r W 1 S l, 5 f c e T If" • r, VO hie Is 
ward on T'hinc S crc ot, s to e a SOU if cf the c 
procecd.ccl ch: an estimated so 4 r; .lie 3 
tne tr.ilor was struck hy The -:--̂o r̂,r, R T R 

There w^s no ui usee] condition n:>out thj enclosed 
cab that obscured the vision of the drivei. Because o'' 
the station building and a freight tivir which WJ-? ".t..aid­
ing on the siding '.bout 500 feet e<.st oP Vino 2 tr.. ,t, cv. 
urive's vi.rw of a t r a m aporonc h.r g from tne .̂..>t t a 
etrioted to about &r?5 feet. 

Tin.: soini-tra: l..r -as o omolished.. Tne pilot en n a m 
2>"<'30 wuc demolished , and, m e n the m g m c retched v-o % o] 
oh the north z :i t ch -point 1,700 fe ,t west of tR orcb m . , 
a portion of the pilot, about 4 du .t 17 Lmlms long, curat 
in tne heel of tn" switch ana derm. 1 .,1 the engiim end cover, 
cars. Tho engine or., its tender, r;r;ihiri_ cou;'-.d, sto_pod 
on their 3 of,, sides o.oout 300 root west of tne ,T 'it ch, 
headed nortncjst, with the front and of tno engine IDout 
40 foot north jf tho mstmird r.nln track. Ih±c m g i n j w-s 
badly damaged. The first, second end tPird care stop ml 
about 280 feet w s t of the smcch, on- 211:11 arm aaiwuit 
to eacl: other, across both main tracks and. at r;.. TRO angles 
to trum The fouxth, fifth, sixth and. seventh ...rs, 1 m...iu-
ing in lino, stopped en, en angle cf 15 chwgw. yz ho t m tracks 
with the front end ol th_, fourth car suspencmd on tit., 
engine. Tnese cars moncd. to' rar a the newth. front 
truck of thu eighth car was dcrahlm. Tho socc'iid, fou^tb 
and fifth cars "o.o dustrevud. h n hirst and third. 3 0 : 0 
'.; c r c had 1 y d a ne g o d. 

It v\;,s cloudy and dark at tl, time of t,1-, uceicnnt, 
which occurred about 5:26 a. 11. 

http://tr.il
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The engineer was hilled, and the fireman and the 
baggageman were injured. 

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the 
accident, the everage daily movement of trains over the 
crossing was 61.7. During tne 24-hour period begjnnmg 
at 1 p. n., December 17, 1945, 445 autcrcDilos and 79 
trucks passed over the crossing. 

Extra 2880 Uest was oporoocning the crossing at a 
speed of 65 to 70 miles gnu- hour in territory where tne 
maximum, authorized speed was 70 riles nor hour. T]r. head­
light was lighted brightly, th ; bell was ringing, air both 
engincmon were maintaining, a lookout oh-dd. The engine 
whistle was sounded for a street crossing about 500 fe^t 
east of the station. Tno lost blest was orolon&cu ovt3 
this crossing ana was still bain., sounded at tro t;h"r of 
the collision, i hen the engine was a short distance cost 
of tli(j station tno firemen cbsorvL-"' a rotor-truck stop 
clear of the, westward main tracl, th :n, wheii .hie engine 
was about 150 I d cost of the ciossiug, the motoj -truck 
proceeded nortawara over the crossing, th innodiat' ly 
warned the engineer. Doth onginer^n jurcjed to the dock 
et tho roar of the boiler-hc ad, and the en,_iue collided 
with tno trailer. At that instant tho brakes bocane ap­
plied in emergency, but the fireran was not certain whether 
tno engineer ro^ce th^ brake valve to orx-rgenoy position; 
however, after the accident tne brake valve was in emergency 
position and the throttle was closed. Trn. pilot of the 
engine was demolished, and a portion was caugght at tho 
heel-block of tho nortri switch-point of a trailing-noint 
switch 1,708 feet beyond, then the derrlTneiit occurred. It 
is not known wiiother the engineer saw the rotor-trunk, as 
h^ was killed in the accident. Tne brakes of this train 
haa boon costcd and had functioned properly en route. 

Tho driver of tne rotor-truck was an experienced driver 
A t the. tire of the accident, ho had boon on duty ebout 2 
hours 30 minutes, after having boon off duty 18 hours. Ie 
''rns not familiar •'Ibn tho crossing. Ho stopped the r.ocor-
truck in compliance with the warning; sig.nnls of the 'ig 'T^ 
signal located about 40 feet south of the wostvnrd rain 
track. Ho observed tho heaoli^et of a * -as t-hound fr-.ibht 
train, which was standing on the sidin^ about 500 f-jv-t net; 
of Vino Street, h o thought this train wee actuating the 
wigwag signal and, since the train was not rovin_, he d^ovc 
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the truck uoon the crossing at n speed of about g tJL1-S 
n^r hour. Vhen the tr: ctor was north oi t h - *: estvard 
main track the driver saw the ajprr;ch:mi__ i/'';1'n, vut he 
could not haul tin, Serd-ticil er O'f the crossin^ in tiro 
to avert tlie _ a ceJ Cent, Ife did not hear the ,,ngine whistle 
being sounded.; however, the windows oi the cab of the 
tract.or were closed and. the tractor w e making consi da/*ebl 
noise, as it was being oooratad in lo-" gear. 

The driier complied with the law by stopping "short 
oi tne eastward main track ir. cot .gli anee —ith the warning; 
giv, n by the igwe.j signal, bu_. h" assuried that a train 
standing on the siding was actuating, the signal, - h m the 
truck stope ;d couth, of the wigva.g signal his view of a 
train approaching or the west nra main track was ivstrict-d 
to about 67 5 foot, because of the station builuing arid the 
train on t;;c si ling. The ,rig,',:w signal bore a sign indi­
cating the picsence of three- tracks. If tne drive:'- had. 
made certain before he amove uocn tne uros'wlng th'.t no train 
was approaching on any traor., tars aciidenl could have bean 
prevent<. d. 

Cau 

It 13 found; that t-i^ accident was caused by a motor­
truck boin_ driven upon a nighway grade crocoing iu euiatoly 
in front of an an broach in.:; train. 

Dated at \ Washington, I. C , this tw^et"^ ighth 
day of January, 1944. 

By the Commission, Chairman Patterson. 

V. P. J-iARTTL . 
(ShAL) 

Secrc tarv. 


