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January 19, 1240.

To the Commizeion:

On Jecerber 20, 1909, there uvas a derallment of a mail—and-
express tTrain on the Union Pacific Railroad, after striling an
autcmebile at a highway grade crofsing at Ricnhland, Nebr., "ich
resulted in the death of two train-cervice emnloyeors and the
injury of one vassenger and one eixpress cmployee.

Locotion and lMethod of Opcration

Thic accident occurred on Hhiat part, of the Nebrasin Division
desicnated as ths First Subdivision which extends betvecn Council
Bluffs, Iowa, ond CGrand Island, Nebr., a distrnce of 140.9 miless
In the vicinivy of the pcint of accident this is a douhle-track
line over which trains are operated by timetablce, train crders andc
an autometiic block system. The accident occurred cn the eastuard
main track nv a highw~y grade crossing vhich is located 155 fcet
west of Richlend station. Approaching from the west the track is
tangent more than 10 mlles to the crossins and several wiles
beyoni. The grade for ecst-bound trains is 0.12 percent descending
at the point of accident., At the crossing involved a sidéing lies
between the castuard and the westward main trecks; the centoer—to-—
center distance between traclis is 1& fzet. A fzcing-poinv sivitch,
with a right-hand turnout leading to an industry track, 1s locetec
on the eastiveard track 313 feet escst of the crossing.

dighway U. S. 30 lies north of the tracks; £ county rood,
practically perallel to the railroad, diverges from this bihuvay
and extends ecstirard a distance of cbout 950 feet, vhere it
connects a2t a point about 40 feet north of the railroad vith a
grevelec hishuey extending norfth and south anc crogseing the tracks
practically at right angles. At the crorsing the gsraveled nighway
is 20-1/2 feet in width and the gravel 1s practically level vrith
the to»n of the rails. For south-becund hi-nhray traflfic there 1s a
slifghtly ascencing grade to the crossing; the hizhioy is level
over the westward main track end the sidin~ ané then is sliutly
ascending between these and the sastuard main track.

The crossin~ 1s protected by Union Pacific standard cross—
buck signs on eazh side of the tracks anc to the right of the
direction of traific bearing the words, "RAILROAD CROSSING;"

a horizontal besr bencath the cross-buck hears the verds, "3
TRACKS." 1In acdditicn, there is a wiguag crossins-signal located
at the nortuvest corner of the crossing and to the right of a
sputh~>ound vehicle. The wigweg signal 1s suspended from a
horizontal bar extending from 2 mast 17-1/2 feet high and is held
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behind a shield when not sctuated. When ectunted the wiruay is
14 feet above the ground level end displays the word NGTOPW, end
also disnlays a red 11mﬁt the lens of which is 6-1/2 inches in
diameter. A Dbell is 1ocated on the bar above the wigwas sigasal,.
Also on the nnst there 1s a cross-ber sipn, the center of ivhich
is 12 feet anove the ground, bearing the vords, "LOOKOUT FCOR THE
CARS, " ~nd "RATLPOAD CROSSING," and a2 horizontel slgn, vhich is
about & Jeet above the ground, bearing the words, "3 TRACIS.'
There is en electric 1light on a pole at the goutlrrest corner of
the croseinze. The cperation of the signal anc the bell 13 con-
trolled »y means of track circults; the circuit in the easstiard
track extends 4,047 fest vest of the crosgaing.

Taroushout a distance of approximately 1LCO feet nerth of
the crossin-, the view eastward is unob tructed, From a soubti-
bound vehicle, o&s it nears the crossing, an sponroaching east-
bound trcin can be seen Tor several mlloo.

Rule 1<(1) and 14(u) of the operating rules, amplilied by
14(w) of the specinl time—table instructions, previcde that two
long and trro short blasts of the engine vkigtle shall be scunded
approachling Hul.llic crossings at gracde; trhe sound must be clear
and distinct cnd the last blast prolenged until recchiag the
crossiag; the curation of the total signsl shell be not less than

10 secondse

A vhistle post for erst-bHound traine is located 1,508 Tect
west of the crossing.

Sceticn 39-1138 of the Motor Vehicle Laiws of Nebraonks reads:

Whonever eny pevson driving a venhicle
anoroacarss a1 highway and interurbdan cr
stecm rallvay grade crossing and a
clearly and visible end nogitive signal
gives warning of the Immecinte anprcach
of a rallway train or car, it shall bpe
unlawful for the driver of the vehicle
to fail to bring the vehicle toc o come
plete stop before traversing such race
crossing.
Tne maximum authorized speed Tor first-class trailns other
than streamline trains is 70 miles per hour.

It was cark and the weather -ras clovdy at the time of the
accideat, waich occurred a2t 6:25 p. m.



Description

First 6, an east-bound first-class mail-and-express trcin,
with Conductor Beach and Engineman Jones in charge, consisted of
engine 7006, one baggage car, three storage mall cars, eight
express cars, one deadhead Pullman sleeping car, and one ccech,
in the order named. The first four and the last two cars were
of all-steel construction and the other ei‘ht cars were ol steel—
underframe consitruction, This train left Grend Island, 70 miles
west of Richland, at 4:55 n. m., according to the train sheet,

2 hours late, left Columbus, 7.5 miles west of Richland, at 6:15
P. M., 2 hours 15 minutes late, and, when approaching Richland
and while moving ot a speed estimated at 70 or 75 miles per hour,
struck a strlled autcmebile at a highway grade crossing.

The autcmoblile was a 1929 Chevrolet coupe and was driven by
Mertin D. Wilson, owner and sole cccuvnant., It wvas driven castward
on the county road and made a richt turn to the railroed tracks;
in moving over the crossing i1t vecered to the left or east side of
the rcad, ren off the shoulder, becamc stalled betwecn the reils
of thc eostward main treciz, end wos struck by First &.

The automoblle wrs demnolisiied and carricd ahead of the pilot
of the engine a distance of 313 feet, at which point 1t cncountercs
the industry—track switch and causcd such damage to the sritch
that the engine was diverted toward the incustry track. The
engine stoppecd on its left side, on the industry tracl, 726 feet
east of the crossing. The tendor, in reverce position, steovped
109 fect cast of the cnginc on its left side ~nd with its rear cnd
fouling the castuerd main track., The encine and the tender vere
badly damaged. The first cer, and the third to seventh cears, in-
clusive, stopped practically at right anoles across the sicing and
the main tracks, in upright position, excent the fifth car vhich
lay on its left side. The fourth car stopned between the tender
and the first car. The second cer was hurled over the enzine,
crashed turouzh the northeast corner of a wooden rrain-elevator
building, situated scuth of the industry treck, 2nd stopped 1n
upricht position at an angle of 45 degrees to tite industry tracke
All these cars were badly damaged. The eishth cer and the front!
truck of the ninth car were derailed but remained in general line
with the trock.e Parts of the front end of the automobile were
entangled in the engine pilot, vhich was torn loose ancd stopped
about 6 fect in front of the engine. The main frame of the auto-
mobile was under the fifth car of the train and sbout 40 feet west
of the engilne.

The employees killed vere the enginemen and the fireman.
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Summary »f Evidence

Conductor Beach stated that a test cf the air brakes tas made

at CGranc lsland, a running test was macde leaving that point, and

the brekes Tunctioned properly en route. Appro qchlnw Richland

the train vas moving at a speed of at least 70 miles per hour when

he felt an emergency application of the air b;zkcg which tras
followved 11ﬂe*1¢teiy by a cresh. He said that the accident

occurred at 6:25 p. me He was in the rear cer of the traln ond

at that cistance from the engine he was vunable to hear the engine

bell or vhistle. After the acnldent he inspected the crossing

and found. it in good condition. The wigwaz signal was onerating

and the street 1i.ht was burniang.

m S‘O

d

Front Brakerien Papst stated that vhea approaching Ricihland
he was 1n e recr car. Ho felt an emergency avplication of the
alr brares end the train sterted to lunge. He dic nct hear a
whistle signel sounded but he stated that he wvould be unable to
hear the gcund at the rear of the train. The spced of the train
wes avoult 70 milics per hour at the %ime of the accident.

Flag.aan Cayivood corroborated the staiement of the front brake-
man and added that the weather “ras clear and he could see a head-
light at Columbus.

Express Messenger Helper Jacobscn stated that when aporeach-
ing Richlanc. he as in the first car of tue trailn. ¢ was unable
to say whether the whistle signal had been sounded, ~lthough he
had heard it sounded at intervols after lea v1n‘ Norua Platoe. He
felt e heavy application of the alr brakes an ctant before the
car started to leave the track,

Begmageman Kruse added nothing of importance.

Martin D. Wilson, the dériver of the avtomobile involved,
stated thet en route to Schuyler, apnroximately 9 miles east of
Richlend, in order to avoild the heavy highway traffic he turned
from the main hishway to the south road, and wieun he vurned
southward tcward the crossing he saw the headlisht of First 6.
After looking carefully and determining the evact location of
the headlight he thought that he had ample time tc cross befcre
the train reached the crossinz. At the time of the 1nvest1bﬂtlon
he remained convinced that he did have ample time. However, 1in
watching the train he veecrcd the automobile to the left, or eagt,
so far that the left wheels ran off the gravel shoulder as he
was moving over the middle tracik. He then felt a jolt causcd by
the left front wheel climbing the north rail of the eesstward mailn
track and the car became stalled with the front wheel againet the
south rail of the eastward main track. Being unable to start the
motor, Ne got out on the left side, passcd around the rear of the
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automoblile and opcned the door on the ri ht side to search ror

his electric lantern, but in his excitement he was unable to
locate it. Awarc that the train was approaching the crossing
closely 2% o hizh rate of snced, he left the car and walked .
westward touvard the right-of-tay fence and when he was about

60 or 30 Teet distant the automobile was struck by the vrain.

He aid not think that the engineman saw ths sutomchile, anl he
thou~ht the engine wes vorking steam., He (id not recall hearing
the engine whistle sounded, and he ¢id not obhserve wvhetihier the
wigwagz signel was operating, but he did not think as he drove

upcon the crossing the train had entered the circuit controlling
the sirnal. The driver stated that he vas vhysically and mentally
normal. He 1s 67 years of age, has been in the service of the
Chicago, Burlin:ton & Quincy Reilrcad for about 50 years and at
the present time is empleyed as a conductor. His lest physical
examination tas in October, 1939. He has driven an automobile
gince 1910 and this was his first accidente.

Julius Johinson stated that Jjust pricr to the eccident he
stopped his automobile, which was headed southward, at the north-
west ccrner of the intersection of the highreys Just north of the
crossing to watch a trailn as it entered tac giding just west of
the crogsia, and the vigwag signal was oncratino at that time.
After this train passed he turned to the right, or westvard, on
the county roed; as e was turning the ccrner he thought the
wigwag sisnel started to overate again, althouzh he was not cer-
tain. Soon afterward he met an ~utomobile coming from the wvest
and about the same time he saw a second train, apparently about
1/4 mile distant and approaching at a high rate of speed. IHe did
not see the automobile turn and move uvpon the crossing. He wos
aware of nothin: wrong until he sew sparks and fire flyingyg from
the vheels of the train, the greater portion of which was east
of the cpossing, and the train stopped suddenlye.

Ceneral. Roadmaster Overman stated that he arrived at the
scene of accident about 9 ». m. and inspected the track. He found
that the automobile hed becn carried ahead of the pilot of the
engine until it reached thz facing—-ooint gritech leading to the
industry track. The wreckage of the scutomobile sheared off the
rivets of “oth lugs on the left or open point of the switchj; this
condition permitted the left switch noint to close against the
north stock rall cnd the engine wheels wore diverted to the turn—
out. The lcad rails were turned over and bhroken at a point abou’
6 feet west of the frog and the right wheels of the cngine becam
derailcd to the south at that point and ran on the ties a distance
of 32 fecect, then dropped off the ends of the ticse. The engine
continucd a distence of 50 feet before turninsg over on its left
side.
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Superintendent Flesher stated that he arrived at the scene
of accildent at 9 p. m. He inspected the crossing and found marks
in the loose gravel east of the crossing which indicated that the
wheels of an automobile had been off the crossing and had passed
over the north rail of the eastward main track. On December 18
the gravel had been dug out at the crossing for rail iaspection,
but it wes restored on the same day and the crossing was in good
conditicne.

According to data furnished by the railrocad, during the 30~
day prec-~iod preceding the day of the accident there was a daily
averag2 ol 5E.7 trains over the crossing involved.

Observations of Commission's Inspectors

The Commission's inspectors inspected the treck a distance
of more than 1 mile west of the crossing and found it in good
conditicny there was no indication of draezzing equipment. On
the tics L-fveen the rails of the eastward main track at a point

about 2 /3% ea3t of the crossing thore werc scars, which continuet
eastwoird a distance of 313 feet to the 1h~uutry—nrack switch. The
damacgs To the siriteh and the marks from that point eastward vere
Tound to be as described by the general roadmaster. The crossing
was in good condition and on the east side of the crossing in line
with the 3cars on the ties there was evicence of an automooile
wheel—-marke. During their inspection, the wigwag signal was ob-
served Tto be operating properly when trains passed over the
crossinge.

A check of traffic for a 24-hour period disclosed that 252
motor vehicles, 6 horse—~drawn vchicles, and 34 trains passed over
the crossing,

Discussion

According to the evidence the driver of the automobile saw
the train approaching some distance away but thought that he had
ample time to clear the crossing before its arrival; however, as
he was moving over the crossing he continued to watch the train
and veered his car to the left; the left wheels dropped off the
shoulder and the automobile became stalled on the eastward main
track with the front wheels against the south rail., The driver
Jumped out, vassed around the rear of the sutomobile, and opened
the other door to search for his electric lantern, but was uncble
to locate it. The train then was closely approaching the crossing
and he ran to a point of safety.

The evidence indicates that the wigwag signel was vorking
properly at the time of the accident, but according to the state~
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ment _of the driver he did not see it and believed that he hoc
moved upon the crossing before the train entered the track circuit
controlling “he signal. He wae not certain That the eagine
whiutle as sounded spproaching the crossinge. The vhistl \out .
for east-~bound trains 1s located 1,308 feet west of the croscing
and since the driver gaw the approachling train at o much afeauor
distance it is obvious that the whisbtle signal for this crossing
had no bearing on the accident. The crossing throughout its

width of 2045 feet was in good condition., Undoubtedly this acci-
dent would hove been averted 1f the driver hcd not inadvertently
veered to the left and caused the left wheels of the autcmownile

to drov off the crossing.

The tvreclizge of the sutomobile was carried on the pilot of
the engine end, as the wreckage encountered a facing-point sul
313 feetv cost of the crossing, it so damqgod the switch tha
engine wos dlverted toward the turncut ond hecame dernllcds

th
the

81
P
au

Conclusicn

S dent was causad by an automobile beconmin~ ““a?lod
on a ighway crade crossinzg in front of an approaching traln.

Respectfully suvomitted,
S . 1\]' [ 1‘: ILL S

Director.



