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SUMMARY
Railroad: Union Pacific
Date: August 29, 1944
Location: Pocatello, Idano
Kind of accident: Rear-end collision
Trains involved: Freignt : Engine
Train numbers: Fourtn 160 : Extra 9506 East
Engine numbers: o081l : 9506
Consist: 88 cars, caboose
Estimated speed: Standing : 10 m. ». n.
Operation: Timetable, train orders and

automatic block-signal
system; yard limits

Track: Double; tangent; level
Weatner: Clear

Time: 4:30 a. m.

Casualties: 1 killed; 4 injured

Cause: Failure prowerly to control

speed of following train °
moving witnin yard limits



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2821

IN THE MNATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910.

THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

September 30, 1944.

Accident at Pocatello, Idano, on August 29, 1944, caused
by failure properly to control tne speed of tne
following train moving within yard limits.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION -

PATTERSON, Cnairman:

On August 29, 1944, there wes a rear-end collision
between a freignt train and an engine on the Union Pacific
Railroad at Pocatello, Idaho, wnicn resulted in the death
of one erployee on duty, and the injury of one person car-

ried under contract, one employee on duty and two employees
of f duty.

lynder autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commission to Cnairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of the Idano Division
designated ss tne Third Subdivision and extending eastward from
Glenns Ferry to Pocatello, Idano, 159.9 miles. 1In tne vicinity
of tne point of accident this was a double-track line over
wnlch trains were operated by timetable, tr2in orders and an
automatic tlock-signal system. The accident occurred witnin
yvard limits on the eastward main track 1.17 miles west of the
station at Pocetelloc and 2.71 miles east of the west yard-limit
sign. Tne main tracks were tangent througrout a distance of
1,982 Teet west of the point of accident and a considerable
distance eastward. The grade for east-bound trains varied be-
tween 0.10 and 0.50 percent ascending tarougnout a distance of
about 3,000 feet, thnen it was level 375 feet to the point of
accident and a considerable distance eastward.

Tne east switch of a tralling-point crossover 196 feet
long, nereinafter referred to as crossover No. 1, wnicn cen-
nected tne main tracke, was 1.83 miles east of the west yard-
1imit sign. The esst switen of a lead track, wnicn conneccted
tne westward main track and a freignt classification yard, was
14.8 feet west of the weet switen of creossover No. 1.

Automatic signal 2158, wnich governed east-bound movements
on the eastward main track, was 2,736 feet weet of the point of
accident. Tnis signal was of the one-arn, two-pogition, lower-

quadrant type, and was continuously lignted. The nignt aspects,

and tne corresmonding indications and namee of tnis signsl were
as follows: .

1

Asvect ' Indication Vame
Red Stop. Stop Signal.
Green Proceed. Clear Signal.

The controlling track circuit on thne eastward main track
extended 1,751 feet east of signal 2158, and tne section from
this point eastward tnrougnout a distance of 9,487 feet was
non-circuited. The non-circuited section extended between
points 11,771 feet and 2,284 feet west of the east end of the
Tnird Subdivision. At the eastern end of the controlling track
circult of signal 2158, a sign was located 10.5 feet south of
the soutn rail of the eastward main track. Tnis sign bore the
words "End of Block". Wnen a train occupied the eastward main
track between signal 2158 and thne end-of-block sign, signal
2158 would display stop. Wnen a train passed beyond tne end-
of-block sign, signal 2158 would display proceed.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

RS-
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DEFINITIONS.

Restricted Speed.--Proceed prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or switcn not
properly lined, and be on lookout for broken rail,
or anytning tnat may affect movement of train. .

93. Within yard limits tne main track may be
used, protecting agsinst first-class trains.

% % %

All ftrains and engines must move within
yard limits prepared to stop unless tne track 1s
seen or known to be clear. % 3 ¥#

509. Wnen a train is stopved by a Stop signal
* % % it may proceed ¥ % #

LU A

(c) On two or more tracks, after stop-
ping, two long blasts of engine wnistle must be
sounded, and train may proceed at once at re-
stricted speed through the entire block to the
next nome signal.

Descrintion of Accident

Fourtn 160, an east-bound freight train, consisting of
engine 9081, 88 cars and a caboose, stopped on tne eastward
main track at Pocatello about 4:20 a. m., witn tne rear end
standing 2.71 miles .east of the west yard-limit sign and 985
feet east of the end-of-block sign. About 10 minutes later
tne rear end was struck by Extre 9506 East.

Extra 9506 East, an east-bound engine, headed westward,
moved eastward from tne lead track to tne westward main track,
tnence through crossover No. 1 to the eastward main track,
passed signal 2158, wnich displayed proceed, passed tne end-of-
block sign, and wnile moving at an estimated speed of 10 miles
per nour it struck tne rear end of Fourtn 180.

The caboose of Fourth 1680 was demolisned. The rear car of
Fourtn 160 and the tender of engine 9506 were sligntly damaged.

It was clear at the time of the accident, wnicn occurred
about 4:30 a. m.

Tne flagman of Fourtn 160 was killed. The conductor of .
Fourtn. 16C, and an engineer and a brakeman, wno were deadneading
in tne cabooge of Fourtn 160, were injured.

Discussion

Tne rules of this carrier governing operation witnin yard
limits provide tnat all trains and engines must be operated
prepared to stop unless thne way is seen or known to be clear.
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Abecut 10 minutes after Fourtn 169 stovoved, its rear end
was struck by Extra 25606 Wast. Tne collisior. ocevrred witain
yard 1imits, and, under the rules, the epeed of Extra 950o weas
redquired to be so contrclled tnet it could Ye stopped snort cof
a train or an onstruction.

Wren Fourtn 160 stopped, the conductor and thne flsgman

were in tne ceooose. Tne marker lamns oan *ne cchboose were
ligated ano displaysd red to tne rear. The conductor segid the
Tirst ne tnew of anytninz being wrons was wnen the collisicn
occurred. Tne flagman wss killed.

Tne crew of Extra C50€ consisted of the engineer and the
fireman. The engine wes mowlng in backward motion. It was
not equipned wiin a needlirnit on thne rear of its tender. Tnis

train entered tine eastward meain track at crossover Mo. 1, and
ned oroc ceded eastward a distance of about 4,800 feet at a
speec. of about 10 miles per nour mq,“ it struck Fourtn 13N.
Thne encincer and tne firerman sald that they were meintaining

a lookout znead, btut trey did not sze thz preceding “rain until
the lignted red markers “rere oscserved a few feet distant. Then
tne engineer moved the brake valve to emergency position, but
the COlllSlOn occurred b:fcwe T..e Orckes became effective. The
engineer seld that tnrougnout a consideradsle dictence imiedi-
ately We“t of Ttne »oint of accident tne reflectior of the nead-
1lignt of an eng.ne, "nicn was sternding on thne westward main
track at a point aOOut 1,000 feet 2ast of trhe reer end of Fourtn
160, materially restricted nis vieion, but tne fireman sald the
reflection of tne neadli - at did net rectrict nis view of tne
Traci aasad. 3otn enginsmen soid tret cnal dust blowing from
tne vender of the ensine intzrfered witn treir vision to sore
extent. They understocd thet, urnder tre rules, the spead of
tneir engline was requwreﬂ tc he gc cohntrollied tnat it could Dbe
stopned short of a train or an ocvbetruction. Trne engineer gaild,
in substance, tnat if tne asutomatic wlcck sysctem nad extended
far enouon easuwa 4 for some oortion of the ovner train to Te

n the track circuit, nz would nave received definive informa-
tion tnat tne track was occuvied, put tnat tne signal indica-
tion would not nave veen more restristive tnan the yvard-lirit
rule.

Ceuse

It is found that thls accident was coused by failur:
proverly to control the sneed of the felleowing train moving
witnin yard linits.

Dated at Vec
dey of Septen

By the Commissicn, Cirairman Patterson.

W. D, BARTFL,

15
&
5!

Secretary.



