COMLISSION

ZRCT

A
IA

-
&%

TATE CGC

-

ASHIGTOWN

.7
W

ALY

LROAD COIP

AT

XTIl

EAR

s
N




Railroad:
Date:
Location:

£ind of eaccident:

Equipment involved

Trein numker:
Ingine number:
Conslsts:

™ 42 - = - =~ .
Dstimat~d speeds:

Oncration:

Track:

WVeather:

|

ime:

Q
@
}_!

Cies:

Cause:

Recommendation:

T2
!
t+—
o)
<
|
3
—
~3
Hx

STARY

Union Pacific
March 25, 1343
Xinball, ebr.

Rear-end collision

Track motor-—car : Pasgenrer train
o 0
¢ 817
Aotor—cer 541-301 15 cars
Jnkno m 7% m. v. b,
Sirnal 1a€ic 8
Dovbls; tengent; 0.58 nercont
descending crade easirax

1 ixilted

Failnr- o provide adscugte »rotaction
Tor nmnovedqens of tiack mobvor—car

That the Union acific Railroad Company
provice acedquate hlock—-girial or
train-ordor nrotection for tThe niove-
ment of “rack motor—cnrs on 1o 1'



T.TCRSTATE COMMERCE COMIISSION

INVESTIGATION 1iC. 3174

a

T THE MATTER OF MAKIIG ACCIDINLT INVESTIGATION RZPORIS
UIDER THE ACOIDENT REPORTS ACT CF 1Y 6, 1910.

Ul'ION PACIFIC RATLRCAD CGIRAllY

¥ay 27, 19/8

Accident near Zimball, Nedr,, on lMarch 25, 1048, causeC
b fal'ure t- Drovlde adenualte nroteccion o1 Tns
aovement ol o track movor-car,

1

REPCRT CF THE COMIIISIICH

PATTZRSON, Commissioner:

Cn March 25, 1948, ther: vng a rear-end colilision
Letueen a track rclor-car end a nassenger train on the
Union Pacitic Raliroad near Zimhall, I
in vhe death of one emploree.

ebr,, vhich resulted

1

Uncer authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Cone
17E k

merce Act the above-entitled pSroc22ding >
Connission to Commiscioner Pasterson for coacile
Cisposition,
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Location of acceicent and ilzthol of Ooresration

Thie acclicent occurred o1 thes nars of the Nebrasza
nd MNorth Pln

Divigion extendinr betucen Chercane, Wro., ar C
oD, 20b.4 miles, & douvle-trac: lias, over vhichi tralin
moving +ritly the cuz ent of tralfic ars operated by rlna

indi catvoas. The accident oczurret o1 tle erstrara maln
treck 62,33 miles cast of Cherenns and 2,82 alles west of
the slation at Kimball., From the ~est on the casvrarl
track tlhere arc, in succcgsion, a 0°29' curve to che rigl:
2,017 Z¢et in leapth and a tangent 2,837 f2ot to Tie poin
or accldent and 2,787 feet ~astwar?, The ~oade is 0,03

\

noerceens (esceaciny eagSard,
Thle carrier's riuler coverning the oneration of Srec:k
notor-cars reed i1 nart as Solloras
\ VT Y

co (I.). e 3k 3%

Cony of current time-todl-~, and the “ollor ing
cuopt 7 of signal ecvinnent et Le 01 each ore-~
LER oA % % %

%o %
Douhle Irack
DAYS w5 sk
& r=d Tlars
& fuscegs,
"ot less then
c€ torredoes,

15C0, TIrac: cers nust Be ¥ ¥ ¥ 13 charre of
emploves e ve Losn evaasiael and qunlitied as
tracii cor orerators.

o4 %

1501, Belovre oceuryine mair trac: il track
cers, emplotes in charce o thca musys, if poassible,
obtain inlforusition rom ororaior or Lrain dimateiler
in writing as .o Ttrain move~ente, Such information,
howaver, “oes ~ct ra2lieva emdlores “rom ohserving
the rules Tor rotection of trachk cars.


http://-T.ccid.ent

1504, Tirack cars nust be rul ith ca'tian at
all times and must never be used vien Lc d2 so
170uld inveolve riglr of ecccidoent.

S VR

The sneed shorn below must not ke exceeded

Porrer—promellied ONE—MilNl CAPSeer.esensssetl LaPel
* % o

Only insuleted track cars may be used vhere
there are track circuits.

The maximum authorized snz2d for th- train involved s
80 miles mer hour.

Dasgsecrintion of Accideatb

Tracit motor—car S:41-3CLl derarteld ea L35=-hound from Piae
BlufTe, "o., 19.53 milzs wecst of the point of accident,
about 8158 a. m., pasred Bushnell, She last open office, ©.48
milcs vest of the »oint ol ?Cﬂident, coout 9:15 a. m., and
wvhile moving on the e“s+“"“u nain treck at an unknown smeeC
it ws struck by o, 22 at a point 2.62 nmiles "rest of the
station at Kimball,

Q

No, 22, an east=bound first-cl.ss passenger traln,
consgisted of engine 817, ithree eXnress curs, tro ba-Tare
cars, 0.1e exXpress cor, one Douﬁwge ccr, U0 cooches, oac
dinirng car, one lounge cix and Tour °1Leping cars, in the
order namcd. This irain poesed Pine BIntfg at 9:106 a. n.,
31 nmiautcs late, passed Bushnell atv 9:25 &. m. 29 ninutes
late, anl vhile moving on the ecstrard maln treck ot an
estimated soced of 75 miles per hour it strucz motor-car
541-301,

Hotor—car S841-001 'rr s demolislind.

The employee :.illed was o track natrolman, who was the
solc occupant of tlic moter-car.

The teather wig clear at the Jine of the accldent, 1hich
occurred aobout 9:32 a, m.

According to data furaiched by the railrocad, motor—car
—-301 urs of the 4-rhecl Syre. It weighed 651 nounds, and
poucred by a asolinc motor,
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investigatinon disclosed that about 7:30 a. m., nﬁ@ut
nirutes neoior to the time the accideit occurred
digpatcher issued by telemione o the operator 2%

3luflfe 2 linc-up of trein mcvenents, vhich included tie

iafornatioa that Yo, 2L, an east-bounc fivst-class vagsen-er
in, vould nass Pine Bluffe on time. In accordance vith
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Natrolman nad bern 1qu-uwucd Yo rrocced Dy track
to Polter, 40,3 niles ezst of Piae Bluffs, to report
etor oz a rail-Cetecior car,

‘0. 22 was aonreacsiung “he point vhere the accident
the g2 g anout 80 miles ner our., Yo train corder
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resiricting the movenont of I'n, Z2 vith recsrect to the traca
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Sain a lootout Tor roving Ttweins, llotor-cares are

to mrevent actuntion of aritomatic block sicnals,

lor of the notor—cer vag last examlacd on the riles
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It is found that this acecident was caused by faillure %o
nrovice adecuate nrotection for the movement of a track molor- ‘
car,

Recommendation -

It is recommended that the Union Pacific Railroad Company
orovide adequate hlock-signal or train-order protection for
tie movement of traclk motor-cars on its line,

Datved at Washington, D. C.
day of liay, 1248.

this twenty-seventh

)

By the Commiscion, Commissioner Patterson.

2

(SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



