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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 2385
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE AGCIDENT
AT GREEN RIVER, WYO., ON

SEPTEMBER 11, 1950




Date:

Ralilroad:
Location:

Kind »f accident:

Eauipusrit involved:

Train numnber:

Engine numvcers:

Consiasta:

Cperaion:

Tracks:
Weather:
Time:
Casualtiens:

Cause:

- 2 — ' PReport No. 336%

SUMMARY

September 11, 19580

Union Pacific

Green River, Wyo,

Side collision

Yard encine with ¢ Fasrnencer tralin
passenser—equip-~

ment care and
vard ~ncine

3R
Dirgrl-rlectric . 826
ur.lt 1152
13 cars, Diesel- 1 14 cars
elretrdc unit
11192
Standinge > 20 r, n, h,

Timetalle, train orderes and automatic
block—-sicnal sys*tem

Doutle; 4°41' curve; level
ClouAy

11:22 p, m,

£1 Iinjured

Switehing movement foullne main

track immedilstely in front cf .

apnroaching trein
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INTERSTATE CCMMERCE COMMISSION

FEPORT NO. 3335

IN THE MATTER OF MAKIMG ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACOIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

UXICN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

November 14, 1980

Accident at Green Rivar, ¥wo., on Sentember 11, 1950,
caused by a swltzhinge movement fonling the maln
track Immediately in front of an aprroachin: train,.

1
REPORT OF TH® COMMISSION ‘

PATTERCON, Commigsioner:

. On Septembsr 11, 1980, there was a side collision
betwenn a switching movemsnt and a pacsenser train oan the
Unlon Pacific Railrosd at Green River, Wyo., whick rosultod
in the injury of 43 pasr-engcrs, 6 dininpg-car employees, 2
chalr-car attendants, ¢ emplcyvess of¥ duty, and 7 traln-
service employzes,

il -
Under authorlty of gsection 17 (2) of the Interstats Com-
nerce Act the above-csntitled proceeding was referred by the
. Commiscion to Commissione: Patterson for consid:ration and
aisposition,
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Location of Accident snd Method of Operation

This accldent occurred on that part of the Wysming
Divislon extending between Ozden, Utah, #nd Green River,
Wyo., 178,6 miles., This 1s 2 double-tract line, over which
trains moving with the current of traffic are operated by
timetable, train orders asnd an automatic hlock-gisnal system,
The main tracks from north to south are desilponated as west-
ward and eastward., At freen River thrse statlon tracks
parallel the eastward maln track on the south., These tracis
are desifnated from north to scuth, consecutively, as
station tracks Nos, 3, 4 and 5. At a point 2,233 feet wect
of the station sn auxiliary track diverpes from the eastward
main track, Statlon trooks Nos., 3 and 4 converge and Jjoir
the east end of the auxiliary track at a point approximately
1,526 feet west of the station, The accident. occurred withiln
vard limits on the turnout of the auxiliary track at a pnint
95,8 feet east of the point-of-switch and 75.9 feet west »f
the clearance point. From “he wegt on the eastward malan track
there ig a tancent 1,177 fest in lengtk, and then a couprcund
curve to the right, having a meximum curvature of &°13', 61
feet to the point of accident and 1,142 fe~t esstward, At the
point of accident the specified curvature 1s 4°41'. Tha -pvade
for east—=bound trains is level 1,065 feet to the point of
accideat,

Automatic signal BI1R2, poverning east-bound movoments
on the eastward main track, is located &,836 reet weat of
the point of accident. Tre signal 1s of the color-li-rht
tyve, 2nd displays three aspects. The uspect apnlicable
to thils lnvestication and the corrcsponding indicstion nnd
name are as follows:

Aspegt Indicstion Namg
Green. Proceed. Clesr sional.,

The shunt fouling circult of the suxiliary track extends 171.7
T'eet east of ths point-of-switch, The controlling clrcuilts

of signal B182 are so avrranged thet, wren any portion of the
shuat foullng circult of the auxiliary track is occunled,
signal 8152 indicates Ston.

This carrler's operating rules read in part as follows:
ENGINE WHISTLE SIGNALS

14,

3 3 4



The signals prescribed are lllustra
short sounds; "__" for longer sounds.

# # * ‘l'

ad
4+

o
*
<

SOUND INDICATION
* % W
(h}y o 0o Whern standing, back, * # #
ok W

03, Within yard limits the main track may be
uged, protceting acainst first-class trains,

* * K

?9. When a troin stops, ercept when clear of
the main track, the flagman must eo back lmmcdiacoly
with flerman's si-nals, & sufficlent distance to
ingcure full protection, % * #

* % %

09(A). In moving tn main track from sidinzs or other
track, 2 trainman nust be at rear of traln, and wrer»
rondltions require, protcectlon must b provided 1o
prescrited by Rule 99,

* %

Tn the viecinity of the polnt of occidznt the sperd for

the pnesearer traln involved was resiricted to 40 milen prr
bour,

vescription of Accident

Dieccl—electric yord engine 1182, handed west, pulled
a cut ol cars from stution track No, ¢ w-stward to the auviiriary
tr.ck., Thec cut of cars consirted of four 8leeplngcars, Hae

lounse car, one dining cav, tour coaches, two storags maill

cars and nne maoil car, in the order named. All crsrs wera of
all-sicel construction., The movement stopped about 11l:21 p. m.,'
on tr.¢ turnout of the auxiliosry track, with the froat cad of

thie ¢neine f'onlint the maln trock, Tmmedlately after tne

movement stopmed, Dirg-l-glectric yvard engine 1119 moved from
stetion track No, 4 ond 1t wes coupled to the most essterly

car of the cut of cars. Immediately afterward, about 11:22

Pe. ., -ngine 1102 wes struck by No, 28,

I
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No, 38, an esst-bound first-clsss passenger train,
consisted of engine 826, four baggage cars, two coaches, one
dinins car, one lounge car and six gleepingcars, 1in the order
named, All cars were of all-steel construction. This trala
departed from Ogden at 7:30 p. m.,, 20 minutes late, passed
Granser, the last open office, at 10:51 p, m., 30 minutes lste,
passed siegnal 8182, which indicated Proceed, and whille moving
at a speed of 30 miles per hovr it struck engine 1152.

Engine 1152 was moved esstward a distance of 128 feet,
The cab of the engine and the west vestibule of the flrst car
were demolished. The east truck of the fourth car, the wes
truck of the fifth car and the east truck of the seventh car
were derailed. Engine 1152 and the first car were considerably
damaged. The second to the elghth cars, ilnclusive, were
somewhat damaged. No. 38 stopped with the front end of the
engine 128 feet east of the point of accident., The engine,
the tender and the front truck of the first car were derailed
and stopped approximately in line with the eastward maln track.
All of the egulpment remsined upright. Engine 826 was badly
damaged, The first to the fifth cars, inclusive, and the
geventh to the fourteenth cars, lnclusive, were somewhat
damaged,

The engineer, the fireman and a brakeman of engine 1152,
and the engineer, the fireman and both brakemen of No., 33
were ianjured.

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accident,
which occurred about 11:22 p., m.

Digscusslon

As Diesel-electric yard engine 1152 with a cut of 13
cars approached the turnout of ths auxiliary track, the
engineer was looking toward the rear for signals from a
brakeman, The flreman was maintaining a lookout ahead. The
clearance point of the auxiliary track was not marked., The
fireman warned the englncer that the engine was closely
approaching the maln track. The englneer immediately initiated
an application of the brakes, and the movement stopped with
the front of the engine 7€ feert west of the clearance point of
the turnout. At that time one yard brakeman was on the last
car, the yard conductor was standing north of the ninth car
and the other yard brakeman was standing north of the fourth
car, When the movement stopped, the last car was west of the
swlitch at the entrance to track No. 3. Diesel-electric yard
engine 1119 then moved from station track No. 4 and was
coupled to the most easterly car of the cut of cars, It
was intended to switch the last four cars to another station
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traock., The fireran of encine 1192 warnad the enginesr thot
Nye 8 wes anproachine, The snglneer sounded the beck-np

a1 nal rn the pneurntic Yorn ~nd attemted to back the eiriue
clrar o the maln track. However, the anrle cock on the wa-t
end of %re ninth coar waa clocsed immedistely after the

m~vem st stopped, and the brckes of the rear four cors could
n~t be releaged, ’

Ag Yo, 28 apnreached the moint vhere tho accldeat
ocenrred the enzinemsn were maintailnine a 1o kont ake~d frouw
toelr resrective positions in the cab nf the enrine, and the
members of tle fraln crew were in variour locatinns throuciiout
the cars of tre ftrain. Tu>» bralen ol this train k«d bean
trsted and had functioned properd, waen us=d en route, The
heodl.ooht wis Vighted brivoaftlv, Sisnel 122 indicat=d Proc:ed,
and the indicetion wias cellcd bv the 2onvine~r and repeated by
tlhe I'lreman, e enxineer lpitinted a service applicauion of
the prokes, and releascd the apnlication -vhen the spead of
vhe troiln wes reduc=d to “0 iriles per lour. Tae ecngiaecr
¢21d the headlicrt of enrine 1102 wag dimmed, and he thonont
that trle engine was clcar of the main track. He was not
awar: betore the cnllicion cccurrsd trat enrine 1162 was
fouolion the mala track,

The dlstance between the cle~rance poiut of tho auxiilery
trck and the swifch at the entrance tc station track No, &
i1e 2,1C) feet., The overnll length of Dl-arl-~elzetric cnrliac
1122 and the cut of 15 cars was 1,070 fezt, None of the
memhers of the crew of on~ine 11E2 excent the encin~er and the
fircemrn was awvare that enyrine 11E2 wns fouling the main track
when the movement stopred. Apparently, No. 38 passed sismal
8182, which incélcat-d Froceed, tefore enagine 1182 occrupled
tie -hmnt fouling sacticn of the gsuxiliary track,

A11 nembsere of the crew of enrline 1152 understnod thet
vaenever engine 1152 foul ' d the main trock the rules requived
that proiection be providcd arcalnst overdue first-class trains
in accordance with Rules 93 and 99,

Savse
It is found that this accldent was caused by a switch-

ing moverment foullnr the maln track imn-diat<ly in front of .
n spnroaching traln,

Dated at Washington, D, C., th's fourts.nth
day of Hovemkbrr, 10FC,

By the Commission, Commissloncr Patterson.
( SEAL) W, P. BARTEL,

Secratary.



