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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of zccident:
Equioment involved:
Train number:
Engire number:
Consist:

£

Estimated speed:

Cneration:

Track:

Teatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Recommerdation:

- 2 _ Inv-3009

SUMMARY

Tennessee Central

August 2, 19406

Czone, Tenn.

Head-end collision

Track motor-car : Passenger train
r R

: 561

Motar—-car C-3&7 * 4 cars

12 n. p. h. : 30 m. p. n.
Tintetable and train orders

Sinnle; 6° curve; 0.5 percent
descending grade esstward

Clear
2:17 D. m.
1 killed; 1 injurea

Failure {c provide adequate pro-
tectinn for movenent of track
mosor-car

Tiat tiie Tenncssee Central Rallway
Company provide adequate train-
order or hlock-sigral protection
for tne movement of track motor-
cars on 1ts line



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMIZSSICN

IDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS

IN T EE MATTZR OF MAYVIUG C
ORTE ATT OF lAY 6, 1910.

JUDER THE ACCIDEN'T RE

F

TEINESSEE CEHTRAL RAILWAY COUPANY

L

Sentember 25, 1946.

Accident near Ozone, Tenn,, on sugvst 2, 1945, caused
ailure to provide adequat rov ion f the r -
failure to provid deduate provection for tne move

ment of a track motor-car.

1

RTPORT OF THE COILIISSION

PATTERSCY, Commissioner:

was a nead-end collision be-

- On August 2, 18948, there
e a vesaenger train cn tne
a r

tween a Trackx motor-car
Tennescee Centrsl Railtrar ne
in the deatn of one employee

o

1l
e, Tean., vhicr resulted
ne injury of cone employesc.

P
7 [ENaY
I )

crstate Com-
Tcrred by the
leration and-

luyncer autnority of section 17 (
merce Act tne above-cntitled nreocecling was r
Comaiseion to Jommissioner Patters
disnceiticn.
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Location of Accident and lletnod of Opecration

nis accident occurred on that part of the Eastern Division

,. extending between Nasnville and Harriman, Tenn., 165.4 miles, a
single-track line, over which trains are operated by timetable
and train orders. Thnere is no tlock system in use. The accident
occurred on tne main track at a point 144.37 miles east of Masn-
ville and 1.23 miles viest of the station at Ozore. Fronm tne
west tnere are, in succession, a 8% curve to the left 510 feet
in length, a tangent 214 feet, a 8° curve to the rignt 817 feet,
a tangent 83C feet and a 5° curve to tne left 500 feet to the
point of accident and 350 feet eastwerd. From thie east thnere
are, in svccession, a tangent 1,288 feet in lengtn, a 6° curve
to tne left 597 feet, 2 tangent 125 feet and the curve on wnich
the accident occurred. Tne grade is 0.5 percent descendin
eastward.

Instructions governing the operation of track motor-cars
read in part as follovws:

3. Keeping Clear Qf Trains: Before placing e

L)

¥ % ¥ motor car on main traok, person in charge

must, wnen practicavdle, get information from the

Dispatcher on train movements * % % but sucn in-

formation will not in any way relieve tne person

in chnarge from proverly protecting against all
ains.

Motor ¥ ¥ % cars snould ve clear of tne mailn
track ten minutes before passenger trains are due.
* % %  Curves, tunnels and other dangcrous places
snould be flagged wnen necessary end a constant
lookout snould be kept. * % #*

6. ©Soced of Cars: Motor % % % cars must not
: exceed fifteen (15) miles Her hour at any time,
: and nust be run slowly % ¥* % saround curves.

w

bd
£

Spvecial bulletin instructions dated llarch 30, 1244, and
acdressed to foremen and »atrolmen read in part = s Tfollowe:

Existing instructions to telegrapn onerators
provide tnat tney will furnisa you with written
line-ups. Operators will retain carovecn cowies
of same.
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Effective at once, when you receive a line-up
from an operator, over a '»mnone, you will put
the.line~up you receive in writlhg, as you re-
ceive 1%, and read same back to operator. Do -
not actept line-up until ybdu. dave read it back , .
to the operator and ne nas told you thaf [ou , .
have understood nim correctly. '

You will not entrust anybody ctiner than your-
self witn tne resnon81b111tw of obtaining 1in°—uos.

- LR I

The maximum autihoerized speed for oassenbe” trains is 40
miles per nour.

Descriptiocn of Accident

About 2:13 p m. traclk motor-car C-37 departed west-bound
from Ozons and about 4 minutes later it was struck by No. 2 at
a voint 1.23 miles west of tnat station.

Mo. 2, an east-bound firet-class passenger frain, consist-
ing of englne 551, one baggacre-mail csr, one paigege-expresse
car and two coaches, in the order naned, derarted from lNasnville
8t 8:50 a. m., on time, departed from Crabd Crchard, tne last
open office, 4.4 miles west of Ozone, at 2:10 p. m., 7 minutes
late, and 'nile moving at an estimated sneesd of 30 mlles per
nour 1t collided with track meoctor-car C-37.

Tre motor-car was moved eastward about S15 feet on the
front of tre engine of No. 2 to the point wnere fthe trein
stopped. The motor-car and the pilot of encine 551 were damaged,

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, wnich
occurred about 2:17 p. m.

Tne cmployee killed was a general roadmaster, and the em-
ployee injured was an assistant roaimaster. Tnese enployees
were occunants of tne motor-car.

According to dates furnisned by this.carrier, motor-car C-37
was of the 4-wheel, open deck, lignt inspcetion tyDe. It welghed
565 pounds, and waS powered by an 8-norsevnower gasoline motor.

Discussion .

The investigation disclosed that 1ﬂm¢diately prior to tne
accident a general roadmaster, a supcrvisor of bridges and
buildings and an assistant road1 8ter were making an inspccetion
trip westward from Harriman on motor-car C-37. Thney stopped at
Ozone about 2 p. m. To procure information relative to train




""ment of No. 60, and *hat ne inforred tn
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movements. ,Thne sudcervisor of bridges and brildings communicated
by te2lcpnonc witn the opcrator at .Crob Qrcheard, obout 4 miles
west of Ozone, and ob%eined informetion tnat llo. 80, an east-
bound freicrt train, ned not arrived ot Crab Orcuard, that tiis
Tra 1ﬁ woulc be deTH"QQ at Crab Orcﬂnﬁc chbovt o0 minutes perform-
ing station SW1+cnin5, anq nat Yo. 1, a west-vound passenger
trpin, and llo. 2, an east-bound pessenger train, would meet ot
Dorton, 11 miles weet of O e. After tney discussed tue line-
up a2t scme lengtn, thnere was sone qunstion as to whetner tne
supervisor of bﬂldaes and buildings 1ad properly understood tne
onerator at Crab Orciaard. Thnen the ass

istont roadmaster conmn-
municated by telennone with the operator at Crossville, 15.2
niles west cof Ozone, and ne understood the operator to say Tthat
llo. 2 was trien at Crossviile. Tne ovnerator at Crossville saild

ce to the movement of

ed relative to tne nove-
e a»81Suaﬂt roadmastar
thet No. 60 was then at Crosesville. NWo. 2 nad departed from
Crcssville at 1:48 p. m., & minut. 1lote, and nad received
conies of a train order at Crossville, vnich establisned Dorton
as the meeting 1l and No. 2. The sudsasrvisor

ar
triat ne was not questioned witn referen
o, 2, but thav informa u;o“ was request

19 ween No.
of brwdhvo and Drildings s2id 2e inforned ftre general roedmaster
tﬂoL No, 2 wes to mect ¥o. 1 at Dorton, bdut he assistsnt road-
aster seid ne understood the cucervisor to say tnat these

»

t“21us were To meet At Crossville. The goneral rcadmaster was
illaed in the accident. Thae information obtained ny these em-
ployees with refereace to train moveuents was not 1n writing,
mnd it w=s not repeated .to tne omerators from waom it was ob-
alned. The occupants of the mocor-car did not nave a corrcct
unﬁerkt_nﬂlﬂg of tne.loconticon of Mc. 2. No. 2 was due to leave
Ozone ot 2:12 », m. and Crab Orcnord, the first station weet,
et 2:0Z ». m. Tre noteor-crr danerted froa Czone about 2:13
p. m., on the time of Yo. 2, and wrs MOVINg on o QUrve £bout
1.23 niles west of 2zone at o speed of about 15 miles per nour
wnen Ttne assistant roacmaster sar tae engine of MNo. 2 sbout 1870
feet distant. He called a veraing to the other occup=nt of the
notor cor, thnen jumpeld just before the collision occurred.

As No. 2 was gpovnrcnoching the curve on wanicn the accident
occurred tne sveed wrs about 30 niles per nour, in complisnce
witn a speed restriction of 30 miles ver nour lOT trains moving
on tnis curve. Yo train order *L pwcLlnz tne movement of Yo.

2 witn resnect to motor- d. Tnae engipemen
wvere malnvelning ¢ loolkc ) tney znew of ine

ovement of tae motor-cnr wre when tle ow tne moiLor-car
aooul 150 feet disteant., The fireman cr rning to tno
engineer, wno immedistely uoved T ra \ +o emergency
position. Thne accident occur“ed L.Zore the specd of tﬂc 1'r-ain
wes neterially reduced. Thc Yrokece of thls train ned been tested
and ned functioned nroperly en route. Bocause of track curva-
ture and = nign embankment on the inside of the curve, the visw
of the poiant of accident from eitrer direction tvas restricted
to a distance of about 150 fect.

< o



In addition to the prescnt aceldent, during tac vast two
vyeare tne Commission hes investigeted ten collislons between
trains and 'motor-cers. These occidents resulted in the deatn
"of 21'persons ané the injury of 18, and were caused by fallure
to provide adequate nNrotection for the movement of treck motor-
cars. In the instent case, the members of the crew of No. 2
were not informed by trein order rs to tiie loction of the
. opoosing motor-cer, and no protection wvas provided for the
.motor-co.  If adequate trorin-order nrotection had been provided
"for tre movement of tne track notor-csr, this accident might
nave teen prevented. If proner bloel protection had been nro-
.vided, neltner the motor-crr nor ths opveosing traian would hnve
been peraitted to enter n block occuried by an opposing movement.

Cause
It is found tnnt this accident was caused by failure to
provlde r~dequate protection for the movement of a track motor-
car, '

Recommendaticn

It is rccommendcd tnat tne Tennees
pany provide adeduate train-orler or bl
for tne movement of %rack motor-c-:"7 on

Centrel Rallwoy Com-
~8 al protection
8

DPated at Washington, D. C., this twenty-fifth
day of Scpteaber, 19246,

By tne Commission, Commissloner Pat%erson.

W. P. BARTEL

Secretary.
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