INTERSTATE COMI'ERCE COMIITSSION
WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 3109
ST, LOUIS-SAN rRANCISCO RAILYWAY COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT SOONER, OKLA., OIf
JUNE 12, 1947




Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers.
Engine numbers:

Consists:

Estimated speeds:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:

Casualties:

- 2 -

SUILMARY

Inv-3109

St. Louis-San Francisco

June 12, 1947

Sooner, Okla.

Side collision

Freight

437

1288

Auxiliary water
car, 41 cars,
caboose

10 m. p. h,

Freight
Extra 1613 ZEast
16813

34 cars, capoose

10 m. p. h.

Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; 0.49 vercent
descending grade westward

Clear

3 injured

Cause: Inferior train occupying main track
onn time of opposing superior train

That the St. Louis-San Francisco
Railwar Commany install an adeocuate
block system on the line on which
accident occurred .

Recommendation:

~————
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IVTERSTATE COMIMERCE CO.IIISSION

IIIVESTIGATION NO. 3109

ER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVEST
HE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF IL

:D I—i
Fa

ST. LCUIS-SAI FRAWCISCO RAILWAY COMPATY

July 18, 1947

Accident at Sooner, Oxla., on cune 12, 1947, caused by
an inferior train occunying the mair track on
the time of an opnosing superior train,.

1
REPORT CF THE CONMIIISSICH

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On June 12, 1947, there wvas a side collicion etieen
tuvo freight trains or the St. Lovis-Sen rrancisco Reil-my
at Sooner Okla., whkich resulted in the injury of three

employees.

T ;
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interssote Con-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding ras referred dv the
Commiscion to CommissSioner Patierson for coasideration and

dismosgition,.
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This accideat occurred on thas parct of tle Couth-
estern Divisicn extendirg between Eost Yerd, Cilahoma 2. ty,
Okla., and Red River, Tex., 176.7 uiles, a single-track 1 .6,
over wnlch trains are operated by timetable and traln or.cls.
There is no Dlocxz system in use. &t Sooner, 28 ailegs -3t of
zost Yard, a s:ding 3,421 fect in lengtn parallels trhe oo’
Track on the nerth., The west switcelh of this sidcing s &, U
Teet -rest of the station-sizn., Tas eccident occurred av tie

fouling point of %the main track and the turnoutv of the vest
sldang-sivitcehn, at a peint 125 fect cast of tlhe switch, -roa
the cest there is a 1° curve to the left 2,827 foet in lentth,
anC then a tangeat 167 fect to the point of accident and Z,82°
fect vestvard. The grade is 0.49 percert descerding weslvard,

Opecrating rules read ia part as follows.

n
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The time apnlics at the awitch where an onLosing
train enters the siding; * * *

3

At
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17, The headli-ht will br disployed to thne froat
of every train by night, It aust be extinguished
vhen a train turns out to moet another Train and has
stopped clear of the main track, * ¥ ¥

.r
ki

35, The following si~nals will be used by flazucn:

# % %
ight signals A white 1ign%,
A red liglt,

Torpedocs
and fusecs.

73, Extra trains are inferior to regular trainao,

5-87. An inferior train aust kcep out of the way of
opposing superior trains and failing to clear the main
track by the time required by rule must be protectel as
prcscrivbed by Rule ©9.
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Extra trains must clear the time of opposing regular

frains not less than five minutes * * *

99, When a train stops under circumstances in which
it may be overtaken by another train, the flagmnan must go
back immediately with flagman's s*gnals a sufficient
digtance to insure full pxotect on, placing two torpedoes
on tre rail on the engineman's _Lde, 80 feet apart, and
when necessary, in addition, displaving lighted fusee,

® o %
The front of the train must be profected in the same
way when necsscary by trainman or fireman.

%%

3

&

FORiiS OF
TRAIN CORDERS

S-E.

Time Orders.

ale
£

*

e
A

(4) Yo 1 »un 1 hour late A %o G.

% %

afs

&

This makes the schedule time of the train named,
bctween the etations mentioned, as much later as
etated in the order, and any otier train recelving
the order is required to run with respeot to this
later time as before required to run with respect
to Tthe regular schedale time.

22,

e
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In this ferritory the maximum avthorized speeds arc 45
pi
ht trains.

hour for passenger traians and 35 niies per hour for ‘



|
~J

!
Ol
=
O
W

Description of Accident

Train order i'o. 843, addresseG& to No. 437 at East Yard
ané to Extra 1613 Zast at Cllckasha, 13,3 miles west of
Sooner, vas made complete at 10:16 p. m., aad read as follovs:
Yo, 437 Eng 1288 Run 2 Hours and 30 Mins Late Zast
Jard to Cement

Cement is 22 miles rest of Sooncr.

No. 437, & west-bound second-cleags Treizht train, con-
sted of enﬂw“e 1288, one auxiliiary water car, 41 cars and
a caboose. The crew of this train received copics of train
order i'o, €4Z at East Yard. No. 437 departed Irom cast Yard,
thie last oren office, at 10:30 p. m., 2 hours 30 minutes late,
nagsed the statlon—919n at Sooner about 11:46 p. m., anc vlTWe
moving at an esctimated speed of 10 miles per hour it struck the
trrenty-ninth car of Extra 1313 East at thc fouling point of tle
nein track and the turnout of the vest 51d1n”—SW1tCA atv Sooaner.

g . o inl
Extra 1813 Zasg

1 epast-bound freisht trrain, congisted
NS J

t, a
ol ergine 15813, 34 153d d tank cars and a caboose. <‘he crew
of this train received conles of train orler No. 842 at
Chickasha. Extra 1613 East departed from Chickasha, the loast
open orrice, at 11:15 p. m., and while it wes entering the
siding at Boouer and noerg 2t an estimeted speed orf 10 miles
per nour the twenty-rinth car was struck by No. 437.

The tweaty-ninth %o thirty-sccond cars, inclusive, of
Ex*ra 1613 E(st were overturancd o the .aorth and were badly
danred., The englae of lo. 437 stopped across the mein track
a1d at an angle of 45 degrecs to it and lcaned to the south
at an angle ol 45 degrees, withi thie front end 145 feet vest
of cihie »oint of accident. The auxiliary vater car and the

ront truck of the first car irere derailled. The front end
of the engine wes madly demaged.

Tne envineer, the fireman and the front brakeman of lo,
437 were injured.

The veather was clear at the time of the accident, vhich
occurred about 11:47 p. m.
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Digcussion

a4

The crew of each train held copies of train orcdér !
643, hich required lio. 457, a est-tound second-class tr
to run 2 hours 30 m_nutes late on its schedule from East
to Cement. Extra 1613 East war inlerior to We. 437 and,
the rules, was requiired to bz into cleor orn the siding at
Sooner not later tlan 11:40 p, m., if it proceeded to thet
station to meet lo. 437, or vo provide flag »nrotection. About
11:47 p, m., wrilec Extra 1613 East ras cntering the siding at
Sooner at the vest gwitcel, the tireaty-ninth car of this train
was struck by llo. 437 at *he fouling point of the nmain track
and the vest switch,

As Ilo. 437 was approacning Sooner and moving on a 1°
curve to the left, the headlight -ras lighted brightly, the
speed was about 55 miles per nour and the enginemen verc main-
taining a lookout ahead. The froat brakeman vas in the brake-
man's booth on the tender, and the conductor and the Il rman
were in the caboose. Brake-pipe precessure of 80 pouncs ng
being maintainod The first that any of these em.,loyecs kaew
of anything beling wrong was wihen the Tireman saw & lightcd
red fusce being QLUplayna from a point about 2,000 fcet cast
of tl.c west siding—swiuch. He immeliately rarned the cengineer,
vho made a scrvice brake-pinc reduction, then moved the bratc
valve o emcrgency position. 1o. 437 uas moving at an csti-
mated snmeed of 10 nilcs per hour when tle collision occurrcc.
The bralzes of No. 437 hac¢ Tcen tecsted and had functioned
propcerly en route.

Extra 1613 BEast departed rrom Chiclacgha, 13.3 n
west of Sooner, at 11:1% p, m. There ic no 31din“ ks
Chickasha and Sooner. <re crew of this train uaderst
17 thelr train procreded to Sooner for ilo. 427 it vas
to enter the siding at the w~gt suiten and To be clear
main track not 1ater than 11:40 p. m., and that, if their
train was not clear of the main tireck at the recuired tine,

Tlag nrotection was reavired tc be furnisred a sufficlent
distance east of the west siding-stitch for I'o. 437 to Dbe
stopped srort of the clearaace pnoint., All mcnbers of the crew,
excent the fireman, said that, “efore their trala departced
Trom Chickasha, tney Tere confident thet sufficicnt tine
remained for their train to prroceed to Soaner and to de 1nTo
clear not later than 11:40 p. m. The fireman said that he
inlformed the engineer that the time interval vas not sufficien’c.
Extra 1613 East stopped in the vicinity of the west siding-
sritch at Sroner apout 11:42 p, m. Tne front brakeman lined
the switch for entry %o the siding, moved tlie derail to non-
derailing position, then boarded the pilot step on the right
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side of the engiane. As Ertra 1617 Bast vas entering tne sid;ng
n

he sev Ho. 437 appnroaching in the vicialty of the east sidinz-
stitch, about 3,400 feev cdistant, and zave stop gignals it
a lighted red fusee. Mo. 437 passed nis engine at a sneed o

avout 25 mlles per hovr at a point about £,000 fect east of
the vest switch. The encineer of Ixtra 1613 East sald tint

after the brakeman started to give Qtop signals to 'c. <07 he
placed tiie headligiit svitch 1n position for dimmed illumli:is-—
tion. The fireman of No. 437 said that the headlwmbt on itie

-

ensine of Extra 1513 Zast vas not lighted at any time after

his train had reached a point where ke could have seen tne
headll~nt of an opnosing train, and tine first indicatlion e

hed. of the onvosing train as vhen he sav the lignted fusoe

at a distance of about 2,000 Tect, The enmineer of o. 17
sald that vhen his engine recacied a point where ne coulc gee

the enzine of Extra 1813 Eest the headlight of that Train ras
nov lichted. The conductor and the flagman of Extra 1310 Hast
vere in the caboose and when Tthey became awvare that thelr

train wovlc not be into c“c » on “he siding at the requircd
time and that No., 437 was appreoaciing, thre conductor dls-
played a lighted fusee from the ri~ht windou of the cunolsa.

The engineer of Extra 1313 Zast sald that he did not arracge

to plov¢de flag nrotection against Wo. 437 pricr to 11:40 ». .,
as e thought his train "ould be into clear on the siding not
later than 11:45 p, m.

~

9]

In this territory trains are operated Dy timeteble oo
train orders only. If an adequatc block system had been =
use, Jo. 437 vould have received definite information that the
main track was occuplied.

Cause
It ieg foundéd that this acecident was caused Dy an inforior
train occupylng the main track on the time of an opposing
superior train,.
Recommendation

It is rccommenéed trat the St. Louis-San Fraancisco
Railway Commany install an adequate block system on the line
on vhich this accicent occurred,

Dated at Washington, 2. C., this cighte-nth
day of July, 1947,

By the Commission, Commigeioncr Pattcrson.

( SEAL) *J. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



