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SUMMARY

St. Loule Southwegstern

July 17, 1942

b

Malden, Mo.

Inv-2602

Rear-end collision and wreckage struck by
train moving on adlacent treack

st. L. 8. wW. = M. P.
frelght freight

Extra 776

Extra 1438

South Southn
(ards 1 1438
110 cars, ¢ 83 cars,
caboose caboose
Etanding : 15 m. p. h.

Timetable and train orders;

level
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31 injured

: St. L. 8. W.
passenger

6

+ 664

5 cars

: 12-15 m. p. h.

vard limits

First sccident csosused by fallure properly
to control speed of following train moving

within yard 1limits,

and sceond sccident
caused by failure properly to control
speed of train moving on siding and by

failure to protcct tnird trein from wreckage
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INYTRSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVEQTIGATION NO. 2602

IN THE MATTER OF MAKTING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE AUCI’:hT REPORTS ACT OF UAY &, 19lo.
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ST. LOUIS SOUTEWESTIAN RAILWAY COMPANY

Avguct 23, 1942,

Firet cceident near %aldcn, Mo., on July 17, 1942, coused
hy faeilure wroperly to control spced of following
Prairn meving within yard limite, and recond accident
couced by failure properly to controi cpeed of train
moving on giding and by {-ilure to prctect third
trailu from wrcckage.

7
REFORT OF THZ COMIZISSION

PATTERSCI", Commigsioner:

On July 17, 1842, tnerc was 2 reer-znd collision between
a Bt. Louls Soutrwectern Reilwey freigns trein and a Missouri
Pacific Railroad freignt train ond the wr-ckoze was struck by
a 5t. Louls Soutnwcetern Reilwny pagesszer troin on the line
of tne latter-mentioned cerricr ncar Maldﬂn Ho., which rc-
sulted in tne injury of 24 presengers, 1 rﬂllway—mail clerk,
1 Pullmen emvloyee and 5 troin-ccrvice cmployees.

lUnder authority of cection 17 (2) of the Intercstate Com-
merce Act the sbove-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commiscion to Commigsioner Patterson for consideration and
digposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Opsesration

Trains of the Missouri Pacific Railroad, nereinafter re-
ferred to as the M. P., are operated over the St. Louis Souti-
western Rallway, hereinafter referred to as the St. L. S. W.,
between Illmo, Fo., and Paragould, Ark., a distance of 110.12
miles. This a001dent occurred on that part of thne Northern
Division designated as the Illmo Subdivision and extending be-
tween Illmo, Mo., and Jonecsboro, Ark., a distancec of 131.3%2
miles. In tne vicinity of the point of accident this is a
single-track line over which trains are operated by timetable
and train orders. Thcre ig no block system in use. Eetweon
Nortn Malden and Malden a siding 18,343 feet in length parallels
the main track on tne cast and 1ts south switen is located 209
feel north of the staftion 2% Maldeﬂ. Thne first accident occurrcd
on the main frack within yard 1imite at a point 5,226 feet rorth
of the station at Malden and 15,909 feet soutn of thc north
yard-limit sign at lMNortn Malden. The szcond accident occurred
on tane slding at a point 4,263 fcet nortn of the station at
Malder. Thc north switch of a facing-point crossover for soutn-
bound movements from the main track to tne eiding and thence
to yard track No. 1 1s locoted 577 feet nortaz of tne south
siding-switchi. As the point of the first accident 1s epproached
from tine nortn the track is Sengentv several niles and taen tnere
is 2 29 curve to the left 851.5 fect %o the point of the first
accident and 1,198.2 feet beyond. As trne polint of the second
accident is approached from tne southn on the s;d%ng tahere 1s a

nngelt 1,987.7 feet, wnich iz followed by thc curve to the
rignt 935 2 feet to tno point wnerec this coldent occurred. In
tnis vicinity the grade is practically lpvel

Opereting rules read in part as follows:

ko]

L

Restricted Speed.- Proceed prepnared to stop
srort of train, obstruction, or dnyuuln? thiat may
require the speed of a train or cngine to be reduced.

LR
93, W% %

) Witain yard limits the main track may be used
without protecting against sccond and inferior
class, extra trains and engines

Second and inferior class, extra trains and
engines must move withir yard limits at restricted
speed.

102, When a trein i1s disapled or stopped suddenly
by an cemergency application of the air brake, or
otner causes, adjacent tracks * * * tnat are "liable
to be obstructed, must at once be protected until
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1t is ascertained they are egofe and clesr for
tre movement of trains.
105. Treaine or engines veing o siding or yard
track must proceed at rcstricted specd.
% * %
Tne maxinum cuthorized speed for freight treoins in the '

territory involved 1s 45 mil-s per hour.

Y

. Desgeription of Accident

-

Lxtra 776 South, a soutn-bound St. L. S. W. frelgnt treoin,
coneisted of engine 776, 1 lo~ded car, 109 empty carc ond a
cebooge. Tnls train departed from Illmo, 64.41 milcs nortn of
Malden, at 9 p. m., July 16, sccording to tihc dlsgpatcher's
record of movernent of trains. At Dexter Jet., 17.5 miles norin
of Malden, the crew received a clearance card and 0““1c: of
train order FNo. 185, Form 19, wnich read in part as follnwa:

p

Three Extras 776-1438 ond 1319 Scuth
nave rignt over ® ¥* % No ¢ Ing 664 * % %

Dexter Jet., to lio. 1 track loldgn % % *

Extro 776 departed from Dextzr Jet. at 12:14 =. n., poesed
Bernle, 8.19 wilcs nortn of ¥-ilden nnd tue l-st opcn office, at
12: 35 2. m., and stopped on the main trock at ¥alden at 12:52
&. M., witn the caboose at-nding 15,802 feet scutn of tne nortn

1 . ]
yord-1inlt clegn. Abcut 3 minulcs leter the rear end cf thnils

>

ftrain woo etruck by Extra 1433 Scuth.

Extra 1438 Soutn, a south-bcund M. P. freight train, con-
sisted or engin» l”ﬂS, 1 cuxiliecry water car, 19 loaded nnd 63
empty crrs dnd a caboose. Tnia trein devarted from Illmo ot
9:05 p. m., July 16, according to the dlepetener's record cf
movenent of treins At Dexter Ject. the crew recelved n clearance
card cnd coples of train crder N-o. 185, Forn 19, previosusly
quoted. It departed from Dexter Jet. ot 12:22 a. n., porgeed
Bernie at 12:43 a. m., passed the north yord-linit sign ~t North
Malden and while moving at an cstinmeted speced of 15 nilcs per
heur it collided witn the rear end of Extre 778 Scuth.

No, 6, a ncrtn-bound first-class St. L. S. W. passonger
trein, conelsted of engine 664, one haggage cer, cnc mall-
express car, c¢ne coach, one club cear, and cne Pullmen sleeping
car, in tne corder named. Tne f-urtan car was of ctecel-underiram
censtructicn ~nd tae remainder were 21 2l l—ﬂte 1 co nctr‘ucuon.i
Tnis train departed fronm Joncebors, 6¢.91 miles soutn of lMalde

at 10:23 p. mu July 16, accnrding tn the dispatcner'c record of
movement cf trains, 13 minutes late. At Mnlden tne crew re-
ceived a clearsnce card and crwies of two train orders, of which
one was train order N-, 188, previoucly quoted. No. € devarted
frem Malden at 12:84 ». m., 14 minvtce 1ate, entered the siding
tnrecugn tne southn 1d1n6-ﬁw1th rnd wnile moving at n egtinoted
speed of 12 to 15 miles per nou“ it gtruck tne wrecka“e of Ertra
776 and Extra 1438 wnicn fouled tne elding ot » point 4,757 feet
nortn of the soutn siding-ewitcn.
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The brekes of Extra 1438 and of No. 6 nad been tested and
tney functioned properly. Tnere was no condition of the engine
of either train that distracted tne attention of the resgpective
crews or obscured their vision.

The caboose of Extra 776 Soutn fouled the siding and was
badly damaged. Tne rear four cars were derailed and stopped,
badly dawaged, st various angles to the tracks. Tne fiftn car
from tne rear wae derailed and stopped, conglderably damaged,
uerignt and in line witn tre treck. Engine 1438, of Extra 1438
Soutn, was tadly domaged and stopped at a point 260 feet soutn
of tac rolnt of collision, witn the front end of tne enginc
near tnc cinter-line of tue siding. Toe tcender was derail:cd,
remainea ccupled to the engine and StODObd uorignt at an ah““
of 45 degrees to tng main *r on. The auxiliary water car znd
tne second car were derailcd ond congiderably dameged. Tnc fr
truck of tne third cer was deralled. Engine 664, of No. 6, was
derailed and stopped, sligntly demeged, uprignt and parallel t
the siding.

™0 O

cr

It was clear at thne
about 12:55 and 12:59 Aa. r«

iumc of these accidents, wnicn occurrced

A
=

The traln-servicc employeces injured vere the fireman, th
conductor, the braksman and tac exprecs-naggageman of No., 6 a
tne conductor of Extra 775 Sfoutn.

2
né

Discuvecsion

Tne rules governing opceration within yard 1imits on the
line involved provide that trains may use the main track but
must protect agasingt firsgt-class train and that sccond-cless,
inferior clags and extrs trains and englncs must move at re-
stricted spccd. Traine or engines using a eiding must move at

cstricted speed, wnichkr requires tnat a train or engine must
move under couqﬁcl and be prepared to ctop encrt of ¢ train or
obstruction, or onything thot nmay require tne speced of a train
or engine to be reduced. Under conditiong vnere tnere is deanger
of obstructing odjrcont tr”Cﬁh, suen tracits nust be protected
All the employses involved understoocd these requirements.

5

At 12:52 =z, nm. Extra 776 Stutn stopped on tne main track
witn the cngine imncdiat~1y noreth of the crossover switcn of
yord track Ne. 1, and vith tne cabooge standinzg at a peint
15,900 fect soustn of thc norta yard-1limit sign. About 3 minutce
e tnr tne resr end of this tr-in was ctruck by Extra 1438 Souta.
No. 6 departed from Malden at 12:54 »~. m. ~nd about 5 minutcs
later, wnile neving orn the siding, 1t struck tae wreckage cf
Extra 776 £né Txtr: 1438 wnicn cbetructed the siding. Under the
rules, tnc speea of Extra 1435 cnd of N~, 6 wag redquired tec be
so controlled tnat cach troin c-uld be stopped short of o train
or obstruction.

As Extra 1438 wos sppreacainge the nortn yard-1iinmit sign the
neadlignt was lignted brightly, tne enginemen wers maintainiog

a lookout anead and the speed wos about 45 milcs per nour. As
tne engine pessged the yard-limit sign, tne engincer moved the
throttle to drifting positica and m~<c a 15-pound brake-pipe
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rcduction. At a point sbout 2,300 feet south of the yard-lirit
cign the speed wes reluced %o abovwt 10 milcs per nour and the
engineer releascd the Lrokes. At A point about 3,500 feet north
¢ the point wnere tune accident occurred, the speed nhad increased
to about 20 miles psr hour snd the engineer made a light service
brrke-plpe reducticn and then reclesssd tiic brekee. At a point
avbout 700 feet nortn of the voint where the accident occurred,
the speed waes about 20 miles per nour wnen tne fireman saw thne
cabooce of tne preceding trein. He called a warnlng tc the
engineer, wo moved thne brake valve to emergency position, but
tne dictance was not cufficient for the train to stop saort cof
Extra 778, The conductor and the flagman of Extra 776 were in
tnelir caveoege when they becenme aware of trne impending accidzent.
Tne flagrnea ran tcwerd tne approaching treoin and gave ctop siz-
nels witn - lichted wnite lzntern, but ne was unable to prevent
tne accicdent., Tnc encineer cf tne following train said tnat ne
migJudeed tne loceticon of the rear end ¢f the precedins train.,

There wer: five empleyecs ot the point where the first acci-
dent occurred but ncne cf them attempted to prevent No. 6 fron
gtrikinge tnn wraeckese until a few seconds before the secend
accident occurrcd, alticurn tney nad epproximstely 4 minutcc in
wniecin to provid. protecticn. As Ne. € was apprcacning tne polrt
wnere the accldent occurrel, tine nepdlicnt was lignted brigntly,
trie cngincmer were majrboining o lockout anead and tac specd
wag about 12 or 15 milce por hour. The engineer first saw the
wreckage whaen nis engirne wag adout 100 feet from it and ne inmuc-
diately moved the breke valve th cmergency position, but the
distance wee not sufficient for nie train to stop short of tne
obsTruction.

If tne speed of Extra 1438 -nd of No. © :od becen so con-
trolled thot eacn troin could be stopped ernort of a train or

ocostruction, as required by the rulesg, botun of tnese ~ceidents
vould nave becen nverted.

-
Cauege

It is Tound tnet the firest cccident was caused by Teilure
properly to control tne speel of tne following train moving
witnin yard linits, and the asccond eccident wae caused by feilure
properly to contrel the gpeed of a train moving on a sidiny and
by feillure to proteet taird train from the wreckoage.

Dated ot Wasnington, D. C., this twenty-eigntn
day of August, 1942. '

By tre Commigsion, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,
Secretary.



