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Railroad:
Date:
Location:
Kind
Trains involved:
Trein numbers:

Engine numbers:

Congists:

Estimated speeds:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

. of accident:
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SUMILARY

St. Louis Southwestern
August 23, 1947
Saline, Ark,

Rear—end collision

Frelght : Passenger
Extra 763 North 2

783 T 679

20 cars, caboose : 6 cars
Standing : 5m. ». h,

Signal indicatlons

Single; tangent; 0,03 percent
descending grade northward

Clear

2:15 a. m.

1 killed; © injured

Failure properly to control speecd

of follouing treain moving on
siding



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3124

I7" THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDEI'T IWVESTIGATION REPORTS
UN'DZR THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT COF MAY 6, 1910.

ST. LOUIS SOUTHWESTERN RATILWAY COPANY

.Sentember 23, 1947

Accident at Saline, Ar':., on August 23, 1947, caused by
fallure properly to control the speed of the
following train moving on a siding.

1
REPORT Or THE COMMISSICH

PATTERSOK, Commissioner:

On august 23, 1947, there was a rear—ead collision
between a Treight train and a passenger train on the St.
Louis Southwegtern Rzilway at Saline, Ark., which resulted
in the death of one employee, and the injury of four
passengers and two emplovees. -

1
Under suthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
\,. merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Cormission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
Gigposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

Thie accilent occurred on that part of the Worthern
Division extending between Texarkana Yard, Tex., and Pine
Bluff Shops, Ark., 182.43 miles. In the vicinity of the
point of accident this is a single-track line, over which
trains are operated by signal indications. &t Saline,
122,09 miles north of Texerkana Yard, a siding 1.4 miles
in length parallels the main track on the east. The south
siten of this siding is 3,367 feet south of the station
sign. Entry to the siding at the south switch is made
througih a lo. 16 turnout. The accident occurrzd on the
sicding at a point 4,473 feet north of the south switch,
The main track is tangent throughout a distance of £.02
miles immediately souvth of the point of accident an’” 2.56
miles northvard. From the south siding-switch to tae point
of accldent, the gredient on the siding varies from 0.03
to 0.30 percent descending for nhorth-bound trains, and it
is 0.03 pcrcent at the point of accident.

Semi-avtomatic siznal 112R, ~overning north-bound
movements entcring the turnout of the south siding-switch,
is 47 feet south of the switch. The involved aspect and
corresponding indicatinon and name of this signal are -s
follous:

Aspect Indication Vane
Red~over- PROCEZD VIAa DIVERGING ROUTE APPROACH
Yellow AT RESTRICTED SPEZD % % ¥ RESTRICTILG
SIGLAL

Signal 112R and the south siding-switch are controlled by a
centralized-traflic-control machine at Pine Blufl Shons,
30.34 niles north of Saline.

This carrier's opcrating rules read in nart as follous:

DEFINITIONB.,

Restricted Snead.--A speed thot will permit stopning
short of another train or an obstruction, but not
exceeding 15 miles per hour.

% SF 3%

17. The headlight will bhe displaved to the front
ol every train by night, ¥ * %
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It must be dimmed:

¥ 3

*

e

LR

%

(c) Approaching * * * meeting points *

% %
19. The following signals will be displayed to

the rear of every train, as markers, to indicate
ne rear of the train:

Rear of train by night vhen clear of main track,

Lights * ¥ % ghowing green to the
front, side and to rear.

TRR e

105. Trains or engines using a e¢iding or yard
track must proceed at restricted speed.

* % o

Degcrintion of Accicent

Extra 763 Jorth, a north-bound frecight train, consisting
of engine 763, 20 cars and a caboose, entared the siding at
Saline to meet No. 1, a south-bound Tirst-class train, and
stopped into clear about 2:05 a. m,, with the rear ead
standing 4,478 Tect north ol the south-siding switch. About

i~

10 minutes later the rear end vas struck by Lo. Z.

Ho. 2, a north-bound first-cless passenger traia, con-
sisted of engine 679, one mail-express car, one baggage Car,
two coaches and tvo sleeping cars, in the orcder named. The
fourth car was of steel-underframe construction, and the
remainder of the cars vere of all-steel coastruction. This
train departed from Fordyce, the last open office, 10.54
niles south of Saline, at 2:04 a, m,, 11 minutes late, p&ssed
signal 112R, which displayed proceed-via-diverging-route-at
restricted~speed, entered the south siding-switch at Saline
to meet No. 1, and while moving on the siding at an estimated
speed of 5 miles per hour it struck Extra 763 ilorth,.

The caboose, the rear car of Extra 733 Jorth, thc eagine-
truck vheels and the llos. 1 and 2 driving wheels of the engine
of No. 2 were derailed. The caboose of Extra 763 Uorth was
badly damaged., The frort <id of the cngine of llo. 2 was
eonsidern™T Aamen 2,
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Tre sving brakeman of Extra 763 North rras killed.
Tiie conductor of ZIxtra 733 Worstl. and the vaggageman of
No, 2 wvere injured.

The gather 25 clear at the time ol the accident,
thicly occurred at 2:15 a, m.

Ciscussion

ma

"he gouth siding-switech at Saline wvas lined for Zxtra
763 Torth.anu "o, 2 to eater the sidiug vo meet No. 1, and
The controlling signals vere digplayving proper indications
for the 2 rovcment Extra 7063 North stonped on the Oiding
cbout £2:05 a, m., with its rear end ﬂ,4r8 Tcet north of the

1

R,
£ T - - -
sonth ELulHt*S iteh. It tas struck by No. 2 at 2:15 a. n,

4g Lo, 2 Trag approaciing 51tr37 112R, in the immedlcte
vicinlty of the south siding-siitch at Seline, the speed
ras avout 12 miles per hour The engineman "ele maintaining

T ur.
a loolzou®t chead. Siznal 1312R displayesd proceced-via- 01vcvm“nb—
rotte-at- reotrlctfd—aﬁced and tl.e route was lined Tor Lo, 2
to e“uor the siding. ¢thﬁ ras no conditicn orf the esnzine
vnicn Gistracted the attenticon of the englnelen or osscurcd
thielr vier of The track aheacd. Soon after the engine eantered
the sicing the engsineer savrr the reflection of the dimly 1lizhted
neallipht of the engine of No. 1, vhicn vas movin~ on the
acin Ttrack, and he placed the headlight svifch of his cngine
in dim DOul ion. Immediately after the engine of No. L

pagsed the encine of Mo. 2, the engincer of Fo. 2 placed the
headlight switch an bricht »nosition, then he end the firenan
car the caboose of the preceding train ebout €0 fect distant.
AT thav time the specd of Ho. 2 was about 8 miles per hour,
and the engincer nmoved the brake valve to emcrgency position,
but the collision occurred belfore the train could be stopped.
The air brakes had Tunctioned prx ooerly at all pecints “here
uged en route, Undcer the rules, Jo. 2 was recquircd %o be

4+

U2

oncrated vrepareda to stop shox ot of a train or an obstruction
vhile it wos moving on the si<ing. The engiaemen sald the
rcflection of the headlight of Wo, 1 affected thelr vision

to The extent that they did not sec the preceding train soon
enouch to nrevent the collision.

s

-

I
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Cause
It 1s found that this accident was causcd by failure
properly to control the speed of the following train moving
on o gidiag,

Dated at Weshington, D. C,; this twenty-third
cay of Sentember, 1947,

By the Commission, Commissioner Paticrson.

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Sccretary.



