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SUMITARY

St. Louls Southwestern
January 6, 1946
Garland City, Ark.

Eegd~end collision

Passenger Freight

5 : Second 24

673 r 774

7 cars : 20 cars, caboose
25 m. p. n. : 10 m. ». n.

Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; 0.23 percent
ascending grade southward

Cloudy
4:35 p. m.
20 injured

Inferior train occupying main
track on time of opposing
superior train

That the St. Louis Southwestern
Railway Company install an ade-
quate block system on the line
on wnicn this 2ccident occurred
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

e

INVESTIGATION KO. 296%5

IN th MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

ST. LOUIS SOUTHWESTER! RAILWAY COMPANY

Tetruary 28, 1846.

Accident near Garland City, Ark., on January 6, 1946,
caused by an inferior train occunylng tne main
track or the time of an oprosing suvnerior train.

1
REPORT OF THE COMISSICI

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On January &, 1946, there was a head-enc colllsion
between a passenger train, and a freignt train on the
St. Louls Soutnwestern Railwey nsar Garland City, Ark.,
wnicn resulted in tne injury of 13 passengers, 1 person
carried under contract, 3 dining-car empTOfees 1 train
porter and 2 train-service emplo;ees.

lUnder authority of sectlon 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Pine Bluff Snops, Ark,:

2459 ma,
Scuth Pine 3luff
126,37 m.,
Lewisville
Le20 ma,
Spirit Lake
2,77 mi.
Point of acecident
0,98 m:,
Garland City
12,56 md.
Genoa, Ark.
8.96 mi.
Texarkana Yard, TeX.
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St. Louis Southwestern Railway
January 6, 1946

1nv,

Garland City, Arks
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Location of Accident and Method of Overation

Tnis acecident occurred on that part of the Nortnern Divi-
sion extending between Pine Bluff Snops, Ark., and Texsrkana
Yard, Tex., 152.43 miles. 1In the vicinity of the point of
accident this is a single~track llne, over waich trains are
operated by timetable and train orders. There is no block
system in use. Tne accident cccurred on the main track 129.93
miles south of Pine Bluff Shovs, at a point C.98 mile north of
tne station at Garland City. From the nortn there is a tangent
about 1 mile to the point of accldent and 145 feet southward.
Trom tne soutn tnere are, in succession, a tangernt 4,007 feet
in length, a 4°05' curve to the left 1,435 feet and the tangent
on wnicn the accldent occurred. The grade 1s Q.22 percent
ascending soutnward.

Nperating rules read in part as follows:

s ¥ ow W

~ .

‘The time applics at the switcn where an

opposing train enters the siding; * % %

b
3

L%

b4

5~72. Trains of the first class are supcrior
to those of the second; # * ¥ :

%o

$-87. An inferior traln must keep out of %tne
way oIl opposing superior trains and failing to
clear tne main track by tne time required by rule
must be protected as prescribed by Rule 99.

oW %

S-89. At meetlng points, the inferior train
must take tne siding and clcar the time of the
superior traln not less than five minutes, * % %

¥ % o

99. When a train stops under clrcumstances
In wnicn 1t may be overtaken by andther train,
the flagman must go back immediately with flag-
man's signals a sufficient distance to insure
full oprotection, placing two torpedoes, and when
necessary, in addition, disnlaying lighted fusees.

W S
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Tne front of the train must be protected 1in
tne same way when necessary by the forward trein-
man or fireman. '

L

The maximumn authorized speed for nassenger trains is 60
miles per hour and for freight treins, £0 mlles per hour.

Cescription of Accident

No. 5, a south-bound first-class passenger train, consisted
of engine 678, two basgage cars, tnree coaches, one dining car
and one Pullman sleeping car, in the order named, The second
and tne fourtn cars were of gteel-underframe construction, and
tne remainder were of all-steel construction. This train de-
parted from Lewlsville, the las® open office, 7.95 miles north
of Garlend City, at 4.25 p. m., on time, passed Spirit Lake,
3.75 miles nortn of Garland City, about 4:32 p. m., 1 minute
late, and wnile moving at an estimated speed of 25 mlles ver
ncur 1t collided with Second 24 at a point 0.98 mile nortn of
Gaerland City.

Second 24, a nortn-bound second-class freight train, con-
sisting of engine 774, 20 cars and a caboose, pas ed Cenoa, tne
last open office, 12.56 miles south of Garland City, at 4:15
p. m., 5 hours late, passed CGarlernd City about 4:31 p. m., 4
nours 53 minutes late, and vhile moving at en cstimated speed
of 10 milses per hour it ecollided vith No. 5.

The engines of both trairs, the first two cars of Nec. 5
and the first three cars of Zecond 24 were deralled and damaged.

The weather was cloudy st the time of the accident, wiich
occurred ahout 4:35 »n. m.

The cngineesr and the conductor of No. 5 were injured.

Discussion

Tne rules governing operation on this line provide tnat an
Inferior train must kXeep out of the wey of opposing superior ’
trains, and inferior trains must clesr the tiwe of opposing
regular trains not less than & minutes. If an inferior trailn
falls to clear tne time of an opposing sunerior traln, flag
protection must be provided.

No. 5, a soutn-bound i class trnin, was due to leave
Spirit Lake, &.75 miles nortn f Gerlond City, at 4:31 p. m.,
and Garland City at 4:38 p. m. Thcre is o Sldin” at eacn of
these stations. Second 24, a northn-bound second-class train,
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was inferior to No. 5, and, under the rules, was required to be
into clear at Spirit Lake not later taan 4: 26 p. m., if it pro-
ceeded to that station for No. 5. Second 24 passed Garland
City about 4:31 p. m., and, about 4:35 p. m., when 1t was 0.98
mile nortn of Garland City, it collided witn I'c. 5.

As No. 5 was apnroacning tne point wnere thne accident
occurred the speed was about 50 miles ver hour, and the engine-
men were maintaining a lookout anead. No train order restrict-
ing the autnority of T\o. 5 to proceed with rcspcect to Second 24
nad been issued. The Tirst the enginemen were aware of anything
belng wrong was wnen tne enginecr saw the engine of the approach-
ing train as 1t was moving on the curve a fer hundred feet
distant. Then he moved tne brake valve to emergency position,
Tne speed of No. 5 »asg sbout 25 miles per nour when the collision
occurred.

The members of the crew of Second 24 had compared time,
and there was a varistion of only a feow seconds in thelr wa tcnes.
These employees undersqood that their train wes inferior to No.
5, and tnat thelr train was required tc clear tne time of No. 5
not less thian 5 minutes. Hovever, Sccond 24 passed Garland
City, the last siding south of Spirit Lake, at 4:31 p. m., which
was 5 minutes later toan the time tnis twa n was required to be
into clecar on the siding ot Snirit Lake, if 1t nrocceded to that
station to meet ilo. &. As Second 24 wps epproaching the point
wnere tne collision occurrcéd the spceced was about 30 miles per
nour. Tnc cngincmen werce nainteining a lookout anead. Tne
swing brakemen and the front brakzman werzs in the brakeman's
becotn on the tender of the engine. The conductor and the flag-
man werc in the caboose. Trne fireman saw No. & avproescning
about 800 feet distant and callcd o rarning to the engineer.
Then the cngincer moved thne bralke valve to emerfency position.
Tne speced of Sscond 24 was esbout 10 miles per nour when tne
collision occurred. lcmbers of the crew of Second 24 seid they
overiooked tne scncedulc of MNMo. 5 end did not rezlize tnet thnelr
trein was proceeding without authority with respect to No. ©
until immcdiately prior to the collision.

In the territory involved treins are ovcrated by timetable
end train orders only. Thc Commission investlwnued a reer-end
collision which occurred on October &, 1942, on tnis line near
g.new, about 48 milcs norta of the loca ion of thne present
e o¢dent Tne Cormmiscion's report covering tnc 1lnvestigetion
of that accident carried tne recommendabvion that thec St. Louils
Soutnwestern Railway Compeony ostablish an adequeate block-signal
system on the line involved, which extends between Pine Bluff
Snons and Tcxrrkana Yard, 1od.ao miles. After tnat revort was
issucd, tnc cerricr 1nbtﬁllbu n centralized-traffic-control
systom between Soutn Pinc Bluff »nd Lewisville, 120.37 miles,
end this instelletion waos placed in scrvice a skport time before
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the present aceident occurred. Tne.soutnern cend of tris in-
stallation is about 8 milce nortn of Garland City. Thie in-
stellation complied in part with the tecommendetion contained
in tne formcr report. Thc rccident here under investigation
might neve bteern vrevented if an adcquate block system had becn
in use in tne territory involved, since tnese opposing trains
would not neve bcen permitited to occupy the samc block simul-
taneously.

Cause

It is found tnot this accident wos causcd by on inferior
trein occupylng the main track on the time of an opposing
suncrior train.

Reccommendeotion

It is recommended that the St. Louie Southwestern Railway
Company install a1 adequate wlock system on the line on winich
tnis accident occurred. An order *%c show cause wny 1t snould
not do so will be served on saié c-rrier.

o

ated at Wasiiingten, D. C., tnis twenty-eicnth
ay 0f February, 1945.

By tne Commission, Cormicsioner Patterson.



