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S U M M A R Y 

Railroad: St. L o u i s Southweste rn 

Date: October 23, 1941 

Location: Brinkley, Ark. 

Kind of accident: Rear-end collision 

Trains involved: Freight : Passenger 

Train numbers: Extra 583 North : 2 

Engine numbers: 583 653 

Consist: 52 cars, caboose : 6 cars 

Estimated speed: Standing : 15-25 m. p. h. 

Operation: Timetable and train orders 

Track: Single; 1° left curve; 0.19 percent 
ascending grade northward 

Weather: Clear 

Time: About 5 a. m. 

Casualties: 5 injured 

Cause: Accident caused by failure of preceding 
train to clear the time of following 
superior train and then by failure 
to furnish adequate flag protection 

Recommendation: That the St. Louis Southwestern Rail 
Company establish an adequate block 
system on the line involved in this 
accident 



- 3 -

I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E C O M M I S S I O N 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N N O , 2 5 3 9 

I N T H E M A T T E R O E M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S 

U N D E R T H E A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T O F M A Y 6 , 1 9 1 0 . 

T H E S T . L O U I S S O U T H W E S T E R N R A I L W A Y C O M P A N Y 

D e c e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 4 1 . 

A c c i d e n t a t B r i n k l e y , A r k . , o n O c t o b e r 2 3 , 1 9 4 1 , c a u s e d 

b y f a i l u r e o f p r e c e d i n g t r a i n t o c l e a r t h e t i m e o f 

f o l l o w i n g s u p e r i o r t r a i n a n d t h e n b y f a i l u r e t o f u r ­

n i s h a d e e u a t e f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . 

R E P O R T O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N 1 

P A T T E R S O N , C o m m i s s i o n e r : 

O n O c t o b e r 2 3 , 1 9 4 1 , t h e r e w a s a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 

b e t w e e n a f r e i g h t t r a i n a n d a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n o n t h e S t . 

L o u i s S o u t h w e s t e r n R a i l w a y a t B r i n k l e y , A r k . , w h i c h r e s u l t ­

e d I n t h e i n j u r y o f t w o p a s s e n g e r s , t w o r a i l w a y - m a i l c l e r k s 

a n d o n e e m p l o y e e . 

- ' - U n d e r a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 1 7 ( 2 ) o f t h e I n t e r s t a t e C o m ­

m e r c e A c t t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g w a s r e f e r r e d b y t h e 

C o m m i s s i o n t o C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n a n d 

d i s o o s i t i o n . 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the Northern Division 
designated as the Jonesboro Subdivision, which extends between 
Pine Bluff Shops and Jonesboro, Ark., a distance of 141.89 miles. 
In the vicinity of the point of accident this is a single-track 
line over which trains are operated by timetable and train or­
ders; there is no block system in use. At Brinkley the northward 
siding, which is 6,490.4 feet In length, parallels the main track 
on the east. The south switch of this siding is 6,060.7 feet 
south of the station. Three crossover switches, connecting the 
main track and the siding and designated as Nos. 5, 6, and 7, are 
located, respectively, 590 feet, 1,660 feet, and 2,562 feet south 
of the station. Memphis Jet. switch is located 1,752 feet north 
of the station. North-bound trains en route to Memphis, Tenn., 
leave the line of the St. Louis Southwestern Railway at this 
switch. The south switch of the southward siding is located 410 
feet north of the station. The accident occurred on the main 
track at the frog of crossover No. 7, at a point 2,502 feet south 
of the station and 3,558.7 feet north of the south switch of the 
northward siding. As the point of accident is approached from 
the south the track is tangent a distance of 14 miles and then 
there is a 1° curve to the left 2,128.7 feet to the point of ac­
cident and 471 feet beyond. The grade for north-bound trains 
varies between 0.05 percent and 0.45 percent ascending a distance 
of 5,655 feet to the point of accident and is 0.19 percent at 
the point of accident. 

Operating rules read in part as follows: 

99. When a train-stops under circumstances in which 
it may be overtaken by another train, the flagman 
must go back immediately with flagman's signals a 
sufficient distance to insure full protection, plac­
ing two torpedoes, and when necessary, in addition, 
displaying lighted fusees. 

* * 

Time-table general instructions read in part as follows: 

11. Rule 86, * * * is revised as follows: 

Outside of Automatic block signal territory, 
unless otherwise provided, an inferior train must 
be in the clear at the time a first class train or 
train of superior right in the same direction is 
due to leave the next station in the rear where time 
is shown; except that if the time between stations 
is less than ten minutes the inferior train must be 

. in the clear at least ten minutes in advance of time 
shown for superior train at station where an infe­
rior train clears the main track. * * * 
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In the vicinity of the point of accident the maximum au- gm 
thorized speed for pa&senger trains is 55 miles per hour on ™ 
curves and 60 miles per hour on tangents. Theomaximum author­
ized speed for the freight train involved was 45 miles per hour. 

Extra 583 North, a north-bound freight train, consisted at 
the time of the accident of engine-583, 48 loaded and 4 empty 
cars and a caboose. After a terminal air-brake test was com­
pleted this train departed from Pine Bluff Shops, 67.72 miles 
south of Brinkley, at 2:09 a. m., according to the dispatcher's 
record of movement of trains. At Stuttgart, 34.31 miles south 
of Brinkley, the crew received copies of train order No. 13, 
Form 19, which read in part as follows: 

This train departed from Stuttgart at 3:25 a. m., departed from 
Keevil, 8jl miles south of Brinkley, about 4:30 a. m., according 
to the statement of the conductor, and stopped at Brinkley about 
4:45 a. m., with the rear end of the caboose standing 3,558.7 
feet north of the south switch of the northward siding. The 
train brakes were applied, the engine was detached, several cars 
were added to the train and about 5 a. m. the rear end was struck 
by No. 2. 

No. 2, a north-bound first-class passenger train, consisted 
of engine 653, one mail-express car, two baggage cars, one coach 
and two Pullman sleeping cars, in the order named. All the cars 
were of steel construction except the second car, which was of 
steel-underframe construction. At Pine Bluff Shops the crew re­
ceived copies of train order No. 13, Form 19, previously quoted. 
After a terminal air-brake test was completed this train departed 
from Pine Bluff Shops at 3:37 a. m., according to the dispatch­
er's record of movement of trains, 35 minutes late, departed from 
Clarendon, 15.03 miles south of Brinkley and the last open of-^^ 
flc'e, at 4:46 a. m., 22 minutes late, passed Keevil at 4:52 a.^J, 
according to the statement of the engineer, 18 minutes late, and 
while moving at an estimated speed of 15 to 25 miles per hour it 
collided with the rear end of Extra 583 North. 

Because of track curvature and trees adjacent to the track, 
the view from the left side of a north-bound engine of the point 
where the accident occurred was restricted to 1,311 feet. From 
the right side of a north-bound engine the view was restricted 
to a few feet. 

Description of Accident 

No 2 Eng 653 wait at * * * 
Clarendon 
Keevil 

442 am 
450 am 
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T h e c a b o o s e o f E x t r a 5 8 3 w a s o v e r t u r n e d t o t h e r i g h t o f 

t h e t r a c k a n d b a d l y d a m a g e d . T h e r e a r c a r w a s d e m o l i s h e d . 

T h e r e a r t r u c k o f t h e s e c o n d c a r f r o m t h e r e a r w a s f o r c e d f o r ­

w a r d a b o u t 2 0 f e e t a n d t h e c a r w a s s l i g h t l y d a m a g e d . T h e p i l o t 

o f e n g i n e 6 5 3 w a s d e m o l i s h e d a n d t h e f r o n t d e c k - c a s t i n g w a s 

b r o k e n . T h e s e c o n d c a r o f N o . 2 w a s s l i g h t l y d a m a g e d . 

T h e w e a t h e r w a s c l e a r a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , w h i c h 

o c c u r r e d a b o u t 5 a . m . 

T h e e m p l o y e e i n j u r e d w a s t h e e n g i n e e r o f N o . 2 . 

D a t a 

D u r i n g t h e 3 0 - d a y p e r i o d p r e c e d i n g t h e d a y o f t h e a c c i ­

d e n t , t h e a v e r a g e d a i l y m o v e m e n t o v e r t h e t e r r i t o r y i n v o l v e d 

w a s 1 9 . 8 t r a i n s . 

T h e t e r m i n a l s t a t i o n o f t h e s c h e d u l e o f N o . 2 i s t h e s t a ­

t i o n a t B r i n k l e y . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

T h e r u l e s g o v e r n i n g o p e r a t i o n o n t h e l i n e i n v o l v e d p r o v i d e 

t h a t a n I n f e r i o r t r a i n m u s t b e c l e a r a t t h e t i m e a f o l l o w i n g 

f i r s t - c l a s s t r a i n i s d u e t o l e a v e t h e n e x t s t a t i o n i n t h e r e a r 

w h e r e t i m e i s s h o w n . I f t h e i n f e r i o r t r a i n f a l l s t o b e i n t o 

c l e a r w h e n a f o l l o w i n g f i r s t - c l a s s t r a i n i s d u e t o l e a v e t h e 

n e x t s t a t i o n i n t h e r e a r w h e r e t i m e i s s h o w n i t m u s t f u r n i s h 

f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , w h e n a t r a i n s t o p s u n d e r c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s i n w h i c h i t m a y b e o v e r t a k e n b y a n o t h e r t r a i n , t h e 

f l a g m a n m u s t g o b a c k i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h f l a g m a n 1 s s i g n a l s a s u f -

f i c i e n t d i s t a n c e t o i n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n . A l l m e m b e r s o f 

b o t h c r e w s i n v o l v e d u n d e r s t o o d t h e s e r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

T h e c r e w s o f b o t h t r a i n s i n v o l v e d h e l d c o p i e s o f a t r a i n 

o r d e r w h i c h d i r e c t e d N o . 2 t o w a i t a t K e e v i l , 8 . 1 m i l e s s o u t h 

o f B r i n k l e y , u n t i l 4 : 5 0 a . m . A l l m e m b e r s o f t h e c r e w o f E x t r a 

5 8 3 u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e i r t r a i n w a s r e c u i r e d e i t h e r t o b e c l e a r 

o f t h e m a i n t r a c k a t B r i n k l e y a t 4 : 5 0 a . m . o r t o b e n o r t h o f 

t h e s t a t i o n a t B r i n k l e y , w h i c h w a s t h e t e r m i n a l s t a t i o n o f t h e 

s c h e d u l e o f N o . 2 . T h e c r e w o f N o . 2 u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e i r 

t r a i n w a s r e q u i r e d n o t t o p a s s K e e v i l p r i o r t o 4 : 5 0 a . m . 

N o . 2 p a s s e d K e e v i l a b o u t 4 : 5 2 a . m . B e c a u s e a p r e c e d i n g t r a i n 

e n t e r e d t h e m a i n t r a c k a t t h e n o r t h s w i t c h o f t h e n o r t h w a r d 

s i d i n g a t B r i n k l e y , E x t r a 5 8 3 s t o p p e d a t 4 : ^ 5 a . m . o n t h e m a i n 

t r a c k w i t h i t s e n g i n e s o u t h o f t h e s t a t i o n a n d i t s r e a r e n d 

s t a n d i n g 3 , 5 5 8 f e e t n o r t h o f t h e s o u t h s w i t c h o f t h e n o r t h w a r d 

s i d i n g . A t t h i s t i m e t h e t r a i n v/as s e p a r a t e d a n d t h e e n g i n e , 

c o u p l e d t o s e v e r a l c a r s , p r o c e e d e d n o r t h w a r d b e y o n d t h e s o u t h 

s w i t c h o f t h e s o u t h w a r d s i d i n g s o t h a t c a r s t o b e a d d e d t o t h e 
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t r a i n c o u l d b e p l a c e d o n t h e m a i n t r a c k b y a n o t h e r e n g d n e . A t 

t h i s t i m e t h e f i r e m a n o f E x t r a 5 8 3 r e m a r k e d t h a t N o . 2 w a s d u e 

t o l e a v e K e e v i l a n d t h a t f l a g p r o t e c t i o n s h o u l d b e p r o v i d e d ; _ 

h o w e v e r , t h e e n g i n e e r d i d n o t s o u n d t h e e n g i n e w h i s t l e s i g n a l :^kf 

f o r t h e f l a g m a n t o p r o t e c t t h e r e a r o f t h e t r a i n . A f t e r t h e 

t r a i n w a s a s s e m b l e d i t w a s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t N o . 2 h a d c o l l i d e d 

w i t h t h e r e a r e n d . T h e e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t i t i s c u s t o m a r y t o 

p r o c e e d n o r t h o f M e m p h i s J e t . b e f o r e c a r s a r e a d d e d t o t h e 

t r a i n , b u t , i n t h i s I n s t a n c e , t h e c o n d u c t o r o f a n o t h e r t r a i n 

s i g n a l e d f o r E x t r a 5 8 3 t o s t o p s o u t h o f t h e s t a t i o n a n d t h e e n ­

g i n e e r t h e n w a s i n s t r u c t e d t o p e r f o r m t h e u s u a l s w i t c h i n g a t 

t h a t p o i n t . S i n c e t h e s c h e d u l e c f N o . 2 t e r m i n a t e d a t t h e s t a ­

t i o n a t B r i n k l e y , t h a t t r a i n w a s r e q u i r e d t o b e o p e r a t e d b e ­

t w e e n t h e s t a t i o n a n d M e m p h i s J e t . p r e p a r e d t o s t o p s h o r t o f a 

t r a i n o r o b s t r u c t i o n . H a d E x t r a 5 8 3 p r o c e e d e d n o r t h w a r d a t 

B r i n k l e y u n t i l t h e r e a r e n d w a s n o r t h o f t h e s t a t i o n , u n d o u b t ­

e d l y t h i s a c c i d e n t w o u l d h a v e b e e n a v e r t e d . T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

d i s c l o s e d t h a t o n a c c o u n t o f c o n f l i c t i n g m o v e m e n t s i t i s n o t 

u n u s u a l f o r n o r t h - b o u n d f r e i g h t t r a i n s t o b e s t o p p e d s o u t h o f 

t h e s t a t i o n . W h e n E x t r a 5 8 3 w a s c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h i n g B r i n k l e y 

o n l y a b o u t 5 m i n u t e s r e m a i n e d u n t i l N o . 2 w a s d u e t o l e a v e 

K e e v i l . I f E x t r a 5 8 3 h a d e n t e r e d t h e n o r t h w a r d s i d i n g a n d 

c l e a r e d f o r N o . 2 a t t h a t p o i n t , t h i s a c c i d e n t w o u l d h a v e b e e n 

a v e r t e d . 

A s N o . 2 w a s a p p r o a c h i n g B r i n k l e y t h e s p e e d w a s a b o u t 6 0 

m i l e s p e r h o u r a n d t h e e n g i n e m e n w e r e m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t 

a h e a d . A t t h e s o u t h s w i t c h o f t h e n o r t h w a r d s i d i n g t h e e n g i n ­

e e r m a d e a b r a k e - p i p e r e d u c t i o n , w h i c h r e d u c e d t h e s p e e d t o 

a b o u t 4 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r , t h e n h e r e l e a s e d t h e b r a k e s . W h e n 

t h e e n g i n e w a s a b o u t 1 , 2 0 0 f e e t s o u t h o f c r o s s o v e r N o . 7 a n d 

w a s m o v i n g o n a 1 ° c u r v e t o t h e l e f t , t h e f i r e m a n o b s e r v e d 

t h e f l a g m a n o f E x t r a 5 8 3 g i v i n g s t o p s i g n a l s w i t h a l i g h t e d 

r e d f u s e e a t a p o i n t a b o u t 1 , 0 0 0 f e e t t o t h e r e a r o f E x t r a 5 8 3 , 

a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e h e o b s e r v e d t h e l i g h t e d m a r k e r l a m p s o n 

t h e c a b o o s e , w h i c h w a s a b o u t 1 , 2 0 0 f e e t d i s t a n t . T h e f i r e m a n 

w a r n e d t h e e n g i n e e r , w h o i m m e d i a t e l y p l a c e d t h e b r a k e v a l v e i n 

e m e r g e n c y p o s i t i o n , b u t t h e d i s t a n c e w a s i n s u f f i c i e n t t o s t o p 

s h o r t o f t h e t r a i n a h e a d . N o . 2 w a s m o v i n g a t a n e s t i m a t e d 

s p e e d o f 1 5 t o 2 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r w h e n i t c o l l i d e d w i t h E x t r a 

5 8 3 . 

T h e f l a g m a n o f E x t r a 5 8 3 s a i d t h a t w h e n h i s t r a i n w a s a p A ^ 

p r o a c h i n g B r i n k l e y h e t h r e x t f o f f a l i g h t e d r e d f u s e e s o u t h o f 

t h e s o u t h s w i t c h o f t h e n o r t h w a r d s i d i n g a n d , w h e n t h e s p e e d 

o f h i s t r a i n w a s r e d u c e d n e a r t h e s w i t c h , h e a l i g h t e d f r o m t h e 

c a b o o s e a n d p l a c e d t w o t o r p e d o e s o n t h e r a i l . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

s t a t e m e n t o f t h e c o n d u c t o r , h e w a s o n t h e r e a r p l a t f o r m a n d 

e x p e c t e d h i s t r a i n t o e n t e r t h e s i d i n g a t B r i n k l e y . H e o b ­

s e r v e d t h e f l a g m a n d r o p a l i g h t e d r e d f u s e e b u t h e d i d n o t o b ­

s e r v e w h e t h e r t h e f l a g m a n p l a c e d t o r p e d o e s w h i l e t h e t r a i n w a s 
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m o v i n g . A f t e r E x t r a 5 8 3 s t o p p e d , t h e c o n d u c t o r i n s t r u c t e d t h e 

f l a g m a n t o p r o c e e d t o t h e r e a r a n d t o p r o v i d e f l a g p r o t e c t i o n 

a g a i n s t N o . 2 . T h e f l a g m a n p r o c e e d e d t o w a r d t h e r e a r a n d w a s 

a b o u t 3 5 0 f e e t d i s t a n t w h e n t h e c o n d u c t o r s t a r t e d t o w a r d t h e 

f r o n t o f h i s t r a i n . T h e c o n d u c t o r h a d r e a c h e d t h e s e v e n t h c a r 

t o t h e r e a r o f t h e e n g i n e w h e n t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . T h e 

f l a g m a n s a i d t h a t h e h a d r e a c h e d a p o i n t a b o u t 6 0 0 f e e t t o t h e 

r e a r o f h i s t r a i n w h e n N o . 2 p a s s e d h i m a t a s p e e d o f a b o u t 4 5 

m i l e s p e r h o u r . T h e e n g i n e e r o f N o . 2 s a i d t h a t t o r p e d o e s w e r e 

e x p l o d e d a b o u t 1 5 0 f e e t t o t h e r e a r o f E x t r a 5 8 3 b u t t h e f i r e ­

m a n s a i d t h a t t h e t o r p e d o e s w e r e a b o u t 6 0 0 f e e t t o t h e r e a r . 

T h e c o n d u c t o r o f E x t r a 5 8 3 s a i d t h a t a f l a g m a n s h o u l d b e a t 

l e a s t 3 / 4 m i l e t o t h e r e a r t o s t o p a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n f r o m a 

s p e e d o f 6 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r , a n d , i n t h e c a s e i n v o l v e d , t h e f l a g ­

m a n h a d s u f f i c i e n t t i m e t o p r o c e e d 1 m i l e t o t h e r e a r o f h i s 

t r a i n . H a d t h e f l a g m a n p r o c e e d e d t o t h e r e a r a s f a r a s p o s s i b l e 

i n t h e t i m e a t h i s d i s p o s a l , u n d o u b t e d l y h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n a b l e 

t o s t a t i o n h i m s e l f f a r e n o u g h t o t h e r e a r t o p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e 

f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . 

T r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d o n t h e l i n e i n v o l v e d b y t i m e t a b l e a n d 

t r a i n o r d e r s o n l y . I f a n a d e q u a t e b l o c k s y s t e m h a d b e e n i n u s e 

o n t h i s l i n e , t h i s a c c i d e n t w o u l d n o t h a v e o c c u r r e d . 

C a u s e 

I t i s f o u n d t h a t t h i s a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y f a i l u r e o f 

p r e c e d i n g t r a i n t o c l e a r t h e t i m e o f a f o l l o w i n g s u p e r i o r t r a i n 

a n d t h e n b y f a i l u r e t o p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

T h a t t h e S t . L o u i s S o u t h w e s t e r n R a i l w a y C o m p a n y e s t a b l i s h 

a n a d e q u a t e b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m o n t h e l i n e i n v o l v e d i n t h i s 

a c c i d e n t . 

D a t e d a t W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , t h i s t w e n t y - n i n t h 

d a y o f D e c e m b e r , 1 9 4 1 . 

B y t h e C o m m i s s i o n , C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t t e r s o n . 

( S E A L ) W . P . B A R T E L , 

S e c r e t a r y . 


