INTERSTATE CCMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

IIVESTIGATICH NO. 2793
THE UNION RAILWAY COMPANY
AND
TEE ST. LOUIS - SAN FRANCISCO RATL™AY COUPANY
REPORT IN R=Z ACCIDENT
AT UENPHIS, TTNN,, ON

APRIL 21, 1944
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Railroads:

Déte:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trainsg involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:

Consist:

Estinated speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casvaltlies:

Cause:

-2 - Inv-2793

SUIMLTARY

Union + 8t. Louis -~ San Francisco
April 21, 1944
llempnis, Tenn.

Side collision

1. P. freignt : 5. L. - S. F. passenger
Extra 1413 'iest + Extra G876 East
1413 : 976
Auxiliary water : 8 cars
car, &4 cars,
caboose
6 m. p. 0. : 12 m. p. h.
Yard rvles : Timetable and train

orders; yard limits

S8ingle; tangent; : Double; tangent;
0.909 nercent 0.90% vercent
descending grade ascending grade
westward eastward

Clear

5:15 p. m.

1 killed; 9 injured

Failure pronerly to control speed of
S. L. - 8. F. trein moving within .
vard limits
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION ’ ;

INVESTIGATION NO. 2793

IN THE YATTER OF IAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICI REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF iIAY 6, 1210.

THE UNICN RAILVAY COMPANY 3
AND !
THE ST. LOUIS - SAN FRANCISCC RAILYWAY COUPANY ;

el

June 3, 1944.

e

]

Accident at liemonis, Tenn., on Aoril 21, 1844, caused by .
failvre oroverly to control the speed of the S. L.-

5. F. train moving within yard limits. )

\l

;z:

1 :

REPCRT OF THE COMMISSION ;

;

3

PATTERSON, Chairman: ki

I

On April 21, 1944, there was a side collision betwesen 1

a freignt train of the Missouril Pacific Rellrcad being i

operated on tne line of tne Union Railwey and a St. Louls - %

San Franclsco Rallway passenger train at llempnis, Tenn., %

s

wiaicn resulted in the deatn of one employee, and tne injury
of seven passengers and two employees.

R O R W Sy e

lUnder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Cnairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position,.
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location of Accident and Metacd c¢f Operation

Tnis accident occurred on tnat nart of tne St. Louis -
San Fraacisco Reilway, hereinafter referred to as tne 8. L. -
S. F., designated as the liempnls Terminal and extending eastward
from Bridge Junction, Ark., to Forsytne, Tenn., 10.8 miles, anc
on that part of the Union Railway, nereinafter referred to as
tne Union, extending westward from Sargent Yard to Florida
Street, liempnis, Tenn., 2.5 miles. In the vicinity of the point
of accident the 5. L. - S. F. was a double-track line, witnin
yard limits, over wnicao trains were operated by timetable and
train orders. Tne Union was a single-track line, witnin yerd
limits, over whicn trains of thne Missourl Pacific Railroad,
nereinafter referred to as tne M. P., were overated by yard
rules. Tnere was no block system in use on eitner line. In
this vicinity the line of tne Union paralleled the line of tne
§. L. - 5. F. on the soutn. On the line of the S. L. - S. F.,
at a point 35.17 miles east of Bridge Junction and 0.1l mile trest
of Lauderdale Street, Memvnis, a lead track 225 feet long con-

nected the S. L. - 5. F. eastward main track and several industry

tracks. Tne west switcn of the lead track was facing-»oint for
east-bound movements from the 8. L. - 8. F, eastward main track
to tne industry tracks. The lead track intersected the line of
tne Union at an angle of 9°32'. The accident occurred on the
turnout of tne lead track 56.6 feet east of the west switcn, at
tne fouling point of the lead track and the Union main track.
Tne M. P. train was moving vestward on tne Union main track,

and the S. L. - 5. F. train was moving eestward on the S. L. -
S. F. eastward main track. TFrom tre west the S. L. - 8. F. main

tracks were tangent tnrougnout a considerable distance to the
lead-track switch. From the east the Union main track was tan-
gent througnout a considerable distance to the crossing. Tune
grade on tnese tracks was 0.909 percent ascending eastward.

The switcn-stand for the west switch of the lead track was
on the nortn side of the 5. L. - 8. F. eastrardé main track, and
was ol the nand-throw, low-stand type. The switcn-stand was
provided with an oil lamp. No target was provided. "nen thne
switcn was lined for movement on the S. L. - 5. F. eastward main
track, a green lignt wes displayed, and wnen lined for movement
on tne lead track, a red light was disvlayed. The centers of
the lenses were 14-3/8 inches above thc ties.

Operating rules of the S. L. - S. F. read in part as
follovs: -

95, % % % Within yard limits the mein track or
tracks may be used, prctecting againet first-class
frains. Second and inferior class and extra trains
must move witnin yard limits prepared to stop unless
tne main track is seen or known to be clear.
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104, * % %
Wnen practicable, the engineman must see
tnat tne switcnes nearest tne engine are properly
set.

® % s

Description of Accident

Extra 1413 West, a west-bound M. P. freignt train, con-
sisting of engine 1413, 1 auxiliary water car, 54 cars and a
caboose, was moving westward on tne Union main track in the
vicinity of the crossing at an estimated speed of 6 miles per
nour wiaen the twentieth car was struck by Extra 976 East.

Extra 976 East, an east-bound S. L. - S. F. passenger
train, consisted of engine 976, headed westward, seven coacnes
and one baggage car, in the order named. The fifth, sixtn and
seventn cars were of all-steel construction and the remainder
were of steel-underframe construction. WWnile tnis traln was
moving eastward on tne S. L. - S. F. eastward main track at an
estimated speed of 12 miles per nour the engine entered thne
turnout of tne lead track and struck Extra 1413 West.

Tne tuentleth to twenty-second cars, inclusive, of Extra
1413 we™n 511, .1y damaged. Tne twenty-tnird to twenty-fifth
cars, 1ncilusive of Extra 1413 and the engine of Extra 976 were
dera.lcd onl soroilecraply damaged. Tne first car of Extra 978
was sligntly domege

(o)

It was clear at tne time of the accident, whicn occurred
about 5:15 p. m.

Tne fireman of Extra 976 was killed. The engineer and tne
front brakeman of Extra 976 were injured.

Discussion

The rules of the 5. L. -~ S. F. governing operation witnin
yard 1linlts provide that second-cless and inferior-class trains
and exiwre trains must be operated in sucn manner that tney can
be shcosod snort of a train, an obstruction or a switcn not
pronorly lined. All surviving employees concerned wno attended
tnc investigation so understood.

About 5:15 p. m., while M. P. Extra 1413 “Yest was moving
westward on the Union mein track in tne vicinity of tne cross-
ing, 8. L. - 8. F. Extra 976 East moved eastward from the
8. L., - 8. F. eastward main track to thc lead track and struck
the twentietn car of M. P. Extra 1413 West at tne fouling point
of tne lecad track and the Union main track.
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Trre investigation disclosed tnat about 10 minues prior to
tne occurrence of the accident the west switcn of the lead
track was used by a yard crew to move tneir engine eastward
from twe S. L. - S. F. eastward main track to the leed track
and across tne Union main track to an industry track. At tne
time of the accident, the west lead-track switch was lined for
entry to tne lead track, a switchman of the crew of th. yard
engine was stationed at the switch, and tne yard engine was
standing on tne industry track a considerable distance cast of
tne sviiten. The switchman said he was looking to the east and
was not aware that Extra 976 East was anoroacning tne siten
until the accident occurred.

As Extra 975 East was anproaching :he west lead-track
switcn tne speed was about 12 miles per nour. Tane filreman was
tending tne fire, and tne front brakemar was occupying the seat
on tne left side of tne engine. It could not be determined
wnen tnese employees first became aware of anytning belng vrong,
as tne fireman was killed in the accident, and the front brake-
man vas injured to the extent that it was not nossible to obtailn
a statement from nim at the time of the iivestigetion. The
engineer wes maintaining a lookout anead. There was no condi-
tion of the engine tnet distracted nis att=ntion or obscured
nis view of the treck anead. He first saw the switchman in the
vicinity of the switch about 2,8C0 feet dicstant. Tne switcoman
was in sucn vnosition that the engineer of Extra 976 could not
see tne switcn-stand. '“nen his engine was :tbout 40 feet west
of the switcn, the englneer observed that tnz2 switcn was lined
for entry to the lead track. He immediately roved tne brake
valve to emergency position, but the engine entered tae lead
track and struck Extra 1413 before tne brakes became effective.
Under tne rvles, tne speed of EZxtra 976 was required to be so
corntrclled tnat i1t could be stopned short of the switch involved.

Cause
It is found that thnis accident was caused by failure
prooserly tc control tne speed of the S. L. - S. F. train moving
witnin yard limits.

Dated at "asalngton, D. C., this tnird
day of June, 1944.

By tne Commission, Chailrmen Patterson.

7. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.
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