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SUMMARY
Railroad: Spokane, Portland & Seattle
Date: January 29, 1945
Location: Portland, Oreg.
Kind of accident: Side collision
Trains involved: S. P. & 8. freight + N. P. T, yard
engine and cars
Train numbers: Extra 335 East
Engine numbers: 335 : 10
Consist: Caboose : 10 cars
Estimated speed: S m. p. h. 1 3 m. p. n.
Operation: Timetable and train orders;

vard limits

Track: Double; tangent; 0.2 percent
ascending grade eastward

Weatner: Clear

Time: 7:14 a. m.

Casualties: 1 killed; 1 injured

Cause: Failure vroperly to control

speed of yard engine moving
within yard limits
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THE SPOKANE, PORTLAND & SEATTLE RATLWAY COIfPANY

Yarcn 14, 1945.

Accident at Portland, Oreg., on January 29, 1945, caused
by faillure properly %to control tne speed of a yard
engine moving witnin yard limits

' 1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ) *

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On January 29, 1945, there was a side collision be-
treen a freignt train and cers being pusned dy a yard
engine on tne Spokane, Portland *» Seattle Rallway at
Portland, Oreg., wihich resulted ir the deatn of one em-
ployee, and the injury of one emnloyee.

T

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
dispesition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

Thie accident occurred on that vart of the Terminals Sub-
Division extending eastward from Portland Union Statlion to
Lake Yard, Oreg., 2 miles. Tnis was a double-track line,
witnin yard limits, cver wnican trains moving witn tne current
of traffic were operated by timetable and train orders. Tnere
was no block system in use. Yard engines of tne Nortnern
Pacific Terminal Compeny of Oregon, nereinafter referred to as
tne N. P. T., were regularly operated in tnis territory. At a
point 0.71 mile east of Union Station a spur track, herein-
after referred to as track No. 1, extended northwestward from
the eastward main track and intersected tne westward main track
at an angle of 31 degrees. At the crossing, nereinalter re-
ferred to as crossing 1, tne distence between tne track centers
of tne main tracks was 34 feet Tne switch wnicn connected the
egastward main track and track No. 1 was 140 feet east of cross-
ing 1, and was trailing-vooint for east-bound movements on tne
eastward main track. Tris switch is nereinafter referred to as
switen 1. In this vicinity a lead track, nereinafter referred
to as track No. 2, wnich connected the vestward main track and
several yard tracks, practically parallelsd tne main tracks on
tne nortn. Tne east switcn of tne lsad track was 18 feet west
of crossing 1, and was facing point for west-bound movements
on tne westward main track. Tnis switcn 18 nereinafter referred
to as switen 2. The west switcn of a trailing-point crossover
about 450 feet long, nereinaftsr referred to as crossover lo.
1, whicn connected tne main tracks, was 558 feet sast of cross-
ing 1. East-bound trains en route from track No. 2 to tne
eastward main track were authcrized by special instructions to
operate agalnst tne current of traffic on tne westward main
track from switch 2 to the west switch of crossover No. 1. The
accldent occurred at the fouling point of crossing 1 and track
No. 1. From the west on track "o. 2 to switch 2 and tnence
eastward on tne westward main track there were, in succession,
a tangent 750 feet, a compound curve to the left 375 feet, tne
maximun curvature of wnicn was &Y, snd a tangent 18 feet to
crossing 1 and a snort disterice eastward. From tne east on the
eastward main track there was a 6°930' curve to the left 285
feet to switcn 1, and beyond this switen on track No. tnere
was a 20° curve to the rignt 140 feet to crossing 1. The grade
was 0.2 percent ascending eastward.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

DEFINITIONS.

Restricted Speed.--Proceed prepared %o stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anytaing tnat may
require tne speed of a tragin to be reduced,

a2,

& *
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F



03, % % %
5% % %%
. Second and inferior class, extra treins and .
engines must move witrnin yard limits at restricted
sreed.
4 %

Description of Accident

Extra 335 East, an east-bound 8. P. & 8. freignt train,
consisting of engine 335, headed westward, and a caboocee, in
tne order named, was en routs eastward from track No. 2 to tne
westward main track, and thence through crossover No. 1 to tne
castward main track. While tais train was moving over crossing
1 at a speed of about 3 miles Der nour the englne was struck by
tne first car of a cut of cars being vusned by N. P. T. yard
engine 10.

M. P. T. yard engine 10, headed westward, pushing 10 cars,
rmoved westward on trne esstward main track and entered track Wo
1l at switcn 1. Wnile moving at an estimated speed of about 3
mlles per nour it struck Extra 325 East.

Tne first car of tne cut of cars oeins pusned by yard
engine 10 and thne tender of enzine 3&5 were deralled. The left
slde of tne cab of engine 33% was demolisned.

The weatner was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 7:14 a. m.

was killed, and tne engineer was

CI‘

Tne fireman of Extra 33
injured.

Discussicn

As Extra 335 East was moving over crossing 1 tne enginemen
were maintaining a lookout ancad. The neadlight on tas tender
was lignted. The front brakeman, wno was on tne footboard of
tne tender, and tne englneer sald tney were not aware of any-
thing being wrong until the collision occurred.

Trne engine foreman of yard engine 10 weg tne only member .
of tne crew of this engine who was in the immediete vicinity
of crossing 1. Tne view of tne crossing nad by otner members
of tne crew was materislly restricted bgcauqe of track curva-
ture. Tne Toreman said that ne lined switcen 2 for Extra 3380
to proceed from track No, 2 to the westward main track, but ne
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tnougnt tnis train would not nroceed over the crossing shead

of the cut of cars being pusrnzd by engine 10. When he observed
that Extra 335 nad entered upon thne crossing he gave stov slg-
nals witn a lighted white lantern, and the engineer of engine
10 immediatel; moved tne brake valve to emergency positior, but
tne flrst car struck the left gangway of engine 335 before tne
movement could be stopped.

Cause
It ig¢ Tound tnat this accident was caused by failure
properly to control the speed of a yard engine moving witnin
vard limits.

Dated at Washington, D. C., thls fourteenth
day of Msrch, 1945.

By the Comnission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P, DARTEL
(STAL) .



