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SUMMARY

Spokane, Portland & Seattle
February 1, 19405
Oakbrook, Oreg.

Head-end collision

Freignt : Freignt

Extra 507 West : Extra 2030 East
507 v 2030

84 cars, caboose : 59 cars, caboose
30 m, p. h. : 10 m. ». h.

Timetable and traln orders

Single; 315! curve; 0.362 percent
descending grade westward

Snowing

10:530 a. m.

2 killed; 6 injured

Fallure to obey meet order

That the Spokane, Portland & Seattle
Raillway Company establisn an ade-

quate block system on the line on
wnich thils accident occurred

\
\.
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INTERSTATE COiIMERCE COMMISSION

\
INVESTIGATION NO. 2865

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF IIAY &, 1910.

THE SPOKANE, PORTLAND & SEATTLE RAIL'YAY COUPANY

Mercn 17, 1945°.

Accident near Oakbrook, Oreg., on February lq.19452 caused
by fallure to obey a meet order.

' 1
REPORT OF TH= COMITSSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner: *

On February 1, 1945, there was a head-end coclllsion
between two freignt trains on the Spokane, Portland &
Seattle Railway near OCakbrook, Oreg., wnich resulted 1n
tne deatn of two employees, and the injury of six employees.

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of tine Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Commission tc Commissioner Patterson for consideratlion and
disposition. ’ ’



< To Bend

lllll

0 Bend, Oreg.

| 41,30 mi,

3 Metolius

| 34.80 mi, >

6 North Junction Dol

% 20,7C mi.. . [o14)
Maupin . “m

M 14,80 ma, R ot

< &)
| 4

’.} ft- long

L9

QOakbrook

1,09 mi. -

X Point of accident R | 4
s
W 12,51 mi. 2, \\AV\\,N b

Dike, Oreg. RS \&\\\\ - &
vaowo mi.. . . \.\mv *
=
rmx\v
K

Jishram, Wash. s \\\AHV\

Inv, No, 2865
Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railway

Oakbrook, Oreg.
February 1, 1945



-5 = 2865

Py

Location of Accident ghd fetnod of Overation

Tnie accident occurred on that vart of the Spokane, Portland
& Seattle Railway designated as the Oregon Trunk Railway and
extending eastward from Wisnhram, Yasn., to Bend, Oreg., 151.05
miles. This was a single~track line over which trains were oper-
ated by timetable and trein orders. There was no block system
in use. At Oakbrook, 39.9 miles east of Wisnram, a siding
5,499 feet in lengtn paralleled tne main track on tne nortn.
I'ne west switcn of tnis siding was 5,070 feet west of tne sta-
tion. Tne accident occurred on tne main track 700 feet west
of tne west siding-switch. From the east tnere were 1in suc-
cession, a compound curve to the rignt 3,743 feet in lengtn,
the maximum curvature of which was 4°, a tangent 511 feet, a
5°26' curve to the rignt 1,421 feet, a tangent 388 feet, a 2°
curve to the left 755 feet, a ftangent 769 feet and a compound
curve to tne left, the maximum curvature of which was 6°, extend-
ing 1,805 feet to the point of accident and 4,299 feet westward.
From tne west there was a tangent 652 feet in length, wnicn was
followed by tne curve on wnicn the acclident occurred. The grade
was 0.362 percent descending westward.

Operating rvles read in part as follows:

5-88. At meeting woints between extra trains,
the train in tne inferior time-table direction
must take tne siding unless otherwlse provided.

3-89 (A)- L .

At train order meeting points, the train nold-
ing tne main track must stop clear of the swlten
used by Trne train to be met in going on siding
unless tne train to be met is clear of the main
track and switcn is properly lined.

The maximum authorized sveed for freignt trains was 30
miles per nour.

Descrintion of Accident

At Nortn Junction, 35.5 miles east of Oakbrook, tne crew
of Extra 507 West, a west-bound freignt train, received conies
of traln order No. 517, reading in pert as follows:

Engine % % % 2030 run extra
Wisnram to Bend take siding
meet Txtrs HO7 Vest * % %
at Oskbrook

Extra 507 West, consisting of engine 507, 84 cars and a caboose,
passed Maupiln, 14.8 miles eacst of Cakbrook and tne last open
office, at 10;23 a. m., passed tre clearance noint of the west
siding-swi ten at Oakbrook, where it was required to wait unless
Extra 2030 East was into clear on tne siding, and while moving
at an estimated speed of 30 miles per nour it collided with
Extra 2030 East 700 feet west of tne west siding-switech.
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At "ishram the crew of Extrs 2030 East, an east-bound
freignt train, received covies of treirn ordﬂr Ko. 517. Tnis
train, consisting of engine 2030, 59 cars and a caboose, de-
parted from Dike, 13.6 miles west of Ozkbrook and the last onen
office, at 10:23 a. m., and wnlle moving at an estimated speed
of 10 miles per nour it collided with Extra 507 West.

The engine of each train, 21 cars of Extra 507 and 4 cars
of Extra 203C were derailcd and damaged.

_ During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident,
tne average dally movement in the vicinity of tne point of
accldent was 10.03 trains.

Tt was snowing at the time cf the accident, wnich occurred
about 10:50 a. m.

The englneer and the front brakeman of Extra 507 were
killed. The engineer, the fireman, the front brakeman, tne
flagman and tne conductor of Extra 2030, and tne fireman of
Extra 507 were injured.

Discussion

The crew of =sach tLei n=14 conies of train order No, 517
wnicn establisned Oakbrock as the meeting voint between Extra
507 West and Txtra 0C?O East snd included the instruction for
Extra 2030 East to tsoze sidincs at tae neeting point. Under tne
rules, Extra £07 West was required to stop clear of tne west
siding-switen at QOakbrecok vnless Extra 2030 East was into clear
on *tne siding. Tne surviving =rnloyees concerned €o understood.

As Extra 203C East wags anvroaching the point wnere the
accident occurrsd the enginemen were maintaining a lookout
ancad. RBecauce of embankments adjacent to the track on tne
curve, the view of the track anead woas materially restricted.
Tne first the emmloyees on the engine knew of anytning being
wrong was wnen the engineer saw tne engine of the approaching
train about 300 feet distant. He immediately moved the brake
valve to emergency position, buvt the collision occurred before
tne brakes became effective.

As Extra 507 West was approaching Cakbrook the front brake-
mar. and the enginemen were maintaining a lookout anead. The
brakes had been tested and nad functioned proncrly en route
The fireman sald thnat when tne engine was about 1 mile ea"* of
the west siding-switcn ne and the front brakeman called a warn
ing to thne engineer. Tnhe engineer acknowledged the warning by
raising nis nand, but no ection was taken by the employees on
tne engine to stoon- the trein clear of the west sidlng-switch.
Wnen the engine was in tae vicinity of tne west siding-switen
the fireman sagw the engine of tne approacning trairn about 300
feet distant. He again warned tne engineer, then jumped off
Just before tne collision occurred, At that time tne brakes
nad not been appllied., After tne accidernt, a copy of train order
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No. 917 was found attacned to a clipboard in tne cab of engine
5C7. Tne order nad beexn in tae possession of the crew of EXxtra
507 about 1 nour prior to the accident. The conductor, t:ne
swing brakeman and tne flagman were in the caboose. Tney said
that, because of track curvature and embankments in tnis vici-
nity, it was difficult for the members of a crew on tne reer
end of a long freignt train to determine wnen an opposing train
was into clear on tne siding until the englne of a trailn moving
on tne main track was in the vicinity of tne west siding-svitch.
Wnen thne conductor of Extra 507 became aware that the opposing
train was not on tne siding he opened the conductor's air valve,
but tnis action was not taken soon enougn to avert the accident.

On January 18, 1942, a rear-end collision between two
freignt trains occurred on this line at Metolius, Oreg., 7C.3
miles east of Oakbrook. This accident resulted in tne deatn of
two employees and the injury of thnree employees, Tne Commis-
sion's report covering the investigation contains the statement
tnat 1f an adequate block system nad been in use on tne line in
question the accident would not nave occurred, and it was re-
commended tnat the Spokane, Portland & Seattle Rallway Comvany
establisn an adequate block system on the line involved. Al-
tnougn tne book of operating rules of trnis carrier contsins
manual-olock rules which provide for blocking botn opvosing and
following movements, tnese rules were not in effect in this
territory. If an adequate block system nad been in uses, tnese
opposing trains would not have been permitted to occupy the same
block simulteneously, and this accident would not nave occurred.

Cause

It is found tnat this accident was caused by failure to
obey a meet order.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Spokane, Portland & Seattle
Railway Company establisn an adequate block system on tne line
on wnich this accident occurred. A rule to show cause wny it
snould rot do so will be served on said carrier.

Dated at Washington, D. C., tnis seventeentn
day of Marcn, 1945.

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL) Secretary.



