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REPORT MO. 3601

SOUTHERN BATLAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT

NEAR MARION JCT., ALA,, ON
NOVEMBER 24, 1954




Date:
Rallroad:
Locatlon:

Kind of accldent:

Egqulpment involved:

Traln number:

Engine number:

Conglst:
Estimated speeds:
Creration

Traclk:

Highway:

Weather:
Time-
Casualties

Cause:

-2 = Report Mo. 3801

Movember 24, 1984

Bouthern

Marion Jet,, Ala,

Collision

Frelght traln * Motor-truck
17

Diegael=eclectrlc uvnlts
6105 and £1€9

&4 cars, caboose
12 m. p, h. : Undetermined
Timetable and train orders

Single, &° curve; 0.8l percent
descending grade southward

Tangent; crosses track at angle of
58°45', O.8 percent ascending grade
westward

Clear

1030 a. m.

1 killed; 2 injured

Jotor-truck occunying rall-hlghway

rrade crossing 1mmediately 1n front
of approaching traln

i



INTERSTATE CCIMTRUE COVIIISITON

REPORT NO, T301

TI" THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REFORT
UNDER THE AGCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF IAY &, 1G10.

[}

' SOUTHERN RATLAY CONPANY

5

LT

January 3, 19

Accident near Marton Jot,, AIn,, on Fovember 24, 10054,
carsed by a motor=trucrt ccotnring a ratl-highayv
crade erosseing 1mreflately in front of an anproach-
ing train.

1
REPCRT CF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Cormlssioner-

Cr November 24, 1254, threre was a collision between
a freigsht train on the Southern Rallwvay and a motor-trucx
at a rail-highway erade crossing acnr Varieon Jcet., ala,,
which resulted in the death of the drivsr of the antor-
truecz, and the injury of tro traln-service employces,

1

Under avthority of gecsion 17 (£) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-cntitled procecdinr was rcferrcd by the
Commlsalon to Comrisalnncr Clartz for conalderation and
disposition,
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Location of Acgldent and Method of Oporatlon

Thlis accldent occurred on that part of tke Moblle
Divisgion extending between Marlon Jeot. and Akreon, Ala.,
53.0 miles. In the vielnity of the point of accident this
1s o single-track line, over which tralns are operated by
tirmetable arnd traln orders. There is no blcck srstem In
use. The accident occurred cn the maln track a2t a point
2,377 feet south of the statlon at Marion Jet., where the
railroad 1s crossed at grade by U. S, Highway Fo. 80, In
the vieinity of the crossing a so th-bound train bv time-
table direction movss northwest by compass dlrectlon.
Tirmetable dlrecticns are uscd in this report. From the north
there are, in succegslen, a 8° curve to tre ricrat 43% feet,
& tangent 371 foet, and a 8° curve to the right 1,168 fect
to the point of mccldent 84 23F feet gouthvard, The grade
1s C.81 percen’ descendinm asvthrmrd ot the noint cf aceldent,
At the point of acecident ths track 18 12id on an embankment
approximntely 10 feet in helst.

In the imnediate vicinity of the croscine U, S, Highva
No, 8C 1sg tangent and 1s surfaced --ith bltuminous material.
The southeast angle of tlc intersectlon of the hlghway and
the railroad 1s £8°45', The croseing 1s P4 feort 1n width,
Planking 1s provided on e=cn side of cach rall, and the
remaining 2rea of the crossing 1s surfaced vlth kituminous
materlal to the levzl of the torns of the rolls. The prade
for west-bound vehicles averages 3,1 percent sscending
tnroughout a dlstance of 40 feet 1mmedintely engt of the
crossinge, and it is 0.2 percent ascerdins 2t the crogsing,
A rallrood-crossing advonce-vorning slzn in the west-bound
trolfie lane extends between volnts 70 feet and 320 feet
e23%t of tne crossing, Thls es12n, vhich 1s painted wlth
reflscting palnt, consists of two diapenel stripes with the
letter "R"™ in the angle at 2ach sife and o transverse stripe
At eacn cnd., A circular rallroad-crossing ndvarce-warning
sign 30 inches in diameter is located 14,5 Tect north of tne
center~line of the hichiay ané 3200 fect east of tre track.
This s8ign 1s mounted on a magt snd 1eg 2 fert 8 1ncnes atove
the level of the highwvey It bears two cirsonrl lines inteor-
secting at right angles and the lgtters "RP" in bhlack on a
yellow backarovnd., The lincs and letters ace ecsinned wlth
reflector buttois. An octamonal gicw is lecsted 15,3 feet
north of the centsr-1ins of tlie hick-my £nd 34 feet a8t of
the trecx. This sign is neunted on 2 mast and 1g & feet 7
inches above the level of the Wlonsmyry, It bears the word
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"STOP" in black letters cn a yellow backgrovnd with a bleck
border. The letters are equlpped wlth reflector buttons,

A standard cross-buck rallroad-orossing slgn 1s located in
the northeast angle of the intersectlon, 15.3 feet north of
the center-line of the highway and 13 feet east of the
center-line of the track. Thlsg slgn 1s mounted on a mast
and 1s 10 feet 2 inches gbove the surface of the highwmy.
It berrs the words "RAILROAD CROSSING" 1n btlmck on a white
background., A crossing-whigtle sien for south-bound trains
1s located 1,302 feet nerth of the crosslng.

This crrrier'e oneratinge rulesg read 1in part as follows:
14, EYGINE WHTSTLE SIGNALS.

MCTE~-The slrnals nrescribed are illustreted by "o
for short sounds, "_" for lonrer sounds, ¥ ¥ ¥

SOUND INVDICATION

#oH

(1) _ & _ Approaching public crossings at
grade, The sifnal to be
rencrted or the last sound
prolonged untll crosslng le
re¢acked.

i 4

17, The headllght will be dlgployed to the front of
every traln by day and by nlcht, 3¢ # ¥

% ¥ <%

3C0. The engine bell mrust be ruvng when an englne
1g * # # apgroaching rnd passing public crassings at
grade, % #

The maximum suthorlized speed for frelght trailns 1s 35
miles per hour.

]
¥

-
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Description of Accident
third-class

Mo, 17, a south~bound/frelght train, consisted of Diesel-
eleetric unlts 6105 and 2169, coupled in multiple-unlit contrel,
34 cors, and a caboose. Thls trein departed from Marien Jct.
at 10:28 o, m., 2 hours 2 minutes late, and while 1% was movlng
at ~n cstimated specd of 12 mlles per hour it struck a motor-
truck at a point 2,377 feet south of the statlon at Marlon
Jet., where the rallroad ig crossed at grade by U. 8. Highway
Mo, &0,

The vehicle involved was a tractor and seml-trailer owned
by E. J. Reese, Baton Rouge, La., At the time of the accldent
it was being operated by the J., B. Bealrd Co., Inc., Shreveport,
La. The driver was the gole occupant. The tractor was a six-
cylinder International model L-1920 and bore 1584 Loulisiana
license No., 124-055, The welght of the tractor was 9,055 pounds.
It vas provided with an enclosed cab and was eculpped wilth
alr-operated brekes on sll wheels., Dual wheels and tires were
provided at the reor. The gemi~traller wos of the open-deck
type and bore 1954 Loulsians licensc Yo, 4-10924, It wes
provided with tandem axles, spaced 48 1nches between centers,
each equipped with dual wheels and tires and alr-cverated
brakes on all wheels. The total length of the tractor and
gsemi~trailer wvas 43 feet 8 inches. At the tlime of the
accldent the cargo conslisted of 25 empty steel tanks deslened
for the storage of liqulfied petroleum rases. The cargo
weighed 17,338 pounds., It was loaded at Shreveport, La., and
was destined to Albany, Ga, Thig vehicle was moving westward
on U, S, Highway Mo, 80 at an undetermined rate of spceed when
1t entered upon the crossing and was struck by No, 17.

Both Diesel-electric unlts, the first flve cars, and
the front truck of the sixth car of “o. 17 werc deralled.
Both Diescl—clectrlic unlts stormed on thelr right sides. The
front end of the first unlt was 238 feet south of the point
of accldent and 3 feet west of the centor-line of the track,
and the rear end of the second unlt was 22 feet west of the
track. The deralled cars stopped in various positions on or
near the track. Both Dicsel«electric unlts were somewhat
damaged, the second to the fifth cars, inclusive, were
destroyed, and the first and sixth cars were slightly damaged,

The tractor was struck at the rear of the ricsht front
wheel by the left side of the front of the first Diesel-electric
unit., It stopped upright, at the bottom of the embankment,
and approximately 9C feet south of the righway and 35 feet
east of the track. The fuel tank located to the rear of the
cab on the right side of the tractor was crushed in the
accident, escaplng gasoline became ignited, and the tractor
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was badly damaged by fire. The semi-traller stopped parallel

to the track, with the front end towerd the south and the

rear wreels on the shoulder of the highway at the edge of the .
pavenent. It was considerably damaged. !

The conducter and the frornt braokeman of Mo, 17 werc
in)ured.

The wegatkrr as clear at the time of the aceident, which
occurred at 10.30 3. r.

During the 30~dsy pecrlod preccding the dny of the accldent
the average doily rovement over the crassing wms 2.17 tralns.
During the 24-hour period tecginnlng at 8:01 a, m,, November 29,
1564, 278 automobiles, 475 tructs, nnd 27 buscs passed over
the crogsing.

Dlacugslon

After the rear end of No. 17 pn-~sed a switch located
2,006 feet north of the intersectlon of the rallroad and U, S.
Highvay Neo, 80, the train vas stopped to vweralt the flagman
to restore the switeh to normdl poritlo+, It then nroceeded
southward, and as 1t approached thg point whkore the 2cnldent
occurrgt the ~nginemen were mnaint~inins a lan%out ahead from
the control comparirment at the front n7v thec “irst Dlesel-
elzctric vnlt, tancs conductor and the front brakeman weroe in
tne control commartrent of the secnnd Dieszl-electrlc unit,
and the flacnon was in the cabonge, Tno headlipht vos Jlchted,
The mervers of the crew sald that th- enrineer tegan to sound
the grade—~crocring wvhistle slrnal soon after the traln started
and that he completed the last blast at trhe croesine. The
bell was rincine during thlg time., The flreman sald that as
the locomctlve apnroaced the crossinz he obsarved two motor-
trucks movinz westvard on the hizhway, He sald toat the first
truck crossed the crossinc vhen the lecomotive was about 150
fret distant from 1% and e azsured that the second truck would
stop short of the crossing. The second truck ras clnsely
apnroaching the crossing before he reallzed that 1t wonuid not
stop, and hc then called a warnlnz to the cnrineer. The
collision occurred lmmaodlately afterwvard. The englneer
sald th.t as the locomotive approached the ecrossing he was
sounding the pneumatlic horn and e d1d not h-ar the fireman. .
He d1d4 nct see the truck beore the colliaion occurred, The
Iront brakenan said that thers was an avtomoblle fellowing
the flrat truck and he thought the two trucks were about €00
Feet apart a8 they approached the crossing. Fe estimated that
the first truck was moving at a speed cof betr=en 40 and 50
miles per hour and that the second truclk was movine slightly
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fester than the first. He sald 1t sppeared to hir that

the driver of the second truck applied the brakes at a
di1stance of about 150 feet from the crossing and attempted
tn turn torard the sovth lmmediately before the accident
oceurred. He sald the rear wheels of the tractor were
8l1ding as the truck closely approached the crossing.
Neither the conductor nos the Flagman saw the truck before
the zccldent occurred. The members of the crew estimated
that the speed of the traln was betyeen 10 and 15 mlles per
Lourr when the nccident occurred.

The driver of z bus, who witnegsed the accldent, sald
that his bus was following the second motor-truck at a distance
of 250 to 300 feet and that the truck epproached the crossing
at n spced of about 50 miles per hour. He sald that the driver
of the truck applied tre brakes when the truck reached a polnt
between 100 and 180 feet vest of the crossineg and that he
attempted to turn thc trvck toword the south immedi~tely before
the scecident occurrcd, The draver of the bus thought that the
speed of the trucz hLad been reduced to about 10 miles »per hnur
and that the speed of the train was less than 25 miles per
hour when the collision occurred. Fe sald that the headllght
of the locomotive was lighted and the pneumatle horn was
sounded as the traln approached the crossing,

After the accident occurred, skild marks were fcund on
the surface of the hignuay betr-een polnts approximately 150
fect and 20 Teet east of the c.oossing. These marks 1lndlcated
that the truck had turned toward the left at a polnt approxl-
mately 30 feet east of the crossing, The accident oceurred
a2t a noirat 12 feet south of the caonter-line of the hicghwey.

As a vehlele apnroaches the crogsing from the east,
the driveir's view of an approaching south~bound trein is
gsomewvhat regtricted by two small houses located north of the
nighway and about 800 fzet =ast of the crosslng. After a
vehicle passes these houses, tne driver has an unobstrueted
view of an approaching south-bound traln throuchout a dilstance
of several hundred feet lmmediately north of the crossing,

Cauee

Thls accldent was cavseed by a motor-truck ocgcupying a
rall-nichway grad~ crossine lmmediately In front of an
approachlng *railn,

Dated at Wasghinator, D, C., thlg third
day of January, 1952,

By the Commligsion, Commlssioner Clarke,

( S8EAL) GEQORGE W, LAIRD,
Secretary,



