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SUMMARY
Rallroad: Southern
Date: August 13, 1942
Location: Villa Rica, Ga.
Kind of accident: Rear-end colllsion
Trains involved: Frelgrt : Freignt
Train numbers: 66 : Second 54
Engine numbere: 649 + 6262
Consist: 16 cars, cebooge : 28 cars, caboose
Speed: Standing r € m. p. 0.
Operation: Timetable, train orders and

automatic block-si;nal and
automatic train-gtop system

Track: Single:; 5952.3' curve to rignt;
1.19 percent ascending grade
eastward

Weatner: Clear

Time: 1:04 p. nm.

Casualties: 1 killed

Cause: Accioent coured by fallure to provide

fiap protection for precedlng train,
and by failure properly to control
gpeed of following train in accord-
ance with signal indication



INTEZERSTATE CCMMERCE COIMISSION

INVESTIGATION KO. 2614

]

IM THE HATTZIP? OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THZ ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF LAY 6, 121

J

O

THE SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

September 25, 1942.

s

Accident near Villa Rice, Ga., on aAvguvet 13, 1942, czused
by fallure to provide flag pro*PcLium for preceding
trein, ena by falluvre properly to coa®rcl spoed of
following trair in accordance wita cignsl indicaltion.

B
-

REPORT Cr THE COMMISSION

PATTERESCN, Commissiocner:

On Avgust 13, 1942, there was a rear-end collislon
between two frelgAt tralnq on trne Soutnera Rallway near

18

Ville Rice, Ga., wnicn resulted in the deatn of one employee.

lUnder autncrity of scction 17 (2) of the Irterstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was rcferred by the
Commission to Comrigssicner Pattersor. for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accldent and Metnod of Cperation

This accident occurred on tnat nart of the Birmingham
Piviegion wiich extends between Blrmingnam, Ala., and Austell,
Ga., a diestence of 148.4 miles. In tne vieinity of the point
of accident this is a single-track line over wnich trains are
operated by timetable, train ordcrs and asn automatic block-
gignal and sutomstic train-stop system Tne accldent occurred
on tne main track at 2 point 1.23 milss wost of the station at
Vills Rica. As the point of accident is approacaed from the
west theros are, in succession, a %angsnt 4,091 feet in length,
a 5952.9' curve to thc left 686 fceh, a bangent 937 feet, and
e 5952.3' curve to tne right 543 fceb To the point of accident
and 49 fcct beyend. Thac grade for cast-bound trains is, suc-
ccesively, 0.22 percent d:sconding 9 fcet, 0,72 percent
£
J
0.

i_llm -

[ OB
[@N(

degcending 1,650 feev, lovel 1,61 4G 'et ﬁn’1 1.19 percent
ascending 600 fect to tne point of

Trie nutomatic block syeten s of %Ttnc absolute-permigsive
type. Automatic eisfnals 673.2 an 671.8, walcr fovern east-
bound movements, arc located, reencctively, 10,948 feet and
4,030 feet west of the point of accident. Thecse signals are
of the B-in Wdication, color-light tync, and are continuoucely
lignted. Thne aspects snd corregponding indications and nsamcs
ol these signals are ag follows:

Agpret Indication Name
Grecen Proceed. Clear-Signal.
Yellow Approacn next Slgnal Approacn-Signal.

prepared to Stop.

Red Stop; then Procesd. Stop and Procced-

Operating rules resd in mart ac follows:
14. ENGIUE AND MCTCR WHISTLZ SIGIALS.

vote.~-The cignals presceribed are illustrated

by "O" for short souvnds; " " for longer sounds. ¥ ¥ *
oW
(¢) _ 00O Flagman protect rcar of train.
e e %

Z

5b. The following eignale will be used by flagmen:
Day signale--A red flag,
morpedo:e and

Fusgecs,
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29. When & train stops under circumstances in
wvnich 1t may be overtaken by another train,

the flagman nust go back immediately with flag-
man's signals a sufficient distance to insure
full protection, (not less than one-nalf mile
and furtner on debcendlng grades or wnen view
is obscured) placing two torpedoes, one reil .
length apart, on the rail on enginemon's side
of track, and wnen necessary, in addition,
display a lignted fusce.

* % %

Conductors and enginemen are responsible
for the protection of their trains.

* %

509. % * %

When a train is stopped by a Stop and
Proceced-signal it mey proceed at once at slow
gpecd expecting to find a train in thc block,
broken rail, obstruction or ewitch not properly
set.

On tne curve involvud tne maximum autnorized speed for
Ireignt trains 1s 40 miles per hour.

Degcrivtion of Accident

No. 66, an east-bound trird-class frecignt train, consisted
of cngine 649, 16 cars and a C”bOOuP. This trein departed from
Heflin, 46.6 mile eg west of Villa Rice, at 7:10 2. m., according

to tne digpatcner's rccord of mO’Cﬂpnt of trains, 1 nour 10
minutcs late, departed from Temple, 7.3 milce woest of Villa
Rica, ot 11:561 a. m., 2 nours 44 minutcs late, and stopped about
12130 p. m. with the caboose ebtanding abt a point 4,080 fcct east
of signal 671.8. Thne engine haulcd the firet five cars castward
to unload ballagt, and about 34 minutes later the rear end of
this train wes struck by Scecond £4.
Sccond 54, an cast-bound sccond-cless freignt train, de—u
perted from Woodlawn Jct., 125.4 miles west of Villa Rlca av’
6117 . n., according to tac dispatcher's record of movcmrpt of
trains, 1 nour 37 minutes late. After cnars were added, an
alr-brake test vas made, and tniec train, concisting of engine
6262, 28 cnars and a crboosc, Genartcd from Bremen, 15.1 milcs .
weat of Villa Rlc~ and the lest opcn office, at 12:40 p. n.,
3 nourg lete, paccsd signal 673.2, wnlcen disployed approach,
storped at signol 671.8, which displayed stop-and-procccd, then
proceceded ond wnilce moving at o spced of approximatcly 6 mlles
per nour it collided wita the renr cnrnd of No. 66.

3
C

Becnvse of vegetation on the ineide of the curve on wnich
tne eccident occurred, tine viow from the rigat side of an
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east-bound engine of a cehcoss gtzning at tne point of accideatl
is rectricted to a distance of 3270 feet.

Tne caboose of No. 66 was denclisned. Tre 71
of Tne caboose was derailed To the soutn and %
damaged, witnh its rear end egairst tne smokcbor of erngine 32
Engine 6262 and i1its tender were derailed to the soutn and
stopped on their rignt sides, parallel to Soe trac with the
front end of tne engine 49 feet east of tne 301n of accident.
Tbe pilot wacs destroyed and the smokebox arnd engine truck were
badly damaged.

Tne weatner was clear at the time of tne accident, wnich
occurred at 1:04 . m.

Tne employee ki1lled wee tne flagman of Ho. €6.

The rules pgoverning oncraftion on fthe linz involved proviie
tnat wnen a trair stops unfer circumstances in walen 1t may be
overtaken by arother train the flagman must go vack imnmcdiat~ly
with Tlagmen's signales a sufficient distancc to insure full prc-
tection. nder tne rulce governlng opcraticn in autonetic
block-cignel territeory a q+og and-procccd signa* indicetion
requires a trein to stop ghort of tne signal and then to proceed
unrougn the block expecting to fird a train in the |

broken rail, en ODStPJCthP cr a switceh not properl;y set. All
tne surv1v1ng employeces involvad undécretoed tresc requircmentc.

No. 66 stopped about
at a point 4,080 fect 2ast o
of the tralp noved eastwsar
later the rear end of i

Second 54 gtopped at sign~l 671.
stop—and-proceed indicetion talcen wag
Tnis train tnen proceeded into %t olc
entered thne curve con wmicn tne occiden
about 15 miles wer acur. “n( erifFinerne
were maintaining a lookout erie~d. Thnere wns nc conditican of tne
engine tnat distrocted *np sttcntlou of trnesse enployees or ob-
geured tnelr vision. The brekes 7.2d Tuncticoned properly at all
points wnere used en rcute. T2 cnginecr first saw tne caboose
of the preceding train vacn nie crgine was about 375 feet from
it. He immediately moved the »rake valve to cmergency positicr,
but the distance was not cutiicicent to ston tne traln short <f
the rear end of Nc., 65. Tnc gpeed ¢7 Sccond 54 was about ©
miles per nour wncn tnc ccllision cccurred.

ccm:iioncs witn a
layea ny Tnat signal.
ck, nnd waen the engiwe

t cceurred lne gpeed vas
rn and taes Tront brukuman
r

Under tne rules, tne crew »f i'o, €5 was required to provid,
rear-cnd protaction for ite train from the time the specd wes
first reduced for stopring to unload ballast. Wnen No. G6



-0 - 2¢14

-

stopped, the engincer socunded tne engine-wvhistlce signal for nis
flagman to provide flag protecticn. Tho conductsr nad prcviousls
instructed the flagman to prov1oo flag protecticn wnile their
train wae engaged in unloading besllast at tne pcint waere tne
accldent occurred. The swing drokeman and tne frent brakceman
vere near tne front cnd of tuneir train and they did not obaorviems
tne action cf the flagmen. Tne conductor was ~n thne cngine wnJl"
nils train stopped. Whnen the first five carc and cngine were
detached from the rear portion of the trair he was on tnc ground
near tne engine and saw the flagman on tne rear platform of thc
caboose. The conductor accempanied the front portion of the
train to tne pcint where the ballaet was tc be unlcaded and ne
did not further cobscrve his flagmesn. No remnant of » rcceantly
burned fusce was found in tne vicinity and no torpedo was cx-
ploded by the following traoin. The members of tne crew on the
engine of Second u4 did not sce tne flagman of the preceding
train. Wny tne flagman falled to provide protection is not

known, as ne wag killed in tne nccident. If flag protection

nad been provided for Mo. 6€, S.ig accident could nanve been
averted.

All members of tne crew of Second 54 understcod thnat thne
stop-and-proceed indication disgployed by signsal 671.8 required
the speed of trncir treoirn to be so centrolled that tne train

could be stopped snort of a preceding treln, a broken rail or
an obetruction. Tne cengincer sald that wite als engine passed
signol 671.8 ne observed a fracz mctor-car adjacent to tne track
near tne west end of the curve inveolved end ne tncuent thc gec-
tion force was revlacing a broken reoil, He wxs cxnnctine tho
crew of a preceding trair to provide Tlag vrotiection It
Second 54 had been opernted in accordnance wlitn tic IeﬁtflduJVe

4 nove becn

indication displayed by signal 571.8, trne train cou!
stoppcd snort of the DPLOGdluF train, ond this occidont would
nave been prevented.

Cause

It is found tnet this accident was causced by failure to
provide flag protcction for the preceding trein, and by faillurc
properly to control spcecd of thne following ftrein in accordance
witn signal indication.

Doted at Wagnington, D. €., this fwenty-1ifthn
day of Scptember, 1042,

2

By the Commissiorn, Commigsioner Patterson. .

W, P. BARTEL
(SEAL)
Secretary.



