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SUMMARY

Soutrnern

August 11, 1943

U}

Velentine, 3. C.

Side collision

Freignt : Passenger
First &6 T 238

4754 v 1270

59 careg, caboose ! 9 cars

7 m. p. n. + 30 m. p. n.

Timetable and Traln orders

‘Single; tangent; oracticelly level
Clear

Avout 1:20 a. m.

1 killed: 24 injured

failure to obey meet order

Trnat tne Southern Rallway System
establisn an aldecuate block

syetem on tne line on wvaicn
trniie accident occurred
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INMTERSTATE COMIERZE COUMIMISSION

IVVESTIGATION NO. 2719

IN THE UATTEFR KIlG ACCIDENT I”VESTIGATION REPORTS

\: EPOhTS ACT AY 6, 1210.
THE SOULHER! RATILWAY SYSTEM

September 7, 1943.

Accidzent 2% Valsntine, S. C., on August 11, 1243, coused
] ] & ]
Dy ITeilure to obey a meet order.

1
R=ZFO=T OF T:kZ COMMISSION

PATTER30N, Commigsioner:

Orn Aviust 11, 1943, there wes a side collision betrween
a vagsenrer train and a freignt train on the line of tne
SouuAelL Rallwey System at V elentine, S. C., wnicn resulted
in tne deata of 1 employee, and tne injury of 20 passengers,
1 person carried under contract and 3 employees.

lunier autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Commiseion to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
digposition.
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Location of Accident and Metheod of Operstion

Tnis accident occurred on tnat part of the Columbia Divi-
slon extending between Columbis and Herdeeville, S. C., 130.6
miles. In the vieinlty of the point of accident tnis was a
single-track line over wnicn trains were ooerated by timetable
and train orders. Thaere was no block system in use. A%
Velentine a siding 2,727 feet in lengtn paralleled the main
track on the east. The soutn switch of tnis siding was 1,191
feet sovtz of tne station. The accident occurred at the foul-
ing goint of the turnout 110 feet nortn of the soutn siding-
switcn. From the soutin tne track was tangent 12.1 miles to
tne so0int of accident and 2.2 miles beyond. At the point of
accldent tne prade was practically level.

Operating rules read in part as follows:
14, ENGIVE WEISTLE SIGNALS

NOTE--The signals prescribed are illustrated
by "o" for short sounds; " " for longer sounds.

TS
SOUND INDICATION
% % ¥
(r) 0 Approaching meeting or
waiting points. See
Rule 90.
P 1

16. COMIIUNICATING SIGNALS

* % ¥
SouUn INDICATION
* % %
(m) 0 Aprroaching meeting or
walting point. BSee
Rule 90.

72. Trains of tne Tirst class are superior to
trose of tne second; trains of tne second cless
are supecrlior to tanose of the tnird; and so on.

L 3

8@. AT traln order meeting points the trein that
is %o nold the main track must ston clear of tne
swlitca ueed by the trein taking siding, unless
the opnoeing train ie clear of the maln track and
tae switca properly lincd.
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90. On trains equipped witn communicating signal
system, the conductor must give signal 16 (m) to
tne engineman imnmediately after passing the last
station but not legs then two miles preceding a

* % % point wnere by train order it is to meet

¥ % ¥ an opposing train. The engineman will imme-
diately reply witan signal 14 (n). If the engineman

fails to esnswer by signal 14 (n), the conductor .
must take immediate szction to stop tne train.
% 9 W

FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS

A, ,
Fixing Meeting Points for Opnosing Trains
(1). No 1 one eng 111 meet No 2 two eng 112 at B.

L I

Trains receiving these orders will run witn
respect to each otner to the designasted points and
triere meet in tne manner prescribed by the rules.

L

Tne maximum authorized speed for passenger trains was ©0
mileg per nour.

Description of Accident

First 56, a north-bound second-class freight train, con-
cisted of englne 4754, 39 care and a caboose. Al Hardeeville,
8.7 miles soutn of Valentine, tne crew received a clearance
card and coples of four traln orders, of wnicn one was order
No. 301 reading as follows:

No 23 Twenty Tnree Eng 1270 Meet First
Ne &6 Fifty Six Eng 4754 at Velentine

Firzt 56 departed from Herdesville at 12:15 a. m., according to
the disnatcner's record of movement of trains, 1 nour 45 minutes
late, anc waen 1t was entering tne south siding-ewiten at Va-
lentine enc moving at an estimated speed of 7 miles per nour tne
talrty-fiftn cer was struck by No. 23, -

No. 23, a soutn-bound first-class pascenger train, consistc.
of engine 1270, three express c2rs, one pasecenger-baggage car,
tarec coacnes and two Pullman sleeping cars, in tne order named.
Tne first, second, tnird and fiftn cars were of steel-underframe
construction and the remainder were of all-steel construction.

At Allcndale, 13.4 miles north of Valentine and the last open
office, the crew reccived a clearancc card and copies of tarec
train orders, of wnich one was train order lo. 301. Thnis train
departed from Allendsle at 1:03 a, m., according to the dis-
patcaer's record of movement of trains, 43 minutes late, passed
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tne clearance point of the south siding-switen at Valentine,
"mere it was required fto wailt unless Fqut 56 was into clear,
end vaile moving at an estimated speed of 30 mileg per hour
it collided witn First 56 at tne fouling point of tne
Tturnout.

Enzine 1270 oand its tender were badly damaged and
stopped on their rignt sides west of the track and 138 fcet
soutn of tne point of collision. The thnirty-fiftn and
tnirty-sixtn cers and the front truck of the thilty-ceventh
cer ol Firsgt 56 ond tne first two cars and tne front truck
of tue third car of No. 23 were deralled and damaged.

It 1as clear at tne time of tne accident, wnilcn occurred
about 1:20 a. m,

Trne engineer of No. 23 was killed. The conductor and
tne Firenan of No. 23 and a rcad foreman of engines wno was
on tne engine were injured.

During the 30-day period preceding tne day of tne acci-
dent, Taie average dally movement in tne viecinity of the moint
of accldent wes 8.83 trains.

Discussion

Tne rules governing operetion on tnis line provide taat
et a weetlns voint the gsuperior train muct stop cleer of the
switcn To Dbe used by the train which is required to enter
Tone sicding. On treins eaulpped witn a communicating slgnal
eyetes Trne conductor must scund the meeting-point signal on
tne craln alr-signal after the lest ststion 1s passed but
not less taon two miles before the meeting point is reacned.
Tne engineer muegt acknowledge this signal by sounding tne
proper sigznsl on thne englne valstle. If tne engineer fails
to sound tne proper signal tae conductor must take immediate
actior. to stop tne train.

The crew of eecn train neld copies of train order No.
501, wnicn establicned Valentine as the meeting point between
No. @, a soutn-bound firet-class troin, and First 56, a
aortrn-bound second-class train. No. 23 was sulerior by class
and wes reaulred to stop snort of tae fouling point of tne
soutn sldirg-gwiten at Valentine unless Firgst 56 was into
clear on trne sgiling, hs Firgt 56 wes entering thne siding at
Tne sout., switen, No. 23 peseced the clearasance voint and struck
tne tnirtV—llftq cer of First 58 a2t the foulin: point of tne
turnout.
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Tnere were four carg on tne ciding whnen First 56 entered
it, and tnese cars were being moved anead of the engine as
tne train vas moving nortawvard to clear for No. 23. The
front orckemen was on tne east gide of tne firet car and was
giving slow-proceed signals to nis engineer witn a lignted .
wnlte lantera wnen No. 23 passed. The enginemen and the
front brakeman were not aware of anytning being wrong until
tne accident occurred. Tne conductor was on the west slde
of tne fourtn car anead of the caboose. Wnen No. 28 was epout
300 feet distent the speed appeared to be tco fast for tne
encine to stop before it reacned the clearance moint. He
immedictely gave stop signals with a lignted wnite lantern,
but tnis action was not taken in time to vwrevent the accident.

Acovt 20 minutes before the accident occurred, tne crew
of No. 25 received conies of train order No. 301 at Allendale,
15.4 miles nortn of Valentine. Tne conductor, tne road fore-
man of engines and the firemsn sgid they read tne order and
discussed 1t witn tne engineer. Tne otner members of tne
crew read tae order and discussed it witn the conductor. It
was understood tnat thelr train was reouired to stop clear
of tne fouling point of the south siding-switch at Valentine
unless First 56 was into clesr on the siding. As No. 23 was
goproacning Valentine, the speed was about 60 miles per hour.
Tne enginemen and tne road foreman of engines were maintain-
ing a lookout anead. There was no condition of the engine
tnat cobscured tne view anead or distracted tneir attention.
Inen tne englne reacned a point about 1-1/2 miles nortn of
Valentine, the meeting-point signal was sounded. Tne road
foreman of engines was on tne left side of the engine and he
sald tnat soon after tne meeting-point signal was sounded
tne enginecr mede o service brake-pipe reduction and tne spe=d
of tne tTrain wae reduced to about 30 miles per nour wnen tne
engine passed the nortn siding-switch. Soon afterward tne
enginecr sounded two suort blasts on the engine wniegtle, re-
leased cac bprakes and opened tne tarottle. The speed was
increascd to about 40 miles per nour wnen thne engine passed
tne front end of tne train on the siding. Smoke prevented
tne roac foreman of engines and tne fireman from observing
conditions anead. Taey tnougnt the englneer nad seen a pro-
ceed cignel and tnat First 56 was into clear. Wnen tne
en_ine reacned a point about 900 feet nortn of the soutn
siding-gwitcr the engineer moved the brake valve to emergency
position, tnen the road foreman of engines and tne fireman .
observed tnet First 56 was not into clear. Thne speed of No.
2% was reduced to about 30 miles per nour wnen the collision
occurred.

Tne book of overating rules of tunls cerrier contains
manual-olock rules wnicn provide for blocking of opposing
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movements, but these rules were not in effect in the terri-

tory involved. If an adequate block system nhad been in use,
tne crew of No. 23 would nave received definite information

tnat toneir train was required to stop snort of tne clearance
solnt, and the accldent would have been averted.

Cause

It is found that tnis accident was caused by failure to
obey a meet order.

Recommendation

It is recommended that tne Soutnern Rellway System
establisn an adecuate block gystem on tne line on waicn tnis
accident occurred.

Deted at Wasnington, D. C., this seventn
day of Senmtember, 18495.

By tne Commigeion, Commissioner Petterson.

7. P. EARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



