INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCLG.ISBION

WASEINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 3119
SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
RTPORT TN RZ ACCIDENT
NEAR ROVER, GA., ON
AUGUST 2, 1947




Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Xind of cccident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consists:
Estimated specds:
Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Couse:

Rccommendntion:

SUMIMARY

Southern

August 2, 1947
Rover, Ga.
Head-cnd collisicn
Frelght

153

847

30 cars, caboose

20 m. p. h.

s

Inv-3119

Freight

Exbtrn 614 North

614

14 cars,

cabooge

10 m, p. h.

Timeteble and ftraln orders

Single; 2° curve; 1,206 rercent

"descending grade southward

~
Clecoar

2 killed; 2 injured

Inferior train occunying maln
on time of oprnosing superior

trock
train

That the Southern Railway Company
install an adeauate blocik system

on the line on vhich occident

occurrcd,
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CONiMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3119
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT IRVESTIGATION REPCRTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF LAY 6, 1910.

SOUTHERY RATLWAY CCOUPANY

September 22, 1947

Accident near Rover, Ga., on August 2, 1947, caused by an
inferior train occupying the main track on the time
of an ovposing superior tra-n,

1
REPORT OF TEE COMMISSICH

PATTERSON, Commisgioner:

Cn August 2, 1947, there tvas a head-end collision
betreen tuo freight trains on the Southern Railvay near
Rover, Ga,.,, which resulted in the death of two emplorecs,
and the injury of tuo employees.

1
Uncer authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-—

)

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commission to Commisscicner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Locaticn of Accicent end llethod of Ooeration

1

This accident occurred on that part of the Atlanta
Division extendiag between MeDonouck and Columbus, Ga.,
97 miles, a single-track line, over which treins are
operated by timetable and traln orders. There 1s no
block system in use. The accident occurred on the maia
track 22.70 miles south of MeDonough and 1,10 miles nortvh
of the station at Rover. From the norsh there 1s a tangent
1.22 miles in length, and then a 2° curve to the left
1,443 Teet to the point of accident and 151 feet soutarrard.
From the south there is a 2° curve to the left 585 feet
in length, a tangent 1,031 Teet, and then the curve on
which tlhe accident occurred. The grade is 1,26 perceat
descending sgouthward,

At Will:amson, 2.3 milzs gouth ol Fover, a single-
track line ex tendwng southeastvardly to Fort Valley, Ga.
60.3 miles, converges witn the line on which the acclident
occurrecd. The Junction switch =s 60 Ioet south of the
station,

This carrier's overating ruleg read in pert as follows:

DESINITIONS

.
2=

.
b

Train Register~-A ook or form which may be used
at designated stations for registering sigaals
Alsplayed, tine time of arrival and derarture of
fraing % * %

%% %

The time apnlies at th w1tch where an op 0S1lng

train enters the siding,

v

b ]
\:; 7]

%

Y-
At
s
G

193
¥

73, IExtra trains are inferior to regular trains.

83, A train must not leave its initial stat
any division, or subdivision, or a junction, *
until it has veen d)Oerual“Cd wvhether all tr ins due,
which are supvrior, have arrived or lefl
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Stations at which train registers arc located will
be desicnated by time-table.

87. An inferior %train must keep out of the wvay of
oprosing superior trains and Tailing to clear the main
track by the time required by rule must be protected '
as prescribed by Rule 99.

xtra trains must clear the time of opposing =»egular
trains not less than five minutes unless otherwlse
provided, * * ¥

99. Vhen a train stops under circumstances in vhich
1t may be overtaken by another trein, the flegmrn must
oo back immedlately with flagman's signals a sufficient
distance to insure full protection, placing two torpedocs,
and when nececsary, in addition displaying lighted fuseces.

ot
58

s %
The front of the train must be protccted immedliately
in the same way wvhen necessary tv the Torward trainman,
Tireman, or othor competent employe.

-,
by

ES
als

&

Time—-table spececial instructions designate Williamson
3

as a train-register station Jor ail trains pessing that
point. )

In this territory the maximum authorizcd spceds ore
40 miles per hour for passenger trains and 30 miles wer hour
Tor Ireight trains.

Descerintion ol Accident

Ho, 153, a south-bound second-class freight train,
consisting of engine 847, 30 cars and a caboosc, departcd
from Griffin, the last open o Tice, 5,3 miles north of Rover,
at 6:15 a. m., 5 hours 10 minutes latec, and vhile moving ot
an zstimated speed of 20 miles per hoar it collidced -rith

xtra 614 North at a point 1.1 milecs norch of Hover.

Extra 614 Ilorth, a north-bound freight train en route
from Fort Valley to llcDonough vie Willicmson and consisting
of engine 614, 14 cars and a caboose, denarted rTrom Fort ‘
Valley, the last open office, at 2:00 a. m,, and arrived at
Williamson at 5:45 a. m. This train entered the line on which
the accident occurred at the Juiction switch at Ullliamson
and departed at 6:10 a. m., and while moving at an estimated
speced of 10 miles per hour it colliided with Yo, 153 at a
point 3.4 nmiles north of “he junctlon switch.
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The front ends of both engines vere badly damaged.
The first seven cars of lo. 153 were considerably damaged.

The second, third and fourth cars were derailed. The Tirst
car of Extra 614 Horth was slightly damaged.

The conductor and the fireman of No, 153 vwere killed.
The engincer of No. 153, and the fireman of Extra 614 Jorth
were injured. \

The weather vas clear at the time of the accident, wvhich
occurred about 6:25 a. m.

During the 30-day period nreceding the day of the
accident, the average dally movement in the vicinity of the
noint of accident was 9.% trains.

The rules governing operation on this line provide that
a train nust not depart from a junction »noint until it has
been ascertalned vhether all trains due, which are supcrior,
have arrived or left., An inferior train must keep out of %the
way of opposing superior traing, and cxtra ftrains must clear
the time of opposingy regular trains not less than 5 minutes.

No. 153, a south-bound second-class train, vas due to
leave Griffin Siding, €.2 miles north of Williamson, at 1:09
a. m., and Williamson at 1:35 a, m. There 1s no siding at
Rover, which 1s the only station between Griffin Siding and
UVilliamson. DNo train order restricting the authority of lo.
153 to proceed with respect to Extra 614 lorth had been
lssued. Extra 614 North was inferior tc No. 153, and under
the rules Extra 614 North was reculred to be into clear at
Griffin Siding not later than 1:;04 a. m,, if it proceeded
to that station for llo. 153. No. 153 nassed Griffin Siding
about 6:17 ¢, m., 5 hours 8 minutes late, and Extra 614 Jorth
departed from Williamson at 6:10 a, m., and these trains
collided at & point 1.10 miles north of Rover.

As No. 153 was approaching the noint here the accident
occurrcd the speecd was about 20 miles per hcur. The conductor
and the enginemen were on the engine, the Tront brakeman ‘s
in the brakeman's booth on the tenler, and the flagman was in
the caboose. The conduvctor and the Tireman were killed in
the accident. The enginesr vas so scriously 1njured that he
could not be gucostioned during the investigetion, and it
could not be determined vinen he first became avare that Zxtra
614 Horth was approaching. The front brokeman and the flagman
vere not avare ol anything being wrong until the collision
occurred,

e Bt D
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The conductor of Extra 514 North said that at Williamson
he entered the arriving and departing times of his train on
the train register, and examined the register to ascertaln
Thether all overdue scheduled trains had arrived and denarted.
No. 153 was scheduled %o operate daily except Sunday, and,
because the conductor of Extra 814 North wvas confused with
reference to the day of the veek and thouzght 1t was Suanday
instead of Saturday, he informed the other nembers of the
crety that all superior trains had arrived at and cdeparted

Trom Willianson. As Extra 614 North vac approachling the
voint where the accident occurred the speed was avout 25
miles per hovrr, The eagineer was rnaintaining a lookxout ahez
and the firsman tas on the Geck of the engine. Because of
an embankment and vegevation on the inside of the curve, the
view had by the engincer ol the tracxz ahead was mater+a11y
restricted. The first the engincer knew of anything bcing
Urong vas “hen he saw the approaching train about 1,000 feesd
Cistant, tlien he moved the brake valve to emergzgency posit‘onn
“he gDeed of Extra 614 North uvas about 10 m:iles per hour when
the collision occurred. The other members of tne crew werc
in the cavoose, and these employces were not aware that tnelir
train vas »nroceecding without euthority with respect to o,
153 until the collision occurred.

The book of overating rules of this carricr contalans
manuol-block rulcs 'thich provide for blocking of opposing
movements, but these rules vere not in effect in the territory
involved. If an ¢dequate block system had been in use in
this territory, thesc opposing trains would not have been
reranitted to occupy the same block simultoneously

Cause

It is found that this accident wes caused by an infcecrior
train occupying the main track on the time of an opnosino
supcerior train,

Rccommendation

Q

It is recommended that tnc Southern Railway Conmpeny
install an adequate block system on the line on vhich thls
accident occurrcd.

Dated a2t Washineton, D, C., this tuenty-second
day of Sentember, 1947.

By the Commission, Commlssioner Patterson.

)

( SEAL) W, P. BARTEL

Secretoery.


http://Ra.il

