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SU HILARY 

R.-I i 1 road: 
Pat e: 
Location: 
Kind of accident: 
Fquipment involved' 
Train number: 
Fnpine nuiib°r: 
Onsist: 

'"'stinr-'ted speeds: 
C peration: 
Track: 
hi ̂ hway: 

leather: 
Time: 
Oasualti es: 
C au s e: 

School bus 

Unkno^m 

Southern 
December lft, 194 6 
Old Town, S. 0. 
Coll"" si on 
Pass^n^er train 
IB 

13^1 
? cars 
4 5 a . p. h. 
Ti "notables and tin in orders 
Single; Lun'ent; lev^l 
Tangent; cresses track at ii.-ht 
angles; le'veL 

Misting 
8:10 L . m. 
12 killed; 10 injured 
?^iiur° to operate p school ous 

npox'oachirr r ilroaci crossing rt 
sjrede in accordance vita require­
ments of lav 



INTERSTATE CC:..,ERoE CO^IItJPION 

i v/.ttic-ition 'io. 3o:;o 
IK TilF MATTEP 0^ 

ii:iLFR Trj F A'dOJDFiT RE^OPTF ACT Oh : AY 6, 19IC>. 

frOUTr-.FI'̂ T PA IV "AY COIT-.wy 

J.±nu 're ??, 19^7 

lUGjd̂ Tjt, noon Old To'm, ?. L>. , on Dec^nil^r 1.946, caused 
o/ faiLuio to operate i ycLool jus au^roachinp i "rail­
road c T03sin ; at r d e in tooordinco " itn rs-iuiro. ents 
of law. 

REPORT OF TliF CO; 1 .ISSIOh1 

P'TTFPSON, oor-if.5:loner: 

On r«5c°'.ber 1^, l\>Lr>, ther° vss o collision -between a 
pps-a_-,oer train on the Southern hail'^av and a school bus 
a higb/'-ey grade crossing near Old To'tl, P. C , , , vlch resulte 
in th° de 3th of 11 bus pesaengers and the our. driver, and th 
.injury of 10 bus pas^enaers. Tin's accident • ns investigated 
in uon luncti en -'o th j representative of the Puoiic Service 
Comai; -,c!ion °: poutn Carolina.. 

"Tinder authori tv of eectinn 17 (?) of fch^ Interstate Co""-
ce Act the i lo^e-nr ti tied proceed,! n- vars refer*'?'"! b v f'he 

Cerr-̂ j ooion tc Co.', A s ;•, 1 on or Patterson Tor con^iderat I ori ^nl 
d sposition. 
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point of accident 
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* * * 

Location of Accideit} i andi Method, of Operation 
This accident occurred on that part of the Columbia 

Division extendjng between Greenville and -lis ton, S. C , 
IIS.7 miles, a single truck line, over ("hick trains are 
operated by timetable and train orders. There is tic jIock. 
system in une. The accident, occurred 87.22 miles oast of 
Greenville and 3.02 miles east of the station it Old Town, 
"'here the railroad is crossed -it grade by a county highway. 
From the west cn the railroad there is a tange-nt 1,673 feet 
to the point of accident and 1,645 feet eastward. The grade 
is. pr.dcti cally lev^l. 

The highway intersects the railroad at right ancles, 
and 1^ an • unimproved road about 14 feet wide. From the north 
or the highway there is a compound curve to the right, the 
•iiarirriuK Lurveture of which i a upwroximately 20 , about 500 
feet in length, which is followed by a tangent 100 reet to'tie 
crossing cmd about 300 feet southward. The grtde for poutn-
bound vehicles is, euoessaively, practically lev*5! 500 feet, 
^ .0 percent aeoendlnc; [>Q Ce^t ̂ nd C O percent ascending 50 
fe-t to the crossing, then it is level over th? crossing and 
some distance southward. The crossing is -ebout 14 feet vide 
and is surfaced ' j th a vAxhwr. of cind c-r j , stoi° dust n̂d soil. 

An advance r~i1 road-crossing ei^n is located 250 f p ot 
north of the crossing and about 5 fe'-̂t '--;pt of the highway. 
This si.rn is a dice ?>, initios in diameter inri ",tount°d on a 
mast c) feet aoove the level of the hitlvnv.v. it hears a. hori­
zontal line and a vertical line intersect in; at eight angler-
at its center and the l^ttors "h.R." in elack" on a white 
background. A nbandard cross-buck r li Ire ad-orossi a, • hj an 
is located to the ri^ht of the direction of souMi-bound 
traffic, 13 feet north of the crater-line of the tr-ick anl 
13 feet west of the center-line of the highway Thi3 si.n 
is mounted on u rr̂ ast (j feet aoovo tho level of the his-hwav, 
and bears the words "RAILROAD CROSMINO" in Dlack on a white 
background'. A crossing-whintle alrJi for east-bound trains 
is located 1,515 fe^t west of tne crossing. 

Operating rules rend in part as follows: 
11. ENGINE MLISTLE SIGUAL3 
Mote—The signals prescribed are illustrated 

by "o" for short sounds; " " for iongsr eounds. 
* * * 

Sound ' Indication 
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(1) —.— O iaprqnohin^r public ero:-sin^s 
at grade?. Th"1 signal tc b" 
repeat rjd or the last sound 
prolong'^ until cross-in-1 is 
r Dicnod. 

* * * 

Section l5?.6-3, o" th» Motor Vehicle Laws of F L O W T H 
'Carolina, reads in part as follows: 

* * * 

( 1 ? ) Stop Dcfore orossin- railroad track.--The 
operator of °,ny school bur shoii, o e i V r ? crossing 
at a grad',2 an? tracK or tracks of a:iv railroad, 
b r r r hi 3 vehicle to a full ^nd ccpl'l: stop 
" ithin not less th ̂ . ( 1 0 1 feet r o r :r:ore than fifty 
(50) fo°t f r o m th^ n^arost rail o f the truck 
nearest bo 'the ^ront o f such vehicle and shall 

^ eftar each stop :-iso-ertain if it is safe to pro­
C E E D ^~-~ore crossvv such track or tracacs. 

The maximum authorized speed for- +h" trein invoivor"! 

\̂ as 50 mi 1 )s per hour. 

I L ! R S I L T I L ] K I 2 L \ _ 0 -IL'IEHJI 

U O . 1^, an oast-bound hi^st-clase piss^neor train, con­
sisted of T ^ i n e 13^1, two express crirs, on a ba<<-.a£ a-express 
M T , ona baaaage m i l car, one oasssa; or-bsee aca car, one 
e a c h and O N C Pullman sleeping ear, in the order namid. The 
second car was O F sfc•••ol-uncierfrains- construction, ind tie 
T^-maind^r v of aii-sts^l construction. This train departs 
from "-re^nwood, ths last open office, P7.Br miles west of the 
point o accident, at 7:05 a. in., 1 hour 35 minutes late, pas 
Old 'Coven and wnile LUO^ain- at an estimated speed of A.5 miles 
per- hour it struck a school bus on a hif-h"rny ;rade crossing 

3 t cf Lbr station yt C In Town. 

Th" bus involved was owned and 0 [ prated oy a resident of 
- " I L V - T Ptroot, P. J. It bore Couth CaraLina license h.'o. 1 9 7 . 
Th° driver hold ?outh Carolina special cnaui'feur\s iicens Q 

! o. 227'-.'. The bus was a 1 9 3 5 , 4-vne~l, Chevrolet model, 
c luipp^d with cual tires on th° rear wheels, aad mechanically 
operated foot ana hand brakes. The body of th" bus was of 
composite, construction, wnich consisted of metal sides ; I N A 
tor out,Lido and plastic-wood lining inside. It V'S-ighe-d 5 , 3 3 0 
pounds. Thn wind shi odd ind the side ^nndovs -"ere so arranged 

http://P7.Br
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T H A T th ; driver h x1 unr r stri ct • D vi r"" ah" no • >-d T O " A ch s: i ~ . 
This vsk: ele ras occupied bv th° ^rl vR,T' R R R I Px school >.'!.]3T r, 
- i ' 1 ' W O r.-ovln; stmtbtv-irc on the hichi.' dt _ I . unk^cn T 
"uhcn it entered upon th'- crr>srin~ and W'.e struch by T-Jo. 1°.. 

Th ous •''Tis .1 otioti "nod . Th • .iiiin/'nc - f .JR.. i;1, < ^ >-ot 
':"!'Mioo, -v'd, th n troin stop["d with tiro front end of F . H " 
;rfi:i(-) 1,150 feer, '..ast of the crossing. T'L\ front oT the 
"-̂ "ino vas jjlichtly RIARR af "d , 

If, way twisting at tho T J , o of tho accident, 1 i tr. ocuf-JRI 
• " ou T 8 : t.0 n . n. 

Vurins the 3 0 - 1 p o r i o d P^oeedin, td" : da/ of I. a - accident 
the average dai L T mov jmo-T of trains ovor ti " c"cesjtic v/v»s 3 . 7 . 

Turin" tho ?.t-noui p;rioJ c v.inahu, A T " L p. m., M f l ' T T T ° 0 , 
19/. ? 6 automobiles, T! trucks, -na 4 trains P is-'oa ^ f ,r t..J 
V res si rig. 

Mo, IB ' . ' A 0 ovprohchin^ tn" crossing at a speed of about 
A 5 UIIL°s per hour in ttriitorv Thor 3 th c 'ILjximuii author! z, A D 
S P < R > ^ H w'-:c milts ;>'r' hour. Th ., '-hjsti- signal for T K ° 

crossing <var sounded in eojiuliar...,' ith th: rul s, ?nd th" 
last 1 ] ast of T H ' '"histi'1 vras D-\TI" oOi;ri'. -d as tno mgin" 
"•nter-D uD^n tha1 crossing. Th ~ f i.t,cv,e:I fjrst th - has ,"R rai 
it ' R A S moving southard or th : ''i'.hvn̂  aoout 15 feet north cf 
th° crossing. At T N T - T th;;- th-" one in" V A S A t̂ out 100 f. T V " s t 
cf the crnscinr. Th:- liTonau i~':."dj "I"-

 E A L L - D a '-amia:7 to 
the errinoer, ""he m ^ w 1 th " brake valv c tc ~ ^rfrsncy roe"" Li on, 
but th' collision occurred befor _i thr soead of th r train v rae 
materially reduced. Th" brakes o r No. 13 hid 5 T - R " t'^-T'-'O -nd 
had functioned prco^rlv -~n route. 

Th driven of t LI" school ov.s " "r" ̂ n ">tp"ri TiC^ driv"1" 
PRI^ TOS f ddliar *'it> th° routs. Visibility " M R not I M P A I R E D 

bv rather conditions an'J tho driver ecu La Lave se"II T L " 

approaching t^ain fchrougnout a consi D ar-Vj.L' distance ircu"Di at ̂ 1 
wost of tho orofisin . 0T I' j cf th" burvivin O C C U P A N T S of tho 
bus said t.ĥ it tho bus "ns not sto[>p^D short, of th- C R O S R I R J " . 

Th" lavs of tti' st't'5 of South Oaroiina r^cuir D school ousss 
to S T O P wi tl in F;0 f o R T hut rot loss than 1 0 t'°"t I'ror tho 
nearest railroad track A I D not. to P R O C E E D until it is safe to 
do so. Jt could not tr- d lit ermhnod vhy th" driver failed to 
take action to stop th bus snort of tho crossing, as he "?as 
kilxod in tho aecidont. 
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It is found that this accident wa:; eaus-c by failure to 
operate a' echool bus approaching a railroad ^rcssing at grai-
in accord an eo '̂ith reguiToments of law. 

hated at V'ashingto'n, B. C , tnis tvo/ity-seventh 
day of January, 19 A 9. 

Ey the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

(SF/VL) 


