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FEailroad:

Date:

Location:

ind of accident:
Fquipment involved:
Train number:
frigine nummber:
Grnsist:
"stim~ted cpeads:
Cperation:

Track:

Bl hway:

Wegther:
Time:
CCasuzlties:

Causce:

SUNMIARY

Scuthern
December 18, 1946
01d Tovn, &. O.

Collision

Passanger train : 8chonl bus
§
18 :

13%4 :

7 cars :

45 m. p. h. : Unknown
Timaetable nnd traoin orders
Sin~le; Lansenb; lavol

Tangemt; cresses track ab ricnt
angies; level

Misting

8:10 «. m.

12 killed; 1C injured

Fajlure to operate e school ous
cpnroachinge ™ ilroad crossing -t

grade In wcenrdances vit':y requirs-
nalbs o law



TUTTRETATE

0

CCILLERCE COMZITSRTION

Tyd OTICATICS IG. 3010
T T" MATTER OF "ALTINC ACCTLREIT IMVESTIGATION RTTPOPTSR
LFR ThE ACCTIDEPIT RTPOPTS ACT OF CAY &, 1010.
SOUTHEFN BATTVAY CUFANY
dJanu vy 27, 1947
weceidont pear Old Tovn, 3. G., o Decent.or 18, L9LL, causeld
ny Tat Luu; to m;m- B 3 scelinul ous wpnroaching v rall-
road c-oassin. 2l -rrde in 1coeerdance - ith rezauiro =nts
ot law.
. n T - O al ~ [ AT ']'
RREPORT Th™ CO. I2LT3M
CATTFPSON, corvidacionsr: '
)

On Decer ber 18, 1G4/, there vas 5 collision -between s
pesoexczer troin o the fovtrern Leilrav snd a schecl bus nt
a H_n—‘“'mr gradzs cressing near 014 Tomn, . C nrjch resulted
in the deatk of 11 dus pasrengers and trke nuas driver, ~nd the
injury of 10 bus passengers. Thics accident 1os 1n’vest*’ ratad
in voniuncticn th y represeaitative of the Puniic Service
Com@m} :sion o2 Souvth Corolinoe.

nder antlority of caction 17 (2) of &l Interst te (o--
merce Act the 1iove- Mh tled proceedin van refer-ed pv bLh=
Cemniseion te Cosissionsr Patlerson for cencideraticor and
g sposition.



cemee >

*1F 00€

oo JUDIURY, '
fog ] . }
o '

€ B T T R o S L T, \
. o = : }
. @GO . \
: Bt~ . i
‘ —~ . !
: Qb |
. . '
Y- *- +
H {
» ) = ﬂ
17 00t U

«— U0}STY CL . '
: |
" u.‘.in._.. .

[FV NN f

1

+42 .
- &
| 9]
o) .
. ) 99}
] Q
e O o - [ N
. (5] - [0]
sEE _EBEgES
G m o] ~
ntg ON 20O 0Q A
o =T O o =3 b
O e 42 efq o O &g
i+ = S M <+ oo~
nwoMm oA TN OoWN O
~ o —l 13 o
<z oy @} s ]
O -- N -0 ---0--—-0

0
.

-
'

O
o
<
= £ .
o o -
O £ m_
® o N
T s TS
o o -
(S}
+© o
= e .
od +
,— C fd
n
> S 2 N T g ee s
- S &
(. ._Uo /O} r_.l
- St — S0
« Q
e s R 1
. S _.. [ S
» LS n_l_o 2]
i — ~ Mo
* ﬂlUlm
.IU‘.tifl)llll. ———————— - XIAc\J - - .X- R S .
XE L T ~— 3T *oN
wler -VUITS TUISSOID o
‘F-1ET CPEOITTEL J .
v C
»“ ' 5 /n
u“ -, " .u\ @
a & Pl
f -~ ! Ay
& .. N
N e §
<o g2
~ % ‘88
//O.n,«/L ..fv;v{m.m Q
AN <
AXV ~

oY6T ‘e Jeawsda(
"0 s ‘w.o pIo

OmJ N
- ~ A~
. ~.. .pr\ \/\N/{ —
S~ ) Al

. s TR, ;
L el B

el . /!//.l\: 3
O - B A -
SR o,
Ve ”
.......... wh

OTTTAUSSIL) G, -~ >



®

ANea

- Inv-3050

Location of Accident and sietinod of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Columbia

Division extohding between Greenville and ilston, S. C.,
11e. 7 miles a 3ingle track line, over which trains are

operatad by Timetab]e and Ltrrin orders. Tazsre is 116 ovlook
systeu in use. The accident occurrcd 87.22 wiles east ol
Greenville and 3.02 miles east of the st.tion st 01ld Town,
vhere the railroud 1s erossed st grade by a county highway.
Trom the west c¢n the railroad there is a tangent 1,673 rest
to the point of acvcident and 1,545 feet eastward. The grade
is practicaily level.

Tiie highv=y intersects the railrecad at sht an-les,

and 1= an-uninproved poad about 1/ Teet wide. From Lhie nor+h
cr the highway ther= is a compouad curve to the right, the
wavimum corvature of which i apuroximetelv 207, about 500
Teat in lengtlr, which is Ffellow=d bv a tangent 1020 Fest to tia
cros=ing =nd¢ about 301 feet southvard. Ti- predes for =cutn-
bound vehicles is, sveesssiveoly, practically levsl 500 fe=t,
3.0 percent accendina 50 {ent and L.0 percest ﬂscnndinr U
Ta-t to th= cressing, tken it is levael over the cressing and
some distance sonthward. The crogsing i1s =bout 14 Teet vide

a1d 1s surv=ced - ith a migture ¢cf cinders, ston=s dust -=nd soil.

In advance roilroad-erossing ci-on i3 Located 250 feeog
north of the crossing ~nd 2bout 5 fort v2s5t o the hishvay.
This si.m is n dige 7/ inthes in diareoter aad swount e on a
mast 9 feet anovs the level of tLhe highwar, It bears = hori-
zontal line and o vertical liae intersectin: at rizht anclec
at its ceater and the letters "I..R." in Jolack on =~ white
background. A standard cross-buck viilrcad-crossin, <sicn
is located to the vi.ht of the directiomn of gsoulh-Lound
traffic, 13 Teet nerth of the cronter-line of the track ani
13 feet west of the conter-line ol tre hirhway Thiz si a
ie mounted on 1 wast 9 feet above thﬁ lsveil of tre hiishwar,
and hears tlhe words "RAILKOAD CRCSSING" in blaclk on a “U]t“
hrackground. A crossing-whistle ulgn or anst-oound traims
is located 1,515 feot west of tns crossing..

Operating rules read in part as rollows:

1L. INGINE VEISTLE SIGUALS
Mote--The signals prescrioed are illustrated
by "o" for short sounds; "—" for longsr counds.
* kK
Sound Indication
* x k
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(1) o “rproachine public crossing
a4t gradae., Th-~ sional
repeat ~d or tho last soun-
prolonged until c¢roscin-
r=ichad.

* k % .Ig

-

Gruotion 1.26-3, nZ tho loter Ve
Sarclina, reads in part as follows

w1

ct+
9]
de Y, [ BN

189

hicia Laws of South

* k%

(L?) Stow pbcfore crogsin. reilvesd trock.--The
operator of =ny school bur nhali, petrore crossing
at a4 grad: =snv tracd or bracks of anv railroad,
rine is vehliois to a full »nd coaiztc stop
Tithin nobt L2335 th.o. {10Y feet ror meore than fifty

(500 fert from Lr~ neoraest rail of the trock

necrost to the front of such velilele and shall
\ attor zacl stop wscortain il it is cafe to pro-

2e~d r~7ore crogsic: such tracn or tracgs.

.oF X

Th2 maximim ~uthorized speew for th- train invo
vaos 50 wil s per hour.

Descriptior of Ac iuasr

sa

Ho. 17, an oast-beund tirst-class pass nzer train, con-

sisted of opgine 1341, twe express cars, one bawcage-evpross
“ar, one bhagcace mail car, one unuu,lfﬁr—u1pfu*ﬁ car, ons

c*q“h and on< Pulliman sl<eeping c¢ar, in thn crder nam= The

Hi"2ll -

second car was ol stocl-underframe coastruction, -nd tie

L

reqaind~r vere of all-sta~l conutruub¢o“. This train daparted

“rem tre-nweod, tha last open office, 27.82 miles west of tLhe

IS NS | I}
nag-ed
[aNa)
33

S

point o accident, at 7:05% a. m., 1 hour 3% minutes late
C1ld Mevwn and wnile wovin- ot an estimatod *pﬁOd of L5 i
per

-

ale: 1e
heur it struck o school bus on 2 Li, hway -rade crossin
.02 wilrs oust ¢f the statjon ot Cld Town.

Th< bus involv~d was owacd and o) ~rated nv a regident of

ilver 8¥pact, S, . It bers Lout” Carc Llina Llicenswe No. 1G7.
river iield Jouth Carciina ccial ~naul'leur’ ,3 iicenge ‘
- i

Too 22752 The tas was o 1935, A—“nu“ , (hevroloet nodel,
cmippod viith cuol tires on th~o rear whe=les, and mec%anﬁo‘Lly
cpersted foct sna hand Ybrakes. Tne body ot the bus was of
comnperite construction, 1nich (cnsisted of metal sides aac
tor cub:ide and plastic-wood liniap insidcoc. It w=igh<d 5,380
pounas. 1~ windshield ond the s3ide windows vare 3o arrargad
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river hW.d unr-strict
le vas occupied Hv &
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=, was novine southware on tht hizhess gt o0 vilororm moen :
IS PO 2 - e “«3 - - 4+ N Yy T 7
vhien it ontered upon the croscin. snd ‘e struck hw No.o 1

Th-~ »ous vae Jaomolicned, Th  osui-i.~ng -
doreoilea, adé the tr2in stop:od with sre frongt ond ol reo
50 foo, c<ast of the crocoinr. ront ol .o
ne vas glichLly damrae ~d,

,_
)

ThH was risting at tho i, 2 of Lo accident, 7T1ixh ocon v

urin- ths
th~ avera,e cail
Turin~ the 2.L-nn0
1945, 24 autcmob

41 veriod precodin, Ko dad of L accolidmm
o omovommait of traips over o oeronsin, was 3.7,
L
)

icd vi-innine at £ po m., wreemo T 20,
, ~ btrucks, -nn 4 btraias parzvedl avor Lo ,

! .

Liscunsicn ‘
Mos 18 e ayproaching to- crossineg at 2 speed o aboat

L5 ajles par nour in terzitor7s ~her: ths acximunr authorlz o4 ’

gpasa we> S0 gpilce poe hour.s Tho vListl - sienndl for tho

>rossins was gounc-s in comnglian.s Itho B0 rul s, =2nd tne

last tlast of Ly =righle vmg o-ing soune .d &3 tie main-

nter<3d nupcn tho crossine, To- fivensn Tirst st tho btus then ;

it wac moving southe:rs o thy ~icrwa, asout LA oot north cf

the cressing. At to<t tin- the oncin- vas apout 109 Pt versd 3

of the crogsins,. Thz: iivonan iwrediay i cell=d a ~=rninz to

th2 onesineor, hic weved b brake valve to - crgencey vosetiinn, :

rut the collision nueurred bhetnr > thro eooeszd of the broin vag ’

T g1

rmateriall; reduced. Trh~o hrokes of Ne. 19 »ad ner» be-tea -nd

had funchtioned preo-ovly n route,

T, dvivor of Lhe g2tcol onzs v oan »~¥peri-ncead d“ivo“
nat wag L aniliar witt the route. Visicility was not imp~ired

by woather conditions and the driver coulad have saoen € o
approaching t—1in throusuout & concideravic Zistanc jmu~diat-oly

i

west of the crossin . One of tho eurvivin ocnupunts aof tho
bus gaid that thoe bus w3s nobt stopped siort of £iir c¢ressins
Trhe laws o tn- st 't~ ol South Uarolina r-ouir: schnOL DUSTS
to stop wiklin 5C¢ Toci Dut not lass than 10 fent Uror ke
rearecst railrcad track ai1¢ net to procood uon safle to
do s0. Tt could not Y~ doetermined why the dris §

take action to stop Ll »us snoert of tre crossing, as he as
kijited in the accidont.
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It i2 founa thoet tilis aceident was caus-< By rfailure to
op-rate & c2hool bus arpreaching A reilrosd .recssing at grale
in =ccordance vith r2quirocments o7 law.

Tated at Vaslingtorn, . C., this tvoaty-s-veonth
cay o January, 1947.

By the Comniszion, Commissionsr Pattorsen.

(SFAL)




