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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

RIPORT OF "HE DJIRECTYOR OF THEX BUREAU OF SaFETY CONCERNIING
AN ACCIDs. T ON THS JOUTHEIRN RAILWAY SYSTEM AT KINSLER,
b . O vy ON DLUJlL:ﬁLR 19 lg -)AJ.

January 19, 1330

To cne Cortilssion:

On Decempber 19, 1935, there was a derallment of a freight
train on the Southern Railway System at Kinsler, 8. ¢., which
resulted 1n thne death of two trespassers and the injury of five
trespassers.

Location and nethod of oparation

This accident cccurred on that part of the Colurnbia
Division which extends betwea2a Columbia and Hardeeville, 3.C.,
2 disicace of 130.6 nmiles. [a the vicinity of the point of
acclaent this 18 a single~track line over which trains are
operated by time-table and train orders, no block-sipnal systen
beilng 1n use. The acecideat occurred at a point approximotely
40 feet south of a facing point switch leading to a spur itrack,
known as Xinsler. Approachlng this point fro:n the north, there
are 2,720 feet of tangent track, this tangeat extending for some
alSUance bevond. The grade 1s level at the poaint of accident.
Tae spur track 1s located on the east side of the main track,
has a capacity of seven cais, and at the time of the accident
four e:mty cars were ctored on 1t.

The track 1s laid with EC-pound reils, 33 feet in length,
witn 20 hardwood tilet to the rarl-length, single-spiked, 40 per
ceas tie-plated, and rallasted with cinders bto a depth ol 123
1ncics8s The track 15 1n good coaditlon and wesll maintatncd.

The weather was clear as the time of the accideny,wnach
occuarred about 5.37 DelMe

Description

Joutnbound second-class freipht train lio. 53 consisted of
34 cars and a cabeoosc, haaled Ly en,lne 4721, ~nd 7as 1n charge
of Jonductor Griffin a1d Enginenan choden. Tnis train departed
fronn Andrcws Y.rd, Colwmhia, 4.7 milzss north of Kinsler, at
P.t1., 2 hours anu Z0 D1HUuuS late, according to the train
neet, aad was derailed at Kiusler while traveling at a speed
tl.acted to have been between 25 and 30 niles per hour.

The rear truck of the sixteenth car was derailled and nissing-
wanewn the car stopped approximately 365 fect beyond the initial
oo1at of derailuent, tne lead truck rermained on the track and the
rear end of the car rested on the ground between the mala track
and the spur track. The following eight cars were derailled and



stopped at various angles to the track, two of them being destroy-
ed while the others suctained heavy darmapes. One of the cars
stanning on the spur track was destroyed and another was daneaged.

sumriary of evidence

Eni,ineman Medden stated that he noticed nothing unusual 1n

the Loverient of the train up to the time of the derailinsni, he

as opeiating the train at a speed of about 00 niles per nour
thn he felt a jJerk and on looking pack he saw the cars turning
over and tne brakes applied before ne could rove the brake-velve
handles On exanining the track after the accident ths first
uarks of deraillnent were fouad on the ties, between the switch
poi1at and the frog; he noticed shat the rear truck was nissing
fron under the sixteenth car but could not locate 1t in the
wrecxif,e. The air brakes nad been tested betfore lsaving Andrews
Yard and funciioned vproperly en route.

Fireman ”ennell, Head Brakeman 8elf aad Counductor Griffin
observed the train as 1t rounded curves en route. Filre.an
Fennell stated that he last looked back over the train on leaving
Cayce, approxirmately 4 miles north of Kinsler, while Conductor
Grilfin rode on the rear snd of the caboose until after the train
rassed 1lhe curves about l} rmilss north of Kinsler and Brakenan
Jelf also looked back over the train in that vicinity, but nothing
unusual was noted., On departin{, from Andrews Yard tne entire
train pulled by Conductor Griffin and about one-half of the train
pulled by Flagman Wilson; itheilr observations were made on the
enginenan's 51de of the traln and nothlng wrong was detected.
Ixa.ination of the track oy Coaductor Griffin after the accident
ravealed nothlng wrong with the track and the switch was 1n gocd
condition,

General Foreman of Car Repairs Dunning stated that ns went
to the scene of tne accident and 1ade an exarination of the track
aad equipnsent, and was of the opinion that the accident was
caused by the breaking of the vottom arch bar on i1he lefi{ sade
of tne rear tiuck of the cixtecntih car, apparently caused oy an
olé defect, concealed and not subject to discovery by ordinary
iaspectilon.

Car Inspectors 3.11th and Antlsy rade the usual air-brake
test anc a thorough i1nspection of the cquiprient of train No.53
before 1ts departure from andrews Yard and no defscts were found.
They give particular attention to cars with the type ol truck
i1avolved 1n this accident, and 1n the past quite 2 nuarcer of
cracks havc veen found. OCar Inspector Srmith examined the broken
arch ber after the occurrence of the accident and was of the
opinion that 1t was an old defect, and Car Inspector Antley
sta ced that had this defect been visible they would have discover—
ad 118 presence.
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Examination of the track north of the point of accident by
the Commission's insdpector disclosed it to be in good condition,
well raintained, and there was no evidence of anything having
besn dragging. The switch leading to the spur track, eguipped
with a New Century stand, was in good condition with the switch
roint fitting cleose to the stock rail. The first mark of derail-
rent was a Ilange rark on the ball of the east or left rail 40
feet south of the switch point; this mark continued on tne ball
of the rail a distance of about 6 feet, and was followed by well-
defined flange marks on the ties on the east side of the track,
At the time of this inspection the ties under the frog had been
reneved so no further marks could be seen. Examination of the
rear truck of the sixteenth car, Southern 3823946, disclosed that
the votton arch bar on the left side was broken at the bead over
the r1ront Journal box. The break consisted of approxinately 50
per cent old defect and apparently could not have been found by
i1z usual inspection. The car had a capaclty of 100,000 pounds,
witn & load limit of 126,000 pounds, and at the time of the
acecident contained 90,000 pounds of coal.

Conclusilons
This accident apparently was c¢aused by o broken arch bar.

Staterients of the menbers of the crew indicated that they
werec not aware of anything wrong up to the time of the accident,
while the track was found to be 1n good condition and there was
no evidence of anything dragging. Examination of the equipment,
however, revedled the presence of a broken arch bar, and 1t 1s
balieved that this 1s what caused the derailment of the train.
It had broken as a result of an old defect, not discoverable bty
ordinary inspectlion.

Respectfully subniitted,

W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



