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C A U S E 

November 25, 1957 

Southern Pac i f ic 

P a i o Robles, Calif 

Coll i i ion 

Pasienger train Motortruck 

99 

Diesel-electric units 
6040, 5917 and 6042 

12 cars 

62 m p h 5 m p h 

Timetable, train orders, and automatic block 
signal system 

Single, tangent, 0 50 percent descending grade 
westward 

Tangent, crosses track at angle of 90° ; level 

Clear 

2 00 p m 

B Infured 

Motortruck occupying rail-highway grade cross! 
immediately In front of approaching train 
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I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E COMMISSION 

R E P O R T NO 3791 

IN T H E M A T T E R O F M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S U N D E R 
THE A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T O F M A Y 6, 1910 

SOU! Hf PN PACIFIC COMPANY 

June 24, i958 

Accident a* P a s o Roble^ , Cali i , O P Novfe ^ne 25, 1957, caused by a motortruifc occupying 
a rail-highway grade crossing immediareK r iront of n approaching train 

REPORT OF THE COMMAS 

TUGGLE, Commissioner 

On November 25, 1957, fnere wo-, i ihsion belweer a passenger train on the line of the 
Southern Paci f ic Company and a motortruck ,f i rail-highway arade crossing at Paso Robies , Calif 
which resulted m the in]ury of 3 passpi .gei ; , 1 painte-iance-of-wav employees , and 2 train-service 
employees 

Undei aulho-ity oi section ~> (2) of the Interstate Commerce Act the above-entitled proreeding was 
reierred by the Commssion to "onuinfasiOner lugglfc- ior crnsideration and disposition 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

T H I C ACCIDENT OCCURRED OR "HAT PAR+ OF THE COAST DIVISION E \ T E N LING BE'WCEN SAN L U I S O B I S P O 
AND KING CITY, CALIF 8 8 4 MILE^ II +HE VIC_NITY OF THE POINT OT ACCIDENT THIS IS U SINGLE-TRACK LINE 
OVER WHICH TRAINS ARE OPERATED BY TUIETAL LE, TRAM ORDERS, AND IN AUTOMATIC BLOCK-SIGNAL S Y S T E M 
TIMETABLE URECTIONS ON THE RAILROAD AIE EAST AND WEST, IND THESE DIRECTIONS ARE USED IN THIS REPORT 
IN THE VICINITY OF THE POINT OF ACCIDENT A WESTBOUND TR I N B> TIMETABLE AIRECTION M O V E S TOWARD THE 
NORTH BY CI/NPASS DIRECLION AT P A S O POBLO 1-, COLLI , 3 5 8 N LIES A'T.?T of SAN LU I S O M S P O , A SIDING 
AND A SPUR TRACK 3,371 FEET AND 3,246 FEET M LENGTN, RESPECTIVELY, PARALLEL THE MAIN TRACK T H E 
CENTERS OF 'HESE TRACKS ARE LOCATED 1 3 FEET ANA 26 FEET RESPECTIVELY, NORTH O^ THE CENTER OF THE M A I N 
TRACK T H E WESL SWITCH OF THE SIDING A ND THE WEST END OF THE SPUR TRACK ARE LOCATED, RESPECTIVELY, 
1,813 FEET AND 1,855 IEET WEST OF THE STATION T H E ACCIDENT OCCURRED ON THE M A M TRACK AT A POINT 
1,632 TEET W E S T OF THE STATION WHERE THE TRACKS ARE ROSSED AT GRADE BY 12 TH STREET F R O M THE EAST 
THERE ARE, M SUCCESSION, A 2 O 0 F C U R , / E + O THE LEFT 1 )45 FEET IN LENGTH, A ND I TANGENT 2,286 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF ACCIDENT A N D 19^ IEET WNSTWARD T H E JRADE FOR WE S T B O U N D TRAIN? IS 0 5 0 PERCENT DE­
SCENDING AT THE POINT OF ACCIDENT 

IN THE VICINITY OF THE O O M T OF ACCIDENT R I V ^ I D E A V E N U E PARALLELS THE RAILROAD ON THE NORTH 
THIS HIGHWAY IS SURFACED WIT; BITUMINOUS IRCITCML TO A W ± I T H OF 2 5 IEET T H E CENTERHNE OF THE 
HIGHWAY ^ APPROXIMATELY 2 2 0 FEET NORTH OL THE CENIEIHNE OF THE M A I N TRACK TWELFTH STREET EXTENDS 
SOUTHWARD FROM RIVERSIDE A V E N U T AND INTERSECTS HE TRACKS AT AN ANGLE OF 9 0 DEGREES T H I S STREET 
IS SURFACED WITH BITUMINOUS 'RATENAL TC A VWDTL I >1 77 FEEL FROM RIVERSIDE A V E N U E THROUGHOUT A DIS­
TANCE OF APPROXIMATELY 1 6 5 FEE:, IND TO A WIDTH O 56 IEET C O U T H W A R D FRO'I TNAT LOCATION PLANKING IS 
LAID ALONG EACH SIDE OF EACH RAIL OF THE '- PUI T RARK, -^DIRG, A N D N A M TRACK AT THE CROSSING T H E 
PORTIONS >i THE STREET B E T W E E N THE INSIDE PLANKI'U OF THE IT TRACKS IS SURFACED WITH BITUMINOUS M A ­
TERIAL < WELFTH STREET IS TANGENT IT IMEDIALELY NORTH AND OOUTH OF THE POINT OF ACCIDENT F R O M THE 
NORTH THE GRADE IS, SUCCESSIVELY, 4 b PERCENT A CENDIRG 1 7 0 FEET TO THE NORTH RAIL OF THE SPUR TRACK, 
AND LEVE 1 THROUGHOUT THE WIDTH ^F THE AO*- SING 

A CIRCULAR RAILROAD-CROSSING ADVANCE-^ AIRM u SIGN IT LOCATED 3 4 FEET WEST OF THE CENTE R H N E 
OF THE STREET AND 165 FEET NORTH O. THE RENTER 1 NR J' THE M A M TRACK THIS CIGN IS 2 FEET IN DIAMETER 
IT BEARS C VERTICAL LINE, A HOUZONTAL I M P , AR J ITE LETTER1- " R R " IN BLANK T H E LINES AND LETTERS ARE 
PROVIDED ,VITH REFLECTOR BUTTONS A CTARIDIH RO-> -.BUCK RAILMAD-CIOS^MG &IGN IS LOCATED 2 7 FEET W E S T 
OF THE CENTERHNE OF THE NI G H W A Y AND 4 5 tet T NORTH ot THE CENTERIRIE OF THE N A M TRACK T H I S SIGN IS 
M O U N T E D M A M A S T 9 FEET ABOVE TNI LEVEL IF THE OTRCCT A SIMILOR SIGN IS LOCATED IN THE SOUTHEAST 
ANGLE OF THE INTERSECTION A RAILROAD-CRO -, -UNA -LGNAL NF THE W I G W A G TYPE IS LOCATED 3 0 FEET EAST OF 
THE CENTER'ME OF THE STREET A ND ;5 IEET COUTH OF THE CENTERHNE OF TT^ MAIN TRACK T H E CENTER OF THE 
BANNER OL M E DEVICE IS LOCATEA 13 IEET 8 INCHES ABOVE THE LEVEJ OF THE STREET T H E BANNER IS 1 FOOT 
9 INCHES IN DIAMETER IT BEARS A HORIZONTAL LINE, I VERTICAL LINE, AND A BORDER IN BLACK ON A WHITE 
BACKGROUND AND IS PIOVIDOA WITL A H O O D E D LED LIGHT AT ITS CENTER T H E WARNING ASPECT IS DISPLAYED 
B Y THE SWINGING OF THE BANNER A ND THE ILLUMINATION OF THE RED LIGHT A WARNING BELL S O U N D S WHILE 
THE SIGNAL S OPERATING T H E SIGNAL S ACTUATED W H E N A W E S T B O U N D TRAM OCCUPIES ANY PORTION OF THE 
MAIN TRACK IHROUQHOUT A DISTANCE OF 2,815 FEET IMMEDIATELY EAST OF THE CROSSING A CROSSING-WHISTLE 
SIGN FOR WE S T B O U N D TRAINS IS LOCATED 9 4 7 FEET EAST OF THE CENTERHNE OF 12TH STREET 

THIS, CARRIER'S OPERATING RULES LEAD IN PART AS FOLLOWS 

M FNGINE WHISTLI S1GNA1 b 

'Mote THE siqnal"* PRESCRIBED are ILLUSTRATED by "a" FOR SHORT ROUNDS, " - - " lor longer 
ROUNDS " * * 
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SOUND INDICATION 

(J) o Approaching public crossings at grade, 
* * * to be commenced salticiently 
in advance to alford an pie warning, 
bat not less than one-faiirth mile 
before reaching a crossing, and pro­
longed or repeated until engine has 
passed over the crossing 

17 The headlight ,-rust be displayed to the front of every train day and night * * * 

1 7 - A When an enqine is running by day, headlight must be displayed to the front in direc­
tion of movement, when such movement involves crossing of streets, roads, or highways at 
grade 

« * * 

I7-D Oscillating whits hqht on engines, t>o equipped * * * mui.1 be operated approaching 
road crossings at grade both day and niqht under all conditions 

* * * 

3 0 The engine be]] ITUM be rung * * * while approaching public crossings at grade, begin­
ning sufficiently in advance to afford ample warning, but no! less than one-fourth mile bffore 
reaching such crossing and continuing until the enqine has passed over the crossing, * * » 

Motor veh-icle laws of the* State of C ahfornia r<"jad in cart as follows 

576 Pertain Vehicles Wutit Stop at All Railway Grade Crossings (•) The driver of any 
motor vehicle * * * or of any motor tank truck, tank trailer or tank semitrailer, used in the 
transportation of flammable liquids * * * as a carqo or part of a cargo, whether loaded or 
empty, before crossing at grade jriy track J R tracks of a rallwuy * * * shall stop such vehicle 
not less than 1 0 nor more than 50 feet from the nearest rail of such track and while so stopped 
shall listen, and look in both directions alcng &uch track, lor any approaching railway train, 
interurban car or other vehicle using bt. h r nJ before traversing such crossing, * * * Such 
vehicle shall remain standing while any ti am is moving toward the crossing and is close 
enough to constitute an immediate1 hazard 

* •* * 

The maximum authorized speed lex passenger trains in the vicinity of the point of accident 

i s 65 miles per hour 

Description of Accident 

No 99, a westbound first-claos passenger train, consis ted of d iese l -e lec t r ic units 6040, 

5917, and 6042, coupled in multiple-unit control, 1 baggage-chair car, 2 chair cars, 3 dining ears, 

4 chair cars, 1 tavtrn cai , and 1 observation car, m the order named All cars were of lightweight 
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steel construction and were equipped with tightlock couplers This train depurted from San Luis 
Obispo at 12 51 p m , on time, passed Paso Robles , the last open office, at 1 58 p rn , and while 
moving at a speed of 62 miles per hour, as indicated by the tape of the speed-recording dev ice , it 
struck, a motoitruck at a point 1,632 feet west of the station at Paso Robles where the railroad is 
crossed at grade by 12th Street 

The vehicle involved consisted of a tractor sen i-trailer, and a trailer owned by Miles and 
Sons Trucking Service, Mercea, Calif The driver, wno was the sole occupant, held California 
chauffeur's l icense No Bl 16408 The tractor was a 1957 Kenworth and bore California l i cense 
X51957 It was powered by a diesel engine and was provided with a conventional cab and dual drive 
wheels The semi-trailer was a 1950 Fruehauf tank type and bore California l i cense No 932703 
It was provided with dual wheels The capacity of the semi-trailer was 3,700 gallons The trailer 
was a 1950 Fruehauf tank type and bore California l icense No 932834 It was provided with dual 
wheels at the front and rear The capacity of the trailer was 4,000 gal lons These units were 
equipped with air brakes At the time of the accident the semi-trailer was loaded with 2,800 gallons 
of s tove oil and the trailer was loaded with 3,575 gallons of diesel fuel oil The overall length of 
the vehicle was 60 feet and the gross weight was 76,176 pounds This vehicle proceeded westward 
on Riverside Avenue, entered 12th Street, entered the crossing at an estimated speed of 5 miles per 
hour and was struck by No 99 

No 99 struck the semi-trailer and an explosion occurred Burning oil from the vehic le en­
tered the control compartment and the engine compartment of the first diesel-electr icunit and covered 
the north side of the second and third diesel-electr ic units, and the first to the fifth cars, inclusive 
This tram stopped with the front end of the locomotive 5,087 feet west of the crossing No separa­
tions occurred between units of the train and none of the equipment was derailed The first and 
second diesel-electr ic units were heavily damaged by fire The third diesel-e lectr ic unit and the 
first to the fifth cars, inclusive, were slightly damaged by fire Separation occurred between the 
units of the vehicle The tractor stopped upright on 12th Street parallel to the tracks and 25 feet 
south of the main track The semi-trailer was broken into two parts One portion stopped 130 feet 
west of the crossing and 14 feet north of the main track, and the other portion stopped 173 feet west 
of the crossing and 9 feet north of the main track The trailer stopped on its s ide on 12th Street 14 
feet north of the mam track The semi-trailer was destroyed, and the tractor and trailer were heavily 
damaged 

The engineer and the fireman of No 99 were injured The three maintenance-of-way em­
ployees who were injured were performing work in the vicinity of the point of accident 

The weather was cleai at the time of the accident, which occurred at 2 00 p m 

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident the average daily movement over 
the crossing was 15 4 trams During the 24-hour period beginning at 9 00 a m December 3, 1957, 
395 automobiles and 172 motortrucks passed over the crossing 

Discussion 

At the time of the accident No 921, a westbound third-class freight train, was standing on 
the siding with the front end of the first diesel-electr ic unit approximately 370 feet east of 12th 
Street The range of vision between a vehicle approaching the crossing from the north on 12th Street 
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Dated at Washington, D C , this twenty-fourth 
day of June, 1958 

By the Commission, Commissioner Tuggle 

(SEAL} HAROLD D McCOY, 

Secretary 

and a train approaching from the east on the main track was restricted by No 921 From points 25 
ieet and 15 feet north of the mam track No 99 could be seen by the driver of the motortruck involved 
in the accident throughout a distance of approximately 400 feet and 800 feet, respectively 

A s No 99 was approaching the point where the accident occurred the enginemen were_ in the 
control compartment of the first d iesel-e lectr ic unit and were maintaining a lookout ahead The 
conductor and the front brakeman were in the first car, and the flagman was in the rear car The 
brakes of this train had been tested and had functioned properly when used en route The headlight 
and the osci l la t ing headlight were lighted The engineer was sounding the grade-crossing whistle 
signal and the bell was ringing when the col l i s ion occurred The enginemen observed the motortruck 
entering the crossing when the train was approximately 150 feet east of the crossing The engineer 
immediately initiated an emergency brake application He said that he kept the throttle in open posi­
tion in order to prevent the possibil i ty of the tram stopping near burning oil The first the members 
of the train crew became aware of anything being wrong was when the co l l i s ion occurred 

The driver said that as the motortruck was approaching the point where the accident o c ­
curred he observed that trie wigwag warning signal was functioning He said he thought that it was 
being actuated by No 921 Witnesses said that the motortruck was not stopped before entering the 
crossing as reguired by the motor vehic le laws of the State of California, and that it was moving at 
a speed of approximately 5 miles per hour when it entered the crossing 

At the time the accident occurred the driver of the motortruck was 62 years of age and had 
been employea in that capacity by the motor carrier s ince January 6, 1949 From that date until the 
accident occurred he had not been involved m a chargeable accident 

Cause 

This accident was caused by a motortruck occupying a rail-highway grade crossing immedi­
ately in front of an approaching train 


