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PASO ROBLES, CALIF

NOVEMBEER 25, 1957

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

Washington



DATE

RAILROCAD

LOCATION

KIND OF ACCIDENT

EQUIPMENT INVOLVED

TRAIN NUMBER

LOCOMOTIVE NUMBER

CONSIST

SPEEDS

OPERATION

TRACK

HIGHWAY

WEATHER

TIME

CASUALTIES

CAUSE

7N

SUMMARY

$5§

November 25, 1957
Southern Pacific

Paso Robles, Calif

Collision
Passenger train Matarttuck
99

Diesel-eloctric units
6040, 5917 and 8042

12 cars

62m p h 5mph

Timetable, train orders, and avtomatic hlock
signal system

Single, tongent, 0 50 percent descending grode
westward

Tangent, crosses track at angle of 90°; fevel
Clear

200p m

8 Injured

Motortruck occupying rail-highway grade crossing
immediotely in front of epproaching train



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO 3751

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER
THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910

SOUTHF RN PACIFIC COMPANY

June 24, 1958

Accident at Pasc Robles, Calit , o0 Neove e 25, 1957, caused by a wotortruck occupying

¢ rml-highway grade cressing immediareiy r iront of n approdgching train

!
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

TUGCLE, Commissioner

On November 25, 1957, tnere wo~ 1 1lision belweer g passenger train on the (ne of the

Southern Facifiz { o npany and a motortruck .t 5 rail-highway arade crossirg at Paso Robles, Calif

which resulted in the injury of 3 paszengerZ, 3 raintenance-ci-way omployees, and 2 train-service

smployees

Under autho-ity of sectian 7 {2} of the Infersfate Corumerce Act the cbove-entitled proreeding was

referred by the Commission tc Tommissioner Tugale !or consigeration ond disposition
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This gccident occurred or “hat part of the Coast Division exten ling between San Luis Obispo
and ¥ing City, Calif 88 4 nales T the vic_nuty of the roint ot arcident this 15 u single-truck line
over which trains are aperated by tuuetal le, tramn orders, and n automatic blech-signal system
Tiretable {irections on the railroqa aie easl and west, 1nd these direchions are used in this report
In the vicinity of the point of accident a westlound tran by tiuetable awrection moves toward the
north by compass direclion At Pase Rablee, Calal |, 3% 8 niles wezt of San Lws Oblspo, a siding
and o spur track 3,371 feet and 3,246 feet 1n lengtn, respectively, paralle]l the main track The
centers of 'hese tracks are lecated 13 feet anu 26 feet respectively, narth of the center of the main
track The wesl switch of the si1ding and the west end of the spur track are located, respectively,
1,813 feet and 1,855 teet west of the station  The accident occurred on the mawn track at a point
1,632 teet west of the station where the tracks are rossed at grade by 12th Street  From the east
there are, 1 successicn, ¢ 79017 curve to the left 1 145 feet 1 length, and 1 tangent 2,286 feet to
the point of accident and 197 jeet weslward  The jade for westbound traine 1s O 50 percent de-
scending at the point of accident

In the vicinuty of the roint of accident Kiver_oide Avenue parallels the railrcad on the north
This highway 1s surfaced witr bitwminous raterril to a wolth 2t 25 teet  The centerline of the
highway .: approximately 220 feet nurth of the centerline of the main track  ['welfth Street extends
southwar~ from Riverside Avenue and intersects le tracks at an angle of 30 deqgrees This street
1s surfaced vath bitumi nous waterial tc a width of 27 feet from Riverside Avenue throughout a dis-
tance of approximately 165 feer, 1nd to a wanlh o 56 {feet =outhward fron tnat location Planking 1s
laid aleng each side of each ral of the <pw trach, -idirg, and nain track at the crossing The
portions of the street between the nside plankrra of the-e tracks 1s surfuced with mtuminous ma-
tennal v welfth Strest s tangent 1 unediately north and scuth of the point of accident  From the
north the grade 1s, successively, 4 & rercent 9 cendirg 170 teet to the porth rail of the spur track,
and leve! throughout the width ~f the ci1o0<=1ng

A circular rullroad-crossing advance-wanir o <1gn 1= located 34 feet west of the centerline
of the street and 165 feet nortt. o, the center’ ne of the maw track  This -1gn 1s 2 feet 1n diameter
It bears v vertical line, a honizontal hine, ar ? 1te letters “RRY 1n biark  The lines and letters are
provided with reflector buttons A standr? ros-bhuck railroad-cros=uwy »1gn 15 located 27 feet west
of the centerline of the nighway and 45 teei north ~f the centerline of the nmn track  This sign 18
mounted 'n g mast 9 feet above tne level f the otreet A siaalor sign 1s located in the southeast
angie of tke intersection A railroad-crossing ~ignal ~f the wigway type 1s located 30 feet east of
the centerune of the street and 1% 12et couth of the centerline of the main track  The center of the
banner ot rhe device 15 locatea 13 leer 8 inchers above ihe leves of the street The banner 15 1 foot
9 inches 1n diameter It bears a nonzental line, 1 vertical line, and a border in black on a whate
backgroune and 1s provided with a hooded red light at 1ts center The warning aspect 1s displayed
by the swinging of the banner and the illuminatior of the red light A warning bell sounds while
the signal s operating The s1gnal s actuated when o westbound train occuples any portion of the
mair track :hroughout a distence of 2 815 teet unmediately east of the crossing A crossing-whistle
sign for we-tbound trawns 1slocated 947 feet east of the centerline of 12th Street

Thiz carrier’s operating rules read in part as follows
14 FPNGINE WHISTLI 1GNAL S

Note The signals prescribed are 1llustrated by **o?’ tor short scunas, *'-- ™ for longer
spunds = * *

o ok oW
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SOUND INDICATION

(1 —— O —— Approaching public crossings at grode,
* & % to be commencad sulficiently
in advance to alford anple warning,
but not less than one-fourth mile
before reaching a crossing, and pro-
longed or repeated untll engine has
passed over the crossing

17 The headlight must be displayed to the front of every train day and night * * =

17-A When an engqine 15 running by doy, headlight must be displayed to the front in direc
tion ol movement, when such movement involves crossing of streets, roads, or highways at

grade

17-D  Osciliating white light on engines so equipped * * * musl be operated approaching
road crossings al grade both day and night under all conditrons

30 The engine bell musi be rung * ¢ * while approaching public crossings ar grade, begin-

nmg sufliclently in advance to afford ample warning, but nol less than one-fourth mile belore
reachuing such crossing and coutinuing unplil the engine hos possed over the crossing, = * «

Motor vehucle laws of the State ol ( a).fornia read in vart as follows

576 (ertain Vehicles Muat Stop ot Ali Haillway Grade Crossinge (o) The driver of any

motor vehicle * * * ar of any molor tank truck, tank trailer or tank semitrailer, used 1n the
tramsportation of flammable liquids * * * as a cargo or part of o cargo, whether loaded or

empty, before crossing at grade any track or lracks of a railway * * * shail stop such vehicle
not less than 10 nor more than 50 feet rom the nearest rail of such track and while so stopped

shall iisten, and look in both directions alcng such track, lor any appreaching ranlway train,
interurban car or other vehrcle using swoh r el before traversing such crossing, * * * Such
vehicle shall remoin standing while any ttain is moving toward the crossing and 15 close
encugh %o constitute an smmediaie hgzard

The maximum authorized speed fcr passenger trains in the viciraty of the pownt of gecident
15 65 miles per hour

Description of Accident

Ne 99, a westbound first-cluss passenger train, consisted of diesel-electne units 6040,
5317, and 6042, coupled n nwlhiple-unit control, 1 baggage-chair car, 2 chair cars, 3 dining cars,
4 chawr rars, 1 tavern car, and 1 observation car, wn the order nained  All cars were of lightweight
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steel construction and were equipped with tightlock couplers  This train depuarted from San Luis
Obispo at 1251 p m, on ture, passed Paso Robles, the last open office, at 1 538 p m, and while
moving at a speed of 62 miles per hour, us indicated by the tape of the speed-recording device, it
struck a motoitruck at g point 1,632 feet west of the station at Paso Robles where the railroad 1s
crossed at grade by 12th Street

The vehicle 1nvolved consisted of a tractor  sen -trailer, and a trailer owned by Miles and
Sons Trucking Service, Mercea, Calif The driver, who was the sole occupant, held California
chauffeur’s license No B116408 The tractor was a 1957 Kenworth and bore California license
X51957 It was powered by a diesel engine and was provided with a conventlonal cab and dual drive
wheels The semi-trailer was a 1950 Fruehauf tank type und bore California license No 932703
It was provided with dual wheels The capacity of the semi-tratler was 3,700 gallons The trailer
was a 1950 Fruehauf tank type and bore California license No 932834 It was provided with dual
wheels at the front and rear The capacity of the trailer was 4,000 gallons These units were
equi pped with qir brakes At the time of the gccident the semi-tratler was loaded with 2,800 gallons
of stove o1l and the trailer was loaded with 3,575 gallons of diesel fuel ol The overall length of
the vehicle was 60 feet and the gross weigh! was 76,176 pounds This vehicle proceeded westward
on Riverside Avenue, entered 12th Street, entered the crossing at an estimagted speed of 5 miles per
hour and was struck by No 99

No 99 struck the semi-trailer and an explesion occurred Burning oil from the vehicle en-
tered the control compartment and the engine compartment of the first diesel-electric unit and covered
the north side of the second and third diesel-electnic units, and the first to the fifth cars, inclusive
This train stopped with the front end of the locomotive 5,087 feet west of the crossing No separa-
tions occurred between units of the train and none of the equipment was derailed The first and
second diesel-electric units were heavily damaged by fire  The third diesel-electric umit and the
first to the fifth cars, wnclusive, were slightly damaged by fire Separation occurred between the
units of the vehicle The tractor stopped upright on 12th Street parallel to the tracks and 25 feet
south of the main track The semi-trailer was broken into two parts One portion stopped 130 feet
west of the crossing and 14 feet north of the main track, and the other portion stopped 173 feet west
of the crossing and 9 feet north of the main track The trailer stopped on 1ts side on 12th Street 14
feet north of the main track The semi-trailer was destroyed, and the tractor and trailer were heavily
damaged

The engineer and the fireman of No 99 were wmnjured The three maintenance-of-way em-
ployees who were injured were performing work 1n the vicimity of the powint of accident

The weather was clea at the time of the accident, which cccurred at 200 p m
During the 30-day pericd preceding the day of the accident the average daily movement over
the crossing was 15 4 trains  During the 24-hour period beginning at 900 a m December 3, 1957,
395 aqutomobiles and 172 motortrucks passed over the crossing
Discussion
At the time of the accident No 921, g westbound third-class freight train, was standing on

the siding with the front end of the first diesel-electric unit approximately 370 feet east of 12th
Street The range of vision between a vehicle approaching the crossing from the north on 12th Street
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and a train approaching from the east on the maln track was restricied by No 921 From points 25
feet and 15 feet north of the main track No 99 could be seen by the driver of the motortruck involved
in the accident throughout a distance of approxamately 400 {eet and 800 feet, respectively

As No 99 was approaching the point where the accident cccurred the enginemen were in the
control compartment of the first diesel-electric urut and were mamtaiming a lookout ahead The
conductor and the front brakeman were in the first car, and the [lagman was in the rear car The
brakes of this train had been tested and had functioned properly when used en route The headlight
and the oscillating headlight were highted The engineer was sounding the grade-crossing whistle
signal and the bell was ringing when the callision occurred The enginemen observed the motortruck
entering the crossintg when the train wasapproximately 150 feet east of the crossing The engineer
immediately 1nitiated an emergency brake application He smd that he kept the throttle in open posi-
tion n order to prevent the possibility of the train stopping near buming o1l The first the members
of the train crew became aware of anything being wrong was when the collision occurred

The dnver said that as the motortruck was approaching the point where the accident oc-
curred he observed that the wigwaqg warning signa! was functioning He said he thought that it was
being actuated by No 921 Witnesses smd that the motortruck was not stopped before entering the
crossing as required by the motor vehicle laws of the State of Califormia, and that 1t was moving at
a speed of approximately 5 miles per hour when 1t entered the crossing

At the time the accident occurred the drniver of the motortruck was 62 vyears of age and had
been employea 1n that capacity by the motor carrier since January 6, 1949  From that date until the
accldent occurred he had not been nvolved in a chargeable accident

Cause

This accident was caused by a motortruck occupylng a rail-highway grade crossing immedi-

ately in front of an approaching train
Dated at Washington, D C , this twenty-fourth
day of June, 1958

By the Commission, Commissioner Tuggle

(SEAL) HARCLD D McCOY,

Secretary



