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SUMMARY 

Date: 

Ra i l road : 

Loca t ion : 

Kind of accident" 

Trains i n v o l v e d : 

Train numbers: 

Engine numbers: 

ConsIsts ; 

Sp e ed s: 

Operation: 

Track' 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casua l t ies . 

Cause: 

August 26, 1954 

Southern P a c i f i c 

Albany, Oreg. 

Rear-end c o l l i s i o n 

F re igh t 

Extra 5226 East 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
uni t 5228 

8 cars , caboose 

Standing 

F re igh t 

; 705 

: D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
unit 5201 

: 23 cars, caboose 

: 16 ra. p . h. 

Timetable and t r a in orders ; yard 
l i m i t s 

S ing le ; 2°30' curve; 0.76 percent 
descending grade eastward 

Clear 

9 20 a. m. 

1 k i l l e d , 2 Injured 

Fa i lu re p rope r ly to cont ro l speed o f 
f o l l o w i n g t ra in moving within yard 
l i m i t s 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3588 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY 

September 30, 1954 

A c c i d e n t near A l b a n y , Oreg - . , on Aufnist 26 , 1954, caused by 
f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y to c o n t r o l the speed o f the f o l l o w i n g 
t r a i n moving w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commis s l o n e r 

On Augus t 26 , 1954, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
be tween two f r e i g h t t r a i n s on the l i n e o f the Southern P a c i f i c 
Company near A l b a n y , O r e g . , which r e s u l t e d i n the dea th o f 
one t r a i n - s e r v i c e emp loyee , and the I n j u r y o f two t r a i n -
s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e s . T h i s a c c i d e n t was i n v e s t i g a t e d in 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s 
Commiss ioner o f O r e g o n . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commissioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t p a r t o f the P o r t l a n d 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Albany and T o l e d o , O r e g , , 74 .7 
i d l e s , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t i m e t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s . There i s no b l o c k system i n 
use , The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the main t r a c k w i t h i n y a r d 
l i m i t s a t a p o i n t 1 0 3 1 m i l e s e a s t o f t n e s t a t i o n a t A lbany 
and 786 f e e t wes t o f the e a s t y a r d - l i m i t v q i p n . From the 
wes t t h e r p a r e , I n s u c c e s s i o n , a 1*30' cu rve to t he l e f t 
331 f e e t I n l e n g t h , a t a n g e n t 1,575 f e e t , and a 2°30' c u r v e 
to the l e f t 1,125 f e - t to the Point o f a c c i d e n t and 2,129 
f e e t w e s t w a r d . The >rrade i e 0 76 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g eas tward 
a t the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

East o f the s t a t i o n a t Albany the r a i l r o a d c r o s s e s the 
W i l l a m e t t e R i v e r on B r i d g e 6 9 ] . 6 5 . T h i s b r i d g e c o n s i s t s o f 
a 2 6 0 - f o o t c e n t e r Howe t r u s s draw span f l a n k e d by two 1 4 0 - f o o t 
t h rough Ho^e t russ spans . The wes t approach c o n s i s t s o f an 
8 2 0 - f o o t open-deck p i l e t r e s t l e , and t h e n a s t approach c o n ­
s i s t s o f a 2 , 5 4 2 - f o o t open-deck p i l e t r e s t l e . There a r e no 
walkways o r r a i l i n g s on the t r e s t l e s e x c e p t a t r e f u g e b a y s . 
The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the y a s t approach to the b r i d g e a t a 
p o i n t 2 , 2 9 1 f e e t e a s t o f the c e n t e r o f the draw span. A t t h i s 
p o i n t the top o f the t r e s t l e i n 21„3 f e e t above the l e v e l o f 
the g round . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s read i n p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

DEFINITIONS 

Speeds : 

* * * 

Wi th Caution^ To run a t r educed s p e e d , a c c o r d i n g to 
c o n d i t i o n s , p r e p a r e d to s top sho r t o f a t r a i n , e n g i n e , 
c a r , m i s p l a c e d s w i t c h , d e r a i l , o r o t h e r o b s t r u c t i o n , o r 
b e f o r e r e a c h i n g a s top s i g n a l . Where c i r cums tances 
r e q u i r e , t r a i n must be p r e c e d e d by a f l a g m a n . 

1 1 . * * * 

When an una t t ended f u s e e i s bu rn ing on , o r near , a 
t r ack o u t s i d e o f b l o c k system l i m i t s , t r a i n must 3top 
and n o t p r o c e e d u n t i l fu.-sec has burned o u t . 
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# # * 

91 . Outside of block system l i m i t s , t r a in s In the 
same d i r e c t i o n must keep not l e s s than ten minutes apar t . 
Lighted fusees must be thrown o f f f o r t h i s purpose when 
necessary. 

93. * * * p r o t e c t i o n aga ins t second and I n f e r i o r 
c lass t r a in s , ex t ra t ra ins and engines I s not requi red 
wi th in yard l i m i t s . 

Second and i n f e r i o r c l a s s t r a ins , ext ra t r a ins and 
engines must move with caution on main track wi th in 
yard l i m i t s unless track I s known to be c l e a r by s i g ­
nal i n d i c a t i o n . 

# * # 

The maximum author ized speed f o r f r e i g h t t ra ins In the 
v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t of accident i s 25 mi les per hour. 

Desc r ip t ion of Accident 

Extra 5228 East, an east-oound f r e i g h t t r a i n , consis ted 
o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c uni t 5228, e ight empty skele ton l o g g i n g 
cars , and a caboose. This t r a in departed from Albany a t 
9:05 a. m. and stopped on the main track within yard l i m i t s 
about 9'15 a. m. wi th the rear ofld 1.31 miles east of the 
s t a t ion at Albany and 786 f e e t west of the east y a r d - l i m i t 
s ign . About 5 minutes l a t e r the rear end was struck by No. 
706. 

No. 706, an east-bound second-class f r e i g h t t r a i n , con­
s i s t ed of D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c uni t 5201, 23 cars , and a caboose. 
This t r a in departed from Albany at 9:10 a. m., 1 hour 10 min­
utes l a t e , and x-rhllo moving at a speed of 16 mi l e s per hour 
i t struck the rear end of Extra 5228 East. 

No. 706 stopped wi th the f r o n t of the locomot ive 141 f e e t 
east of the po in t o f acc iden t . The f ron t end of the locomot ive 
was considerably damaged. The e ighth car of Extra 5228 
East dropped to the ground on the south s ide of the t r e s t l e . 
The rear end of the frame of the seventh car over rode the 
f r o n t p la t form of the caboose, passed completely through the 
caboose, and penetra ted the f ron t end of the locomot ive o f 
No. 706 to a depth o f 18 inches . The th i rd , four th , and s ix th 
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cars were e i the r d e r a i l e d or o f f cen te r . The center s i l l s 
of the f i r s t , th i rd , four th , f i f t h , and s ix th cars were tent , 
tne rear end of the seventh car was damaged, and the e ighth 
car and the caboose were des t royed. 

The swing brakeman of Extra 5228 East was k i l l e d . The 
conductor and the flagman of Extra 5228 East were in jured . 

The weather was c l e a r at the time of the acc iden t , which 
occurred about 9;20 a, m. 

The caboose o f Extra 5228 East was constructed wi th a 
wooden superstructure and a s t e e l underframe, 

The D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit of No. 706 was of the road-
switcher type . The con t ro l compartment was l oca t ed behind 
the engine compartment. 

Dl scus si on 

As Extra 5228 East was approaching the p o i n t where the 
acc ident occurred the enginemen and the f ron t brakeman were 
in the con t ro l compartment of the locomot ive , the conductor 
and the swing brakeman were in the caboose, and the flagman 
was on the rear p la t fo rm of the caboose. The t r a i n was stopped 
a t a burning fusee wnich had been placed in the v i c i n i t y of 
the east y a r d - l i m i t s ign at Albany by the crew of a preceding 
t ra in f o r the purpose of maintaining a 10-minute time I n t e r v a l 
behind t he i r t r a i n . The flagman of Extra 5228 East said that 
soon a f t e r the t r a in stopped "he heard No, 706 approaching. 
When the locomot ive of No. 706 became v i s i b l e to him he gave 
stop s igna ls from the steps of the caboose. His s igna l s were 
not acknowledged, and when the locomot ive of No. 706 reaohed 
a po in t about 450 f e e t west of the caboose he became concerned 
and warned the conductor and the swing brakeman. These em­
p l o y e e s stepped to the rea r p la t fo rm. No. 706 was moving a t 
low speed, and u n t i l the locomot ive was about 90 f e e t d i s t an t 
the employees on the caboose of Extra 5228 East d id not 
r e a l i z e that i t would not stop short of the rea r end of t he i r 
t r a in . Because of the he igh t of the t r e s t l e , these employees 
did not attempt to descend to the ground. The swing brake-
man and the flagman entered the caboose, and the conductor 
proceeded onto the cars dhead of the caboose. The flagman 
said that as No. 706 was c l o s e l y approaching he saw tnat the 
fireman was in hia usual p o s i t i o n In the cont ro l compartment 
o f the locomot ive and I t appeared to him that the fireman 
was l ook ing toward the north. The conductor o f Extra 5228 
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East was so seriously Injured in the accident that he was not 
questioned during this investigation. The employees on the 
locomotive of this train were not aware that anything was 
wrong until the collision opcurred. 

As No. 706 was approaching the point where the accident 
occurred the enginemen and the front brakeman were in the con­
trol compartment of the locomotive, the conductor was in the 
body of the caboose, and the swing brakeman and the flagman 
were in the cupola of the caboose. The brakes had been tested 
at Albany, the initial station for this train. As the loco­
motive was crossing Bridge 691.65 the fireman called the 
engineer1 s attention to two signalmen working on the trestle 
ahead. The engineer sounded a warning signal on the pneumatic 
horn, and the locomotive passed these men at a point about 
1,600 feet west of the point of accident. After passing the 
men, the engineer reviewed the train orders in his possession, 
At this time the train was moving on a curve to the left. 
The engineer said that he was depending on the fireman to 
maintain a lookout ahead and that the fireman appeared to be 
doing so. When he completed his review of the train orders 
he made a remark as to their contents. Almost Immediately 
afterward he saw the caboose of Extra 5228 East ahead. He 
made an emergency application of the brakes, and at approxi­
mately the same time the fireman called a warning. The 
collision occurred before the speed of the train had been 
materially reduced. The fireman said that after the engineer 
sounded the warning signal he watched the men on the trestle 
until the front of the locomotive passed them. He said that 
the front brakeman then asked him the reason for the warning 
signal. He turned to the brakeman and told hi'm that there 
were men working on .the-trestle, and then turned toward the 
engineer when he heard him make a comment concerning the train 
orders. When he looked ahead he sax; the caboose of Extra 5228 
East at a distance which he thought was about 250 feet. He 
Immediately called a warning to the engineer. The front brake-
man was unable to see tho track ahead from his position on 
the brakeman1s seat. The swing brakeman said that when the 
caboose reached a point about 1,800 feet west of the polnf of 
accident he observed the caboose of Extra 5228 East. Soon 
afterward there wag a closure of slack In tho train, and 'he 
assumed that the engineer was reducing speed preparatory to 
stopping short of the caboose. The locomotive had reached a 
point which he thought was about 200 feet vejst of the point 
of accident before he became aware that it would not stop 
short of the caboose, He then called a warning to the flagman. 
The flagman immediately opened the conductor's valve, which 
was located on the right hand side of the cupola. The absence 
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o f an exhaus t i n d i c a t e d t h a t the e n g i n e e r had made an 
emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b r a k e s a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y the 
same t ime that the f lagman opened the v a l v e . A l l members 
o f the c r ew o f No , 706 e s t i m a t e d t h a t the speed was be tween 
10 and 12 m i l e s p e r hour a& the t r a i n approached the p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t * According to t he t ape o f the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g 
d e v i c e t h e r e was a g r a d u a l I n c r e a s e in speed from 12 m i l e s 
p e r hour to 16 m i l e s p e r nour th ro"£hout a d i s t a n c e o f 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,^-00 f e e t i m m e d i a t e l y wes t o f the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t , and t h e speed was 15 m i l e s pe r hour when the 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

A f t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d t e s t s wore made to de t e rmine 
the d i s t a n c e a t which a caboose s t a n d i n g a t the p o i n t o f a c c i ­
den t was v i s i b l e from an a p p r o a c h i n g eas t -bound l o c o m o t i v e . A 
l o c o m o t i v e o f the same t y p e as D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t 5201 was 
used i n t ne se t e s t s . I t was found t ha t a g r o v e o f t r e e s n o r t h 
o f t he t r a c k o b s t r u c t e d the f i r e m a n ' s v i e w o f the caboose u n t i l 
the l o c o m o t i v e r eached a p o i n t 1,931 f e e t wes t o f the c a b o o s e , 
As the l o c o m o t i v e moved be tween t n l s p o i n t and t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t t h e v i e w o f the caboose f rom the f i r e m a n ' s p o s i t i o n 
i n the c o n t r o l compartment was u n r e s t r i c t e d , Because o f 
c u r v a t u r e o f the t r a c k , the caboose was no t v i s i b l e from the 
e n g i n e e r ' s normal p o s i t i o n i n t h e c o n t r o l compartment u n t i l 
the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e r eached a p o i n t 142 f e e t wes t 
o f the r e a r end of the c a b o o s e . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on a main t rack w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s . 
Under the r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r g o v e r n i n g o p e r a t i o n o f t r a i n s 
w i t h i n ya rd U n i t s , N o . 706 was* r e q u i r e d to oe o p e r a t e d I n 
such manner t h a t i t could be s topped sho r t o f a t r a i n o r an 
o b s t r u c t i o n 

Cause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y to c o n t r o l 
the speed o f the f o l l o w i n g t r a i n moving w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s . 

Dated a t Washing ton , D C f | t h i s t h i r t i e t h 
day o f September , 1 9 5 4 t 

By t h e Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) GEO FOE V. L A I R D , 

S e c r e t a r y , 


