INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASEINGTON

REPORT NO. 3588

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY
IN RE ACGIDENT

NEAR ALBANY, OREG., ON

'

AUGUST 26, 1064




Date:
Raillroad:

Location:

Kind of accldent:-

Trains involved:
Traln numbers:

Engine numbers:

Consists:
Speeds:

Operation:
Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties.

Cauge:

SUMMARY

August 26, 1954
Southern Paciflc
Albany, Oreg.
Rear-end collision
Freight

Extra 5226 East

Diesel-electric
unit 5228

8 cars, caboose

Standlng

Tim=table and train

limits

Report No. 3588

Frelght
; 7056

Diesel-electrilc
unlt 5201

-

: 23 cars, caboose
: 16 m. pl h.

orders; yard

Single; 2°30' curve; 0.76 percent
descendlng grade eastward

Clear

g 20 a., m.

1 killed, 2 injured

Fallure properly to control apeed of
following traln moving wlthin yard

limlts
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NOC. 3588

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY

September 30, 1954

e—————

Accldent rnear Albany, Orep., on Aurust 26, 1954, caused Dy
failure properly to control the speed of the followlng
train moving wlthin yard limlts.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

CLARKE, Commissloner

On August 26, 1854, there was a rear-end colllslon
between two freight trains on the line of the Southern Paclflc
Company near Albany, Oreg., which resulted in the death of
one traln-service employee, and the injury of two train-
service employees. Thls accldent was Investigated in
conJunction with a renresentative of the Public Utlilities
Comml gsloner of Oregon,

1

Under avthorlty of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entltled proceeding was referred by the
Commlsslon to Commissioner (larke for conslderation and
disposition.



+COT for asneny
‘350 SlueqTy

J

! e fuedwo) 9TITo2d WICYIQOS
3] ) !
| 3 | 885€ *c.] gtodey
- w._ »
L |9 i)
O a _..rul e
Zg°d§
R |
L) JM. 0 -..ﬂ_.lw m ﬁ \
O ¢
=D~ L \ N....
[&] ]
R ., =
ﬁnl-l#t}e ﬂ 5 &
y -
o ~ 5 o
o uy &.4_ - P.
DN e e N _.wq. K
A s [t v = et o
V_n o - — \ f —
' S N L 1
. e — — - /.Al
l“ 1] ] e e e o ——— if-l-_-
i i |.|I.ll|||.|..|l.lll||.l - l|.|\|.v o —— — lr!ufr’-’rf/}l.rr:fl:l_
T, " \\\\\\H\W\\\\q-?l SUTE; 7O U0™4024T( n_ 0 ’ T
) n.u.\/ it - .\\“ - ' & 1 |~
Ak - . \,q &
Un.._. o~ nu.v_v 2
~¥0 s - \ o
. D 3 ._.N - * hd.mf._,
) ﬁm.l W mw J ] [
\\ ._\\h bt} b I 2 _ — f!lyr
13 -t — ¢ "
- \ (3] EA m
= N K
v ° 2 g
2 =
4 " 2 2
\ s/@ “ r
&L A 2
o <2 i
S D
s v



-5 = 3588

Location of Accident and Method of Operatlon

This accldent occurred on tliat pert of the Portiand
Division extending between Albany and Taledo, Oreg., 74.7
t1les, a sinple-track line, over vhizh tralns are operated
by tilmetable and trailn ordcrs. Tlers is no block gystem 1n
uge. The accident ocecirred on the maln track within yard
1imivs at a point 1,31 miles eant of tne station at Albany
ond 7686 feet west of the =ast yerd-limit sien. From the
west there are, in successlon, a 1°30' curve to the left
531 feet 1ln length, a tangent 1,370 feet, and a Z2°30' curve
to the left 1,128 fert to tke woiat of sccldent and 2,129
feet westward, The arade leg O 78 psrcent descending eastward
at the point of accldent,

East of the station at Albeny the rallroad crosses the
Willamette River on Bridgze 62]1.65. Thig bridge conglsts of
a 260-foot center Howe trusge draw snun flanked by two 140-font
through Howe truss gpans. The wegt apoproach conslste of an
P20-To0t open-deck plle %trestle, and the ~ast approach con-
slsts of a 2,042-fcot open-deck plle trestle. There 2re ne
walkways or rallings on the trestles excernt at refuze bayrs.
The accident occurred on the =ast approach to lrhe bridge at a
polnt 2,291 feet east of the center of the draw sgpan. AT this
point the top of the trestie ig 21,3 fset above the level of
the ground,

This carrler's operating ruleg read in part as rollows:
DEFINITICONS

Speeds:

L

With Cautlon. To run st reduced spesd, according to
cendi tlons, prerar=d to stop short of a train, encine,
car, misplaced swltch, Jersil, or otker obstructlon, or
before reachling a stop signal. Where circumstances
requlre, train must bte preceded by a flagran.

11, % & #

Wnen on unattended fusee is turning on, or near, a
track outelde of block asystem limlts, traln must stop
and nol vroceed uatil Miaee has hurned out,
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* % W

91. Outside of block system limits, trains 1n the
same dlrectlon mugt keep not legs than fen minutes apart.
Lighted fuvseces must be thrown off for thls purpose when .
necessary,

93, * ¥ ¥ protection agalnst second and inferior
class tralns, extra trainsg and engines 1s not required
within yard 1limits.

Second and Inferlor class tralns, extra tralns and
engines must move wlth caution on main track within
vard limits unless track ls known to be clear by silg-
nal indlcation.

* % »

The maximum autlorized speed for frelght tralns 1ln the
viecinlty of the polnt of accident 1s 25 mllee per hour.

Degcription of Accident

Extra 5228 East, an east-oound frelght traln, conslsted
of Dlegel-electric unit 5228, elght empty skeleton logeling
carg, and a cabooge. Thls train departed from Albany at
2:05 a, m. and stopped on the maln track within yard limits
about 915 2. m. wlth the rear end 1.31 mlles east of the
statlion at Alvany and 786 fcecet west of the east yard-limit
slgn. About 5 minutes later the rear end was struck by No,

O -

No. 706, an east-bound second-class frelght train, con-
slsted of Dlesel-electric unlt 5201, 23 cars, and a caboose.
Thlis traln departed from Albany at 9:10 a. m., 1 hour 10 min-
utes late, and whllc moving at a speed of 16 mileg per hour
1t struck the rear end of Extra 5228 Easft.

No. 708 stopped wlth the front of the locomotive 141 feet
east of the point of sccldent. The front cnd of the locomotive
was conslderably damaged. The elghth car of Extra 5228
East dropped to the ground on the south sl1de of the tregtle.

The rear end of the frame of the seventh car overrode the

front platform of the caboose, passed completely through the .
caboose, and penetrated the front end of the locomotlve of

Jo. 706 to a depth of 18 inches, The third, fourth, and slxth
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cars were cilther deralled or off center, The center sllls
ol the flrst, third, fourth, fi1fth, and slxth cars were rent,
tae rear end of the seventh car wag damaged, and the elghth
car and the caboose were destroyed.

The gwing brakeman of Extra 5228 East was killled., The
conductor and the flagman of Extra 5228 East were lnjured.

The weather wae clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about €:20 a, m,

The cabocse of Extra 5228 East was constructed 'rith a2
wooden superstructure and a stesl underfrane,

The Diegsel-eclectric unit of Ko. 768 was of the road-
swlteher type, The control compartment was located benlnd
the engline compartment.

Dlacussion

As Extra 5228 East was approaching the point where the
accldent occurred the englnemen and the front brakeman were
in the control compartment of the locemotive, the conduc tor
and the swing brakeman were in the caboose, and the flarpman
wag on the rear platform of the caboose, The traln was gtopped
at a burning fusce which had been placed in the viclnlty of
the east yard-limit sien at Albany by the crew of a precedlng
traln for the purpose of maintalning a 10-minute time lnterval
behind thelr frain, The flagman of Extra 5228 East sald that
soon after the traln stopped he heard No, 706 approaching.
When the locomotive of No, 706 became visible to him he gave
stop slgnals rrom the steps of the caboose, His slpgnals were
not acknowledged, and when the locomotlve of No, 706 reached
a point about 450 feet west of the caboose he became concerned
and warned the conductor and the gwing brakeman, These eme
ployees stepped to the rear platform. No. 706 wus moving at
low gpeed, and untll the locomotlve was about 80 feet distant
the employees on the caboose of Extra 5228 East did not
reallze that it would not stop short of the rear end of thelr
traln. Because of the height of the trcstle, these employees
dld not attempt to descend to the ground. The swlng brake-
man and the flagman entered the caboose, and the conductor
proceeded onto the cars ancad of the caboosc. The flapman
sald that as No. 706 1as closely approachlng he saw that the
fireman wug in hls usual position 1in the control compartment
of the locemotive and 1t appeared to him that the flreman
was looking toward the north. The conductor of Extra 5228
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East was so serlously injured in the accident that he was not
questlorned during thls investigation. The employees on the
locomotive of this traln were not aware that anythlng was
wrong until the colilselon ogccurred.

As No. 706 was approaching the point where the accident
occurred the enginemen and the front brakeman werc in the con-
trol corpartment of the locomotive, the conductor was 1in the
body of the caboose, and the swing brakeman and the flagman
were 1ln the cupola of the cabooge. The brekes had been tested
at Albany, the lnltlal statlon for this traln., As the loco-
motlve was crosslng Brldge 691,685 the flreman called the
englneer'!s attention to two signalmen working on the trestle
ahead, The enzineer gounded a varnine signal on the pneumatic
horn, and the locomptive ppased these men at a point about
1,600 feet west of the polnt of accldent. After passlng the
men, the englneer reviewaed the train orders 1n hls possesslen,
At thls time the traln was moving on a curve to the left.

The englneer gald that he was depending on the fireman to
maintaln a lookeut zhead and that the flrcman appeared to be
doing so, When he completed his review of the traln orders

he made a remasrk as to their contents, Almost lmmedlately
afterward he saw tho caboose of Extra G228 East aherd. He
made en emergency appllcation of the brakes, and at approxl-
mately the same time the flreman called a warning. The
colllsion occurred before the gpeed of the train had been
materially reduced. The fireman sald that after the englneer
sounded the warnlng signal he watched the men on the trestle
until the front of the lotomotlve pasaed them. He gald that
the front brakeman then asked him the reason for the warning
signal. He turned to the brakeman and told him that there
were men worklng on the-trestle, and then turned toward the
engineer when he heard hlm make a comment concerning the train
orders, When he looked ahead he sav the caboose of Extra 5EZ8
East at a dlstance whlch he thought was about 250 fcet., He

immedlately called a warning to the englneer, The front brake-

man was unable to gsee the track aliead from his position on

the brakeman's seat, The swing brakeman sald that when the
caboose reached a point about 1,800 feet west of the point of
accident he observed the caboosc of Extra 5228 East. BSoon
afterward there was & closure of slack in the train, and ‘he
assumed that the englneer was reduclng speecd preparatory to
stopping short of the caboose, The locomotive rad reached a
point whigh he thought was about 200 feet west of the polnt

of aceldent before he became aware that 1t would not stop
short of fthe caboosc, He then ecalled a varning tc the flagman.
The flagman lmmnedlately opened the conductor'c valve, which
was located on the right hand slde of the cupola., The absence
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of an exhaust i1ndlicated that the engineer had made an
emermency appllication of the brakes at approximately the
same time that the flagran opencd the valve., All reambers
of the crew of No, 706 egtimated that the speed was between
10 and 12 miles per hour os the train apnroached the point
of acecldent. according to the tape of the spsed-recording
device there was = eradual increase 1in gpeed fror 12 mlles
per bour to 16 umlles per unour throvsrout a distance of
approxinately 3,400 Teet .rrediately west of the point of
acvcident, and the speed was 15 miles per hour when the
collision occurred,

After the accident occurrnd tests were made to determine
the dirgtance at which a caloose standings at the roint of aceci-
dent was vieible from an aporoaching east-bound locomotive. A
lecomotive of the same tync as Dlesel-electric unit £201 was
used in tnese tests. It was found that a grove of trees north
of the track obstructed the fireman's view of the caboose until
the locomotive reached a point 1,331 feet west of the caboose,
As the Jocomotive moved between tnls polnt and the point of
acoident the view of the caboosc frorm the fireman's position
11 the control compartment was unrestritcted. Eecause of
curvature of the track, the caboose was not visible from the
engineer's normal poelilon in the control compartment until
the front of the locomotlive reached a point 142 fe=t west

f the rear end of the cabtoose,

This accldent occurred on & mailn ftrack within yard limits,
Inder the rules of thig carricr governing oneration of ftrains
within yard limlts, No. 706 was requlred tc be operated In
such manner that i1t could be stopped short of a traln or an
obatruction

Cause

This accldent was caused by fallure properly *o control
the speed of the followlng traln moving vithin yard 1limite.

Dated at Washington, D ©C
day of September, 1954,

thlis thirtieth

By the Commission, Commlssioner Clarke.

( SEAL) GEOPCGE W, LAIRD,

Secretary.



