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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMI.ISIION

REPCRT COF TYE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE LIVYE OQF TFE SQUTHERY PACIFIC COMPANY
AT PIRL, CALIF., ON FEBRUARY 12, 1g933.

May 13, 1233.
To the Commission:

On February 1z, 1933, there was a collision between a
passenger train and a motor truck vita trailer at a street
crossing on the line of the Scuthern Pacific Company at
Piru, Calaf.

Location and method of operation

This accideat ocourred con that part of the Ventura Sub-
division wiich extends between Montalvo and Saugue, Calaf., a
distaance of 45.5 miles, and 1s a single-track line over wailch
trains are operated cy time taole and trara orders, ao block-
gignal system being 1in vse. Tne point of accident was about
1,045 feet eaet of the station at Piru, where Qrchard Street
crosses the track at a rignt angle. Approaching the crossing
from the west, the track i1s taagent for a distance of 108 feet,
followed by a compound curve to the right consisting of a
cvrvature of 70 3C' for a distance of 983.9 feet and 10° for
oPE.8 feet, the accident occurring near the leaving end of the
79 30" curve. The grade for east-bound trains 1s slightly
ascending from the station %o tae poiat of accident. The
maximum authorized soeed for passenger trains in the vicinity
of the point of accident 1s 25 miles per hour,

Orchard Street rune oractically north ard south and Main
Street parallels the track on tae north and conndcts with
Orchard Street at a noint 336 feet from tne crossing. The
latter street 1s tangeat from 1ts intersection witn Main Street
to a point 60 feet soutn of the crossing, at which point 1t
curves to the rtight. It 18 30 feet 1n width 2nd consists of
mixed dirt and gravel with a hard oiled tov surface 16 feet 1n
widtu, at the cressiag, however, 1t 1g 13 feet i1n width and 18
level wita the tops of tne rails. Taere 1s a slight incline
leading uo to tae track, wanch is abouat 2 feet above the ground
on the north eide of the track. 7The -nxiwum epeed for motor
vehicles is fii~d by a signsoard &t tae 1atersection of Main
and Orchard Btrects at 25 miles pcr aour. .

A standard nighway crossing sign of the cross-bar tyove is
located 12 fcet souta of the track and 18 feet east of the
center of the street and stands 2 feet acove %tae ground and
6 feet above the too of the south rail., Tne view of tnis sign
approaching the crossing from Main Street 1s uncbstructed.
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Under state lavr tae driver of axy truclk carryiuas 1aflamanole
liguids 1s reguired to stom ce_ore aAsela, cver & railroad
OI’OSSlﬁg.

Due to an olive crecirrd e1tiuvated on the nortnvest corner
of tne crogeir1p t:2 view to 2e had {ron Orchard Strect of an
ajsn.oacaing cast-bound train 1s costiructed uatil a veaicle
reacnes a poilat 100 feet from the croseiug, 3t wnich volat a
clear view of toe track for a distance of 114 Tfeet weegt of the
croselag may obe had. At a point 25 fe=st from the crogsing
the view 1e again opetructed oy a tree, but A% 2 ooint 3H feet
fror the crossing the track cas pe seen for a distance of 800
feet. Tuerc also are trees loceted on tae south side of the
track aiw on tane 1uside of tne curve, whicn reduce the ran-e
or vision, as a veaicle closely approacaes tae croseing, from
600 to 540 reet.

Tne weather waos clear at the tiwe of the accident, whicn
occurred at 7:55 a.m.

Descrivtion

Easgt-oound passeager train no. 352 consicted of a gas-
electric motor car aad a ha~-2ze car, ard was 1n caarge of
Conductor Mahouev aasd lMotorman Jdiret. The motor car was of
all-steel comstruction and the hac-age car was of wooden
construction. This trein devarted from Saanta Paula, 17.1 miles
west of Piru, at 7.33 a.n., 1 miuute late, made a station stop
2% Piru, and colliced wita the truck and trailer at Orchard
Street crossing while traveliag at an estimated asveed of
about 15 miles mer aour.

The motor truc% isvolved 12 this accide:t was a Sterling
truck, Melel EC-29, of 15233, equivped with a tank having a
capacity of 3,300 gallon=, 2rd %the trailer truck was eoulvoed
with a taak of 3,000 zzllone caonncity. Tae track and traxrler,
whica had a» over-all lenzth of 54 fect, were orned and
operated by Bart Hale, an 1adeveadent trucker, of Newhall,
Calif., anxd at tae tine of the Aaccide.nt were oeing overated
by J.F.Snar1fer. The ta.k%s of the truck and trailer were
loaded to cavnacity with crude o1l 2t toe tanks of tae Pacific
Western 011 Comwany, located 2t the castern end of Main Street,
approximately 1/3 nile from tae crossing, =nd departed from
that point about 7:45 &.n., proceeding weetari on Main Sireet
ard makiag a left tur- 1ato Orcrard Street. Tne trailer and
truck proceeded onto tiue track at a speed variously estimated
to nave been from 3 to 15 :.iles ver .aour, and were struck
avout midway oetween the trucx and treiler by traia no. 352,

Tae truck was hurled to t.ae soutn of the tracst and east
of the roadway aad stopced on 1ts rizht side asxgut parallel
witn trke roadway 15 feet from the rond and 20 feet south of
the track, the driver remianed on ais seat and was unt i1njured.
The trailer was thrown to the sorta of the track and stooned
-1n an uprignt vosition agrirst the motor car. Bot: the truck
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and tae trailer rustaraed coasiderasnle damage and practically '
all the o1l 1n the tarke eescancd, altrouz:i no Tire resulted.

Tie froat end of tne motor car of train no. 352 sustained

sli7ut damaze, out no o2rt of the equipame.t was dergiled.

Summary of evidence .
Motorman "irst, of train no. 332, stated that he started
to sound the crossiung wailstle signal ju-t after leaving the
etation, that the 71l was ri1a_123 45 218 traia apnroacaed the
crosslung at a s~eed of ascut 1S miles ver nour, and that e
sounded tae last olaet on tac waistle aovout tae tiue ne zirst
saw tae truck, waich was just before toe collision occurred.
He estinated tuat tie trick moved noout 10 or 18 feet from tae
tine ne Tirst saw 1t watil 1% was sStruck by a1s train, waica
traveled a distance of 4u or 50 feet selore 1t stomped.
Judging frow “he sound oI tie w1cotor of tne truck ne was of the
onlalon 1% wAas ran.irng in high gear, orooaoly at a sneed of
azout 15 miles oer hour, and could not have stonped 1a view
of the soeed st wnica 1t was ruaairne. As ne started to take
a1s foot off the dead wman'e puttoa, wailch would allow the
alr brn¥es to apnly 1a emergency, tre cellision occurred and
hie shoe vecame c-ugnt, however, i1f tac prakes did not anoply
ag a reeult of 111s taxing 21s foot off the button they applaied
as A regult of tae prenkin., of tne train line 1n tue accldent.
Motorwan Hiret stated that 1e view of the street was obecured
oy trees, aad due to the coastruction of the motor car, as 1t
t1lted toward taone rignt on rouadiag tae curve, ae was unable
to-see the truck as 1t asceaced tie zrade oan the nighway
leading to the crosesiaz. A test uade wita a car cof the same
cornstruction, however, showed taat tne motorman could have
gseen tie street continuously from a poiat 200 feet distant.
While the view frow the wiadow directly 1n Tront of him
decreased a3 his cPr Aavproac:ed the croseiac, tane view through
the otaier windows 1.creased. The t1it of the car as 1t
rounded the curve was found to -"mve no effect on the ra.ge of
vicion. The wiilstle and bell were not as loud as those on a
steam eungiae, out ths waistle was heard clearly a distance
of 1,300 feet.

Conductor Minoney, of train no. 332, was riding on the
left side 1a the swokin, compartment of the wotor car and
Tirst saw thac truck wacn 1t wes on tne track. He thoupnt tae
lagt crossiag viuistls siynal was sounded vie tae train was
asxout 8 or 10 car lenzi s from tae crossiag, and sa1d the bell
was riaging at tae tiwe of the collision. Conductor Mahcney
furtaer stated tart ne ..eard ecrne one who seeued to ne a .
friend of t.ue driver of the truck ~ake tue rewark that the
driver had oeeqn 0a dutry eboat 25 acurs. Both the conductor
416G Brakeman Freeaan sitated tamt tae driver of thac truck told
tacem after tue accident toat e did not see tae train approaci-
1og until 1t was too late, ana that he then tried toc zet
Across as far as wnossible 1n order to prectect himself.

Stateneate of five perecns vao lived in the viciaity of
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tae crossial were to t-e elfect that tues o€ll Was T1ag1ne A4°
t1e traln anprencned toe crogesing ad two of tiere 0f1e0a8
neard the wiistle gounded. Dico Siaueildo, “ao lived on
M21n Street ..esr Orec.arid Street, rtated tiat w1 atte.tion
was Attracted to tac waistle aad the oell oy acr little
granddawiater, who wanted to oe taxe. oat to see T train,
S8he went out with tae c¢.1ld a.d wvaen cae g0t dovn to th

wal ghe ,Loticed » trucc turair... toac coraer, 7i1c . 1g 236 fect
from the crossi.g, aud rvor tie hiza rate of gnsed nt walen
1t wrs travelimg sac mev 1t could ot »sare $1¢ crosecing
before t.c arrival of tae traia and alzo rezlized t.at 1%

wag runalag too fast to step. Sae wal<zd to t.e corner, A
distance of adout &0 feet, aad eaw taat toe train ard zlroady
etruck the track. W.il: the trees coecired 1er viwlon 27 tae
truck as 1t aobroacata tw croefiny, gae vae sars tiwat it

did rot stop as therc was rot tine enouga Lor 1t to .ave
stoored and taen reac- tae crossing. Oorervatioas were wAde
of the wovement of loaded o1l truc-g and trailers at another
croesiag, wacre the vny~ical conditions wozre more favernole,
for the ourpo-e of sscertaiaing how loar A 1aterval of time
would elapse rfrom tie tive ticy vaseed a noiat 230 Jeet Irom
tae crossiag, uitil taev nad sade a ston for t.e crossiag

aad then had proceeded uatil tne rear waeele of tae truck
were petween tae raills, toae acpnroximate mosition of the truck
aere 1avoived at the tive of tle accident, 22l 1t ras found
that taie averace amount of time so consured was mo.e tlan

1 minute.

Track Driver Shoifer st=ted tasnt he left tae tanks of
the Pacific Jestera 011 Cowpaay adolt 7:45 2.w., oroceeded
westward on Main Street At 2 g~ged cf no~at 15 riles cer .our
and continuea 2% that sreed wnaea e wade the tura at COrcaard
Street. He ston2ed wita toe front ¢od 2f tae trace a2soubt 30
feet frow the aorta ra1l of the tr-ck and looked to tie rignt
a1d to tne left out saw uoti1ag covicg oor did he 1ear anyting.
He taen started to nass over tre crofeios a1l waier tre froag
wieels of the truck were oa tae trac'c e < ithe train
doproacitag, 1t tauen 2eng acout 307 feet Iro. the crocsing.
The truck has four gears a.d rfter .~kix. tie <tun Zor t-e
Crogs1lay Ne WAS TUulnlil, 14 10W -€4T, Wilc.. A78 2 1aX1mda
zoeed of 3 miles wer aour, altloaIa as £00a 1R € RAW L1e
trein he stepred »n the accelerator. Driver Sharfer euated
chrt ae did not %iow vaetaer or asct ae could cave .e2rd the
traia varstle, althouzn on A Dreviods occasgion Wwiht. 11s motorT
Tunnla, he a”d heard an e.ziue vell ria 103, he wne dwole to
explaid way he did not eee t.e trairn ant1l 1t was only 000
feet distaat. Driver S.a:fer had oeen ¢11vi.; trucie Lor
3 years, hod beea 1n tae employ of Mr. Hele since Novewder,
1931, aud had madle a,) averase ol 15 or 14 ftries ner noata
over the crossing involved. He furtaner etated t 0% ze .ent
oa duty at 11 o.n. toe .L13sat before the accioent, oLt ren
guegtioned as to the .ours e aad veer ¢l duty wrior o
tiat time 1€ first consulted Mr. 2nd lre Hole and alter
conversing wWifth t.em for asrut 10 rinuterc ae etated T .at e
returned from 8aita Pauala aoout 1 a.n. oa the morri.: of
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February 11 7ith 2 light load of o1l which was unlozded at the
Ncwhall Refinery, he tica loaded tnc truck =nd trailer vith
hcavy o1l to be takxen to Krawmer and reacaed Mr., Hole's house
acout 4 2.n., wacn ae wernt off duty and kr Hele droveée THE
truckz to Krancr. Mr Hale rcturaed frot Kr=aer ajsout 10 o n ,
2% walich time Driver Saaffcr was called, resaming duty ot

11 p.m. There 1s no record kept of the hours ac 1g on duty,
althoush he said e had ncver been on duty contiauoasly ~g
long 2s 20 aours, .anen ac gete tivred e pulls uo nlongsidc

of the¢ reoad and rests. ¥Fhen questioned as to tae reatert
nurber of hours ne had bcen on duty at one time nc azzin
consulted llr, and Mres. Hale, but no defiaite ruply was 21iven.

s, Hale, ocwner of the truck and trailler, stated thet the
truck vas in good condition Aaand tnat the Iast reoAir work had
consi<ted of the i1nstalloation of nev brake bends about 3 moatis
previougly, this truck i1s the only onc he o'ns, he 2nd Shaffer
trking turns 1n driving 1t, Pnd due tc tae zreat cut 1n vpricis
pa1d for hauling he 18 forced to keep his truck in op.rotion
almost constantly. WMost of the hauls are not lonz, “'1th tae
exception of the haul from Mewhall to Kraror, A distaance of
114 miles, which taxkce aoout 20 hours for n round trin,
2lthough tney do not work as long as 20 hours without takiag
8 hours rest OCn 2 lator date Mr. Hale was au.stioned again
after a check had been wade of tne slips showiag the receiot
and delivery of o1l on the day pefore tnc sccid:nt, 1t Lad
peen found that L.r Hole's nane aes shown ~s tac driver vao
received the o1l at Neo hall on tie day vrior to tue aceident
Mr Hale stasted that a21s aawve .15 sigaed by Driver S.affer
vaen Shaffer received the load 1aasmuch 29 ¢ haimeclf ' as the
ornie wio was goinZz to mrke the triv througa to Xr-wer.

Laborer Klaponerstick, of the Suckov Borax Company at
Kramer, stated tumrt on Februsry 11 a lozd of o1l ivas delivered
about noon by a m2n aaswering tne description of Saalf.r,
gtating that thcre are tvo men taoat drive tae truck nd on
this day 1% was the younzer man and hc heard aim make the
remark tnat ne was acout "all 1a", tast he Lad opecn ou duty
e1ther 34 or 35 aours, he wasned %o refresh haimsclf ~nd thean
gsa1d tnat he gucseed he would be aple to got pack to levhall.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by the failure of Truck Draver
Snaff.r to use prover nricautious ocefore attempting tc vass
over 2 rnaiiroad crossicg a2t grade, 1 ceoatrioutin, churc was the
failure of Motorman iirst, of train no. 353, to waintAia a
proger lookout and tke sfiews to stom hisg train cefore tae
accident occurred.

The California Vehicle Act of 1631 =»rovider that tac
overator of any truck carryine inflamracle liauide sa21l oefore
crossing at grade ~ay tract or tract= of 2 ~tcar reilroad
bring his truck to a full 7ad complete ctop '1ftain 207V less
than 10 fectmr rore than 50 fect from tne nearest rail, Aaa
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shall while stopred look and listen in both directinne for
approachiang traias. Driver Shaffor said he stopped 30 feet
from the crossing, lookcd 1n onoth directions and oroceeded
onto the crossing in lov se-r at a speed of 3 miles ner aour.
Cther evideace, hovever, '1asg to tae effect thst tne truck

v2as traveling a4t a much higner rate of sveed and orobably

was not stopped before attempting to pass cver the crossiag,
altaough ao positive conclusion to tuis effect cera 2 drawn.
It di1d appear, hewever, taat tae truck driver did not cee the
train until 1t vas 300 foct distont, vhercas had he becn
usiag the caution required . ae. stovoving for a railroad
crossing ne could have zec¢n tae trzin vihen 1t vaeg at least
540 feet distant, he ~lso failed to hear tne waistle 2and vell,
although there vag c¢vidence th t poth were used.

According to ni1ic o.n statements, Motorman Hiret did ot
see the truck until about the time the collision occurred And
Aapv2rcatly there was no avplication of the brakes uatil that
time, when the damagze caused oy the 2ccident resulted in a
broken train line Teste showed thnt toe motorman's view was
1n no way obscured by the t1lt of the car s 1t rounded the
curve, 1in fact, 1f the truck nad stopped at the poiat claimed
by the truck driver, the motorman could herve secn 1t wien 500
feet distant. If 1t aporoachea without stoponiag tnerc still
remains thae fact tost wnea 100 feet from the crossiag the
motorman could have recn anytiing on tne street witain 55 feet
of the crossing, and had the motorman seen the truck even at
this late moment, he could have etopned short of the crossing.

There 18 no raecord kept of the hours on duty of the truck
driver, 2nd according to his statere:ts, as well as those of
his erployer, he had been on duty about 9 hour  at the time
of the accident After hrviag been off duty 19 hours. From
the manner in whilch his staterent " as given relative to the
time he wae off duty on tae day before tlue occurreace of the
accident, 1t 18 a question as to how muca crede.dce c¢an be
given to 1t, Tor 1t wns only after coaverceiny 1ta nisg employer,
Mr. Hale, and "1th lrs. Oole, wno keeps the accounts, that he
m2de his revnly, vwaica apparently vae 1n accord vita vhet
tney told haim. A stateacnt made by one of tic employees of
toe plant at Kramer, at vaica plant the load of o011l had peen
delivered at noontime cn the day pelore tae accideat, indic-ted
that BnAaffer was tac driver vao delivered the o1l, that
employeg did not know the nane of tae driver but the description
given agreed with taat of BSnarfur and he stated thnt the driver
made the remark ta2t he wes 211 i1n »nd had been workiag more
taan 30 hours. Tro truckiag slips drted February 10, sicned
by Draiver Snaffer, show A haul from Piru to tne Neviaall refiaery
and the: from the Banta Pavls tanks to the Nowhall refinecry.

If Driver Shaffer made tae triv to tae plant =t Kramer on
February 11, in adiition to tacse $0 trivs on the tenta, he
then vould have been on duty wmore than 30 hours vhen he rcached
the Xramer plz:nt, as stated oy the laborer at th”t noint, aAnd
aomwroximately 48 hours from the time he vent on duty on the
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morning of Feoruary 10 to tae time of the 2ccideat, 755 a .
February 12, 1itn very little rest, 1f any, during tht time.
Due to tne lack of =2ccur~te informetion, horever, #nd to tac
fact th~t such sources of 1aformaticn as weire availanle

could not oe corroperatud 1n Any wAy, 1t vas impoeslkle to
develop con t.ue record tne esact situation surrcunding the

nours of scrvice of Driver Sianffcr or vacta-r 1e *ag 1a vrover
physicAal 2nd mental condition for the w»nerformsnce of aie duties.

As 1ndicative of the neced for supervisior of the " orkiag
conditions ¢of truck drivers, ho cver, 1t migat oe vecll to
call attention to Aanother 1..stance developed at the time of
thie i1nvestigntion. Tae driver from whom the follovwing in-
formation v=s obtained had bees out of vork fer 13 years and
d1d not wish his nwme to e ussd ne he did not wiat to lose
nis jJow. Tais driver, 1lso engaged in hauling i1aflamnaples,
8a1d th2t At the time he vas intervieved he aad been on duty
more tnan a0 hours continuously and ta=2t by the time he
completed his trip he vould have been on duty aoout 28 hours.
This driver aleo made regular trive over a certlin route which
rcquired him to be on duty about 36 nours, and on one of his
routes there are aopcut 12 railroad crossings 2t grade.

Tne 1ndic~ted existence of =uch long vorking hours ng iTe
referred to above constitutes additionAal Argument, 1f any 1s
needed, for regulaticn of conditions surroundiag the cpermtion
of motor trucks. The aced for limiting hours on duty in order
to wromcte safety 1e 211 recocnized on our reilroads, and is
oune of the factors respoasiolce for the safety records rhich
nave beca 2stablizhed by the railrend i1adustry. Taicre 18 no
reasgon vhy eimilar regulation should .ot be exteded to the
motor ftr-agportetion i1adustry, with beaef1t sotn to those
employed 1n that i1ndustry aad to the motoriag osuolic.

Respectfully =u-mittoed,
i P. 30RLAYD,

Director.



