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Railroagd:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Equipment involved:

Train number:
Engine nunmber:
Ccneist:
Estimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Hignway:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

SUMMARY

Soutnern Pacific

Aucust 8, 1945
French, N. Mex.
Colliision
Tngine

Extre 54815 Vest

Inv-2920

Yotor-truck

40 m. p. 0.

Timetacle and train orders

Single;
asceniing grade

Tangent; crosses

tangent; 0.1 percent
eastweard

track at angle

of 75°34'; vertical curve

Clear

1:10 p. m.

S killed; 1 injured

Feilure to operate a nmotor-trucxk
approacning railroad crossing
at grade in accordance witn
requirsments of law



INVESTICGATION NO. 2920

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNMDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

SOUTHEERIN PACIFIC COMPANY

September 26, 1945.

Accident near Frenca, N. ¥Mex., oa August 8, 1945, ceused
by fallure to oneroce a motor-trucx aporoacning a
railroad crcesing at #rade in accordance witn re-
quirements of law.

1
REPCRT O0F THE CCMISSICN

PATTERSON, Commiesioner:

Cn August &, 1%4c, tnere was a ccllision between en

e cific Company and a motor-truck

at a grade crossing near Frencn, N. Mex., wnicn resulted
in the deatn of two truck drivers and one train-service
employee, ard the injury of cne train-service employee.

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) cf the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled wroceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Locastion of Agcident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on tne Santa Rosa Subdivision, ex-
tending between Tucumcari and Dawson, N. Mex., 132 niles, a
eingle-track line over unicn trains are operated by timeteble
and train orders. Tnere is no block system in use. Tne accl-
dent occurred 114.98 miles northwest of Tucumceri, at a point
1.08 miles.west of tne station at French, where the railroad
is crossed at grade by U. 8. Highway No. 85. Tne track is
tangent tnrougnout a distance of 1.08 miles east of tnis point
and 0.59 mile westward. Tne grade is 0.1 percent ascending
wastward.

J

U. 3. Hignwey ¥o. 885 intarsectis tne railroed at an angle
of 75°34!'. Tne nignway ie tarnment tarougnout a distance cof
about 0.56 nile soutn of the crossing &and a considergble die-
tance northwerd. Tre grade for nortih-bound vemicles is 2.0
percent sscending ©00 fcet, then there 18 a vertical curve 100
feet to the crossing and 30T feet rortnvard. South of the
crossing tha highway is surfac:d with aspraltum to a widtn of
24 feet. The croseirg is 48 fezt wide. Two planks 10 incaes
wide and one plank 10 incnecs wi ere provided, rcspectively,
outside and inside taz reils cf tne track. The remalader of
the surface of thne croscing is paved witn aspnal tum.
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An advance warning reilrcad-crossing sign is located 380
feet soutn of the crossing ~nd 16 feet east of thnec nignwvay.
Tnis sign is a disc 2.47 Teet in diameter mountesd on a mest 4
feet 3 inches a2bove tre level of tne nigrway. It besrs two
diagonal lines intcrsecting at rignt angles at its center, and
bears tne letters "R.R." in ovlack and in colorless reflactor
buttens on @ yellow vackcround. A stendard cross-buck railroad-
crossing slgn is located to tne rignt of tae direction of
nortnwerd traffic 15 fect south of the fTrack and 22 feoet east
of the highway. Tnis sign is mountzd on a mast 10 fect ahove
tne lzvel of the nlgnway, and besrs tne words "RAILROAD
CROSSING" in black letters on a winite beckground. A crossing-
tnistle sign for west-bound trasins is,located 1,338 fget east
o tino crossing.

Opcerating rules reesd in part g8 follows:
14. ENGINME WHISTLE SIGTALS

Note--The signals prescribed ore illustrated

by "o" for snort sounds; " " for longer sounds.
* % % —

* % *



SOUND INDICATION

(1) 0 Aporoachning public crossings "
at grade, ¥ % ¥ to be com-
menced sufficiently in advance
to afford ample warning, but
"not less tnan one~fourtn mile
before reacning a crossing,
and prolonged or repeated
until engine nas passed over
the crossing.

W 3%

Laws of tne State of New Mexico governing transportation
by motor venicles for hire over tre public nighways resd in
part as follows: ‘

# % % motor venicle shall upon avnroacning a
railrord grade crossing, reduce speed to a rate
that snall enable a stop to ve made before reach-
ing a point tnat vill clear an oncoming train,
sucn peint being noct less than seven (7) feet
from tne rearest rail of such crossing, and shall
proceed to crcss only after due caution nas been
taken to ascertain thet tae course is clear. In
all cases, crossing snall be made only in such
gear tnat tnere shall be no necessity for chenging
gears wnile traversing sucn crossing. Nothing
contained in tnis psragrapn snsll be so construed
as to relleve tne driver of the responsibility in
any case of exercising due caution to ascertain
tnat tne course is clear before proceeding over
sucn cressing.,

Tne maximum authorized sweed for tne train involved was
30 miles per nour.

Description of Accident

Extra 3315 East, moving eastward according to time-table
direction but westward according to compass direction, con-
sisting of engine 3315, a 2-8-2 type, passed Frencn about 1:0
p. m., and, wnile moving over a nignway grade crossing 1.08
miles west of Frencn at an estimated speed of 30 miles per
nour, it was struck by a nortn-bound motor-truck,

Thne motor-truck involved was .a tractor and semi-trailer,
ovned and operated by tne Denver Chicago Trucking Co., Inc.,
of Denver, Colo., a motor caerrier engaged in interstate



>

-7 - 2920

commerce. Tne occupants of the motor-truck were two drivers,
wno neld Colorado chauffzsurs' licenses Nos. 1-2797 and 1-5439.
The tractor wes a 1945 C70TS Autocar model, and bore New Mexico
license No. 13660, Colorado license No. 1T4890, and Arizona
license Ne. 11-605A. It weigaed 11,745 pounds, and was equipped
witn dual tires on the resr wneels, alr brakes on all wnecls,
and an enclosed steel cab. The semi-trailer wes a 1939 Fruenauf
LT 2226 closed top model, and bore New Mexico license No. 1536,
Colorado license Nc. 1TRL281, Arizona license No. 9-63A3, and
Nobreska license No. 29X381. It was equipped with two axles
at tne rear end, dudl tires on the wheels of eacn axle, and air
brakes on all wneels. The veignt of tkhe traller wnen empty was
€,20C pounds. The overall lengtn of the tractor and semi-
trailer was 37 feet 8 inches. At the time of the eccident tne
cargo with wnicn thne semi-trailer was loaded welgned 29,469
pounds., Thnis venicle, en rouvte from Los Angeles, Calif., %o
Denver, Colo., was moving nortnwerd on U. 8. Highway No. 85 at
an estimated speed of 40 miles per nour wnen it struck Extra
5318 Yest.

A west-bound trzlin s odroscning on the railroad could be
feen oy tne Ariver of a ncrtn-bourd vehicle throughout a dis-
tance of approximately I mile.

Tne motor-truck struck thz lelft side of ecngine 3315 be-
tween the pilot Teem and the cylinfer. Thne engine and tender
were derciled end stovped on their rignt sides 119 feet west
of tne crossing and 15 feet north of tn= track, and were badly
damaged. Tne fuel tank of the tractor was punctured, escaping
gasoline beceme ignited, and the trzctor, the traller and the
cargc were desiroyed in tne collision and by fire.

The weatner was clsar at tne time of the eccident, whilch
occurred avout 1:1C p. m.

Tne fircmen of Extra 3315 was killed, anc the engineer
was injurecd. '

During tne 30-day pcriod prececing tne day of tne accl-
dent, tnc averege daily movement over the crossing was 1.6
trains. During the 24-hour veriod begianning at 1:15 p. m.,
August 12, 1945, 105 motor-trucks, 20 busss, 366 automoblles
and 5 otaer venicles passed over the crossing.

Disvussion

Extra 3310 West was apvoroacning tne crossing at a speed
of about 30 miles par nour in territory wihere the maximum
autnorized,speed was 30 miles per nour. The enginemen were
maintaining e lookcout ancad. The alr brak.s nad functioned
ovroperly en route. Tne vhistle signal for the crossing wes
sounded in compliancc witn the rules. The first the engineer
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knew of anythning being wrong was wnen the fireman called a
warning wnen tne engine was a short distance east of the cross-
ing. Hovwever, the acoide occurred before the engineer could
take effective action to ston the train. The fireman was klllﬂb

Tne investigation disclosed that two emnlovees of tne
Denver Chicago Trucking Company were occupying thne motor-truck
wnen tne accident occurred. These.employees were experienced
drivers and nad made several ftrips over tne route prior to tne
accicent. A foreman of tne maintenance of way department of
the railroad, wno was in the vicinity of tne crossing wnen tne
accident occurred, said that the motor-truck was moving st a
speed of about 40 miles per nour wnen it struck Extra 3315.

Tne laws of tne State of New 'fexico require motor venicl:s
engazed in transportetion for nire to stop not less than 7 feetl
from the near<st railroad track and not to proceed until it 1is
safe to do so. It could not be determined way tne driver
feiled to takec action to stop the rnotor-truck short of tne
crossing in accordance witn thic provision of the law, as both
occupants of thne motor-truck were killed in tne accident.

It is found tnat tals ecc
overcte a motor-truck ap roac
in accordance witn requiremen

[+]
wing a rallroad croc51ng at grede
ts of law.

Dated at Washington, D. C., thls twenty-sixth
day of Senterner, 1945,

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.




