IUTERSTATE COUvERCE CCLILISSION

WaSEINGTOD

REPORT NO. 3682
SEASCARD AIR LINE RATLROAD COIPANY
I¥ RZ AQCTDENT
NZAR FORT GRIEY SPRIVGS, FLA., CF

' APRTL 11, 1956




Date:

Rallroead:

Locatlion:

Kind of accident:
Zaulpment involved:
Traln number:

locomotive number:

Conglst:
Estimated Speeds:
Operation:

Track:

Highway:

Weather:
Time-
Casualties:

Cause:

Report No. 3652

SUMMARY

April 11, 1956

Seaboard Alir Line

Fort Creen Springs, Fla,

Colllsion

Passenger Train + HNotor-truck
321 !

Diesel—-electric unit
2701 '

3 cars
45 m, p. h. : 40 m¢ p. h.
Timetable and traln orders

Single; tangent:; .43 percent
ascending grade southward

Tangent; crosses track at angle
of 81l°l4': 1,80 percent ascendlng
grac e eagtwarad
Cloudy
9:47 a, m.
3 killed; 5 injured
Failure to stop a motor-truck short

of a train moving over a rail-
hlighway grade crossing
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3682

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

SEABOARD AIR LIKE RAILROAD QOMPANY

May 25, 1958

Accldent near Fort Green Springs, Fla., on April 11, 1968,
caused by fallure to stop a motor-truck short of a
train moving over a rail-highway grade orossing.

REPORT OF THE GOMMISSIONl

CLARKE, Commissiogner:

On April 11, 1956, therse was a collislon between a
passenger train on the Seaboard Air Line Rallroad and a
mo tor-truck at a rail-highway grade croesing near Fort
Green Springs, Fla., which reeulted in the death of the
driver of the motnr-truck one express messenger, and one
train-service employee, and the injury of one passenger
two Pullman Company employees, one traln porter, and ohe
train-service employee,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate
Commerce Act the above-entltled proceeding wss referred by
the Commisslon te Commliesioner Clarke for conslderation and
disposition.
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Location of Accldent and etnod of Uperation

This accident occurred on that part of the South Florida
Division eoxtending betwecn Edison #nd Port Boca Grande, Fla,,
26.5 miles, In the vielnity of the poilnt of accldent tnis
1s a single-track line, over 'mich trains are opcratrd by
Tlmetable and trrin orders. Trere is no block system 1ln use
except bctween first-class tralns or passenger treins moving
In the same dircection, The accldent ccecurred on the main
track at a point 21,9 mlles south of Edison and 1,507 feet
north of the stotion at Fort Green Springs, wnere the rail-
road 1s crossed at grade by State Highway Io. 62, The rail-
road is tangent throughout a rqlstance of €,6 miles lommedl-
ately north of the point of accident and a considerable
dlstence gcuthrrard, The grades 1s 0,43 percent ascending
southward =t the polnt of accicent,

State Highvay Jo, 82 is toagont throughout a distance
of over 2,000 feet rmnedilately -~est of the crossing and

several aundred feet castyiard, t intcrscets the rallrocad
at an anglc of 81011'. It 18 surfaced to a -11d*th of 20 feot
i th hiltuminous matsris A B-1nch Tty 12-inch nlank 1s laiad

on cach sides of e-ch rail throLgrout the wldth of the cross-
ing, and the rcmaining arca of ths crossing 1e surfaced ulth
bltuminovs matcrial to the level eof the tops of tho ralls,
The grade for cast-bound vericles 1s 1,80 rcercent ascending
throughout a dilstance of 4070 feet 1-modlately cet of the
crossing,

A clrcular mailrcad-crossing advance—warning slen is
located on the south sidc of the highw-oy at o point 335 fecot
west of the reoilrpoad, This sign is 20 inches in dizmeter
end 1s mountced on a m~st 4 fe .t above the level of the high-~
way, It becorsg two dlagoncl lines interscetin~ at zight
angles #nd the lettcrs "RR' in blaek on o yellow begkground,
At polnts 250 fcot »nd 400 feet vrest of the railroad a yellow
linc 2 fcet in width 1s painted oa the surface of tke high-
way across 1ts cntire width., In the ¢-stprd trafflc lane
of the highway, b-tiecn these t-o linocg, therce are two diag-
onal lincs intors*c+1ng nt right nnzles rnd the lettrors "RRM
painted 1n yellow, At the timc the acecldont occurred a
stenderd erossbuck rallroad-crossing sign wrs logcated 1n the
southcast angle of *he intcrscetion of tho highwoy and the
rallirpad, Thls sigh wrs mounted on 2 mast @ fcet 8 lnches
above the level of the high-=my and bore the rords "RAILICAD
CROS8SING" in black on a white backaround, The mast bore the
words "LOOK CUT FOR THE Ca&RS" in blocx on a whlte background.
A crossing-vhistle sign for gouth-bcund %tralns is located
1,557 fect north ¢f the crossing,
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This corrizr's opcroting rules read in part ns follows:
14, EFGINE WEISTLE SIGNALS

I'ote,—The signals prescribed are 1llustroted by "of
for short sounds; "-—" for longeor sounds., * ¥ ¥ -

Sound: Indiention:
W* 4 3 f
(1) = — 0 — Approonching public erossings
at grade., (Sce Rule 972)
*o# %

TRAT'™ SIZITALS

17. The hendlight «11l be displ-yed to the front of
2vry troin by dny -nd by night, # ¥ ¥

30, ¥ * * the cnrine bell must be rung when an cngine
ig ** * = pppreaching ond passiftig public crossings at
p g g g
grrade % #

ENGINELEN
972, ©Englnecmen, ~hen reaching standerd whistle pest,
111 sound Slgnal 14-{1), beginning at whistle nmost and
contlnulng until engine passcs over crossing, ¥ # #

Rules and regulations for drivers of the motor crrricr
read ln part as follows:

Rallrond Cronsgsinyss —~ You must come to o complefe
stop at railroad crocslngs # ¥ ¥

The maximum suthorized speod for passenger tralns 1s
50 milecs pecr hour,

Description of Acclidcnt

No, 321, a south-bound first—-clsss prssonger troin,
conslsted of Diegel-clectric unlt 2701, onc cxpress car,
one coach, and onc slceplng enr, in the order nomed, The
first and sccond cars wcrc of conv atlonel nll-stcel con-
gtructlon, ¢nd the third car w-s of lightucight constructlion.
Thlis trnin departcd from Brewstor, Fla,, 10,7 mlles south
“of Edlson, the last open offileg, at $:31 o, m,, 7 mlnutes
latc, ~nd vhilc moving -t an cstlmated specd of 45 mllcs
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per hour 1t was struck by a motor-truck at a rail-hichway
grade crossing 21,9 miles south of Edison and 1,807 feet
north of the statlon at Fort Green Springs, where the raill-
road 1g crossed at grade by State Fighway Jo. 82,

The vehlcle i1nvolved a5 a tractor and seml-traller
owned by Redwing Carriers, Inc., Tampa, Fla. The driver,
o "qs the scle ocnuﬂant neld Florlda chauffeur's licen
llo. 1CE528., The tractor was a 1955 lMack, liodel B 42-T, aqd
bore Florida llcense o, & G/V #206. It was potered by a
6~-cylinder 150-horsepower gasoline sncine. The semi~traller
was a 1855 Frazier cargo tank and btore Flprida license lo.
2-0~-792. Toth the tractor and the seml-traller -isre equlpped
r1th alr brakes., The cajaclty of the seml-trailer was 2,300
callons, and at the time ¢f the accldent i1t was loaded to
capaclty -"ith zasoline, The earroc rss loaded at Tamma and
was destined to Wauchula, Fla, The ovsrall length of the
vehlecle was 48 feet 9 incheg, and the estimated gross welght
wag 70,000 pounds. Thls vehlcle vas moving sast-ard on Suste
Eichway No. 62, and +hlle rmoving ot cn estimated speed of 40
miles per hour 1t struck the side of 'o. 321,

Varks on the equipmaznt of Fo, 321 Inclcated that “he
front end of the tractor struck the resr end of th2 locsrotive,
Loparently tne Trontof *the tractor was Jc¢flectad toward the
south, and th: froat cnd of the semi-tr:ilcr struck the side
of une first car near tne front door corncr rost, The roar
end of the seml~trallcr then struck ths side orf <he second
car ncar the front c-nd and atove thc eide sill. The rear
truck of the first car anéd roth trucks of the second and
third cars vere deroiled., There were no geparationg betrreen
the units of the train, The traln stooped --ith the front
end of tne locomotive 335 foct soutn of the peolnt of accident.
ke cars remained approximately urrignt #nd 1ln line with the
track. The tractor and scmi-trallcr stoppced -1th the rcar
end on the soush edee of the hizh ey ond the front end toward
the southwest, Tne cargo ting o7 the seml-trellor ras rup-
turcd 1n ths colliglon, ané ecscapling gasclinc becrme lgnited,
The motor-truck and the second car vcre destroyed ~nd the
third cer wag bally damcged by Tirce, The Jocomoctive was
slightly camrped, -=nd <he Tir,st car wos somewhatd dameged,

The conducter vas #1llcd, The train bapeageman-flagman
was injured,

The wenther vas cloudy ot the time of the meccident,
thleh occurrcd abeut D147 A, M,
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During the 30-day perlod preceding the day of the
accldent the average dally movement over the crossing
s 4,1 trains, Durlng the 24-hour period boglinning at
12;00 noon, April 16, 1956, 258 automoblles, 131 motor-
trucks including 6 cerrying oil, 6 buscs, and 6 other
vchilelces pasecd over the crossing,

Digcussion

As Yo, 321 was spprosching tho point where the accldent
occurred thc cngincmen vrere malntalning o lookout ahead from
the control compartmecnt ot the front of the locomotive, The
members of the train erow were 1n verlous locntlons ln the
cars of the trnin, The speed was -~pproximatcly 50 mlles per
hour, The brakcs of the traln hnd beon testod and had func-
tioncd proporly +micn used en routc. The hendlight wes lighted,
The znginomcn sold that the cngincor began to sound the grode—
crossing whiatlo slgnal in the vicinity of tho crossing-
vhistle slgn ond thet he prolonged the signal until the loco-
motlvc recched the crossing, The locomotive bell was ringling
during this time, The ecnginecr sald that after passing the
crogsing-whistle elgn he closed thc throttle and made a light
application of thc brakecs nreparatory to stopping at the
station at Fort Grcen Springs, As the locomotlve was entering
the erossing the cneglncer saw the motor-truck approaching from
the west., He immediately made an cmergency application of the
brakes. He cstimatcd that the speed of tho traln was approx-
lmatcly 45 milcs per hour vhen the collislon occurred.

T witnesses to the accldent werc on the south side of
the highrvay vhen the accident occurrcd., Onc of these wlt-
nesscsg was about 50 feet west of the track, and the other
was between 200 and 250 feet est of the track. Both sald
that the crossing—histlec signal was belng sounded as the
train spproachcd the crossing, Both estimated the spced of
the motor-truck as 1t approachod the crossing as about 40
milcs per hour. Thoy attompted to attract the attontion of
the drlver and warn him of the approaching train, but the
truck passcd them without a reduction in specd., One of these
wltnesscs thought that the spced of the truck may have been
somcwhat recduccd immediately before the colllsion occurred.,

As a vohlelc approachcs the crossing from the wecst the
driver's vicw of an approaching south-bound train 1s obstruct-
cd by trecas locatad along the north slde of the highway and
the west side of the track, and by a onc—-story bullding lo-
catcd 77 feot north of the highway and 71 feet weost of the
track. Aftcr the vehlcle passes a pole linc located 50 fee?t
wegt of the track, the driver has an unobstructed view of an
approachling south-bound traln,
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The driver of th: motor-~truck was 41 yeors of agn and
hnd b-oen cmployeod in this ernaclty by the motor carrier slnce
J-gember 12, 1952, The motor carricr had no record of his
arving made a »revious trin over the rcute uscd on the day
of the acecldent.

Cause

Thig accidont was csusa2d by failurc to stop a motor-

truck short of a troin moving over a reil-hlghrey grade
crossing,

Datzd at Wnehlngton, D. C., this twenty-fifth
Cay of May, 1985,

By the Commission, Commlssioncr Clerke,

{ 8EAL} HARCLD D, MelCY,

Scerctory.



