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A p r i l 1 1 , 1956 

Seaboard A i r L i n e 

F o r t Creen S p r i n g s , F l a , 

C o l l i s i o n 

P a s s e n g e r T r a i n 

321 

D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 
2701 

: I f o t o r - t r u c k 

3 c a r s 

45 m. p . h. 40 m. p . h . 

T i m e t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s 

S i n g l e ; t a n g e n t ; 0 . 43 p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g g r a d e southward 

Tangen t ; c r o s s e s t r a c k a t a n g l e 
o f 8 1 ° 1 4 1 ; 1.80 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 
g r a c e ea s twa rd 

Cloudy 

9 :47 a. ra. 

3 k i l l e d ; 5 i n j u r e d 

F a i l u r e to s t op a n o t o r - t r u c k s h o r t 
o f a t r a i n moving o v e r a r a i l -
h ighway g r ade c r o s s i n g 



3 -

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3680 

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

SEABOARD AIR LINE RAILROAD COMPANY 

May 25, 1956 

Accident near Fort Green Springs, Fla., on April 11, 1956, 
caused by failure to stop a motor-truck short of a 
train moving over a rail-highway grade crossing. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commlaaloner: 

On April 11, 1956, there was a collision between a 
passenger train on the Seaboard Air Line Railroad and a 
motor-truck at a rail-highway grade crossing near Fort 
Green Springe, Fla., which resulted in the death of the 
driver of the motor-truck, one express messenger, and one 
train-service employee, and the injury of one passenger, 
two Pullman Company employees, one train porter, and one 
train-service employee. 

1 
Under authority^of section 17 (2) of the Interstate 

Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by 
the Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consideration and 
disposition. 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Hetnod o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t pa r t o f t h e South F l o r i d a 
D i v i s i o n c x t e n d j n g be tween Edison and P o r t Eoca Grande, F l a . , 
96 .5 m i l e s . I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t n l s 
I s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r w r _ich t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by 
t i m e t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s . T r e r e i s no b l o c k system i n use 
e x c e p t be tween f i r s t - c l a s s t r a i n s o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s mov ing 
I n t he same d i r e c t i o n . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the main 
t r a c k a t a p o i n t 21 .9 m i l e s south o f Ed i son and 1,807 f e e t 
no r th o f the s t a t i o n a t F o r t Green S p r i n g s , where t h e r a i l 
road i s c r o s s e d a t g r a d e by S t a t e Highway T o . 6 2 . The r a i l 
road I s t angen t t h roughou t a d i s t a n c e o f 8 .6 m i l e s immedi 
a t e l y n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
d i s t a n c e sou thward . The g rade i s 0 ,45 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 
southward s t t h e p o i n t o f " a c c i c 1 e n t . 

S t a t e Highway N o . 62 I s t a n g e n t t h r o u g h o u t a d i s t a n c e 
o f o v e r 2 ,000 f e e t i m m e d i a t e l y --est o f the c r o s s i n g and 
s e v e r a l Hundred f e e t e a s t w a r d . I t i n t e r s e c t s the r a i l r o a d 
a t an a n g l e o f 8 1 ° l i r , I t i s s u r f a c e d to a T dd th o f 20 f e c t 
T'ith bituminous m a t e r i a l . A 6 - i n c h by 1 2 - i n c h p l ank I s l a i d 
on each s i d e o f a? oh r a i l t h roughou t t h e w i d t h o f the c r o s s 
i n g , and the r e m a i n i n g a rea o f tho c r o s s i n g i s s u r f a c e d w i t h 
b i tuminous m a t e r i a l to the l e v e l o f the t o p s o f the r a i l s . 
The g r a d e f o r cas t -bound v o r l c l e s I s 1.30 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 
t h roughou t a d i s t a n c e o f 400 f e e t I m m e d i a t e l y ^ T C s t o f t he 
cro s s i n g . 

A c i r c u l a r r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g a d v a n c e - w a r n i n g s i g n I s 
l o c a t e d on the south s i d e o f the h ighway a t a. p o i n t 335 f e c t 
w e s t o f the r a i l r o a d . T h i s s i g n I s 50 i n c h e s I n d i a m e t e r 
and i s mounted on a m^st 4 f e . t above the l e v e l o f t h e h i g h 
way. I t b e a r s two d i a g o n a l l i n e s i n t e r s e c t i n g a t r i g h t 
a n g l e s and the l e t t e r s "RR" I n b l a c k on a y e l l o w background . 
A t p o i n t s ?50 f e e t ^nd 400 f e e t ' r e s t o f t h e r a i l r o a d a y e l l o w 
l i n e 2 f e c t I n w i d t h i s p a i n t e d on the s u r f a c e of the h i g h 
way a c r o s s i t s e n t i r e w i d t h . I n the c s t w a r d t r a f f i c l a n e 
o f t he h ighway , be tween t h e s e t^-o l i n e s , t h e r e a r e two d i a g 
o n a l l i n e s i n t e r s e c t i n g a t r i g h t a n g l e s and the l e t t e r s "RR" 
p a i n t e d I n y e l l o w . A t the t i m e t h c ^ a c c l d c n t o c c u r r e d a 
s t anda rd c rossbuck r e , l l r o a d - c r o s s i n g s i g n e l o c a t e d i n t h e 
s o u t h e a s t a n g l e o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f the h ighway e.nd t h e 
r a i l r o a d . T h i s s i g n was mounted on a. mast 9 f e e t 8 i n c h e s 
j b o v e the l e v e l o f t he highway and b o r e t he ^ o r d s "RAILROAD 
CROSSING" In b l a c k on a w h i t e background . The mast b o r e t he 
words "LOOK OUT FOR THE CARS" i n b l a c i on a w h i t e background . 
A c r o s s i n g - w h i s t l e s i g n f o r south-bound t r a i n s I s l o c a t e d 
1,557 f e c t n o r t h o f the c r o s s i n g . 
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T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r ead In p a r t as f o l l o w s : 

1 4 . ENGINE WHISTLE SIGNALS 

N o t e . — T h e s i g n a l s p r o s c r i b e d i r e I l l u s t r a t e d by " o " 
f o r s h o r t sounds; " f o r l o n g e r sounds. * * * 

Sound: I n d i c a t i o n : 

* # # 

( 1 ) — — o — A p p r o a c h i n g p u b l i c c r o s s i n g s 
a t g r a d e . ( S e e R u l e 972) 

* # # 

TRAT T SIGNALS 

1 7 . The h e a d l i g h t w i l l be d i s p l a y e d to the f r o n t o f 
e v ^ r y t r a i n by day ^nd by n i g h t . * * # 

30 . # * * the e n g i n e b e l l must be rung Mien an e n g i n e 
i s ~'T * w a p p r c o c h i n g end ' p a s s i n g p u b l i c c r o s s i n g s a t 
g r o d c * * * 

9 7 2 . Enginemen, "hen r e a c h i n g s tandard w h i s t l e p o s t , 
T ' l l l sound S i g n a l 1 4 - ( l ) , b e g i n n i n g a t w h i s t l e p o s t and 
c o n t i n u i n g u n t i l e n g i n e p a s s e s o v e r c r o s s i n g . * * * 

R u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s f o r d r i v e r s o f the motor c a r r i e r 
r e a d i n p a r t a s f o l l o w s : 

R a i l r o a d C r o s s i n g s — You must come to a c o m p l e t e 
s t o p a t r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g s * * * 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s i s 
50 m i l e s p e r hou r . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

H o . 321, a south-bound f i r s t - c l a s s p a s s e n g n r t r a i n , 
c o n s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 2701, one e x p r e s s ca r , 
one coach , and one s l e e p i n g c a r , i n t h e o r d e r nomcd. The 
f i r s t and second ca r s v c r c o f conv n t i o n r l a l l - s t e e l c o n 
s t r u c t i o n , crnd the t h i r d car w s o f l i g h t w e i g h t c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
T h i s t r n i n d e p a r t e d f rom B r e w s t e r , F l a » , 1 0 . 7 m i l e s sou th 

" o f E d i s o n , tho l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 9 :31 a, m. , 7 minutes 
l a t e , ^nd T h l l c mov ing ^ t an e s t i m a t e d speed o f 45 m i l e s 
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p e r hour I t was s t r u c k by a m o t o r - t r u e ^ a t a r a i l - h i g h w a y 
g r a d e c r o s s i n g 21 ,9 m i l e s south o f Edison and 1,807 f e e t 
n o r t h o f the s t a t i o n a t F o r t Green S p r i n g s , where the r a i l 
road I s c r o s s e d a t g r a d e by S t a t e Highway N o . 62 , 

The v e h i c l e i n v o l v e d was a t r a c t o r and s e m i - t r a i l e r 
owned by Redwing C a r r i e r s , I n c . , Tampa, F l a . The d r i v e r , 
who v r as the s o l e o c c u p a n t , h e l d F l o r i d a c h a u f f e u r ' s l i c e n s e 
N o , 105528. The t r a c t o r was a 1955 Mack, K o d e l B 42 -T , and 
b o r e F l o r i d a l i c e n s e I T o . 5 C/V 3296. I t was powered by a 
6 - c y l I n d e r 1 5 0 - h o r s e p o w e r g a s o l i n e e n g i n e . The s e n i - t r a i l e r 
was a 1955 F r a s i e r c a r g o tank and b o r e F l o r i d a l i c e n s e N o . 
3 - 0 - 7 9 2 . Soth the t r a c t o r and the s e m i - t r a i l e r were equipped 
T d t h a i r b r a k e s . The c a p a c i t y o f t h e s e m l - t r a i l s r was 6 ,300 
g a l l o n s , and a t t h e t i n e o f t h e a c c i d e n t i t wa3 l o a d e d to 
c a p a c i t y " 1 t h g a s o l i n e . The ca rgo was l o a d e d a t Tamoa and 
was d e s t i n e d to Vauchula , F l a , The o v e r a l l l e n g t h o f t h e 
v e h i c l e was 49 f e e t 9 i n c h e s , and t h e e s t i m a t e d ,cross w e i g h t 
was 70,000 pounds . T h i s v e h i c l e ^aa moving eas tward on S t a t e 
Highway N o . 62, and *-hl le n o v i n g a t an e s t i m a t e d sooed o f 40 
m i l e s p e r hour i t s t r u c k t h e s i d e o f N o , 3 2 1 . 

Na rks on the eauipment o f N o , 321 I n d i c a t e d t ha t the 
f r o n t end o f the t r a c t o r s t ruck the r e a r end o f tho l o c o m o t i v e . 
A p p a r e n t l y t n e f r o n t o f the t r a c t o r was d e f l e c t e d toward the 
sou th , and tho f r o n t end o f the s e n i - t r i i l c r s t ruck the s i d e 
o f tne f i r s t car n e a r tne f r o n t doo r c o r n e r p o s t . The r o a r 
end o f the s e m l - t r a l l c r then s t ruck t h e s i d e o f the second 
car near the f r o n t end and above t h e s i d e s i l l . The r e a r 
t ruck o f t h e f i r s t c a r and % o t h t r u c k s o f the second and 
t h i r d c a r s were d e r a i l e d . The re were no s e p a r a t i o n s be tween 
the u n i t s o f the t r a i n . The t r a i n s topped " i t h the f r o n t 
end o f tne l o c o m o t i v e 595 f e e t soutn o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 
The c a r s r e n a m e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y u p r i g n t md i n l i n e w i t h the 
t r a c k . The t r a c t o r and s e m i - t r a i l e r s topped T T I t h the r e a r 
end on the sou th edge of the h i g h l y rnd t h e f r o n t end toward 
the s o u t h w e s t . Tne ca;rgo tnrK of the s e r a l - t r a l l e r T r as r u p 
tu red i n the c o l l i s i o n , and e s c a p i n g g a s o l i n e became i g n i t e d . 
The m o t o r - t r u c k and the second car w e r e d e s t r o y e d and the 
t n i r d e r r was b a d l y damaged by f i r e . The l o c o m o t i v e was 
s l i g h t l y damaged, -nd the f i r s t ca r w-<s somewhat damaged. 

The conduc to r was k i l l e d . The t r a i n baggageman-f lagman 
was I n j u r e d , 

The w e a t h e r was c l o u d y a t the t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t , 
which o c c u r r e d about 0 :^7 a, m4 
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During the 30-day per iod preceding the day o f the 
acc iden t the average d a l l y movement over the c ross ing 
I T S 4 .1 t ra ins> During the 24-hour pe r iod beginning at 
12:00 noon, A p r i l 16, 1956, 258 automobiles, 131 motor
trucks inc lud ing 6 ca r ry ing o i l , 6 buses, and 6 other 
v e h i c l e s passed ove r the c ross ing . 

Discussion 

As Fo, 321 was approaching the p o i n t where tho acc idont 
ocourred the enginemen were maintaining a lookout ahead from 

• the con t ro l compartment a t the f ron t of the l o c o m o t i v e . The 
members of the t ra in crew were in var ious l o c a t i o n s in the 
cars o f the t r n i n . The speed was approximately 50 mi l e s per 
hour . The brakes of the t r a i n hnd been tes ted and had func-

^ t ioncd p r o p e r l y when used en rou te . The head l igh t w a l i g h t e d . 
The enginemen said that the engineer began to sound the g r^de-
c ross lng w h i s t l e s igna l in the v i c i n i t y of the c ross ing-
w h i s t l e sign and that he prolonged the s igna l un t i l the l o c o 
motive recched the c ros s ing . The locomot ive b o l l was r i n g i n g 
during t h i s t ime. The engineer said that a f t e r passing the 
c r o s s i n g - w h i s t l e e lgn he closed the t h r o t t l e and made a l i g h t 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the brakos prepara tory to s topping a t the 
s t a t i on at For t Green Springs, As the l ocomot ive was en te r ing 
the creas ing the engineer saw the motor-truck approaching from 
the wes t . Ho immediately made an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the 
brakes . He estimated that the speed of tho t r a i n was approx
imate ly 45 mi les per hour when the c o l l i s i o n occurred . 

Tffo witnesses to the acc ident were on the south s ide o f 
the highway when the acc iden t occurred . One o f these w i t 
nesses was about 50 f e e t west o f the track, and the o ther 
was between 200 and 250 f e e t west o f the t r ack . Both sa id 
that the c r o s s l n g - T T h l s t l c s igna l was being sounded as the 
t r a in approached the c ross ing . Both estimated the speed of 
the mo tor - t ruck as i t approached the c ross ing as about 40 
mi les per hour. They attempted to a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n of 
the d r i v e r and warn him of the approaching t r a in , but the 
truck passed them without a reduction In speed. One of those 
wi tnesses thought that the speed of tho truck may have been 
somewhat reduced immediately be fo r e the c o l l i s i o n occurred . 

As a v e h i c l e approaches the c ross ing from the west the 
d r i v e r ' s v iew of an approaching south-bound t r a in I s obs t ruc t 
ed by t r ees l oca t ed a long the north s ide o f the highway and 
the west s ide of the track, and by a one-s to ry bu i ld ing l o 
cated 77 f o o t north o f the highway a.nd 71 f e e t west of the 
t rack . A f t e r the v e h i c l e passes a p o l e l i n e l o c a t e d 50 f e e t 
west of the t rack, the d r i v e r has an unobstructed v iew o f an 
approaching south-bound t r a i n . 
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The d r i v e r o f the mo t o r - t r u c k was 41 y e a r s o f a g e and 
had b^en employed In t h i s c r u e l t y by the motor c a r r i e r s i n c e 
D'-oember 12 , 1952. The motor c a r r i e r had no record 1 o f M s 
a r v i n g made a p r e v i o u s t r i r j o v e r the r c u t o used on tho any 
o f t h e a c c i d e n t . 

Cause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused b y f a i l u r e to s t o p a m o t o r 
t ruck s h o r t o f a t r c i n moving o v e r a r a i l - h l g h ^ e y g r ade 
c r o s s i n g . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D. C , t h i s t w e n t y - f i f t h 
day o f Kay, 1955 . 

Ey the Commission, Commiss ioner C l a r k e . 

( SEAL) HAROLD D. M c X Y , 

S e c r e t a r y . 


