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SUMMARY

Seaboard Alr Line

Februery 19, 1942

Hypeluxo, Fla.

Head-end colllslon

Passenger : Passenger
7 : 808

Diesel-electric 1 Diesel-electric
3003 gnd 3004 3013 and 3102

11 care : 7 cars

5C m. p. h. 12-15 m. p. h,

wimetable snd traln »rders, and
menusl-block system f~r follow-
ing peagsenger tralns only

Single; 1955' curve; level

Misty

About 11:53 a. m.

2 kllled; 72 1injJured

Accldent caused by fallure to obey
meet nrder

That the Seaboard Alr Line Rallway
Company limmediately establish an
adequete block system on the line
involved in thls accident
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CORMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2571

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION <EPCRTS
UNDER THE ACCIDERT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910

THE SEABOCARD AIR LINE RAILWAY COMPANY
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arch 20, 194%2

Accident at Hvpoluxo, Fla., on February 19, 1942, caused
by failure to obey a meet order.

1
KEPORT OF THE CULLLISSIONW

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On February 19, 1942, there was a head-end collision
between two passenger trains on the Seaboard Air Line Rail-
way at Hypoluxo, Tla., which reculted in the death of 2
train-service cmployees, and the injury of 47 passengers,

1 railway-mail clerk, 1 Dicvsel-engine instructor, 7 Pullman
employees, 18 dining-car employvees, 1 train porter and 3

train-scrvice employees.

lUnder authority »{ scction 17 (2) of the Intcrstate Com-

merce Act the abovewentitled proceeding was referred by
the Commission to Commissioner Patterson for considera-
tion and disposition.
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Location of Accident and dothod of Operaztion

This accident oc¢curred on that part of tae North
Division designated as the Coleman Sub-division, whicn ex-
tends bhetween Coleman end Miami, Fla., a distance ol 273.9
miles. In the vicinity of thc point of accldent this is 2
gingle-track line over which trains are operated by time-
table and trezin orders, and a manual-block system for fol-
lowing passunger trains only. At Hypoluxo, & non-train-
order station, & siding 5,448 feet in length parallecls the
main track on the west. The south switch of this siding is
1,971 Teet south of the stetion. The accident occurrcd at
a point 457 fecet south of the south siding-switch. As the
point of accident ic approzched from the north thers is 2
tangent 4.98 miles in length, which iz followesd by = 1955'
curve to the right 409 feet tc the point nf accident and
4.5.2 feet beyond. As the point of accident 1s approached
from the scuth there is 2 tangent 5,016 l'eet in length, which
is fcllewed by the curve on which the sceldent occurred. At
the peint of wccident the grzde is level.

Operating rulcs read in part as feollows:

14. TFTngine and Motor Whistle Signalce.

* % X
(n) °© Apprecaching meeting -r waiting
points. See Rule 90.

90. * %k x

Trains must step clear -1 svitch used by
the trein t¢ be met in gring in cn the siding.
The cngineman of each traia will give signal
14=N 2t least cne mile bertre roaching a meeting:
or walting pcint. On passenger treins this
signal will be answered by the crmductrr by cone
shert blest of the air whistle signul, * * %,

Shruld the ¢ngineman fail t~ glve cign:l
14-N, @eg herein provided, cenductors cud trainmen
will teke immediate sction to stop the train. * * *

90-B * * * when trains of any cless meet by train
orders, the train vhichk holds main track at meet-
ing pcint will reduce speed as necessary to insure
both trains making proper exchangse of identifica-
ticn with each other. Such speed nat te exceid thirty

(30) miles per hour for passcngur trains * * %,
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Bulletin Notice No. 418 reads in part as follows:

"The engineman of each train will zive sig-
al 14-N immediately after passing last station
buforc the meeting or walting point is rcached
and in no case less than two miles from the mect-
ing cr waiting point.™ * *

al time-table instructions read in part us

(=]

I 17--A11 first cluss trains and all trains
carrying passengers, moving in the same dirce-
tion, will Ee blocked one telegrsph station

apart.

On the curve irvelvcd the mnximun ~uthorized speed for
the trains invelved is A0 miles per hour.

gacrivtion ~f accident

No. 7, =» souta-gound fir~t-cluiss prssenger truln, con-
sisted o7 Lingel-cloctric ¢12incs 2003 wna 3004, cone club-
baggage car, six Pulliin sl cping cars, one dining car, one
lounge c¢ar znc¢ two Pullinrn S;w.pinq care, in the order

named. AlL cars vere 2F coto L construction. At Wildwnod,
219.3 miles ncrth «f Hrpeoluxe, o borminat ~ir-brake test
was made and the brnkes functioncd prepgerly at all points
where used en rrute. At West Laks Wales, 145 miles north
of Hypcluxo, the crow received coples o train order No.
L36, Form 19, which ro-d as fellows:

No 7 Frng 3003 Llcet

No 44 Ing 3016 at Scitt and
Neo 808 Eng 3013 2t Lypcluxo

Nc 44 »nd No €08 toke siding

-

f

This train cepartcd from West Loke Wales 2t 9:47 2. m., ac-
cording tco the digpetcher's rec f - veonent of trains,

28 minutes iate, pasicd Lake Verth, 4.3 miles north of
Hypoluxc 3nﬂ the last ~ren o7fizo, =t 1i:49 ~. m. 16 minutes
late, pussed Lhe fuline podzt 0 tho souba oid

B3

ryo
-
L)

ing-switch

at Hypeluxo, wheore iv ws - ulrao - 16 vriess Noo 808
was on the siding, i voooe » v b v cstiwated speed
ot 50 miles pcr t ur it =~ <23 0 0 vTon oL 08 3t o print
457 feet scuth = tr: o why o_do =500k,
Ne. 808, o vaori,=0 unl fi-00 -0 5 g ¢r train, crn-
. o

- . ‘)tf\’
sisted cf Dl@SC_ 1ol oo on 0L ad 3102, ne express
car, ocne passonser-note 2or, thro orchos, one dining ear

and one Pullrnm Glooasv; ¢np) 19 +hc order pomod. ALl ears
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were of steel comstruction. At Miami, 29.2 miles south of
hypoluxo, a terminal air-brake test was msile o°nd tho braxes
functicned properly en route. At Hollyvwood, 38.9 miles
ccubh of Hypeluxo, the crew rﬂ0ﬁ1vnd copices of trﬁiﬂ crdcr
Ne. 436, prv':ously quoted. This truin Aeparted fror Holly-
wood &t 10:57 &. m., acenreing to the dispatcher’'s record

¢l movemsnt of traing, 12 minutes Late, passed Bovnton Beoch,
e miles couth of JHypeluxe and the list open offluc, at
11:50 2. m., on tiwme, and while movine 2t an estintted speed
of 12 to 15 miles por hour it cecllided with No. 7.

Benamuse of tr cik curveturs and o growth of trees on
the west sidce ¢y the track, the view ¢ nn appronching troin
from an engine roving in cither Aircction is restricted to
a distonce of ahbeut 2,000 fo=t.,

Engines 2003 ~nd 2004, of ¥N-. 7, vere dertiled to the
e1st and stopped with the Irent ond of onglne 3003 :bout

325 Teet scuth of the point of ecllision and 18 oot eoc
of the trscx. DBrth cagiaes wuere domclls hed. The2 first
3

t
car wae deralle? to the enst and stepped with its rront and
rear ends, respectively, 40 Toet und 10 feet enst of thoe
track. The 7o’ s torn of T about one-half its length and

the side shests vere buciiled inward. This cor was des-
troyed. iz socont car w2e  deratiled to the cnst and stopped
upright, boadly d-moegerd, botweoen the first car and the track.
The thire ¢cur w3 lorallced <nd stopped, badly damsged,
diapgcnully ~cresc tho track, against engin-s 3013 and 310z
anc lezned toward tho wvest L an angle or 60 degrees. The
fourth c~r wog - deroailed to the woot and stopped, badly dam-
aged, cu its right s5ils at the ¢lpe of the rnadbed. Tho
posts ot the vestibuls vere brdliy u ‘ub -nd the eund
sheects wore cruched Inwsrd. The force of the imp&c moved
Ne. 808 backusrd =bout 54 Ffeet. Tunrlines °013 nd 310z were
deralled to thne wect ~nd stopped v ith the rmnt end of engine
3013 abeut 20 Jeeh west of the trsek andg 18 loet south of

the poixt ol ccllieion. The ront ond of this engine was
telescoped w distuance o ~beout 0 foet. Roth cngines were
destroyed. [T *i?hn, sescone pd third cars  of No. 808

were deroile! tov rl o thia west Snd ttmrﬂuﬂ upright, consider-
ably domoged, "nl wrectic  lly in line with the truck. The
front cnd of tdo trird car wus t«loocopoed a distance of 15
foet by the roar el o7 the socend eaer,
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It wassmls tlﬂg 2t the time of the nceldent, which oc-
currcd wbout 11:53 .. .

Tle troin-scrvice (iploy-ez illed were the cnginecor
No. 808 ard tac Tiveusn o lin. 7, and tle trnln» crvice
employees injurce were tha enginter and the buggagemister
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The conductor, the baggageman and the flagman of Nc.
7 had read train order No. 436 and understood. that their
train was required not to pass the fouling point of the south
siding-switch unless No. 808 was into clear cn the sidins.
The conductor said that after his train passed Lake Worth
Le heard the cngine whistle sounded and, thinking it was the
neeting-point zignal, he acknowledged it on the air sicnal.
He said thst it is difficult to distinguish engine whistle
signals from inside passenger cars. As his train was approach-
ing Hypoluxc the speed was about 75 miles per hour and he was
in the tenth car delivering several telegrams to passengers.
This was a compartment car and, because the compartments were
cn the west side of the car ond the siding was on the west
side of the moin trock, he was unable to detorine vhen niis
train reached the siding at Hypoluxc. He thcught tho cngineer
was complying with the provisions of the meet order, because
he felt the train brakes belng applied and the speed being
gradually reduced. The accident ocecurrced before the conductor
was o2ble to rench a4 peint in the train from which he ceunld
observe if Nc. 808 was on the eiding, or whether his train
wes belng coperated prepared te stop. hHe thoupht the brakes
were npplied in ercrzency just prior te the time of the celli-
sicn, a2t which tirme the speed was 50 miles per hcur. The
baggageman said that after his train lert Lake Werth hie was
not certiin that the ceneincer scunded the wcoting-poeint
whistle sicnal as the whistle wss being scundasd for several
highway cressings, but he scunded the train air signal in
acknowleament. He wvias engaged in clerical duties and failed
to cbscrve the location of his train with respect to the siding
at Hypcluxo; hewever, he felt the troin brakes being applied
in service and thoucht it was in preparatien tor stopping if
No. 808 was not on the siding. Bercre he pecnm: aware that
the engine had passed the fcoculing pecint, the train brakcs
were applied in crergencey and the ccllislen ¢ ccurrced. Ac-
cording to the statewent of the Tlagman, he was on the rear
platfcrm of the rcar cor and, wheon the rowr of the traln was
at a point =bout 5,000 fret ncrth «f the scuth siding-switch,
he sounded the train air signal to stop. He immediately felt
the brakes being applied in service and tcook no further action
ag he thought thz train wos being operatcd preparcd to stop.
The engineer was sSc¢ scvercly injured thnat 2 statement could
not be cobtzinced r'rom him at the time of tho investigation and
the fireman wes killed in the accident; tnercefore, it could
not be deternined why action was not tzken on the cngine to
stop No. 7 short of the fouling point ut the switeh involved.
Undoubtedly the ongine crew of No. 7 rccelved a copy of the
order involved, us this train moved “rom Indiantown to Scott,
2 distance of 11.6 nilcs, =agoinst the schedule of No. 44, 4
superior train, in compli.nce with one of the provisions con-
tained in the order. All mcembers of the train crew Tolt the
train brakes being 2pplied in service in thce vicinity of the
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siding at Hypoluxo, but they failed to observe if further
uction wns being taken to operate the train prepared to stop
or whether No. 808 was on the siding. The speed was re-
stricted to 60 miles per hour on the curve immediately south
of the south ciding-switeh, and it is probable th. engincer
applied the brakes to reduce specd for this curve, II the
members of the train crew had observed that their train wes
not being operated prepared to stop, action cculd have been
teken to nvert the accident.

The manutl-block system is used on the line involved
for fellowing mcvoments 01 first-class trains =nd passenger
trains only. The beook of oper ntinL ruleﬁ of this reilroead
contains monutl-block rules which previde fer the blocking
cf opposing nevements as well as fellewlne movenents but
these rules arc: net in effect on tne territory invelved.

If on odequoto blcek systerm hed been in use on the line in-
volved, this accicdent wwwld net have occurred.

Craise

It is Trund that Lais =aceident was couscd by r~ilure to
obey a neet (raeer.

Recornacndation

crmended that the Seabard Alr Line Railway
iztely ostablish ap adeguatce block-signal system
wolved in this accident.

It is rec
Ccmpany imme
on the line

Patcd =t Washingten D. C., thils twenticeth
dey of March, 1947°2.

By tne Commission, Corxilssioner Patterscen.

W. P. BARTEL

(SEAL) Secrotam




