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INTERSTATE COwmmkERCE COIL.ISSION

REPORT OF TH:x DIRRCTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY
CONCERNING AN ACCIDEST WHICH QCCURRED ON THE
SEABOARD AIR LINE RAILWAY AT HOPEWELL, FLA.,
ON SEPTE.BER 31, 1932.

November 17, 1232,

To the Commisesion.

On September 31, 1933, an automobile ran into the side of
a freight trair at a highway grade crossing on the Seaboard Air
Line Rsi1lway at Hopewell, Fla., partly derailing the train and
resulting i1n the death of one occupant of the automobile and
injury to the driver thercof, as well as the injury of three
ra1lroad employees.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Fort llyers Subdivision of
the South Florida Division, extending between Naples and Plant
City, Fla., a distance of 138.6 miles, on that part of this
subdivision extending between welcome Junction and Plant City,
within which territory this accident occurred, there are no
scheduled trains and the line 1s seldom used except by a switch-
ing run serving various 1ndustries. Trains generally are
operated over this single-track line by time-table and train
orders, no block-signal system being in use. The accident
occurred at Hopewell Road, a paved public highway crossing at
grade, which crosses, from west to east, first a siding and
then the main track. The railroad runs north and south, ap-
proaching the crossing from the south, the railroad track 1is
tangent for about 1 mile, this tangent extending north of the
crossing for more than 3,400 feet; the grade 1s 0.1 per cent
ascending for northbound trains at the crossing.

Approaching the crossing from the west, the highway curves
to the right starting at a point 380 feet from the main track
and ending at the crossing, while the grade 1s nearly level,
There 18 & circular crossing warning sign, having a white back-
ground and divided i1nto guarters by heavy painted black lines,
with the letter "R" appearing in each upper guarter of the
cirele, This sign 1s mounted on a post located south of the
nighway at a point 216 feet west of the main track, there 1is
also a standard Secaboard Alr Line crossinz sign 18 feet ecasi
of the track, this being of the crossed-bar type. There 18 a
building on the south side of the highway, 50 feet therefrom
and 64.3 feet west of the main track, after passing this build-
ing a clear vicw could have been had of the track from the
dircction in which the train was approaching for at least one-
half mile, as no freight cars stood on the siding south of the



L

Plant City, Fla.

)(Hopewell,(P 0 A)

132 6 miles

e
| Faples, TFla.

6 0 rales

y

Siding >

32 % -

T
__

Freight depct s
—_—

—'//4‘_’_’-‘—'_ —

stter'—”fi______*;H‘ ks
leéﬁf"/wth‘o_216 P I S A

,ﬂ~'f”’ﬁ;bsslng 81EM B N ‘GWSlEEES:aH
o

Dwelling > T
f4.3 Ft. - z \
3 5 N

-

42

L ey

e]

=]

Q

o

o

As

A

)

Point of accident

|
!

Iov. Wo 1785
Segboard air line Ry ,
Hopewsll, Flerida
Sept 21, 1932



—3=

crossing. The highway consists of a 1l6-foot hard-surfacszd
road with b-foot dirt shoulders, and wes 1n conditioan for
the movement of traffic a2t high speed.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 1.15 p.m.

Description

Freight traein extrs 303, a switching local, consisting of
17 loaded freight cars and a caboose, hauled by cngine 303,
was 1n charge of Conductor Hayman and Engineman Forbzs. This
train was makingz a back-up movement over tne crossing at Hopewell
at a specd of abcut 12 to 15 miles per hour wvhen ei1ther the
caboose or the car next to 1t was struck by the automorile.

The automobilie wvac an QOakland roadster, 1928 nodel, six
cylinders, equipped with four-wheel -cchanical brakes and
driven by Jewett Pollock. It was procceding erstvard on Hope-—
well Road et a speed estimAated to have b z2n about 25 miles
ner hour. On nearing the crossing, howe  sr, the driver oo
s.rved the train approacihing and made 3n atteant to stop, but
1t was then too late, and the auatomobile rin 1ato the side of
the train.

The automobile was tarown about 30 feet and stopped bottom
up, completely demolished. The caboose and four rear cars were
derailed, the cabocose stooping about 210 feet north of the
crossing, reversed and on 1ts side, 1n a badly-damAaged condi-
tion, while two of the cars werc practically dernolished, On
account of this damage resultiag from the derailment the exact
polnt at wnich the automopile struck the train could not be
getermined definitely. Tae employees i1njured were the con-
ductor, brakeman and flagman, all of whom were riding in the
capoose At the time of the accident.

Surinary of evidence

fonductor Hayman stated that he was standing 1n the beck
door of tne caboose while the back-up movement was belng made
a speed of apout 12 to 15 niles per zour, with Brakeman Pearson
and rlagman Wolfe on the platform, Flagnan Wolfe handling the
vack-up hose, which was equipped with a brake valve and an air
whistle., The station signal was sounded on the engine whistle
for Eopewell and Flagman wolfe sounded the air whistle con-
tinuougly from a point about 800 feet south of the crossing.
On ncaring the croscing the conductor obscrved an autorioplle
truck approaching fror the east and also the recadster fron the
vest, the truck passed over the crossing when tne cabocse was
within 235 feet of 1t, but at this tie tne roadster was some
distance away, possibly S00 to 1,200 feet fro.a the crossing.
He could not estimate the sveed of the roadster, but did not
think 1t would reach the crossing before the train, saying
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thet 1t was about 300 fcet from the crossing when he last sgaw
1t ani at that ti-e the caboose wasg about one car-length fror
the Ccrossing. It did not cccur to him that the roadster might
run 1nto the side of the train, 1n his opinion 1t was then far
enough from the crossing to afford amnle opportunity for the
draiver to stop, and the first he kn=w of anythinz wrong was
when he felt the capooge Jolting on the ties. After the acci-
ient he observed a fresh skid mark on the highway, about 20
feet from the crossing, the 1mdications being thmt the brakes on
the roadster had been aprlied and that one of tne wheels had
8lid a distance of about 15 feet,

Flagman #kolfe stated that he started sounding the air
whistle when he saw tne aatomobille truck approaching from the
eagt, at which ti-e the caroose was goout 15 or 20 car-lengths
from the crossing, be also noticed tae roadeter approaching
from the west. He conti.ued sounding the air whistle and he
also heard the proper station and crossing signals sounded on
the engine whistle. As the caboose oass d over the crossing
at a speed of avout 15 miles per hour th. roazdster appeared to
be about three car-lengths or more fron the track and while he
could not estimate 1ts speed he expected 1t would be able to
gtop. Afterwards he tried to apply the brakes, but was un—
certain as to whether he did so before the caboose turned over,
Brakxeman Pearson gave testimony similaT to that of Conductor
Hayman and Flagman wclfe.

pngineman Forbes stated that he sounded the station signal
ana the crossing signal when aoproaching Hopewell and that ‘the
automatlc ringer was ringing/€ngine bell, Fireman Jonecs in-
formed him that there was an automoblilc truck approaching from
the east on the highway and then the truck passed over the
crossing anead of the train, Engineman Forbes saw tnc roadster
approaching from the weet when 1t was avout 300 feet from the
crossing and watched 1t pase the trick at apout thet location,
he stAarted sounding the engine whistle and continued watching
the roadster, thinking that his train would be passing ovar the
crossing before the roadoter rsached 1t and that the roadster
would stop and wait until the train got by. The roadster kept
on going, however, and hs saw 1t when 1t ran into the side of
the train, whcreupon he applied the alr braxes 1n emnergency.
After the accidsnt nc¢ saw the skid mark on the highway n.ar the
crossing, previously mentioned by the conductor, this mark ap-—
peared at a point 28 paces from the crossing and wnas acout 12
Teet 1n length, the 1nailcations bwin_ thet only a silagle wsheel
sligd when the brakec wero first applied, Aand then the mark
ce¢ased, as though the brakes on the automobile had been re-
lcaged to some cxtent, however, he coulc not say posibively
whether tnis mark had becn made by the roadster.

aur, and Jrs. A. H, Campbell, waio reside near the crossing,
weTe sltting on their porch and saw the truck, the train, and
the roadster immediatcly ovrior to t . accildent. They saw two
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men on the back of the caboose, heard the whistle blowing as

the train approached the crossing and saw the truck pass over
Just ahead of the train. They then observed tne roadster ap-—
proaching, saying that 1t sppeared to be moving rapidly, and

uTs Campbell remarked to her husband that 1t did not look as

1f the roadster were going to stop.

Jewett Pollock, about 1& years of age, driver of the
roadster, stated that he had beecn driving a car for about five
Oor s1X yvears, he resides about one-fourth mile east of the
crossing. He said he was keeping his eyes on the truck coming
from the opposite direction, as well as on the road ahead, and
passed the truck just west of the crossing. While rounding
the curve and Just before reaching the crossing, when his
roadster was opposite the freignt depot, located on the north
side of the highway 32 feet from the main track, he saw the
caboose of the train suddenly aopear in front of him, at which
time he estimated the speed of his car to have been about 35
miles per hour, and At once applied the brarzes and was still
deoing so when the roadster struck the train. The roadster
had been purchased second hand, 1t was in gocod condition, while
the mechanical brakes were fairly goocd, but the muffler cut-out
wlTre had broken three days prior to the accident and had not
becn repaired, resulting 1n coneiderable nolse being made by
the exhaust when the engine was running. The boy stated that
he did not hear any whistle signal sounded by the train, nor
did he see the train until the caboose suddenly appeared 1n
front of him, too late to avert the accident. He also said
that he was not nolding any conversation with the other boy
who was 1in the machine vith him and was killed 1in the accident,
but was devoting his undivided attenticn teo driving, He had
lived at his present residence for over cne year, was familiar
wlth conditions at the crossing, having used 1t an average of
about once a week, saying that he never stopped before passing
over 1t, only slowing down, and 1n this instance 1t did not
occur to him to 1look and see whether the 'iay was clear before
attempting to pass over 1t.

Conclusinns

—_
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This accident was caused by an automobile being driven .nto
the si1de of a train at a public highway crossing at grade, for
which the draiver of the autorobile was responsible,

Jewett Pollock, driver of the automobile, resided in the
vicinity, was familiar with conditions at the crossing and had
used 1t frequently, furthermore, the weather was clear at the
time of the accident, early in the afterncon, and a clear view
of the approaching train could have been had at any time within
one-half mile of the crossing, while there 1s a crossing warning
si1gn located 216 feet west of the.main track. The proprer whistle
signals were sounded as the train approached the crossing, but
for some reason they were not heard by the draver of the auto-
mobile, due possibly to the fact that consideratle noise came
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from the open exhaust of hig car, The driver should have
exercised care 1n approaching'the crossing, after having passed
the motor truck whHich was moving in the opposite direction, and
should have definitely ascertained that the crossing was clear
before attempting to pass over 1t, Instead of so doing
however, he approached the crossing at an excessive rataéf
speed and 1t did not <¢ven occur to him to look and see whether
the way was ¢lear; the result was that he did not see the

train until it started over the crossing in front of nim, too
late to avert the accident.

i

Respectfully submitted,
W, P, BORLAND,

Director.
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