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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COIL.ISSION 

REPORT OF THi DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY 
CONCERNING AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
SEABOARD AIR LINE RAILWAY AT HOPEWELL, FLA., 
ON SEPTEMBER 21, 1932. 

November 17, 1932. 

To the Commission. 

On September 31, 1932, an automobile ran into the side of 
a freight trair at a highway grade crossing on the Seaboard Air 
Line Railway at Hopewell, Fla., partly derailing the train and 
resulting m the death of one occupant of the automobile and 
injury to the driver thereof, as well as the injury of three 
railroad employees. 

Location and method of operation 

This accident occurred on the Fort kyers Subdivision of 
the South Florida Division, extending between Naples and Plant 
City, Fla., a distance of 138.6 miles, on that part of this 
subdivision extending between welcome Junction and Plant City, 
within which territory this accident occurred, there are no 
scheduled trains and the line is seldom used except by a switch­
ing run serving various industries. Trains generally are 
operated over this single-track line by time-table and train 
orders, no block-signal system being in use. The accident 
occurred at Hopewell Road, a paved public highway crossing at 
grade, which crosses, from west to east, first a siding and 
then the m a m track. The railroad runs north and south, ap­
proaching the crossing from the south, the railroad track is 
tangent for about 1 mile, this tangent extending north of the 
crossing for more than 3,400 feet; the grade is 0.1 per cent 
ascending for northbound trams at the crossing. 

Approaching the crossing from the west, the highway curves 
to the right starting at a point 380 feet from the m a m track 
and ending at the crossing, while the grade is nearly level. 
There is a circular crossing warning sign, having a white back­
ground and divided into quarters by heavy painted black lines, 
with the letter "R" appearing in each upper quarter of the 
circle. This sign is mounted on a post located south of the 
nighway at a point 216 feet west of the m a m track, there is 
also a standard Seaboard Air Line crossing sign 18 feet east 
of the track, this being of the crossed-bar type. There is a 
building on the south side of the highway, 50 feet therefrom 
and 64.3 feet west of the m a m track, afttr passing thiB build­
ing a clear v m w could have been had of the track from the 
direction m which the tram was approaching for at least one-
half mile, as no freight cars stood on the siding south of the 
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crossing. The highway consists of a 16-foot hard-surfaced 
road with 5-foot dirt shoulders, and was m condition for 
the movement of traffic at high speed. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which 
occurred about 1.15 p.m. 

Description 

Freight tram extra 303, a switching local, consisting of 
17 loaded freight cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 503, 
was m charge of Conductor Hayman and Engmeman Forbes. This 
tram was making a back-up movement over tne crossing at Hopewell 
at a speed of about 12 to 15 miles per hour > h m either the 
caboose or the car next to it was struck by the automoDile. 

The automobile was an Oakland roadster, 1938 model, six 
cylinders, equipped with four-wheel wechunical brakes and 
driven by Jewett Pollock. It was proceeding eastward on Hope­
well Road at a soeed estimated to have b en about 35 miles 
per hour. On nearmg the crossing, howe'er, the. driver ob­
served the t r a m approaching and made an attempt to stop, but 
it was then too late-, and bhe automobile n n into the side of 
the t r a m . 

The automobile was tnrown about 30 feet and stopped bottom 
up, completely demolished. The caboose and four re^r cars were 
derailed, the caboose stooping about 210 feet north of the 
crossing, rcverstd and on its side, in a badly-damaged condi­
tion, while two of the cars were practically demolished. On 
account of this damage resulting from the derailment the exact 
point at wnich the automooile struck the train could not be 
determined definitely. The employees injured were the con­
ductor, brakeman and flagman, all of whom were riding in the 
caboose at the time of the accident. 

Summary of evidence 

Conductor Hayman stated that he was standing m the back 
door of tne caboose while the back-up movement was being made 
a speed of aoout 13 to 15 rules per nour, with Brakeman Pearson 
and Flagman Wolfe on the platform, Flagnan toolfe handling the 
back-up hose, which was equipped with a brake valve and an air 
whistle. The station signal was sounded on the engine whistle 
for Hopewell and Flagman ftolfe sounded the air whistle con­
tinuously from a point about 800 feet south of the crossing. 
On nearmg the crossing the conductor observed an autonoDile 
truck approaching from the east and also the roadster from the 
west, the truck passed over the crossing when tne caboose was 
withm 225 feet of it, but at this t m e tne roadster was some 
distance away, possibly 900 to 1,200 feet from the crossing. 
He could not estimate the speed of the roadster, but did not thmK it would reach the crossing before the tram, saying 
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t h a t it was about 200 feet from the crossing w h e n he last saw-
it and at that ti-ie trie caboose was about one car-length fror 
t h e crossing. It did not occur to him that the roadster might 
run into the side of the train, in his opinion it was then far 
enough from the crossing to afford amnle opportunity for the 
driver to stop, and the first he knew of anything wrong was 
when he felt the cacoose jolting on the ties. After the acci­
dent he observed a fresh skid mark on the highway, about 50 
feet from the crossing, the indications being t h a t the brakes on 
the roadster had been applied and th^t one oi tne wheels had 
slid a distance of about 15 feet, 

Flagman Jliolfe stated that he started sounding the air 
whistle when he saw tne automobile truck approaching from the 
east, at which tine the cacoose was aoout 15 or 20 car-lengths 
from the crossing, be also noticed tne roadster approaching 
from the west. He eontmued sounding the air whistle and he 
also heard the proper station and crossing signals sounded on 
the engine whistle. As the caboose oast d over the crossing 
at a speed of aoou]; 15 miles per hour tlm roadster appeared to 
be about three car-lengths or more fro^ the track and while he 
could not estimate its speed he expected it would be able to 
stop. Afterwards he tried to apply t h e brakes, but was un­
certain as to whether he did so before the caboose turned over. 
Brakeman Pearson gave testimony similar to that of Conductor 
Hayman and Flagman violfe. 

Engmeman Forbes stated that he sounded the station signal 
ana the crossing signal when approaching Hopewell and that'the 
automatic ringer was ringing"/engine bell. Fireman Jones in­

formed him that there was an automobile truck approaching from 
the east on the highway and then the trucic passed over the 
crossing anead of the train, Engmeman Forbes saw tne roadster 
approaching from the west when it was aoout 600 feet from the 
crossing and watched it pass the trick at a pout that location, 
he started sounding the engine whistle and continued watching 
the roadster, thinking that his t r a m would be passing over the 
crossing before the roadster reached it and that the roadste-r 
would stop and wait until the t r a m got by. The roadster kept 
on going, however, and he saw it rchtn it ran into the side of 
the tram, thereupon he applied the air brakes in emergency. 
Alter the accident m saw the skid mark on the highway near the 
crossing, previously mentioned by the conductor, this mark ap­
peared at a point 26 paces from the crossing and was acout 13 
feet in length, tin. maications being that only a single jfhetl 
slid when the brake1" i T t n first applied, and then the mark 
ceased, as though the- brakes on the automobile had been re­
leased to some extent, however, he coulc not say positively 
whether tnis mark had been made by the roadster. 

nr. and wire. A. H. Campbell, wno reside near the crossing, 
were sitting on their porch and saw the truck, the tram, and 
the roadster immediately nrior to t ^ accident. They saw two 
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men on the "back of the caboose, heard the whistle blowing as 
the tram approached the crossing and saw the truck pass over 
just ahead of the train. They then observed tne roadster ap­
proaching, saying that it appeared to be moving rapidly, and 
iars Campbell remarked to her husband th*t it did not look as 
if the roadster were going to stop. 

Jewett Pollock, about 18 years of age, driver of the 
roadster, stated that he had been driving a car for about five 
or six years, he resides about one-fourth mile east of the 
crossing. He said he was keeping his eyes on the truck coming 
from the opposite direction, as well as on the road ahead, and 
passed the truck just west of the crossing. Jiihile rounding 
the curve and just before reaching the crossing, when his 
roadster was opposite the freignt depot, located on the north 
side of the highway 32 feet from the m a m track, he sav» the 
caboose of the train suddenly aopear m front of him, at which 
time he estimated the speed of his car to have been about 35 
miles per hour, and at once applied the brakes and was still 
doing so w h m the roadster struck the tram. The roadster 
had been purchased second hand, it was m good condition, while 
the mechanical brakes were fairly good, but the muffler cut-out 
wire had broken three days prior to the accident and had not 
been repaired, resulting in considerable noise being made by 
the exhaust when the engine was running. The boy stated that 
he did not hear any whistle signal sounded by the train, nor 
did he see the train until the caboose suddenly appeared m 
front of him, too late to avert the accident. He also said 
that he was not nolding any conversation with the other boy 
who was in the machine v,ith him and was killed m the accident, 
but was devoting his undivided attention to driving. He had 
lived at his present residence for over one year, was familiar 
with conditions at the crossing, having used it an average of 
about once a week, saying that he never stopped before passing 
over it, only slowing down, and m this instance it did not 
occur to him to look and see whether the way was clear before 
attempting to pass over it. 

Conclusions 
1. 

This accident was caused by an automobile being driven m t o 
the side of a t r a m at a public highway crossing at grade, for 
which the driver of the autorobile was responsible. 

Jewett Pollock, driver of the automobile, resided in the 
vicinity, was familiar with conditions at the crossing and had 
used it frequently, furthermore, the weather was clear at the 
time of the accident, early in the afternoon, and a clear view 
of the approaching tram could have been had at any time within 
one-half mile of the crossing, while there is a crossing warning 
sign located 216 feet west of the. m a m track. The proper whistle 
signals were sounded as the t r a m approached the crossing, but 
for some reason they were not heard by the driver of the auto­
mobile, due possibly to the fact that considerable noise came 



fron the open exhaust of his car. The driver should have 
exercised care1 in approaching 'the crossing, after having passed 
the motor truck which was moving in the opposite direction, and 
should have definitely ascertained that the crossing was clear 
before attempting to pass over it. Instead of so doing, 
however, he approached the crossing at. an excessive rat ©of 
speed and it did not even occur to him tO | look and see whether 
the way was Clear; the result was that he' did not see the 
train until It started over the crossing m front of m m , too 
late to avert the accident. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


