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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTCN
TGATION NO. 2702
TEE SZABOARD ATR LINE RAILWAY COMFANY

AT HEMIFGWAY, S. C., ON

MAY 29, 1943
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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involvecd:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:

Ccnsisty

Estinated speed:

Cperation:

Track:
Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:
Ceuse:

Recommendation:

SUMIMARY

Seaboard Air Line

May 29, 1943
Hemingway, S. C.
Side collision
Frelgnt

71

343

1 auxlliary water

car, 18 cars,
caboose

10 m. p. n.

Inv-2702

[V
«©Q
.}

: 1 auxiliary water
cer, 54 cars,
caboose

1 45 m. p. n.

Timetable and train orders, and
manual-block system for follow-
ing pasgsenger tTrains only

Single; Ctangent;
Clear

About 7:18 a. m.

practically level

1 xilled: 2 injured

Failure to obey meet order

Tnat tae Seavoerd Air Line Railway
Commany establisn an adequate block
syetem on the line on wnicn tais
accldent occurred
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2702

ER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
He ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1°210.

TET SEABOARD ATR LINE RATLWAY COMPANY ‘

July 14, 1943.

Accident at Gemingway, 5. C., on May 29, 1843, caused by
fallure to obey a meet order.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISZSION

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

S

On iy 29, 1943, there was a side collision vetween
two freignt tralns on the Seaboard Alr Line Rallway at
Hemingway, 8. C., wnich resulted in tne deatn of one em-

ployee and tne injury of two employees.

(O

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled vproceeding wee referred by taoe
Commigeion to Commiesicner Patterson for concideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metinod oI Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of the Soutn Carolina
Division designated as the Andrews Sub-division snd extending
between Andrews Yard, S. C., and East Ject., N. C., 111.2 miles.
In the vicinity of tne point of accident tnis was a single-
track line over wnicn trains were operated by timetable and
train orders, and a manual-block system for following passenger
trains only. At Hemingway a siding 4,742 feet in lengtn par-
alleled tne main track on the east. The nortn switcn of tnis
siding was 409 feet soutn of %the station. The accident oc-
curred at tne fouling point of the turnout 147 feet souta of
tne nortn esiding-switch. Approaching from tne soutn tnere
were, 1n succession, a tangent 3.06 miles in lengtn, a 20 curve
to tre left 1,536 feet and a tangent €24 feet to the polnt of

accident. At the »oint of accident thne grade was practically
level.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

Rule 14 (n). o (engine and motor wnistle
signgl). Indicetion: Approacning meeting, walt-
ing or peseing points, ¥ * % (See Rule 903.

7e. %3 sk

Trains in tne direction specified by tne
time-table are superior to traing of tne same
class in tne oprosite direction.

20. At meeting points traine must stop clear of
switen used by the train to be met in going in

22,

on tne siding, % * ¥,

A2,

#®o %

% % ¥ the engineman will give Signal 14 (n)
at least two (2) miles before reaching a meeting,
valting or pessging »oint. This signal will be
answered by the conductor by giving a "slow down"
siznal by nolding out nand by day * ¥ * at arms
lengtn on engineman's side of train. Tnie signal
must be answered by the engineman by Signal 14 (n).
Snould engineman faill to give tnis meeting point
signal, or fail to take action to stop snort of
fouling point waen required, conductor must take
immedlate action to stop the train.
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B0-S, % ¥ ¥ ynen trains of any class meet by

train orders, tae train walch aolde main track

at meeting point wlll reduce speed a8 nzscessary

§ to insure botan trains makling proper exchange of

B identification with ecacn other. Sucn speed not

to exceed ¥ ¥ # twenty (20) miles per nour for '
freignt % * % tprains,

ARG R el EASSEA T kgt a

FCRME OF TRAIN ORDERS.
$ LR R

! Form S-A. Fixing Meeting Points for
Opposing tralns.

3 Examples.

§ (1) 9 = *

* . No. 3, Eng. 222, meet Second 4, Eng.
5 223, at “C."

$

L

Treing receiving tnege orders will
run wvitn respect to each otner to the
Cesignated points and tnere meet 1in tne
menner »rescribed by the rules.

B e

Time-table special instructions read in vnart as follows:

(Rule 72) All nortnwerd ftrains are
superior to traine of tne came class
in opposite direction.

Tne maximum authorized speed for freignt tralns was 405
niles per nour.

B e Sk

Gmet s b

Desgcrinticn cf Lccident

B e @

No. 71, a soutn-bound second-class freignt train, con-
sigted of engine 343, 1 auxiliary water cer, 17 loeded cars,
1l empty car and a caboose. At Poston, 8.6 miles nortan of
Hemingway snd the last oven office, the crew received a clear-
ance card and coples of two train orders, of wnich one was
Train orcer No. 437 reading as follows: '

.

peend g

SE s

Sixtn 8C sng 391 meet Mo
71 eng 343 at Hemingway
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No. 71 departec from Poston at 7:02 a. n., according %o tne
dispatcher's record of movement of trains, € nours 47 ninutes
late, and when it was entering tne norita 51ding—switch at
Hemingway and moving At an egtimated speed orf 10 miles wer
nour the nintn car was struck oy Sixtn 80.

Sixta €0, a norta-bound second-class freisnt train, con-
sisted of engine 391, 1 auxillary weter car, 51 loaded and &
empty cars and a caboose. At Andrews Yard, 22.9 miles couth
of Hemingway and tne last open office, the crew received a
clearance card and covles of three train orders, of wnich one
was train order No. 437. Tnie train departed frem Andre -z
Yard at 6:37 a. m., according to the dispatcuer's record of
movement of trains, 8 hours 15 minutes lste, vassed the clear-
ance point of tne nortn siding-switch at Hemingway, wnere 1t
was required to wait unless No. 71 wes into clear, anc¢ vanile
moving at an estimated speed of 45 miles per nour it colliced
witn No. 71 at tne fouling polnt of tne turnout.

From the right side of g nortia-bound enzine the view of
the noint vnere the accident occurred is restricted to about
670 feet, and from tne left slde to about 1,400 feet, Decause
of trees adjecent to tne track andé track cvlvauurv.

Tne engine, the firegt five cers =nd tne 1““onL truck of
tne sixta cer of Sixtn 80 and the nintn to tnirteenth cars,
inclusive, of No. 71, were derailed. Of these coers, seven
were Gemollsned and the remginder were badly <amaged. Tnree
coers contained explosives and there was a detonetion wnen tae
collision occurred. Enzine 391 ard its tender, remaining
coupled, were badly damaged and stopped uprignt, east of the
main track and 276 feet nortn of the point of collieion.

It was cleor at the tine of tie accident, whicn occurred
about 7:18 a. m.

Tne engineer of Sixtnh 80 was killed. The fireman and the

front brakeman of Sixtn 80 were injured.

During the 30-day periol preceding the day of the ocei-
dent, tne average daily movement in the vicinity of the point

of accident was 19.3 tralns.
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Diccussicn

The rules governing operstion on tais line provided tnat
at a meeting point tihe superlor train nust stop clesr of tae
switcn to be used by trne trein walch is required to enter tne
siding. The engineer of eacn train must sound tne meeting-
point wnistle signal not lees then 2 miles before tne trein
reacnes a meeting point. If an engineer failg to sound Unc .
proper signsl, or falls to teks action to stoo the trein snort
of tne fovling point, tne conductor must take imradinte cctlocn
to stop tne train.

Tne crew of each trein neld cooleg of train order “fo. 497,
wnicn establisned Hemingway as the meeting point between Qixth
30, a nortn-bound second-class train, ond No. 71, a soutn-Dbo
second-class train. Sixtn 30 was sunerior by c1rectlon ond W
required to stop snort of the fouvling point of the nort. v101
cwitcen at Hemingway unlesg Neo. 71 was into clcar on tac si &ﬁné
Ags No. 71 was entering thne sidinz at tne nortn switen, Sixta 80
passed the clearance polnt and struck the nintn car of Yeo. 71
at tne fouling point of the turnout.

nc
a3
18-
=

Tne engineer of No. 71 sald nis cngine nad just enterad
the siding when ne saw Sixtn 80 approaching about 1,400 feet
distant. Tue speed of 8ixta 80 ampcared to be too Tast for it
to stop before tne engine reacited tne foullin., point. He lmne-
diately sounded tne engine wniestle to warn tne engineer of
Sixtn 80 and increased the speed of nls trein in on unsuccegsitl
attempt to clear the main track before Sixta SO reacned the
fouling point. He estimated the speed of nle train os 10 miles
per nour wnen the collision occurred.

About 1 hour before the nccident occurred, the crew orf
Sixtn 80 received copies of train order :lo. 457 at Andrews Yard,
22.9 mlles soutn of Hemingwey. Tne conducter, trne fireme: end
the front brakeman sald tney real the order and discussed 1t
witn the engineer. Tne Tlagrcn read trne order and diccucsed
1t with the conductor. It was undergtced that thneir train ves
required to stop clear of the fouvlin~ coint of tne norta sidins
swlten at Hemingwey unlecs WC. 71 wag into clear on tae eL?Lns.
As Sixtn 80 was avproaching Hemingway, tie spced wag abouc <5
miles per unour. Tne enginemen and tje front "“rakenmonr vare
maintalining a lookout anead. There was ne ceor-ition or tie
engine that obscured the view anead or distrected tneir atiern-
tion. 'nen the engine rescned a noint about 1-1/2 niles south
of Hemingway tne engineer sounded thne meeting-point 51;na1.
Wnen tne engine passed the vicinity of the souta siding-switer
tne fireman gnd tre front brakeman called a warnin; to t.:e enf.
Eineer, but the engincer did not apvoear to near the anﬁ ne
took no action to reduce tne speed. Wnen tns engjne wag actout
1,400 feest soutn of the nortn eiding-switcn the Tiremen and
tne front brakeman observed tnat lo. 71 “ras not into clear on
tne siding. The front brazsman crossed to the rignt side of

4
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the engine end agein werned tne engineer, then he crossed to
tne left side and Junped cif. He did not observe wnst action
wag token by tne engineer. The fireman sald ne jumped off tae
engine soon after tne front brakeman jumved off, and ne tnocuznt
tne engincer moved tne brake valve to emergency position wnen
vile engine wes about 300 feet soutn of the polnt of accident.
It could not be determined wny the engineer failed to take
action to stop nis traia snort of thne fouling voint of tnc
norta siding-switch, ag ne was ¥1lled in the accident. The
conductor and tne flagman were in tne caboose as Sixtn 80 was
approacning Hemingway. The conductor said that when tne ca-
booge reached a polint gbout 200 feet nortn of tne soutn siding-
switen the flagmar. infermed him that No. 71 was not into clear
and ne opened tane conductor's air valve, but tnle actlcon was
not taken soon enousn to avert thne accldent.

Tne manual-block gystem uged on tnis line applies to fol-
lowing movements of first-class trains and pessenger trains
only. Txae book of operating rules of tals railroad contalns
manual-vlock rules wnicn provide for tne blocking of opposing
novemenrts as well as following movements, but these rules are
rnot in effect on the territory involved. During the 18-montn
nerica immediately preceding tinc day of the sccident, Tlve
otasr accidents, resulting in the death of 6 Tersons and the
injury of 134 persons, occurred on tne lines of tnis carrier
in territory wncere trains were operated vnder the same systcm

s tnet involved in tne accident at Heminoway. Tne Commlesion's

reports covering tne invsstipationc of these accidents stated
tnat if oan adequate block system ned been in use, the accildents
would not nave occurred. In the inetant case, if an edegqueate
block system nad been in use, the crew of Sixtn 80 would nave
recelved fefinite information that thneir train was required to
gtop saort of the cleazrsnce point, and the accident would nave
been avertad.

Cause

It is found that this accident was caused by failure to
obey a meet order.

Recommendation

It ig recommendced that the Seaboard Air Line Railway
Company establisii an adecuate block gystem on tue line on wnicn
tnis accident occurred.

Dated at "asnington, D. C., tnis fourteentn
day of July, 1943.

By tne Commission, Commissloner Patterson.

W, P. BARTTL,

SEAL
( ) Secretary.

T

I S ey i

P

T

e

T T e

e S

2

At sl

I -

I T g



