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INTERSTATZ CCMIERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONC“R ING AN
ACCIDIZNT ON THE SEARBCARD AIR LINME RAILWAY NEAR C=C
ALA,, OW FEBRUARY 17, 1935.

March 30, 1935,

To the Comiission:

On February 17, 1935, there was a derailment of a frcight
train on tvhe Seaboard Air Line Railway near Cecil, ala., wiich
resulted in the death of 2 employees and 1 urebydsser and the
injury of 3 employees and 1 trespasser,

Location and .sethod of operation

This accident occurred on the Montgomery Sub-Division of
the Scuth Carolina Division, which extends between Shops, near
Americus, Ga., and Montgomery, Ala., & distance of 140 miles;
in the vicinity of the point of accident tuis is a single-track
line over which trains are operated oy time table and train
orders, no block-signal system being in use, The accident
occurred at a point approximately 3,850 feet west of the stvation
at Ceci1l; approaching tkis poiant from the east, the track 1s
tangent for a distance of more than 2 miles, followed by a 1°
curve to tne right 916 feet 1n length, the accident ocourring
on this curve at a point about 40 feet from 1ts western end.
The grade for west-bound trains 1s 0.4 percent descending at
the point of accident.

Tne track 1s laid with 88-pound rails, 30 feet 1in length,
wlith an average of 18 ties to the rail 1enguh fully tieplated
on curves, single-spiked, and 1s ballasted witn gravel to a
depth of from 8 to 10 inches; the track is well meintained.

In the vicinity of the point of accident there is a highway
which parallels the track on the south. No fence is maintained
by vue railway; however, there are fcnces on the right of way
on the north side of the track and on the south side of the
highway, these fences extending betwcen Cecil ane a point a
short distance west of the point of derailment; there 1s no
fence between the track and highway, lcentgomery County, within
which county the accident occurred, 1s ShbJeCt to a stock law
which reguires owners to fence their own cattle and not permit
them to run at large,
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' The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 7:i30 a.m.

Description

Train No. 35, & wsst-bound second-class freight train,
consisted of 27 cars and a capoose, hauled by engine 331, and
was 1n charge cf Conductvor Griffith and Engineman Cox, This
train Jeft Riclkland, 89.8 miles east of Cecil, at 4:40 a.m.,
according to the train sheet, 5 hours and 40 minutes late, and
shortly after passing Cecil it was derailed while traveling at
a speed estimated 1o have been between 30 and 45 miles per houT,

The engine, tender and first 11 cars were deralled; the
engine stopped on the south side of the track, upright, with
1ts forward end about 384 feet west of the point of accident
and 50 feet from the track; the tender was across the track
behind the engine ana the derailed cears stopped in various
posi1tions across and adjacent to the track within A spece of
approximately 200 feet, The engine was-considerably damaged,
four of the cars were destroyed and the other derailed cars
were more or less damaged. The employess killcd were the
engineman and fireman, ana the euwployees injured were the
conductor, brakeman and flagman,

Summary of evidence

Brakeman Dixon stated that he was 1in the tender handling
coal when he heard the fireman shout to the engineman that
there was a cow ahead, this being followed very shortly after-
wards by the derailment of the train; he estimated the speed
at the time of the accident at 40 or 45 miles ner hour., PTicCT
to the accident Brakeman Dixon did not see the animal on OT
near the track but was of the opinion that it approached tae
track from the firewan's side of the engine,

Conauctor Griffith stated that the train was traveling

about 30 miles per hour as it approached the point of accident
;' and he was on the left side of the caboose cupola looking

anead; he received no warning of danger until the train came
to & sudden stop, there being no application of the brakes
Just before the train stopped. He 1mmediately went to the engine
and waile trying to release thc ¢ngineman, who was pinned 1n
the cab, the engineman told him that the train had rTun over &
cow, He later went back to ascertain the causc of the accident
and observed the carcass of a decapitated bull lying beside
the track, and upon examining the track he found hoof prints
in the ballast between the ties, Tollowed by marks in the gravel
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indicating that the bull had been knocked down and rolled on
the track for a snort distance., There was nothing about the
condition of the track that could have contributed to the
cause of the accident and 1t was his opinion that the derail-
ment reculted from the train striking the bull and the carcass
getting under the pilot of the engine.

Section Foreman Gloss, on whose section the accident
occurred, stated that he inspected the track about noon and
from his observations he formed the opinion that after the
bull was struck its neck rested on the outside rail of the
" curve and when the engine truck came in contact with the
obstruction the wheels were 11fted over the rail, He further
stated that 1t is (be practice of stock owners in that
neighvorhood to permit their cottle to roam at large after
crops had been harvested and during the past year there had
baen abont 35 animals killed on his section, Sectlon Foreman
Dekle, 1n charge of the adjoining section toward the east,
sald that between 30 and 25 cattle had been ki1lled in his
territory since the crops were harvested, Roadmaster Holder
stated that considerable trouble has been experienced by
trains straiking and killing stock at various points between
Richlaand and Montgomery during the past 18 months, especially
in the winter season. He estimated the weight of the bull that
caused the accident at 1,300 or 1,400 pounds.

Assistant Division Engincer Roberts arrived at the scene
of accident about 26 houre after 1ts occurrence and on MAXing
an examination he found that 28 feet west of where the hoof
marks had been located there was gore and hair on the south
rail, indicating that the bull had been struck at that point.
F1fty-8ix feet farther weet the first marks of derailment
appeared on the ties 94 inches 1nside the north rail; :there were
no flange marks on the rails. The alignment and elevation of
the curve were checked between its eastern end and the point
where the track was digturbed by the derailment, but only
slight variations were found, and in his opinion the curve
was well maintained and safed for the maximum allowable speed,
which is 30 miles per hour for freight trains, There was
nothing which could obstruct the view from a west-bound train
for a considerable distance approaching the point of accident.

Locomotive Inspector McNair stated that he inspected
engine 531 on February 16 at Bainbridge, Ga., and found 1t 10
be 1n good condition, The pilot was 4% inches above the tops
of the rails, the flanges and tires were in good shape, and the
lateral motion of the trucks did not exceed one half inch.
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NMaster lechanic Wecatherford inspocted enqine 931 at the scenc
of accident and round the vilct, whicn wes »f steel construc-—
tion, bent Jdownward about 4 1ncaes e1d also sligntly to the
right, There was no excegslve lateral or other mechanical
defect that could Lhave ceused tue accident., The lef't rcar
driver-brake hanger was brolken ofr, but he thought tnat thig
was broken during thc coursc of derailment.

-1

An examination of the track mads by the Commission's
insvectors chowed that 1t was 12 goocd condivion, witn no marks
on the rails west of the DOJnt where 1t wan Ql“+”1ued ty tie

dersilment, while an insvection of the ecagince and cars dis-
closed notklng that ld have contributed to the accidaent.

At thne tire of the lepbul ration the ownershiv of the bull
had not been ascertoinazd.

Discuesin

It was doaylicat and the vicw was unrestroctcd for a
considerable digtance, but aprwreatly the bull was not seen
by either mamber of tLe {nblﬂ“ rew until the Tircman shouted
a warniug imnediately oefore tihe train struck the animal, walle
the tra.n crew felt no braxe applicetion prior to the acciaent,
Subsequent 1nspection of tae tiack snd eguaom.nt dia notv dis-
close any azicet thiat could aave contrivwuted Lo the cause of
the acciuent, but there was ample evidence to indicate tnat
tne tull had bteen on tie trac, and that t was struck and then
run over, causing the en, ine truct to be deralled toward tle
outeide of tne curve aand reoulting in tne d ra1lment of the
train.

he 1nvestigation dlsclooeu thet during recent months a
considerable nump-r of cattle had ue a2 711led on tune tracks 1n
this vicinity., Consilderation shonld be (1ven by both tno
rallroad company and 8tate or local autaoiitins to measures
for Keeping cattle off tie tracks.

Conclusiong

Thig accident was caused by tle train strikinsg e pull
which vas on the irack.
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spactiully submittced,



