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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3466
SAVANNAH & ATLANTA RAILWAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT HILLTONIA, GA,, ON
MAY 13, 1952
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Dates

INeilroed:
Locations

Kind of accldent:
Equipment involved:
Traln number:
Engine number:
Conslsts
Futinoted speedss
Operatlon:

Troecks

Highwoy:

Weoathers:
Timel
Casunltles:

Causcs
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SUMMARY

May 13, 1852
Savannah & Atlanta
Hilltonlu, Gn,
Colllsion

Work traln

Extra 750 West

750

8 cars, caboose

20 m, p. h,
Timetable and train

Single;

Report No., 3465

:+ Motor=tiruck

¢+ Unknowm

orders

tangent; vertlcul curve

Tangent; crosses track at angle of

51°41%; level
Clenr
4:36 p, m,

O killed; 1 injurcd

Motor-truck occupying 1~ilehighway
grade crosslng immediately in .
front of nppronching traln
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INTERSTATE CCMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT HO. 3466

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION RIPORTS
UNDER THE ACGIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY §, 1910,

BAVANNAH & ATLANTA RAILWAY COMPANY

July 3, 1952

Aocldent at Hilltonla, Ge,, on May 13, 1952, cansec
by o motor—truck occupying o rail-highwasy ~rnde
crossing immedlately in front of an appro-ciing
train,

1
REPCRT OF THE COMHMISSION

PATTERSON, Commigsioncr:

On May 13, 1952, there wos a collislon between a
work ftraln on the Savanna» & Aftlonta Rallwny @17 o motor-
truck at a rail-highway grode crossing ot Hilltonia, Ga.,
whlch resnlted in the denth of the drlver of th~ motor—
truck, one person carried under ccntract and onc
maintenance—~of~-wey employec, 2ad the injury of one
traln-gervice employne,

1

Under authority of aection 17 (2) of the Intcrstetc Com~
merce Act the above-entitlad procceding wnas referred by the
Commnlssion to Commisscioner Patterson for considor~tlion and
dispogslition,
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Location of Accident and Mcthod of Operation

This acecldent occurrcd on that part of the railroad
xtending between 3avonnali and Waynesboro, Ga,, 96,1¢
miles, This is a single-~track line, over whlch tralns nve
oncrated by timetable and train orders, There 1s no black
gystenm In use, Timetable dlrectinns on the r-ilrond arc cost
and west, but the track at the point of accident extends
north and south, Compass dircectlons hercinafter arc usead,
Tliec accldent occurred on the main trock at a railehigh iy
agiade crossing located 88,24 miles north of Savannaii and
1,016 feet north of the statlon at Hilltonia. From the -south
on the rnilvroad the track is tongent 4,22 nmiles to the noint
of occident and a considerable distance northward, The
accldent occurred on a verticol curve, State Hig.'"" Noo 24
Jnteraeccts the rallroad at an angle of 51°41', It is 20 feet
in width and is surfaced with o bltuminous mixture and crushed
slag. From the west the hlghway is tangent throughout o
giderable distance to tkn~ point of accldent and about 200
ont eastward, The erade for cast~bound vghicles is,
Duoceoqivcly, 2,89 percent dezccnding a distance of 6CO Tect,
o, vertical curve 500 feet, and prectically level 100 fect to
the center-linc of the crossing and 100 fecet eastward,

A roallroud-crosrsing sign 40 inches in length ~ad &0
inches in width is located 100 feet west of the intorze~tion
and 17 feet south of the center-linc of the highway, Thlis
sign 1s mounted on a mast 12 fect above the level of tle
highway and bears the words "R.hk, CROSSING SLOW DO"N TO G
MILES - GA., LAW" 1n red on a white background, A crocging=—
whistle sign for tralans approachine the crossing from the
south is located 1,011 feet south of the crossing,

Thls carrier's operating rules re~d in part as foilows:
AUDIRLE SIGNALS,

13' % %

. NOTE,~=The Signrle prescribed ave illustrated by
o ;

for short sounds; " " for longer sounds, ¥ ¥ ¥
* % %

14, ENGINE #% * * WHISTLE SIGNaLS,

NOTE:~~The sounds of the whistle should be disbtincet,

with intensity and duration proportionate to the distance
slgnal 1s to be conveyed,
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SCUND INDICATICH
SR
(1);——— — 0 0 Approcching publie crossir%s
at grade, (8ec Rule 729,
%W

30. The engine bell must be rung when an cnzine
is about to move and wvhile approaching and passlng
public crossings at grade % % ¥

This carrler's timetable specinl instructions recad
in part as follows:
7. HIGHWAY AND STREET CROSSINCS:

Rule 722.Revlsed: Enginemen opcrating locomotives
and motor cars, when reaching standard whistle poats
* % % i1l sound crossing whistle * * * gign.l (two
long, one short ond one long blast) at intervelg of
five seconds between each blast, blasts of whigtle ¥ % #
to be loud and digtinct, beginning at whistle posts
and continuing until cngine passcs over the puhlic
crossing, In additlon thereto, after reaching whlstle
post and while approaching crossing, enginemen and
tralinmen will keecp ond malntaln a constant and vi~ilant

lookout along the track ahead and shall otherwlse oxsrclse

due care in approaching said crossing.

The maximun authorized speed for the trrin involved was
40 miles per hour,

Description of Accident

Ixtra 750 West, a west-bound work trnin accordins to
timetable directiong but north-bound according to corpass
directions, consisted of one flat car upon which was mounted
weed=spraying equipment, one tank car, engine 750, one watcr
car, one car containing coal, three tank cars, one coacli and
one caboose, 1in the order named, This troin departed fron
Soringfield, 24,39 miles north of Savannan, at 7:20 a, .,
passcd Hilltonia, the last open office, at 4:35 p, M., 2ud
wvhile moving at a speed of avout 20 miles per hour 1t struck
a motor-truck on a rail-highway gradc crossing 1,516 fect
north of the station at Hilltonia,
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The vehicle involved was a tractor and a semi~trailcr
owned by the Ross Trucking Co., Augucta, Ga, The driver,
who wns the sole occupant, held Georgla driver's license o,
1285014, The trrctor wags a 1949 International KB-8--1~l, and
bore Georgia llcensec MNo. DD-1317, It was equipped with dual
wheels on the rear axles and was provided with a metal cab,
The semi-trailer was equipped with tandem axles at the rear
and dual wheels on each axle, Both the tractor #nd trhe scml-
traller were cqulpped wlth alr-operated brokes, At the time
of the accident the cargo cons!sted of 36,000 pounds of doiry
reed, The cargo was loaded at Aususta, Ga., 58 miler west of
Hilltonla, and was destined to Sylvania, Ga, The total weight
of the tractor, the seml~trailcr and cargo was 51,285 pounds,
The total length of the tractor and semi-traller, coupled, was
42 feect, This vehicle wus moving eastward on State Hizhray
No, 24 at an unknown specd when 1t entered upon the crossing
and was struck by Extra 750 West.

Separations occurred between the first and second cars,
and the sccond car and the engline of Extro 750 West., The
trucks were torn from the first car, Thls car stopped upright,
with the north end about 3 feet east of the track nd 89 fceet
north of the point of sccident, The south end of this car
was 34 fcet eanst of the track, The second car was der-iled
and stopped in line with the track, wlth the north end 192
fect north of the point of accident, The first and the
geccond cars werc badly damaged, The engire was somcwhat
danaged,

The tractor and part of the semi-traller stopped azainst
the south side of the flrst car of Extra 750 West, Tre rcar
portion of the semi-traller stopped north of the crossing
and west of the track, The tractor and the seml=trniler vere
demolished, and part of the corgo wrs destroyed by fire,

The conductor wag injured,

The veather was clear at the time of the accident,
which occurred about 4:36 p., m.

During the 30-day perlod preceding the d~y of trc
accildent, the average dally movement over the croeslng was
S5e9 trnins, During the 24~hour period beginning Muy 21, 1982,
620 automobiles, 262 trucks, 17 buses and %2 othor vehicles
passcd over the erossing.
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Discuscion

As Extrn 7850 Wcst wns aoproaching the polnt where the
accident occurred thie snced wus about 20 miles per hour, The
enrjnoWen were in thelr respective poslitions in the cab of th
engine, the conductor was on the north erd of the Jirst car,
and the flagman wns 1n the caboose. The brakcg of this train
had been tested and had functioned properly when usecd en route,
Tne grade-creossing whistle signal was sounded and the hell was
rincing ag Extra 750 West approached the croscing, The wpproach
ing motor-truck could not be scen from the enginecer!s position
In the cab of the englne, The flrcman's vicw of the hizhway
was obstructed by vegetation and o bullding adjaceat to the
hiclway, The tullding is locoted about 610 feet west of the
crugsing end about 5 feet south of the highway. The Tireman
snld that he Tirst saw the motor—-truck when the engine vas
artount 370 feet south of the creossing and informed the enpineer
tiwt a motor-truck was appro-chLinr the crossiang. The cngineer
irmediately made a service npplication of the brakes., The en-
gincer sold that he thon observed the conductor giving slow
signoig from hig position on the north ond ol the flat car.
The Tlreman obgerved thnht the specd of the motor--truck was not
decreacing and he called a warning to the engincer, The en-
glneer lmmediately ploccd the automatic broke valve in emer-
~euy posltlion,

When the motor—truck reached a point anproximntely 1,060
Teet west of the croasing, the driver could hnve obir 1ned a
view of the trock throushout a distance of anproxinately 70
feet fmmedlately south of the crossing, The crossing slgen
100 foet west of the crossing requived the motor—truck to slow
dotm tn 6 miles ver hour, The driver of the motor—ftruck was
¥117e¢d wnd 1t could not be determined why he falled to tok
acltlon to etop the motor=truck short of the crossing,

The investisntion dlsgclosed trat o clirculnr reilroads
crosalag udVdnCﬁ~W&rn11F slrn 24 inches in dlametcr had been
locented to the right of the direction of east-bound higznway
troffin, 15 fcef south of the center-line of the nighway and

526 Teet west of the center-line of the main track, This

sirn had been rounted on a must 5 feet avtove the lovel of the
hichway. It bore a vertical ond a horizontel line, which
interascted nt the center of the sien, and the letters "RR

in Plack on o yellow backeround, The wooden mast unon wrich
this gign wns mounted hrd decaved ot the ground 1line anh? prior
to the accldent the eilen had fallen to the grnurd soutih of the
hichwey, At the time of tbhe accident thce crossing vas pro-—
tucted only by the railroad=-crossing sign 100 feet west of the
croscing.
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Couse
It 1s found thnt this accldent waos caused by a rnotor-
truck ocecupying o rail-=highwey grade crossing immediately
1n front of an approaching train,

Dated at Wnshington, D, C,, this third
day of July, 1952,

By the Commlaslon, Commissloner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



