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Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:
Estimatec speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Passenger
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Inv-2976

Freignt
Extra 24 North

24

Snow plow, caboose

12 m. p. 0.

orders and
manual-block system

0.

70 percent

northward

4 injured

Fallira to obey meet order
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

FOMAY 6, 1910.

Accident at lMooers, N. Y., on Feovruary 22, 1948, ceausel
by failure to otey a meet order.
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PATTZRSOM, Ccmmisgioner:

On Teobruary 22, 1346, there vas a hesad-end collision
b H
between a pessenger train ané a freicht train on the Rutland
5 =
Railroad at Mooers, N. Y., whicn resvlted in the deatn of
one employee, and tne injury of four emnloyees.

1tnder autnority of section 17 (?) of the Interstate Com~
merce Act thne above-entitled vroceeding was referred by the

Commissicn fto Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accicdent and liestrod of COperation

Tnis accident cccurred on tne Ogdensburg Sub-Division,
wnich extends between "adensburg, N. Y., and Alburgh, Vt.,
120.5 miles, a single-traeck line over wnicn trains are oper-
ated by timetable, train orders and a manual-block systam. At
Tocers, 105.6 miles snuth of Ogdensburg, a siding 2,649 feet
in length parallels tiae mailn track cn the east. The south
switcn of this slding is 653 feet scuti: of tne station. The
accident occurred on thc nein track 485 feet nortn of tne eouth
siding-switen. Tne mein track is tangent threovgaout a Siestance
of £.32 miles immecdiately soutn of t“g noint of accident and
42 feet rnortnward. The grade for ncrin-bound trains is 0.403
nercent descending 1,898 feet, then taere is a vertlcal curve
1,C00 fteu, £0llowed DT an ascen ding creCe, wnicn is, succ=ss-
ive*J, 0.88 perCﬁnt l,u "G feet and 0.70 percent S50 feet to
tne point of accident and 4,350 feet northward.

Tne manual block involved exsended betwreen llcoers and
Cnemplain, 7.& miles soutna of fooers. The fixed signal at
tlooers, wnich is used Voth as a trairn-order and a manusl-block
sigral, is of the semgiirore %t:;we. It is mounted on a mast lo-
c-ted on tnc west side ¢ Tae track and ODqulLF the station.

The involved night asnect and corresvonding indication ot tils
signal are as followe;

<

; p
Asnect Tiicatlion

Red 5ton.
Onerating ruleg ro~2 in part as feollows:

17, % % %

11ng manual block and train
* ¥ % meetings neints or

J
Z on maln track 2t maeting

Extra treins are inferior to rerule

S-39. At meetirng voints ¥ # % the inferior
train nmust take tnc sldinyg % % end nmust oDull
c

into the siding vien oracticable. ¥ % ¥
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FORIS OF TRAILN ORDERS.
) S“Ao

1xi leetir oints for osing Trains.
Fixing Meeting Points f Opposing Tr s

(1) % 3
No 5 nmeet Extra 95 east at B.

%% N

Trains receiving thaece orders will run with
respect to eacn other to tie desigrnated points
and there meet in the mahne:r nrescribed by the
rules.

bl

Clearance Form A resgds as Tollows:

tede
3
O
m
i)
ot

CLEARANCE FORM A

h¥s
¢ o 8 a8 s v s es s e w e s alila .q...‘lll.llloo.l.-—glon

To Conductor and Engineman.. ....at.............

Chea st essssnsnannsasssOparator.

*oG %

3L7-B.  * # % @

A train must not be admitted to a block which
is occupied by an opposeing train or by a possen-

3,

ger train, % % ¥

& 9k

362. Trains must not vass a Stop-indication
T ©

wlthout receivingz Clearance Form A, # * % or a

train order autnorizing then to do so, excepnt

that:

(a) Wnen making a station stop, tne nead end
oI a nassenger train may pass signal % % % not
more than 30C feet i1f track ie¢ seen or known to
be clear and tne engine will not foul switeh to
be used by opposing trains.
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The maximum authorized spced For tne freight train in-
volved was 40 mlles per nour.

Descrintion of Accident

2is

No. 6, 2 soutn-bound first-class passenger train, con-
Sisted of engine 53, two nmilk cars, one baggage-mall car, one
baggage car and one coacn, in the order nemed. The first,
second znd fourtn cars were of stecl-underframe construction,
and the remalnder were of stesl construction. At Altona, 8.8
miles nortn of Mooers and the last onen office nortn of Mooers,
the crew of thils train received covies of train order No. 148
reading in psrt as follovs:

Extra 24 Yorth Mecet ¥o € Eng S3
et Tocerg % % %

No. 6 deverted from Altona at 17:06 2. m., 5 nours 5 minutes
late, ant stopped on thne mein track at Moocers ot 12:25 a. m.,
wit.: tnce ecngine stendinr 4566 Feet nertn of the soutn siding-
switern and 170 feet south of % : manuel-block signal, which
displayed stop. Adbout B minut:s later tnc cngine was struck
by ExTra 24 North.

Extra 24 YNortn, = nortn-bound freizat train, consisted of
snow plotw 101, engin= 24 and o cebooee, in the order named.
Tne srnow plow was of wecoed construction with center sills rein-
forced with steel I-beans. A% Rouscs Point, 11.3 niles south
of Moocrs, tne crew of tnis %train receivecd ccriecs of train
order No. 148. At Chanmmlaln, %ne last open cffice soutn of
Mocers, tac crew recelved manual-block authority on Form A that
pernitted tneir train to vroceed %o looers as though a cleer
bleoclk-signal indicaticrn wns displaved. Trhis train departed
from Champlein at 12:15 2. m., passcd tho south siding-switch
at Mooers, wherce it wrs required to cnter the siding to meet
No. €, and wvnile meovira at an estinmated speed of 12 miles per
nour 1t struck No. & ot 2 noint 483 feet north of the switca.
The force of the imo~ct moved Yo. 6 nortaward about 27
feet. The front end of tnc engine of No. 6 and tne snow plow
of Extra 24 Yorth were badly Samaged.

_ The reatner wa car agni tnere was snow or tane ground at
the time of tzne accident, vinich occurred zbcut 12:30 a. m.

Tne employee killed was the onerator of the snow plow.
The employees injurecd tere the conductor, thne front brakeman
and tne [legrnen of Extra 24 l'ortn, and tne assistant to the
operator of tne snow plow.
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d Piscussion

Tne crew of eacn trailn and tne operator at llooers neld
copies of a train order wnich esiabtlisned .lMocers as the meeting
point betweer. No. 6 and Extra 24 Yorti. Under the rules, Extra
24 North was regulred %c entver the siding at Mooers at the south
switcn, which was 686 feet soutn of the manual-block signal,
and to remain clear of thne main track until No. 6 had been met
and manual-block autihcrity to re-enter the riain track nad been
received.

re was displaying stop for
red were approeching that
entered the block to the
ed with tune front of the
Tils movement was made
4

Tne manual-block signal =% 1o
eacn direction as tne trains inv
station. The front portion orf Io.
soutn of Mooers, and the train stoppe
engine 170 feet soutn of the signal.
for tne nurpose of doing work at tihe station, end 'ras permis-
sible under tne rules of the ce~rier. Ynen llc. 6 stopped, the .
engireer daimnmed the headli-~at. Tne first the members of tne
crew of No. € knew thaet Extra 24 Horth had failed tc enter tne
siding was wnen they saw tne refilection of Thie headlight of
that traln approaching about 300 feet éistant.

-|~|
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As Extra 24 Nortla was approacning ilooers, ths speed was
about 30 mlles per hour. Tac headlight on tihie snow plow wes
licnted b“ightlj The cnginemen were maintaining a lockout
ancad. The front brakeman was in %he onerator's compartnent
of tne snow plow, and itne confuctor snd the flsgman were in
tne caboose. Tnese emnloyees kad read the mret order, and they
understood tnat their trein was required to eltef tne siding
at Mooers at the soutn switen %o mset Neo. 6. VWaen the engine
was some dlstance soutn of Mooers the enginecr closcd the
throttlc, and the specd of thc train was reduced to about 20
miles poer nour by the ure of the indeocndent brake valve. Tne
enginemen sald that thelr vicw of tre trac'c anead was considcr—'
ably restricted by swirling snow in freont of the snow plow.
Tnecy were not awarc of thne location of their train with rcla-
tion to the soutn siding-switch untll the cngincer saw tne
lignt2d lamp on the switchstand immediately in front of the
englne. Tnen tne engincer moved tne breke valve to emergency
positlon. Tne speed of Extra 24 liorth wes about 12 miles per
nour wnen tne collision occurred. The brakes of this train
nad functioned properly en route Trne front brakeman sald that
wnen tne train was aporocaciaing Aooers ne prOﬂeeded to a rear
door on tne rignt side of tne snow plow, to ve in position to
_open tze soutn siding—swiucn for the *rein to enter tne siding.
Wnen ne became aware thoat the speed was not being reduced suf-
ficlently for the train to stop short of the switcl., ne gave
stop signals witn a ligrted whize lantern. Howvever, these
signels were not seen by the erginemen. The conductor and the
flagman szid they tunought the speed of the train was being so
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controllcd tnat it could be stoppcd short of the soutn siding-
swlten. Flying snov restricted taclr view of tne switen lemp,
and tney did not reanalizc tnat their treain was proceeding on

tne main track nortn of tne switcn until the conductor sew the
recflection of tne switen lamp as tnc cnboosc prssed 1t. Then
ne opcned tne a2ir valve on tiic caboose, but thils action wes not
tnken soon enougn to avert tnc collision.

Although the collision occurred in the block in wnich
Extra 24 North nad clecar-block authority, considering the svced

.

of Extra 24 at the time of the collision it isg probeble that

tris troin would heve entersd thne block nortn of llooers if No.
€ rn~d not intervened.
Cnuse

It is found that this accident wos cavsed by failure to
obey a meet order.

Dated et Washington, 2. C., this cichteenth
day of M~rcn, 1946.

By tne Commiseicn, Commlssioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

\
(SEAL) Secreteory.



