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SUMMARY
;
®
Railroad: Rutland
Date: December 22, 1948
Location: Alburgh, Vt.
Xind of accident: Rear-end collision
Trains involved: Freight : Engine
Train numbers: Extra 109 South : Extra 31 South
Engine numbers: 106 a1
Consist: 13 cars, caboose
Estimated speeds: 6 m. Do s : 20 m, p. he
Operation: Timetable, train orders and
manual-onlock system
Track: Sincle; 3°30' curve; level
Weather: Light snow
Time: 1:09 a..mn
Cagualties: 1 xilled; 1 injured
Cause: Failure to provide adequate protection

for the movement of each train
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REPORT COF THIE CCIZ[ISSIOr

PATTERSON, Commigcioner:

On Decrmbor 22, 1948, tlore was o resv—cnd collio’ oL
betirreen f'mw ght train and o ]

ks he Pu‘land
Railroad necar Alburgh, Vt. il

-
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1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of *he Interstase Joim
marce Ach the abova~euuku1°o Droce fing Tras re ¢o“r@u Ty e
Ccmmission to Commissioner Patiorson IOP corncideration und
digposition. '
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Location of Accident and  lethod of Cperation

Thig accident occurred on that part of the raiiroad
extending between Ogdenshurg, I, , and Al»urgh, Vt.,
Le0e.0 2iles X

-‘-o
a single—trock line, over tvhickh trains are
e

e
operated by timetable, trein orders end a manual-blocz

s7otem., The accident occurred on She main track at a noint
in Vermont, 1,96 miles north of Alcvurgh and 1.64 miles sousa

of Rouses Point, U. ¥, From the north there ar->, in
euccession, a cempound curve to the right, the ma ¢ imum
curvature of walch is 2%, 933 feet in length, a tangent I1
feet, a 1° curve to ivhe left 18 fcet, a tanzent 48 fecet
and a 3°3C! rve to the left 514 Teect to the point of
accident anc 7“Q feet sovtivrrd, The 7rade is level.

The Plock in vhich the acecident orcurred extends betieen
Rousecs Poiant and Alburgh, &.¢ milce, These arc open statlons.
There 1g no manunl-tlock signtl at Rousces Point to govern
the usc of this block. Thre condtucor of cach traln 1s roculrcd
to register and to obtain »nrop.or cloarance v~rns from the
operator before "mis trcin onvSers tne Dloclk,

This carrier's onerovin: »ulet read in port na Tollol st

%o

b

L

Train.——-An engine or motor car »r more than one
engine or motor car coupled, ith or --ithout cavs,
displaying markers.

Train Rezister.—-—A Dock or form vhich may be uscd
at Cesignated stations Tor registering sirmials
5-qlluyod the time of arrival and C-parture of Trains
and such Ouher information as may be nroeacrided,

SIGIIAL DEFINITICIS,

edium S»ecd.-=A gpenl not oxcceding thirty miles
ner hour,

SIGUALS.

7. Emploves “losc duties nar ”1q11r, them to ~ive
ionals, nmust provide thrmoelv-g vith the nroper
e 11anc(a keen them in ~cod order :nd ready for
inmmecdiate USC.
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8. Flags * ¥ * rmust be used by day, and lights of
e rreascribed color bv night,

18. The followlng sicnals vill be displayed to the t'
rear cf every train, as markers, to indicate the rear
of the trains

% %

Fig., 7 ¥ % % by night while running on single
track, * * ¥ Lights showing yellov to front and side
and red to the rear.

MOVELENT OF TRAIUS.

Stations 2% vhich train registers are located will

e designated by time~table.

83b., Where train rcgisters are provided at intor-
mediate stat:ons troins must be registered by the
conductor unless otherwise spaoc.fied by time-table,

8ic. Engingacn ar: rollev.d from eXamining troin

registers, c.cont vhen they ¥ % * have ne conductor,
% R -

3%

Vhen « train 1s moving under circumstancees in vhich
1% may be overtaken by another train, the flagman nust
fake such cction as may be necessary to insurce fulil
nrotection. By night, * ¥ % lighted Tusens must be
throvn off at propecr intervals,

L
FORMS OF BLANK ,‘
CLEARAIICE FORM A

$tdF
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Vhere Clearance Form A 1g used when tlie block 1s nct
clear, the line givin % loc& indilcation will be laf%b

blank, and Glearance Forn used in audlu“on to Clearance
Form A
¢}, BARANCE FORM B
- #o% 2

1. Yhaen signal cannot »e cleared, use she following:
Proceed into block as though .......slignal was
cisplayed,

SIGNAL RULZ

RULE 2894 Block occunied; procecd nrepared
tn stop short cof irein anﬁaa. Medium speed
must not be exceedcd,’

NUAL BLOCK SUSTEZM RULES
317-B, ® ¥ ¥

sk %

To vermit a train to Jollor o train oth-r then a
paouengbr train into o block, excent during fog or
adverse weather condltion, the sicnelman must give
"17 for ," to tie necxt block station in advance,
The signalman receiving tidis esignal, iT therc is no
passenger train in the block, must reply "5 of
13 for ." The appro~ching train will then be
admitied to the block under Permissive-indlcation
or with Cle~rrance Forms A and B.

Notc to Rule 317-B.--Rule 317-B is for absolute
Plock for opposing mevements, a1¢ pcrmissive block
for following movements on the same track.

321, Sig nelmﬂn must, as far rs wcu_c“ole observe
ng trainsg ond note whbtner they arc complctc
er, and the markers properly Gisplayed.

d
323, Bhould a train without markers mass a hlock
Tion, the siznalman must notify the siznalman 2t
ne nert block stetion in each direction, amd must aot
report that train clear o7 the block until he has
ascertained that the train is complete,
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This carrier's timetable speclal instructions 'read in
part as follows: o . '

1. IMANUAL BLOCK SYSTEM,

L . s e o .

xcept as othertvise provided, Rules 317-B and * ¥ ¥

for absolute block for ovpcsing moverients and permissive
bloclk: for folloving movenents covern the movenent of
trains other tnan nasgsenger trains.

Issuance of Clearance Forms & and B, ¥ ¥ % i1l be
avthorized by thre train dispatcrer except in case of
falliure of communication,

18. TRAIN REGISTZRS.

¥ % ¥ Rouses FPoint, Alburgh, ¥ ¥ ¥
Spccial instructions, dated April 20th, 1940, read in
part as follows:

To Chief Train Dispetcher,
Troin Dispatchers,

Current Time-Table Spccial Instructions, itcm
Jo. 1, page 17, recuiring absolute block between various
points on descending Trades will be eliminated April 28th,
1940.

urain dispctchers will
ept pascenger trains)
ending grades and
2ssary in casce of adversec

Effective on that dat
Hermit perimissive movcoments
spacing ten (10) minutes on
acdlitional spacing as may be n
rcatner or other oonditions,

* % % -

In the vicinity of the point of accident the maximum
autnorized speed was 15 miles peor hour for the preceding train
and 30 miles per hour for the follouing train,

Degerintion of Lccident

Extra 109 Scuth, o south-bound freight troin, consisted
of engine 109, hcaded nortinard, 13 cers and o caboose, in
the order named. This trcin deopartod from Rouses Point as

tra 109 South at 12:50 a. m., December 22, according to the

LA )
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train register. About 19 ninuvtes later, wiille 1t was moving
at an estimated speed of 6 mil es ner hour, the rear end vas
struck by Extra 31 South at a point 1,31 niles south of the
south siding-svitch at Rouges Print,

Extra 31 South, cornsisting of encine 31, departed from
Rocses Point, the last open office, at 1 o, m,, and while
moving ot an estimated speed of 20 miles per hour 1t struck
the rear end of Extra 109 South.

The rear truck of the cabcose of Extra 109 South ims
derailod and the caboose, vhich was of rooden construciilon
on & steel underframe, was ondly demcged, The front end of
engine 31 wes slightly domoged,

The conductor of Extra 109 South wos killed, and the
flagman vas injured.

TDiscugsion

The mcnual blocz rules of this carrier provide tha?t the
digpatcher moy authorize n~n operator to admit a freignht troin
P N P &
to a block which is occunied by o preceding freigit train,
TV ~va

cither under rermlssive-block-signal iadicatlion or undar
authority of Clearconce Forms A and B, 10 or more minutcs ~Ite
a precceding freight train nasg entered the block. A folloving
train avthorized to enter o block cither vnder permissive
indication or Clearance Forms A and B must proceed preparcd
to stop short of ftrain ochead but must not exceed 2o gpeed of
30 milcs per hour. Clearance Forms A and B are used a% Rouscs
Point beenusc there is no manual-block signal at that station,
The rulecs provide that when a train is moving under
circunstoances in which 1t may be overtalken by another troin
full protection must be preovided and, ot night, fuseces must
be thrown off at nroper intervals,

About 12:20 a. m. the conductor of Extra 109 South
recelved copies of Clearance Forms & ond B from the apcrator
ot Rouses Polnt as authority to enter the block cxtendins fron

Rouses Point to Alburgh., The conductor registered the depariure

of Extra 109 South as 12:50 a, m. The onerator said that
he informed the conductor that Extra 109 Sovth would be
Tollouing No, 10, a second-clasc fraight train, into the
block and that Extra 31 South vould follow Extra 109 South
into the blocx. The engineer said thot Zxtra 103 South
actually departed rrom Rouses Point at 12:55 e, m, The
operator did not observe the time vhen Extra 102 South


http://Cleo.ra.nce
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deported but entered the time of departure on the block
record as 12:80 a. m., wh;cL he obtained Trom the train
recister in accordance tith past practice. Extra 109 South
de 10t cxceed n speed of 10 nilecs per heur wvnile 1t was
possing over o trestle about 1 n2ile in length located .
inmediately sotth of Rouses Point, and did not exceed
speod of 15 milss per hour at any point, Timetable Speclal
Instructions restrictcd the speed of ﬂll trains over this
trestle to 10 miles per hour, and the speed of cngine 109
to 15 miles per hour throughouu the block. Although o
follomring trein was perritted o be operated at CO miles
per liour, no member of the crew of Ex*ra 109 South threw
off 1ighted fusees or provided any other nrotectleon against
the following train. UNelther marker lamps ncr any other
1igst was placed ot the rear of fthae caboose. As this train
nbgro¢CDbd the pe.nt “lere the accident occurred, the engineer,
the fircman and the front brokeman were in the cab of the
entine, i1wiich vas headed north, and they were nalntaining o
lookout to the nortll, The headlight on the reor of the
tender was lighted brightly, but the needlight on the front
of the engine was exti”gnlsne The conductor and the
flagnnn vere in the cabocse, Tbg engineer hearc a wnigtle
siznal ond then ooserved the hendligl t of engine 31 hen
1t +7.s obout 300 Tect north ol tihie cabeose of Extra 109
Soutir. He immedintely ct.empted to increasc the speed of
his train, but the collision occurrcd before the specd was
materially increased, All surviving members of the crer said
that the conductor hed not informed them thot Zxtra 31 South
world follov their troin into the blecl,

.
-
cn

Extrn 31 South arrived ot Rouses Point about 12:58 o, m.
The cretr consisted of the oaginecr, the fireman and a braizeman,
The dispotcher cutlorized lscunnce of Clearance Forms A and
B for this tr-in to cnter the block southward at Rouses
Poiat ot 1 o, m,, 10 minutes alter the time reglstered as th
departing time of Extra 109 South from thot station. The
oncrater infermed the enpgineer ond the brokeman that Extra
109 Sovth had preceded heir troin intoe the block at 12:50
2. me The erzinecr recistercd the Ceporture of Extra 31 Sovth
from Rruscs Point o' 1 a. m. ~nd %ils trein departed southuword
immediutolj aftorwvard, Tro crew s~id t ot tho spced
restriction of 20 miles per honr over the trestle south
of Rousges Pcint 17.5 nnt exceeded by *heir troin, Zach member
ol the crew s..d thot he g nare ot engine 109 of the \‘
preceding train urs restricted to ;? mlles per hour by
timetoble sgpecial 1nstructions., When Extro 31 South was
approanching the point vhere the cccident occurred, the
englnemen verc in thelir ~ccustomed Hositions in the cab of



- 11 - 3221

tiin ~o~ine, ~nd the brokeman was seated on thie left side of
the cagine. The headlicht was llghted brigltly. The broxes
of engine 31 had fnncuLonon pronerly vhore used en vouie.
The engineer cgounded tne vthistle sirnal Tor o rail-hianvay
grade crossing located ohout 200 Teet nortn of the point
vrere the accident occurred. 'The last blast was compWQued
as tl.e engine reached tie crua;lng. He sald u“au the encine
o moving ahout 20 miles per hour vien hic saw the casoose
of the flCCF&ir“ train about 50 fect ahead. KHe 11h°dﬂqdoly
anpplied e Hrares in engrosncy but the collisicn o~curred
before the Hrekes became erfective. The engineer, the fireman
and th2 front bralzeman of Extra 31 South sald thicerc as rno
11-h%:d mavkcer Aisplaved on the rear end of Txatrs 109 South,
The cagincer of Extra 102 Sonth sald lie did not sce any
liznted marker on ths rear of his train., Thoe operator

at Houascs Point said hc was anable to sce Extra 109 South
17 departed rrom nls station, because of intorv;n‘ng
care. &lter the accildent, a marler lamp, without ~ick or
0il, was Tound on the around nrar the scutn end of the
caboose of the vpreceding Lr?in, antd an unliclited lantern
with red globe vas sucpended from a chain connecting the
hand rallings on the couth end of the caboose.

Me iavestigation ol thig accident alsclosed a number
of violations of the rules, all of vtich contriuted %o tiie
cauce of tl'is accildent. -ne ‘uleg of tiiis carrier requolirc
that any movement operatgd dS a n nust disrliay 1iwhfed

mariers at tiie rear during the

o
Jg but, in tihas case,
the wreceding trul“ Ald not display
ac
e

1ihLubd m“r.trc An
operavor must observe each trala it pasces hisg station to
determine if the tr&in ir uont_\u anc maxers are displayed

ouses Pcint did not
obgrrve that the prCe ing Train cid .ot nlspluy lirnted
marzars, & freight train Tolloving ¢ freight train may be
acmiSted to an occunied Llock unacr avrtiority of Clearanc
Forme & and B, »ut the folloving tr-in must be held at an open
oI7lce not lewg than ten minvtes alfter the departure of

the preceding train. In the iastant cesc, the opcrazor
Splﬁed The Tollowinz train in accordance 1ith the time shon
on The train P0518t°£, instead of obsecrviag the time tnat
the preccding train actually departed., The first traoin

was proceeding in such manner that 1t could be overtaken by
a following train, but no ligh%ed fusces vere thrown off %o
protecct agceinst a folWO"ing train.

propecly. Hovever

1

ep¢ O-L
dc:

D
+
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Cause

It is found that this acceident vas coused by feilure to
provide adcquate protection for the movement of cach train. .

Dated at Washington, D. C., this seventh
day of lMarch, 1949.

By the Comuission, Commissioner Patterson.

( SRAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Sceretary.



