1886
INTERSTATE COI2'E3RCE COILIISSION

RIPORT OF THT DIRICTOR 0 THE 2URZAU OF SATITY CONCEIRWING AN
ACCIDEND OF T3 LINE OF "HE READING COIPANY AT SLANDON, PA.,
O JANUARY 25, 1234.

1754,

llarch 15,

To the Corrission:

On Januvary 25, 1934, there wvas a dernilnent of a passsager
train on the line of the Reading Company at 31landon, Pa., waich
rasulted in the death of t70o erployees.

Location and m2thod of operation

This accicdent occurred on taz Tast Pesansylvania Branca oi tae
Reading Division, extanding hetweon Reading and Allenton, Pre., a
distance of 2.8 miles; in tie vicinity of the point of accicent
this 15 a fdouvble-treck line over wrich trains are op:arated oy
tims tarle, train orders, and an automatic bdlocx-sifnal Sysiocli.
Ths accident occurred at a nighvay grade crooeing, knoum as
Haking Croseing, located 350 feet wiest of the station at 3laacon;
apnroaching this noint froa the weet, the track is tansent “or a
distance of 1,113 fest, followed bty a 10 30' curve to the right
735 feet in lensth, the crossing beiny located on this curve about
40 fezt from its cacstern znd. Tue grade for easi-tound trtirs 18
0.45 onercent descending at the crossing.

C

Tae highway crosses tas tracks at an aagle, and, from north
to soush, 1t first vasses over the wentbouad siding, thsn the weest-
bound nmain track, th2 zastbound sailn treck, and two mor2 31ac
tracks; the accifint occurred on the c¢nst-vound main track at a
point 10 fe=t east of the crossing, wn.re the autorobile involved
had i off the sicde of the hisaway and becore stallzd on sae
tracke

b]

| Y

The crossing is nrotecbted on saczh siiz of the trachks ov an
advance croesing sign and alro Dy a flashing light scicnal; on the
north oicde of the tracks the advnice croscins s1on 15 locat~d on
tha waest cide of ths highwav abous 130 fzz2t from *th:z noarsst track
while the flashin,; light s51,mnal anc crocc-onz sifrn, locatad
on the sarce rast, is also on taz west =ids of thc higaway and

rad. for couta--bound

imnzdiately norih of the tracks. Thz 1
vehicular traffic is slightly aucending toward tue railroad.
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Ths highway 1s fairly wide vhere 1t crosses the tracks and the
surface is maintained i1n reasonably good condition, but the =dges
ars unsaven, not being 1n a straight liae from one side to the
othzr sice of the rignt of wav.

At the tine of thz accident a cut of seven gondola cars stood
on thes curive on the side trick next to the zast-bound main track,
with the east end of the east car akout 540 feet west of the cross-
ing.

The veetheor was clear at the timz of ths accident, which
occurred abtout 6:25 p.m.

Description

mast-bound nmassenger Troin No. 194 consistesd of 1 bazgoge car,
1 ma1l car, 1 bagenge cer, 1 comoination car, 1 cecach, 1 crfe—
chair car, and 1 Pullman varlor cor, 1n the order named, hnuled by
Centrnl Railroad of Newv Jersey engins 865, and was in charge of
Conductor Cassel and Inginsman Sweilgers. Tnils traln passed Terple,
the last open office, 2.9 miles vest of Blandon, at 8:23 pen.,
according to the ztrain sha3t, 2 minutes late, and was approaching
ths stotion at Blandon at A cpesad sstimated to have been botween
45 and EE miles per hour whan 1t struck an automobile stalled on
the track on the cast side or Hawkins Crossing.

The auvutorobile involved was a 1830 Ford coupe, op:erated by
Sylvesser B. Hess, age 31, of Reading, Pa., who was accompanied
by his stepfather, Harry L. Machener, alco of Reading. Thz auto-
mobile vas wmoving southward over the croscing when it wvent oif
the left side of the highway and stopped on the zast-bound track
about 10 fest from the crossing; 1% was standing at this point
whan 1t vas struck by Train No. 194.

Thz automobile was demolished and the wreckage strawn along
the track for a distance of 216 fezt, at vhich point thas initial
rark of derailment of the train anpeared. TEagine 835, together
with 1ts tender, the first five dars and the forward truck of the
sixth car, were derailed. The engine and tender stopped on their
122t sides parallzl to the tracks, with the front end of the
eanzine 453 feet east of the iaitial mark of derailment or 679 feet
east of the crossing; the first two cars ctopped behind the tender
at right angles to and across all the tracks; the remaining de-—
railac cars stoppad upright and practically in line with the
track. The employees killed were the engineman and fireman. .
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Summary of =avidence .

Conductor Cassell stpted that he was riding in the fourth
car and ectimated the epesd to have bLeen between Z0 and 35 miles
paT hovr; he heard the crossing vhistle signal and aftervarcs felf
th= air pbrakec apnlied 1n ercrgency, then there was a jar as
taough the train had struck som.tning, folloved by a szscond and
harier jer, and the train stop. Shortly after-erds he talked to
tha criver of tre automdso~le ana ac tclid ey thiose preseat that
ths auto.otils vent off the croceing and then vecans stalled on
ths sast-bound track with the Troat vheels outsice of the south
rail and the reoar wheels betwzen the raiir; that scveral nen
triec to 1ift ihe automobiles {rom Lhe track but warc unadle to
do co; treat some of them realizmed Train No. 194 was due and the
pasienger in the automohile, ir. lachemer, wvas given a lighted
warte lantern and Told to go out andl fla. the approaching train,
vhich he ctarted o do, but that nes dicd not fet vary far west of
th: croveing refore the wrain pasoced nid. Subseqguently tha
concucvor cbstrvad that the fiesaning light sicnals were opcrating
vroperly, and he alsc saicd tha’t the air brakes had been tested
an? vorlzed properly ea rrute, ant thot hefore leaving Harrisburg
12 hacd telked vi1th Tuginzenn Sueisort nd ths engilaeman appeared
normal in every respect.

Immcciately alter the accident Baggaremacter Mact 7ent east
to wrotect, wnile Flagman Lawver went west. The rear car in the
train o Sopped about 18D fz2et ecact of tha crocsing and Flagran
La rver sai1d that on his 7y back to flag he met a man carryiag a
lignted vhite lantarn right on the ~vossing. Flayman Lavver
e3timated the speed apnrocching Elandon o have bezn 45 or 50
milec per hour and sai? he henrd the crossing signal soundecd and
fs1lv the ai1r biakes applied prior to th:2 accident.

Sylveeter B. Hers, ovner end driver of the automobile in-
volved, etated that ke a5 emnloyaed by an insurance cormmany in
R2ading, Pa., end purchascd the car on January 13, 1934, only

12 doye pricr to the accidcnt, s a us=d car. On the day of the
accteent e as proceoediag sout!vard on the highvay involved

and was passiag over the crossing, which he thought was straight
wa2a1 the rrort wheels etruck a rough spot and changed the courSG.
of nis car, the rear wheelis polng off th:z highway and bacoring
cauiat In ths rails. He tried to back thz automobile and also

to 70 ahead, but to no avail, and then three man cams ovar and
as3isted him and bhis stesofather in an attompt 4o 1if4 tha cer off
tha %t.ack, at ~which time the train was not yet in Bight. One

of %the ren eai1d that the c¢xpress was due 1in avout 2 minutes;

his stepfather took a lighted wvhite lantern and ctarted westvirard
to flag, but how far hi~ stepfather went he could not says

i
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In the neantime Mr. Hess focused a spot light, with which the
autoriobile was cquipped, tovard the approaching train but when he
saw the reflection from the headlight of the engins he got out

of the way. Mr. Hess farther stat=d that he had often made
collections at Blandon but thot he did not consider himself
familiar vith the approach to this particular crossing. The

headlights of his car were 1nspected at the time he purchased 1t,
the lights were focused, and about a week prior to the accident
naw bulks had been 1nstallsd; the headlights were in good condi-
tion and were not flickering when he approacted the crossing.

Mr. Hese could not understand how his car happensd to get stalled
in the position it was occupyving at the time of the accidasnt, and
h2 felt he had done all within his power to prevent the accident.
The majority of the above statements by Mr. Hess were made to a
representative of thz railroud and subsequent effort to have him
give a better explanation as to how he cams to drive off the

laft sice of the crossing was of no avail, his attorney advising
him not to answer further gucstions.

Haerry L. Machemer, the pacsenger in the automobile involved,
stated thet the flashing lizht signals were not oparating before
the automobile started over the crossing. His statemsnts con-
carning the stalling of the car and th:a suosequent =fforts to
gzt 1t off the track wsre similar to thosz of Mr. Hess. Mre
Machenmer further stated that some one then coame along with a
lantern and said that the train was due 1n 5 minutes. MNre.llochemer
starsed westward to flag the i{rain with the lantern, and he said
he walked about four city blocks or a half mile from the crossing,
on the erginerman's side of the approaching train. VWhen he saw
the relflection from the hendlight he stoarted tosring the lantern
across the track, following which the engine whistle was sounded
once or twice 2nd then th2 ftrain nassed hinm. He then stavted
walking toward the croosing and met the flaguan of the train
coming back.

Acsictant Superiantendsnt Haldeman arrived at the Scene of
th= accicdent atous 1} hours after 21ts occurrenca. Hast of che
crossing there 13 a traizling-noint cross-over connecting tne two
main tracks arnd it was llr. Haldeman's opinion that the dsrailuent
of the train occurred when the anp of a rear whesel of the auto-
mobile became wadfed batween the lead rail of the cross-over
anc the couth rail of the esast-bound main track. In the nosi-
tion in which 1t was found afver the accident, this hub =xtended
acout 3 or 4 inchee above the top of the rail and vas wedzed in
the flengeway betreen the rails co tightly that he thought 1t
would nave been 1mpossible for the wheels of the enginz or cars
to nass over 1t without being derailed, confirmation of this
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opinion being found in th2 fact <hat 211 of the whesls zast of .
thi1s obstruction were derailed "hiilza those west of 1t were not
darailed. There were 1ndications of flange marks on the aub and
Mr. Halceman said 1t could not be removed from 14s wédped pocition
ri1th a tar, necessitatiug chat 1%t be driven out with a heavy
haamere Sutcequantly it was veirhed and including the portion

of an axle, braks drum, etc., attached to 1t, this weight was
found to be £1 opounds.

Superintendent of Signale Rentschler, who arrived at the
scene ol the accicdent lecs than 1 hour aftsr its occurrensce, said
that both the auntomatic block sisrals and the highwvay crossing
flashing 1lisht si1gnals vers operating plroperiy.

Isaac Welt=zel, ermmloverd ty the state hirhoay department, was
en route to his home, carrving a whitz lantern, and on reiching
the railroad crossinag e sy that an auitomobile had rua off the
cgrogsing and vas acrcss thsa 'z vith the running boards on
ths rail., Sevezral atterpts vere made to remove 1t from the
track ané then hs gave L's lantern to lr. Machemer and told him
to go as fast az na could 11 ordzr to flag the approaching train,
this Dbeing arourt 3 minutes Loforz 1ts arrival. Mr. Weitzel could
0ot say vhetucr Mr. Machemzr ven or malksd, nor d4id hz Vnow how
far lire lachener went from the croseing. As the train anproach-
ed ne hesrd ihe engine ~histliz s0and24 end the air brakes wer
apnlied tefore th2a sutonebils vas ntruc’; 1t had not oz2er on the
track wore than 3 rminutes mrior to the accident.

denry F. Sweitzer, resident of Elancon, was walking on She
hishwny ard when he rsached the crosaing he saw the automobile
starting over the tracks ani 2lso caw thet 1t was getting ofi the
crossing. It was very dark, and on getting on the crossing T
3wv2itzer sawv that the antoermonile had turned to the left, rua off
th=2 croscirg, and vos across the track. lMr. Sweitzer said tx
train ariived 2ol 3 mirutes after lMr. lLachermer siarted out to
flas,, but that lir. acherer canme trck ane was immsadiat:ly sent
out agAain, adout 1 minute baing loot, and he did not think Jthat
dre Lochemer couvld have gfotten out mors than 200 or 200 fest.
Thz headlight on the sngine was burnias properly and the engine .
walstle was sounded. Hr. Swaitzaer @lso sFrid that to his knoi-
lad-e this was acout the fourth automobile that had rua off the
crossing, and on measuring the diswnce from & marx he mde on
the roll it was found that the nutorobilile had besn 10 fast 9
inches from the 2nct gide of tha cressing.
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Conclusions

This accident wac caured by Trnain No. 194 striking an auto-
mobile which had run off the highmay at a grade crossing and had
bacowe ctalled across the track.

The driaver of the autonobile 1nvolved said he purchased the
car 12 dayve prior to the accident, that 1% had been 1inspzacied at
that tine, and thiat the headlights wvere 1a good condition and
pronerly focused. On renching the crossing, hovever, he trought
that the high-ay vas straight andé than the front ~hesle of his
car hit & rough spot, causing the car to cuange its course and
the rear wheels to leave the rord, resvlting in the autowwtrile
running off the higaray crossing and beconing Stalled acrocss the
trick. Efforts to get ths autonobile off the track were unavail-
ing, consecuently the passenger in the automobile was ;jiven a
langern enc sent ouvt to flag the aporoachiar train; the zvidence
18 conflicting as to how far ha vent from ithe crossiag, and one
witnesc sailc that aftor starting cut he returnsd and 7as then sent
out ajain, but in anv event ths evidzace indicates that hs did
not g2t veryv far west of thc crorsing before ths train passed
hin, and the fl-eoman met hinm at Lthe crofsiag imnediately aser—
Tards. The evidence further i1adicates thert tha ensineman
whistled for the crosring and then annlied the brakes 1in exergency
and that atter the automoblle had bz :z:n struck the hub of one of
the rear wheels was Araggzd and Tinnlly becarme tightly wedged in
the flange-way betwezn the lezd rail of a cross-over and the
south rail of the east-bound wain track, resulting in ths de—
rail.aent of the train.

The driver of the autorwbile f21t that he hac done all with-
in his pover to mrevant aa accident. Poscibly Lie did do all ae
could reasoneoly be axpecind to (o, a.lter Le s in dangsre.e here
he failec, however, was 1n §XeL 1L 10T IORSY, €A Te when astenpting
to oroceed over the cros@laf v IMysttiatioas mads by Sais
bursau of varion: railroad grode croscing accifants indicrse
that in moct caces thic aas becn the fundamental fault. In this
particilar cace the af.es or shdulders of ithe highway were ureven
wvnarz the highvay pissed over tme cro2scing, but had this driver

can maying proner attention or 2ven nad a3 vszd only that
daores of care Tulch @S 1scsf 'ary to nax: sure of staviaz on the
road, there 1s n0o rsascn "ay th: coaditions viich rasultad in
this accident saould not aAnve decn avoided.

Recpectfully submitted,
Vo J. PATTIRSON,

Director.



