INVIZISTIGATION N0, 3108
THE PITTSRURGE & WEST VIRGINIA RATLWAY
ROPORT IIl RE ACCIDZIT
I"EAR ROCXDALE, 7. VA., ON
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June 10, 1947
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&6 cars, caboosz ! © cars, caboose

16 m. n. h, D20 m. o m. .

Tinetable aud train orders

Single; tangent; 0.Z perceant
ascending grads eastirard
Clear

7.45 a. m,

8 injured

Jallure to obey meet order

That the Pittsburgh & "Test Virginia
failvay Company install an adﬂcuate.

block system non the line on 'nich
accident occurred



—1
-1

ITTERSTATE COILIERCE COMIZISSIO

IUVISTIGATION NO. 2108

.0 THZ MATTER O MNAKT " ACCIDEIY ITVZSTIZATION RZPOATS
JER TEE ACCIDIZT D WIZPORTS ACT COr ZAY &) 1510,

THZ PITTSRURGH & WLST VIPCGINIA RATLTTAY JOIPAl'Y

July 10, 1947

TT

Accident near Rockdale, ''. Va., on June 10, 1847

s caused
b7 fa.lure tc obey a neet order.

)

Cn Juue 10, 1547

J

, the heal-2.Q collision
betireeon W*ee”inq and Laxz
ad e i

ai’vey Treight train
Ro~iray . olhubjaﬂoﬂ of-
the Pittsburgn & Vest
ckdale, "', Va,, vhich resulted ia
terance~of-wvay ennloyees and glx

o
[

-
I

a Pittaebursh & Y
vay service tra on e

irginia 181Lwaw nea‘ ¥e)
the injury or tlaee welin
Ttrain-gervice employees.

1

Uncer auvtiority of section 27 (2} cf *thic Iaterstate Jom-
nerce Act the above-entitled »roceedin’ -as referred by the
Comiission to Commigasionar Fatterson for consiceration and

diswoglition.
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Locatioa_of Accident and ifetlod of O»cration

Thie eccident occurred on the Pitteburgh Division,
vlilch extende betvreen Pittsburgh Jet., Ohio, and Rook, Pa.,
56.% milece, a sincle-traci line, over shich trains are
orwrated Ly vilctable and train orders. Therc 1s no blocl
<ystem 32 use. Trains of the Vheeling and Lake Erie Railway
ere resularly operated over thics division. At Rockdalce,
21,5 miles ecast of Pitteburgh det., a sicing 4,420 foet in
Lo tn parallels the main track on the south, The east
switveln of thic siding 1s 3,917 feet east of tha station.

The accident occurred on the main track at a noint 0,24 mile
eust of the east siding-switcli.., From the west tho meln
tract 1s tangent 5,151 fect to the noint of accident snd

310 feet ecastuard. Trom tho ecast therc is a & curve to thre
1278 212 feet in length, and then the tangeat on vhich the
tceidest occurred, The grade 1s 0.0 percent ascending
casoiard,

Crerating rules of the P, & I, V. read in part as follows:
14, IZUGINZ "HISTLE SIGUALS,

iynals prescribed are illustratced by
for ghort sounis; "—" for longer sounds, ™ ¥

-t » .-
=)
Sou..t, Indigation,

(2) o A1y braxes. Ston,
w4

44, Extra trains are inferior to rcguler trains,

54, % % %

UV

Trains 711l stop clear of the switer used by the
train to bc met in going on the siding.

207, (&) 'her cn~ines of forcign railvays are
run over the camc main track, train orders "vill show
initial of such railway, prcfized to earine numbers,

L

+

oFs

"1 (a) * senfuctors of freloht trains vill

chovr traln orders to flag.cn, an? enginemen te fire
men, and vren practicable to the front trarnmen, all
of 'POJ are reoulred to bear them in mind and should
occasion reduirc vvill calil attention 'of conductors
a1d eagincmen to them,
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FOR:.:8 CI" TRAI" CRDERS,

L
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Fixing Mesting Points for Onposing Trains.

1. ¢ % S
Yo Thrze 3 Ing 340 mect Sccond 2d Four
4 Zng 330 at Hickory.
SO

I s s . B
Yreins receiving these orders will run with
resbcet to ecach other to the designated points
ond there meet in the manncr prescribed by the
il
sulcee,

L

-

%
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Providing for liovercnt of Trains on 'Thich
3 s 4w

Lorc Than Onc Engine is Used,

Vlien riore than onc caginc i1s uscd in a
train, train orders vill be addrcssed to
carinemen of ecaci. engine, and the order will
speceify the number of cach engine, and if at
the front cnd, should have the word "coupled."

The maximun authorized speed for freisht trains 1is
40 miles por hour,

Deserintion of Accident

Train order Wo. 20, addrcsscd to Sceond 94 at ilingo,
2 miles uvest of Rockdele, and to cnginc 927 at Avcella,
7.4 milcs cast of Rockdale, was madc complete at 7:1S a. m,,
anc. rcad in part as follows:

conz 927 run Extra Avclla to Smithfield
meet Sccond 2nd inety rFour 94 ''LE Eng

6018 Eng 917 counled at Rockdale ¥ ¥* *

Smithficld is 10,1 milcs west of Rocekdelc.



It

Sccond 94, an enst-bound sccond-class "', L L, I,
freight train, consistcd of P, o "0 V. cng.ne 917, 77, & L, I,
Oh%inp E01c, 53 cars ~né a caboosc, in the order namcd,

“he erer or this train recccived copics of traia order No.

2 ut kingo, Becond ¢4 derarted from llingo, thic last open
orfice, at 7:30 a. m.,, 7 hours <0 minutcs late, passcd the
clearance point of the cast 5161ng—sw1tch at QOvndalo, Tliere
1t ves rcduired to wvait unless Zntra 927 Yest was into clear
on the siding, and wnilce moving at an ust-wctﬂﬂ speced of 18
milcs per hour it collided with Extra 927 YWest at a point
1,262 foct cast of the enss slding-switen.

Extra 927 ogt, a west-bound P, & 7, V., maintonence-of-
uwey scrvice train, crusigted of cnainc 9:7 onc car loaded
vita & poucer-— shove 1, onc rlat car, onc sprccdnr two dumm
cars and a caboosg, in the order namcd, The crev of this
train rcecived copics of train order lo, 29 at Avella, Ixtra
227 "Test departed frow Avelle, tre last ovncn office, at 7:30
. d., 201G vhile movine at an cstimoted spced of 20 miles
vor hour 1% collided vith Sccoad 94,

“he fTorce of thu immeacet moved the cncinc of Extre @927
Yest baclurard 110 foet, and the enzine-truck 'wicels and all
driving iricels hecame dewnll 3G, but tho caginc remaiaed

uprirht. The Tront cnd was ouqlv domazed, thne cab tvas
cemolished end the cnrlac was otAC“wisc considerably demaged,
The first and sccond cars were derailed and destroyed, aac the
porer-shovel was bq11y Camaged. Both cngincs of Sccond 94

vere Ceralled but’ Suopyed uprigit and in line vitn the track.
The front c¢nd of ecck vngine, and the cab and tre tender of the
first cngine were badly o“mﬁme“_ Tiie third to tenth cars,
inclusive, wvere derr.iled and stonpoG in various positigQns ocross
the tracn and on cach sidc of it. Of thesc cars, four Trcre
decstroycd.

The Tfircmar and the Tlagman of tho first engine of
Second 94, and the engincer, tihhe fireman, the coancduclor, ond
ihe front bruLoman of Extro 927 Vest vore injured.

The veather was clear at the tine of the accident, “idcn
cccurrcd about 7:45 a, .

Digcussion

m9

The crew of cach train held .conics of a train orcer
vhich csta bllSDCd ?oc&dw* ag the meceting point betrreen
Sceond 94 ond Extra €27 West. Undor the ruvles, Sccond 94
s rcquircd to stop oloa; of *the cast siding-suitch ot
Rockdalec unless Extre 927 West was into clecar on thce eiding,
These trains collided at a point 1,862 Zcct cast of the cast
siding-switch ot Rockdale.
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Ag Extro ©27 YWest was anproaching the point ~here the
cccident occurrcd the speed was about 25 milcs per hour.
The caginemen cad the lront breokemen w-ore maintaining a
lookout ahcad, This trcin wes movinz on ~ 3° curve to the
left lu & cut about 20 feoct decp "Fen the fircmon saw the
cporroaching troin ebout 800 fect Cistant, and he inmcdiately
called o varning to tho cagineer, vho moved the brake valve
to cmergency position, then the bnginemen and the front
broxemen jumped from tie enginc. They estimated the speed
of their troin as about 20 miles per hour vhen the collision
occurrcd,

As Sccond 94 wos opproachinz Rockdelc, the throttlos
of both cngzines viere iﬂ opcit position, thc speccd wes about
3% miles per hour, and the cngilncmen of both enginos and a
brakcman stationcd on each cengine were uaintcining a locokout

ahiced.  Tho conductor and the flogmen trere 1a the caboosc.
Bralic-pipc 3ruSSd“C of S0 wounds 'ros being aecintained. This
Troin paseod the cost sidinn-critel at Rochdale, and the

Tirst ocnriac was ﬂbout 700 1“cct cest of thc gvwitch vhen the
cnoincer of that cnginc saw Ixtra €27 Ucest ap-roachiazx. He
imncdintcly moved the broxc valve to cmergency vosition.
The speed of Sccond 294 was cbout 1€ miles per hour vhen the
collision occurrcd.

The investization disclosed thnt Sccoad 94, o W, & L, &,
train houvled by V7, & L, E, cnvine 6018 aad mannced by a
W. & L, 2, corew, errived at llingo, 2 milcs west of Ro ockdealc,
al 7128 o, m, Beecruse of henvy tonnase, Po & 7, V. cagine
917 was couplcd chend of cnglne 2018 to assist Sccond 94
stwarcd, Bcforce their train deperted Irom i'ingo all
ms mbc-o of tiic crow, ohoopt the Jiremen of cagine 917,
rcod the troin order which cstablishced Rockdolc as Thc
mcebing point betrreea thelr train ond Extrn 927 "est, onf
thiey uaderstood thet, under the rules, thelr train wos
requirod w0 8top clecar of the cost siding—switch at ock-
nlc unless Sxtra 927 Yest wes iato clear on the siding,
Tﬂc brolics of Sccond 24 had been tested on the line of the
RRE L. Z. at Brovster, Ohio, €7.9 miles vest of llingo, an
had functiencd oroporlv cn routc. Eorrever, after cngiao
917 1as counled to the train ot Mingo, no air-brake test vas
m~de to ascertein the coffcetivencss of thr brekes by usc
of the broke valve oP cngine $17. Tho cnoinecer of thz sccoad
cnoine placed the double-heading cock in closed mosition,
anc. S.cond 94 dcpa rtod from ifingo at 7:36 a, m. Thc accidcnt
occurrca about 7i45 o, m, Thec mecabers of the crov on the

first cnrine overloo%ked the provision' of the order uatil thcey
saw thec opnosing trala asproaching. The enzineer said th~t he

had Tillcd the lubricator at ilirgo nnl hnd been engrosscd cn

routc ia adjusting its feeds, Tue fircenan was on inecxwericnced

cmplovee and he said thrt he woas cngnged in tending the iire.

’.



- 9 - Inv-310C

The cnzineer of the scecond cngine said that then his englne
ves about 1,000 fcct vest of the cast sidinz~switeh at
Rockdale he closcd the throttle of his cnginc and, *"hen he
obscrved thet the first enginc continucd to vort steam, he
sounded onc blast on thc vhistlc to attract the attention of
the first cnginccr. Then he attemnted to move the double-
hending cock to opcen vosition so tThot he could apply the
brokes, but the brokes vere cpplied in cmergency before he
could accomplish this action. The members ol the crer on the
Tirst ongine said they did not hecr the vhistle signol. The
conductor said that when he observed thot the front end of
hieg train hoed passcd the oost siding-switch he attemptocd to
opcn the conductors's valve, but the collision occurrcd beiorc
this was accomplished.

Trains arc opcocrated in this territory by timcteble and
train orders only. If an adccucte block system hnd becn in
use, these opposing troins 'rouléd not hove beocecn permitted to
occupy the same block simultoncously.

It is found th~t this a

usc
cident was causcd by failure
to obey & mect ordcer.

Recommendation

It is recommcnded that the Pittsburgh & 'est Virginia
Roilwey Compony install an adcecauvate block system on the linc
on vhicn this accident occurred.

".
%

Dated at "Jashington, D. C., this tenth
lay of July, 1947,

By the Commission, Commissloner FPattersou.

{ SEAL) ", P, BARTEL,

Scere.ory,



